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PREFACE. 


As a young Author I may be allowed to make a 
few introductory remarks, for the purpose of pro- 
pitiating that spirit of critical inquiry which will 
probably be directed to the examination of these 
volumes. 

To undertake this journey into Africa I resigned 
a valuable medical ap^intment in the East, and 
voluntarily assumc’d tlie character of an adventurer. 
My taste and prudence were questioned much at 
the time by my friends. AVhether tlic results of 
the ambition which pronq)ted me to endeavour to 
be of service to others are, or are not, sufficient 
reward for the sacrifice I made, now depends upon 
the judgment of my reader. 

In 1840 I held the appointment of Surgeon on 
board the iron armed steamer Plilegethon, on 
secret service, but presumed to be bound for the 
Eastern coast of Africa or India. I had long 
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entertained tlie idea of travelling in Africa, and 
determined to carry this into effect by resigning 
at the end of the voyage out, and returning to 
England by a road across that continent. Accord- 
ingly, whilst in London, I prepared in some measur,(p 
•for the journey, by purcliasing such instruitients 
and outfit that I thought would be necessary. " I 
also waited upon Captain Washington,* then 
Secretary of the (geographical Society, who entered 
warmly into my views, and introduced me to 
Captains Trotter and Allen, who were at'out to 
proceed upon the Niger expedition. 

In J^ay 1841 the Pldegethon readied Calcutta, 
and'%y respected Commander, the late lamented 
11. F. Cleveland, Esq., E. N., aware of my intention 
to travel, introduced me to several members of 
the Indian Government, who afforded me every 
facility to enable me to enter Africa from 
the coast opposite to Adjn, and from whence a 
Political Mission, under Captain Harris, was tjieii 
on the eve of starting for the court of Shoa in 
Abyssinia. 

I beg particularly to acknowledge the interest 
that the Governor-General, the Bight Hon. the. 
Earl of Auckland, took in my prbjlo^ed expedition, 
and also the kindness and attention T received from 
1'. Prinsep, Esq., First Member of the Council, and 
T. H. Maddock, Esq., Secretary to the Government. 


* Now commanding the Blazer steam-vessel, R. N. 
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I take this opportunity also of expressing to Capt. 
Haines, the political resident in Aden, my lively 
feelings of respect and gratitude for kindnesses the 
most disinterested, and for that assistance without 
which I could never have undertaken my subse- 
quent journey. 

Of my reception in Abyssinia by Captain Harris, 
I speak elsewhere, but the spirit witli which my 
arrival was hailed may be supposed by the tact that 
during the tirst evening I managed, according to 
the n<4<is of our convcrsatmi taken by my very 
courteous entertainer, to assert a falsehood, to 
which, however, when I became aware of the 
circumstance I gave an' unqualified contradiction, 
and so ended all friendly intercourse until some 
montlis after, when a peace was negotiated through 
the mediation of Capt. Graham. 

The circumstances of this quarrel were most 
embarrassing to me, and have, I believe, occasioned 
considerable indignation on the part of those who 
had assisted me so far on my travels. Some respect, 
however, I do owe to myself, find finding annoyed 
at being the subject of ninvorthy impiitfitions, I 
have abstained from making any explanation 
whatever. Circumstances already have, in a great 
measure, exonerated me. The confidence of jmblic 
men may be abuscil for a time, but it cannot long 
be imposed upon. 

Before laying down my pen, 1 must remark that 1 
am not learned either in the Arab or the Amliaric 
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tongues, and when I have ventured to insert a few 
words from either language, it is to add some little 
to the scene, not to lead any one to suppose that 
the smattering I picked up among the natives is 
paraded in affectation of great oriental learning. 

In the orthography of proper names, I have used 
English letters, 1 know no other so well. Dis- 
trusting my ear and taste, I referred to the 
published works of three modern Abyssinian 
travellers, who affect to be directed by a foreign 
standard of pronunciation. Finding them., all to 
disagree', I had no other resource but to fall back 
upon the despised alphabet of my mother tongue. 

Of my views upon the geography of Abyssinia, 
I am glad to observe, that since I advocated them 
at the lioyal Geographical Society’s Meetings, cul- 
minating points and anticlinal axes have given 
way to the proper idea of a table land surrounded 
by a rampart-like scarp. 

An earnest wish to be impressive, when I believe 
myself to be right, has occasioned me sometimes to 
assume a tone of overweening confidence. For this 
I ask to be excused ; and in palliation for minor 
faults of composition, must advance my long- 
continued ill-health, which has prevented close 
application for the purposes of amending or cor- 
recting the manuscript. 


ndon, Jwie 1844. 
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TRAVELS IN SOUTHERN ABYSSINIA, 

E'lXl 


('IIAPTER I. 

Arrival in Aden.' — Preparations for mv journey into Af]*ica. — 
i)(‘j)artiii-e f<»r Tajoiirali. — !^tay in that town. — Unsueeessful 
endoavoui's to prooecMl farther. — Return to Aden. — Tini(‘, from 
21-th of lK‘(‘i'inher to tlie 1st of Mareli. 


I ARUivKi) ill Adoii oil the 21th of Doceiiiher, 
18-11, very ill indeed; having lieen suffering- for 
nearly two mouths from a severe intermittent fever, 
contracted in Ilomhay. 1 i\as advised to proceed 
at once to England for tlie benefit of my healtli, 
but having- letters of introduction from the Indian 
Government to Capt. Haines, tlie political agent in 
Aden, and also to (’apt. Harris, our ambassador at 
tliat time to the court of Shoa, in Abyssinia, whicli 
were calculated to assist me materially in my inten- 
tion of penetrating into Africa, I persisted in my 
determination, under all circumstances, to carry out 
a resolution formed two years before of exploring 
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ADEN. 


some 2 )ortion of that interesting;* but as yet little 
known continent. 

Circumstances detained me in Aden nearly six 
weeks before I received the welcome intimation 
from Capt. Haines, that he was about to forward to 
Shoa despatches and stores for the use of the Mis- 
sion, and as he kindly otfered to put them under 
my charge, I gladly availed myself of the opportu- 
nity thus afforded me of commencing my journey 
most favourably as regarded both comfort and con- 
venience ; every requisite for such an undertaking 
being proAided for me tliat the friendly care and 
the long experience of Capt. Haines and the 
assistant political agent, C. J. Cruttenden, Esq., 
could suggest. Mr. 1 latchetoor, an active and 
intelligent agent, who had been appointed to trans- 
act all business with the chiefs connected with the 
transit of stores and dc-spatches through the Adal 
country, was also instructed to accompany me to 
'.rajourah, a small seaport, on the o])posite African 
coast, from whence the two proceeding katilahs 
connected with the Embassy had started into the 
interior. • 

A Portuguese servant, named Antonio, who had 
been engaged to accompany me, hearing of the sad 
fate of three I'Airopean soldiers belonging to (.'apt. 
Harris’s party, and who were killed during the 
night, a few days’ journey inland, and of the still 
more iiljent murder of three of INlr. Hatchetoor’s 
native servants, when last he visited Tajourah, 
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became so alarmed that he deserted ; perhaps for- 
tunately for me, as I \vas thus spared the trouble 
and risk of engaging in any (piarrels that might 
have arisen with the natives on his account. As 
presents and peace-oft'erings to the numerous petty 
chieftains of the various tribes of Dankalli, among 
whom ray road lay, I was provided with ten bags of 
rice, a large box containing several pieces of white 
and red calico, some figured chintz, and a few cotton 
handkerchiefs of every gaudy colour, besides an 
abundant su;^ply of needles and paper, which con- 
stituted the material for minor gifts to be made to 
a more numerous class of supplicants, the women 
and inferior people. 

Our arrangements being completed, Mr. llatche- 
toor and myself proceeded on board tlie brig-of-war 
Euphrates, commanded by Lieut. Jolin Young, of 
the Indian navy, who had received orders to convey 
us to Lajourah. 

\\ c were no sooner on board than the anchor 
was weiglied, and we started on our short voyage 
across the Sea of Babel Mandeb. In consequence 
of the weak state of my health, I remained on deck 
no longer than to Avitness our passage out of the 
beautiful and coaimodious harbour called Back 
Bfiy, Avhich extends to the Avestward of the Ioav 
naiTOAV istlmius, and^early circular base of the 
extinct volcano raze of Aden. AVe arrived in sight 
of Tajoiirali by sunrise the next morning; but it 
was not until nearly three o’clock in the afternoon 

n 2 
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ARRIVAL AT TAJOURAII. 


tliat we anchored in front of that town. The sails 
being furled, a salute of seven guns was fired by 
the brig, but some time elapsed before any notice 
was taken of the honour by the people on shore, a 
delay which was soon accounted for by Sultauu Elm 
Mahomed^ the Sheik of the town, sending on board 
for some gunpowder to enable him to return the 
compliment. 

Capt. Young and Mr. llatchetoor landed almost 
immediately. I remained for the present on board, 
as it was considered impolitic for i»e to . apiicar 
desirous of passing through the Adal country until 
some positive information could be obtained respect- 
ing the second division of stores which had been 
sent up to Abyssinia some months before under the 
charge of Mr. Bernatz, the artist, and the assistant 
surveyor, Mr. Scott, respecting nhich none but the 
most disastrous accounts had been received in Aden. 
On the return of ('apt. Young to the brig, I found, 
much to my disappointnumt, tlmt he did not feel 
himself justified, under present circumstances, in 
trusting into the liands of tlie peoph; of Tajourali, 
several boxes and packages wliich were to constitute 
my charge. Tic also considered it would be liigldy 
injudicious in me to make any attempt to pass 
through the country in tlie disturbed state it was 
th(?n represented to be. Pa^t of the mail, however, 
he determined to forward, if possible, and had fixed 
the next day for anotlier interview witli the Sultaun 
to ceii^ludc some arrangements with him and his 
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people that should at least secure the transmission 
of the public despatches to Capt. Harris in Shoa. 

Tajourah is a small straggling town consist- 
ing of a number of low mat houses standing on 
the northern shore of a narroAv bay which extends 
about twenty miles inward, nearly due east and 
west. The opposite coast is at least ten miles 
distant. From 'Fajourah, the bay contracts inland 
to a channel scarcely four hundred yards wide, 
when, suddenly expanding again, it terminates in a 
large ii'regulai’l}' formed lagoon, called (ioobat ul 
Khlirab (the bad liaven). Tn modern maps no 
appearaiK;c of this deep inlet, a A ery particular 
f('a.ture of the seacoast in this neighbourliood, can 
be found, though 'in the older Portuguese maps 
it is accurately enough laid doAvn. The ancients 
seem to hav(' been Avell aAvarc of the existence of 
the Pay of Tajourah, for it can be easil}' identified 
A\itli tlie Sinus Avalita* of the Peripliis. 

'I'he sea immediately in front of Tajourah has 
received, from the generally unrufllcd state of its 
stormless Avaters, the name of Pahr ul Parateen, 
“ The sea of Maidens wliicl] struck me as a sin- 
gular correspondence Avith the name of the sea sur- 
rounding the anciei)t city of C'arthage, Avliich from 
the map appended to an old school edition of 
Virgil, Ave learn Avas called by the Pomans, Mare 
Nympharum^ the poetical Latin translation of the 
Arabic, Pahr ul Parateen. Tajourah, it must be 
observed, also being the present name of a village 
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situated very near to the ruins of that once powerful 
seat of Phoenician commerce. 

On the occasion of this visit, mucli opportunity 
was not afforded me of observing the character 
either of the country or of the people, as I 
landed but twice, and then under the closest 
surveillance of a brother of the Sultaun, named 
Isaak, who professed to be greatly alarmed for 
my safety during these visits; and although at 
the time 1 deemed his attendance to proceed from 
any but generous motives, I liave siiwc liad reason 
to believe that his representations of the danger I 
incurred by rambling about the neighbourhood 
without the protection of some powerful native 
were founded upon truth, and 'from a desire that 
no cause of ill-feeling between their little town and 
the English should occur, if by any |)ossibility it 
could be avoided. As I before observed, three of 
Mr. Ilatchetoor’s servants were murdered during 
the night, on tlie last occasion of our intercourse 
with the inhabitants ; and Isaak, tliougli I felt his 

If. * 

presence to be a restraint upon my actions, was 
quite right for thus persisting to accompany me on 
even the most trifling occasions, to prevent the recur- 
rence of what he, half savage as he ^vas, felt to be 
an untoward event. 

An opportunity offering itself, ('apt. Young 
introduced me to the Sultaun of I'ajourah. 
He was a man at least sixty years of age ; round 
ki3^jplosely shaven head was wrapped a dirty 
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white muslin turban, beneath which ^vas a very 
light Arab skull cap of open wicker-work, made 
of the mid rib of the palm leaf. Naked to his 
waist, over the right slioulder and across his chest, 
was slung a broad belt of amulets, consisting of 
numerous packages the size of a small cartouche- 
box, alternately of red cloth and of leather, each of 
whicli contained some written charm against every 
evil that he feared, or for every desirable good. A 
common chocked cotton fotah, or clotli, reaching to 
the kgees, jvas histeiied around his middle by a 
leathern belt, in whicli was secured a very handsome 
sword of silver, and completed his dress. In his 
hand he held a light sjiear, that served to support 
his long spare figure as he walked, or sometimes to 
chastise a rebellious urchin, or vituperath'c female 
of his household, by dropping the heavily iron 
tipped end not very gently on their heads and 
shoulders. But little attention was paid to him by 
his tribe beyond tlie simple acknowledgment of him 
as their chief, and the title was onlv valuable 
as a legal excuse for demanding from merchants 
and strjuigers some paltry present, which alone con- 
stitutes, as far as T could observe, the revenue of 
the state of 'rajonrah. 

Beyond the limits of‘ the town, tlic authority of 
the Sultaun was disclaimed ; and, in fact, it was very 
evident that to hold quiet possession of the town, a 
species of black mail was extorted from him and 
the inhabitants by the Bedouins of the surrounding 
country. 
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TUK TALAC'E. 


The palace of the Siiltaun Ehin IMahomed, who 
was familiarly styled by his subjects, “ Shabah” 
(old man), consisted of two rooms, placed at right 
angles to each other, the walls of Avhich consisted 
of mats made of the plaited palm leaf, stretched 
upon a slight frame of sticks. The roofs also were 
of similar material. Tlie Avhole Avas inclosed by a 
fence about six feet high, consisting of dry sticks, 
also coA^ered Avith mats. 


Screens of these suspended mats divided the 
larger of the tAvo rooms into four cgmparlments, 
AAdiicli AA’erc severally used as the harem, store-room, 
the family slce'piiig-room, and the audien(*e-cliam- 
b('r, if sucli imposing designations may Avith pro- 
priety be bestowed upon the scpialid menage of the 
chief of Tajourah. In the other room a\ as the oA oii, 
or rather kiln, for baking ; a coarse cartliern con- 
struction, AA’Iiich rcscm\)l('d in form a large jar, 
inside of Avliicli Avas placed the fuel ; wlien it Avas 
pro})crly heatc'd, large layers of unleavened dough, 
made from tlie meal of jowaliire mixed Avith Avatei', 
Avas plasteri'd upon the outside, Avhere it remaiiK'd 
until it had dried into a heavv substanci', Avell 
finger-marked, and looked siiflieiently like a ciike 
to satisfy the ( atei-s, tliat they Avere, really, as tiny 


freipK'iitly boasted, ‘>0 far in advance of their lle- 
p|)uin neighbours, as to use bak('d bread. 

'I’licre Avere also in this room a foAV AA'ooden 


couches upon Avhich the slave Avomen Avere accus- 
touH’d to repose during the heat of the day, Avhen 
not engaged in grinding tlie joAvahree meal, or 
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carrying water from the wull. At a short distance 
from these apartments, but within the enclosed 
court, was a singularly constructed wooden building 
that towered some six feet above the usual height 
of houses in 'Fajourah, being the cabin of a large 
bugalow, or native ship, wrecked in the bay, and 
which hnxl been elevated upon imtrimmed trunks of 
the date palm-tree.* A wall of matting carried 
round these posts formed a convenient lower room, 
wliieh, with the cabin above, was usually apportioned 
to strangxn-s visiting tlie town. To this extraordi- 
nary ('ffort of native andiitectural genius, was 
attached a small yard, separated by a mat screen 
from the larger court ; and liere, at a broken jar, 
that stood in one corner, under the shade of a miser- 
able looking henna-tree, the faitliful of the house- 
hold Avere always to be found at tlic stated times of 

rcsjH'ct to tills >vooclon ImiUling, a recent traveller asserts 
lliat it is made ul' the hull of a Ilritisli ship, the Marv Aim, which 
was attackeil and luirned during’ the night, in the jiort of Berherali, 
more than twenty years ago. To paint the evil one Idacker than he 
really is, is not cousidmed fair; and I do nut see why the treachery 
and tin' violence of the inhahitants of a town nearly one hundred 
and fifty miles distant should lie thus atlaidied to the people of 
'I'ajiairah without any foundation whatever. Another error that 
dmnands a jiositive contrailiction is the statement that tlic fops of 
'rajoiu ah are Souinanlec, with (heir hair stained red. One of the 
princiiial distinguishing’ eharaeto'istics between the Dankalli, by 
whom 1'ajouraii is e.xclusividy iuhahiti'd, and the Sonmaulee of the 
opposih' coast of tlie hay, is thi.s eustoin ainonw tlie latter people to 
change the natui’al eolonr of tho hair, hy a solution of quiek-lime 
applied to it. Any Dankalli doing (his would ho certainly assassinated 
hy his countrymen. 
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prayer, performing their ablutions. At small aper- 
tures along the loAver edge of the screen, close to 
the ground, were frequently to be seen rows of 
white teeth of startling extent, as the amused slave 
girl and female branches of the royal family sought 
to gratify their curiosity by taking sly peeps at the 
Engreez whenever they visited the Sultaun. The 
law court, if it may be so termed, was nothing more 
than an expansion of the lane in the front of the 
Sultan’s residence, carefully strewed with the small 
pebbly shingle of the neighbouring beech. Inform it 
was oblong, and around it were placed sev eral lai’ge 
stones, an old ship beam, and a trunlc of tlic date 
tree, to serve for the seats of the ])rincii)al men of 
the town on occasions of their pidilic kalahims or 
councils, which were always held in this place. Tlie 
Sultaun generally presided over these assemblies, his 
chief business being to distribute the coft’ee, which 
wais rather stingily sii[)plied to the parties present. 

Capt. Young having succeeded in his endeavour 
to forward the despatches, this being undertaken by 
the son of my friemd Isaak, on payment of seventy 
dollars, made immediate preparations for returning 
to Aden, in order to report the iinsah^ cliaracter of 
the road, and the disinclination of the Tajourah 
people to forward the stores to Shoa. I, of course, 
felt much disappointed ; but could not object to the 
reasonableness of the only course that could be 
taken, and made up ray mind to remain in Aden 
ij^ntil a better opportunity ;|liould be atforded me of 
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prosecuting niy determination of travelling in 
Africa. 

Feh. 26. — After a detention of four days at Ta- 
jourah, we weighed anchor, anfd proceeded on our 
voyage back to Aden; the wind, however, being 
contrary and very light, we did not reach Back Bay 
until the 1st of March, during Avhich time I amused 
myself on board comparing the present condition 
of the coast of that part of Africa we had just 
visited, with some notes I had collected respecting 
the aiifient j^cograpliy, as contained in the Periplus 
of Arrian, and other works of the same character I 
liad read. 

'I’he ])rescnt name among tlie Arabs of the oppo- 
site coast of the coimtiT in which I'ajourah is 
situated is Burr Adgcni, “the land of fire;” and it 
must be observed, tliat this is also tlie Arab desig- 
nation of the present kingdom of Persia ; a signifi- 
cant name, acknoAvledged to be, and is evidently 
derived from the volcanic character of both these 
distiicts. Phe Burr Adgcm, on the south of the Bed 
Sea, is of indefinite ('xtent, but may be considered 
as applied to the country reaching from Suakin in 
the north, to Mogadishe in the south, and as far 
Avest as the high lands of Abyssinia. 

Among the ancients, this country was known as 
that of tlie AA’alitcs; in Avhich Avord may perhaps be 
recognised, Aflah, the present native name of the 
Dankalli tribes, livinj^, on the Avestern coast of the 
Bed Sea, but Avhicfi formerly had a far more 
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extensive application, and included the numerous 
Soiimaulee tribes, who inhabited the countiy to the 
south of the Sea of Babel Mandeb as far as Cape 
Giiardefoi, and from thence southward along the 
eastern coast of Africa as fiir as Malinda. 

Another name for these Affah tribes is Adal; 
given to thi'in by th(‘ Abyssinians inland, and wdiich, 
according to some recent authorities, has arisini from 
the circumstance of tlie principal tribe with nhom 
the Abyssinians have any intercourse being the 
Adu Alee, living in the immediate vicinity of Mas- 
soah, whidi name has gradually become to la' used 
as the designation of the whoh' ])eo])l('. I confess 
that I do not set' the ])ropriety of this d('ri\ ation, as 
it appears mori' natural to derivv' the Abyssinian 
name from that of the chief part of tliis country at 
an early period, when a powc'rful Egyptian monarch 
made the Affah port, Adulis, tin' capital of an f'x- 
tensive country. Tlu' terminal h'ttx'r of this propc'r 
name, I have been informed, may be tlie usual 
Grecian affix to adapt it to the gi'iiius of tlu'ir 
language; and I think the probability is, that the 
? has been thus added, and that tlie word Aduli 
was the origin of th<^ (Jri'i'k Adulis, and of the 
modern nanu' Adal. 

Anotlu'r v('ry common nami' for tlu'sc' peoph' is 
Dankalli, a word which app(*ars to Ix' of Persian 
origin ; but one that is also acknowh'dgi'd by the 
Affah themselv('s, as the proper name of their 
countiy, or of theii- people collectivi'ly. In the 
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time of Ludolph, DankaJli' was known as tlie name 
of a large kingdom oi- province, situated on the 
seacoast, extending from the port of Adulis to tlie 
conhiies of the country of the Assobah Galla, avIio 
tlien dwelt in the country immediately to tlie north 
of Tajourah. The Assobah are now, howeveu*, con- 
sideri'd to be a Dankalli tribe, a. change which I 
conceive has taken pl|pe in consequence of this tribe 
having since become' Gibbertee, eir “ strong in the 
Islam faith for a re'ligious distinctiem, I finel, lias 
for soin?: centuries separate'el the original Affah 
nation into Dankalli and Senimaulee. The latter, 
whose name is de'iivexl from the Abj ssinian word 
soamahe, or heathens, be'ing suppose'el by the strict 
Mahomedan Dankalli, still in a great proportion 
to adhere to their ancie'ut Sabian faith, and enily 
partially to profess the Islam belief Soumanlee cor- 
respemds with the Arabic worel, katir, or unbelie voi’, 
the' name' by which alone Edresi, the Arabian 
geeigrajilu'r, knew and elescribe'd the inhabitants of 
the' Affah coast, to the e'ast of the straits of Babe'l 
Manek'b. 

it also appe'ars to me that the' word Dankalli 
coniu'cts the histeir)' eif these' pe'0])le with the empire 
of th(' true' Ethiopia, or INlereie, Avliiedi Avas situate'd 
betAve'e'ii the brane'bes of the Tae-azze and the 
Assareek, or the Ih'd Nile', for it may be that in 
the Odyssey, Avhere Ilonu'r conelucts Neptune into 
Ethiopia, and plae'cs hu^.betAvoen two natiems of 
blacks, perfectly distinct’fcn each other, the' poe't 
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alludes to the two very different people, the Shanltalli 
and the Dankalli, inhahiting the low countries of 
Ah’ica within the tropics; the former living to the 
west of Abyssinia,, the latter towards the east. 
This will he more endent when, in a ftiture 
chapter, 1 connect the elevated table land of Abys- 
sinia with the scene of the annual festivities of the 
gods in Ethiopia. ^ 

It mav be as wc'll in this place, perhaps, to ad- 
vance my own opinion as to the probable derivation 
of the name Galhi, wlii(;h has beex so generally 
given to the nunuirous, divided, and barbarous 
trib('s which 1 believe have arisen from tlu' ruins of 
the once civilized and extensive empire of INleroe. 
The word Galla appears to be merely anotlun* form 
of “Calla,’’ which in the ancient Pt'rsian, Sansci*^ 
C’eltic, and their modern df'rivativT* languages, 
under modified, but not radically changed terms, is 
exp]‘(\ssive of blackness, and which was originally 
conferred upon a dark-coloured ])('ople, as (h'scaap- 
tive of their appearance, by tlu' affrighted nations 
of a lighter complexion, whom their boldiK'ss and 
ferocitv' hav(' ru'urlv extinguislied. I'lius the origi- 
nal iidiabitants of the liigh tabh' land of Abyssinia, 
a much lighter-coloured race tiian th(> Grv'eks, 
called th(' people of the surrounding low countries 
Galla, for the saini' reason that tlu' Greeks gave 
them the name of Ethiopians. In the Geez, or 
Ethiopic language, tlicis^lpeopk! are styled I'okru- 
ree, blacks, and their cmliltry Tokruah; and we 
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find that the Arabs and Indians, also influenced by 
external appearance, call them Seedee, and tlu'ir 
country Soudan, iroin the word asward, which sig- 
nifies black. The Homans, in like manner, ga\ (i 
them the name of Nigritie; and we ourselves call them 
Blacks. Two nations of Calla or blacks, vei’y dificrent 
in physical character and social condition from ('ach 
otlier, are now found in tlie country of ancient 
Etliiopia ; the Shankalli, or the true negro, and tlie 
Daukalh, who belong decidi'dly to the Circassian 
variety' of marjvind, possessing round skulls, high full 
f()r(']i('a.ds ; the position of tlu^ eyes rectilinear ; the 
nose, mouth, and form of countenance being in every 
r('spect concordant with the characters assigned to 
that (y})e of tin; human race, excepting their colour, 
which was a dark brown, or sometimes quite black. 
Th(‘ir hair, \\hi(;h is much frizzled and worn very 
full, is a savage caricature of a barrister’s wig. I 
could perceive no otlu'r diflerence in fl'aturc's or in 
tlie tbrm of the liead bi'tweeii ourseh es and scu eral 
indi\'iduals of this people ; indei'd, there was ofti'u 
sucli a striking resemblanci‘ betwi'i'u them and 
somi' of my Ihiropi'aii aiH'piaiiitances, tliat it nas 
not. unusual for me to distinguish tlu'in by bestowing 
the names of some of my far distant friends u])ou 
tlieir Daukalli counterparts. 

Ih'spi'cting the iiumeroi's sa\age tribi's. known 
in Eurotie under the giaieral term (lalla, I Avill not 
anticit)at(,‘ the resjilts of my subsi'qiumt journeA', 
Avhich afforded mc%tter oiqiortuuity of forming an 
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opinion as to the real cliaractcr of these people, and 
of comparing them \vith others, who seemed to me 
to have one common origin, hut who dithir very 
materially in the historical (;ircumstances whicli 
have marked the period of tlicir long separation. 
I siiall, therefore, return for the jnesent to v\den, 
which wo reached early in the moining of tli(' 
first of ]\Iarcli, three' days after having left d’a- 
jourah. 

From Back Ba}', a joint report nas immediately 
forwarded to C'apt. Haines by Lieut. Yon<iig and 
INIr. Ilatchctoor, announcing tlu' return of tlie brig, 
and the ill success that had attended their end(>a- 
vours to forward the stores and myself to Shoa, 
Fortmiat('ly, I was not long pe'vniittf'd to rc'maiu 
at Steamer Point, off which the i'hiphrate's was 
anchored, for bc'fore' noon of th(' sanu' day \ m ' 
arrived, T recc'ived fresh instructions from ('aj)t. 
Haines to embark again in the evening, and pro- 
ce('d in company wnth tlu' assistant ])olitieal ag('nt, 
(’. J. eVuttenden, Ksq., to Berberah, wIk'ih* tlu' grc'at 
annuid fair was then b('ing held ; fi’oni which plac(' 
it was arranged a native' boat should be* ('iigaged to 
take that ge'iitleman, his two servants, :nid myself 
back to Tajourah. Ciipt. Haines rightly suj)posing 
that some little jealousy had bee'ii excitc'd on tlu^ 
previous occasion by the appc'arance' of the brig 
.s5j;;before the town whicli might have implied that 
compulsion would be resorted to, should the inhabit- 
ants refuse tlieir n'quired assistnllce to communicate 



IMPKOYKU HEALTH, 


n 


AA’itli tho l^Anbassy in tlicv interior. One groat benefit 
bad resulted from t}i(‘ voyage — my liealth having 
con^derably improved. I'lic sea air, fresh scenes, 
and above all, the considerate kindness with 
which I was treated on board tlie Euphrates con- 
firmed the restorative reaction whicli had com- 

f 

menced in Aden. The depressing influence that 
for several months had held me in sick durance, 
yielded before the excitement of hope, and a new 
principle of life seemed to reanimate my nearly 
worn out framt*. 


VOL. i. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Arrival at Berberah.— "Description of tlie Town and Fair.- — 
Departure for Zeila.' — Tlie Town of Zeila.' — Hecotal Visit to 
Tajourah. — Time, from the 1st to tlie Gth of March. 

Berberah is situated on tlie sainc coDst of tlie sea of 
Babel Mandeb, but about 180 miles to tbe eastw ard 
of Tajourah. It i.s remarkable for having- bet'ii a 
mart for the cxeliange of African and Asiatic 
products between the merehants of either contint'nt, 
from the earliest antiquity. 

For the greater part of every year, during the 
S. W. AIojisoou. from September to ^larcli, this jikace 
is the husv scene of an extensive (-ommerce, and a 
deserted wilderness for the remaining months; after 
which interval, again tlu' ships of fori'ign and 
the caravans of native products Ix'gin to arrive. 
Another tem])or;iry town rise's as if by tlu' n and of 
some magician, and thousands of huts and mat 
houses an' ('recte'd upon the beach, wh('re but a few 
weeks before nothing was to be seen but bare 
sands; nothing to be lu'ard sai'e the howling of 
niimerons wild beasts, us they prowled in search of 
food, amongst the lu'apj^ of tilth and animal remains 
collected during the jirecediiig fair. 
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We came in sight of Berbcrah on the afternoon of 
tlie 4th of March. As the brig rounded a low 
sandj point, and entered the narrow harbour, 
scweral of the native's, who had bc'cn long watching 
our slow advance, the wind being very light, leaped 
into the sea, and swam on board. 1 could not 
avoid noticing immediately the apparent difference 
in disj)osition betiveen them and the people of 
'i'ajourah ; for a most sullen and distrustful bearing 
seemu'd to characterize the latter, ^vhile the Sou- 
maulee 5n the*contrary, at least those of Berberah, 
seenu^d confident that no vioh'uce or mjury ivoidd 
be ofh'i'cd to them, they seized tlie ropes thrown 
over the sid('s of the vess<'l to assist them as they 
climbed up, and in high glee they passed along the 
d('(‘k and on to the ])Oop, laughing, arranging their 
W('t waist-cloths, and shaking hands, as if they 
were among old friends. 

AYe anchored within a short distance of the 
town, and sc'veral of the h'ading jieople came *im- 
mediat(*ly on board. Tile bnsiiu'ss connected with 
mv ionniey to Ik'ilx'iah was transact'd at once in 
th(‘ cabin, the jn-incijial native authority, Alice 
iShnrmalkee, being ri'cpiesti'd by Mr, Cruttenden to 
provide a boat aiui other necessaries, which he 
readily consented to do. As it w as late, we none of 
us W('nt on shore ; althoi">h 1 do not believe any 
danger would have been incurred by so doing, a 
very friendly h'eling ('vidi'iitly existing on tlu' part 
of the natives towairds the English, without that 

c 2 
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abundant protestation of friendship pressed upon 
you, as it is by the people of Tajourah, which you 
cannot help feeling is altogether feigned. 

During the ('arlit'r part of the next day, 1 
ainused myself upon deck, making observations on 
the temporary tomi, and speculating on the difterent 
national characters of the mixed multitude which 
inhabit it. 

I'he UK'ix' appearance of Beiherali is iuost 
uninteresting, except, certainly, the harbour, which, 
if not a very ])rominent fi'uture, still"' a most 
singular one for its peculiar construction and 
admirable convenit'iice. A long low s])it or rais('d 
bank of sand and coral extends lu'arly a mile into 
the sea towards the west, paraUcd with, and at 
tile distance of about half a mile from, the rc'al liiu' 
of coast. W ithin the (‘iiclosed s|)ac(' of water good 
anchorage in four or six fatlioms is found nearly ii]) 
to tlx' town, which is situated around tlu' bit(’ of this 
little narrow inlet. 'I'he rise and fall of tin* tide is 
sufRcient to admit of very large bogalows. as tlu* 
iiatii e boats an' called, to be beaclu'd for n'jiair, or 
other [mrposes; and. in fact, during tlu' fair, 
a great number of tbe^(' vessc'ls do lie upon tlu* 
sliore, or in tiu' sliallow wat('r close u]) to tlu* town, 
giving totbe wliole a n'gular, dock-lik(', a})j)eara,nc('. 

So apparently accordant with the ruh's oi* art is 
the direction of tlie outc'r sea-nail, and its position 
so cidmirably con\'('ni('nt, tliat even a reliecting 
qb^l^ei' (.annot altog(‘tlier divi'st himself of the 
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idea, that it is not a 2)re-concerted work of art 
rather than the casual production of nature. This 
was certainly my first imiwession ; and for some 
time I cousidercnl it to liave been constructed in a 
remote 2)eriod of antiquity, when tlui whole of this 
co<ast was the busy scene of an extcaisive and lucra- 
tive? commerce, but that in tlu? ren olution of time 
and the everchanging jeursuits of man, the origin 
of this sea-2)rotectiiig mole had been forgotten, 
and the only rennembrance of tht‘ peo])l(' who 
raised it was ♦to be found in its name, which cer- 
tainly recalls to the mind that of a long-lost 
nation, the llerhers of Afi’ica. 'I’his was theory, of 
course', and my opinion soe3n efiangeel, when I 
feeunel that no other e'\ide'ne‘e of man’s resielence' 
existe'd in this neighbourhood ; no traces whatever 
of tliat industry and we'altli which must have 
diaracte'i’izeel tlie' p<xq)le who conlel lan e' projee-ted 
and completed such an exte’nsie e marine eh'tence 
for thenr navy anel e'onmu'rce. Subsequemtly also, 
ge'ologie'al e'xaminatious, and coin2)arison witii other 
edele'r reefs of sand anel enral, now forming ])art 
of. and which e'xte nd some distance inland, 
e'nable'd im' to C'stablish its ide'iitity Avilh them in 
sti'uefure and mine .al composition. I’inally. tliere'- 
fore', 1 bee*ame coinince'd that this was aiiothe'r e)f 
tlieese* he’antiful anel beme'Voleiit norks that Nature' — 
“our kinele^st nmtlu'r still ’ — has ])rovi(le'd for the 
security e)f heu’ fa\ourite', man ; for with an antie-i- 
pating care she has hea’e' cemstructed for Jiim, by a 
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curious yet simple economy, a safe retreat Avhenever 
in liis frail bark lie might be exposed to the 
violence of the Avinds and Avaves, on this otherAvise 
inhospitable and dangerous coast. 

In the afternoon a party, consisting of A. Nesbitt, 
Esq., First liieut. of tlie Euphrates, the Purser, 
Mr. PoAvcll, and myself, AA%as formed for the purpose 
of more closely examining Berberah and its 
curiosities. One of the brig’s boats Avas ordered 
alongside, and Ave soon found oiii’sclves carefully 
threading a Avinding course, amidst- tlu' n imerous 
fleet of bogaloAvs moored along-sliorc', greded as Ave 
passed beneath their huge missha])en sterns, by the 
joking salutations and laugliiiig faces of numerous 
alme, or slave-girls; Avho croAvdc'd tlie cabin Avin- 
doAVS, and the most striking features of whose dark 
countenances Avero roAVs of jK'arly tiH'th. ’fhe boat 
grounded about tliirtv yards fi’om dry land, and avc 
A vere obliged to be carried u])on the shoulders of the 
creAV over black muddy beach, being sd, doAvn 
amidst heaps of dirt; (he rotting deiiris of the sea 
and of the land, di'ift AAmod, loose sjtars. the hoiu'sof 
animals, and ('xcrements of man. fornu'd a barrie'r 
of tilth, over Avhich it AAas im|)ossil)le to choose a 
])ath, so AAT at once' struck boMly across to the 
nairoAV entrance' of \Ahid Ave' imagiiu'd must be a 
stre'ct, and e'lite'red the* teiAvn of Ik'rbe'rah. 

•|^I should sup])ose tlu're' were at h'ast from four to 
thousand huts ])lae*('d eiose'ly toge'the'r, unifeirm 
ize and e'levatiem, being gene rally of an oblong 
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form, about six feet broad, by nine feet in length, 
and five feet in liciglit. They consisted of a roof 
of mats, made of the doom palm leaf, or of a loiig 
dried grass, or else merely half-dried skins badly 
preserved, stretched over the usual stick skeleton of 
a Avigwam. There was not much architectural 
display, for being all roof, they did not avcII admit 
of it. Nor does convenience appear to be con- 
sulted in laying out streets, or even regular passages, 
only in so much, that a small spot on one side of 
the enttance ©f each hut is left vacant for purposes 
that may be imagined, and a succession of these 
sweet and pleasant places make a narrow lane, into 
which all doors open, and thus a convenient but 
dirty street is formed by which alone the visitor is 
enabled to perambulate this justly celebrated 
ajoinatic yielding fair. 

The r('sidenccs of the few foreign merchants, 
principally Banians and Arabs, are exceptions to 
this general style in the construction of the houses, 
and have some pretensions both to appear- 
ance and convenience, usually having mat walls 
to the height of four or five feet, Avith a long 
slanting roof of grass securely fastened doAvn by 
sticks of bamboo kaid transversely. The entrance 
is a kind of hall, opt'inng into the centre of a 
room at right angles, and which extends to the 
right and left, perhaj)s len or twelve feet on each 
side ; its breadth il' about ten feet. Behind this 
room is another apartment of equal dimensions. 
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which serves as a store or warehouse, and one end 
partitioned off by mats, contains the secluded 
inmates of the harem. 

One of tlie objects we liad in view in visiting* 
the fair w'as, to ])rociire some few additional 
articles 1 recpiired for my jouriu'y into the intc'rior, 
namely, a bed carpet, two Arab 1‘rocks of yellow 
nankeen, and a black camalim' or cloak. We 
accordingly bent our steps towairds the (juarter 
where lived our native friend, Slnirmalkec', w*ho 
w'as to assist us in making our pur(*]i^jses, bi,jt nhosc.' 
residence we should mner have found but for the 
crowd of armed idh'rs who soon sun*ound('d us, and 
Ic'd us with a kind of barl)arous state into tlu^ 
presence of theii* respected cliief. 

'file Avell-know'ii SImrmalkee, or Allee Allc'e, his 
rc'ul nanu', is now upwards of fifty yc'ars old, tall, 
thin, with sliglitly stooping shouldc'rs; his face* 
long, with small (piickly movijig eyc's. and thin 
white beard, dlie oidy deviation from tlie usual 
drc'ss of his countvymc'u is a white' cotton cloth 
turban, a distinction, with thr title' of sheik, ge'iu'- 
ralh assumed by tliose' who can re'ad the' Ivoran. or 
ha\e' ]>(“rfoi*n)e'el the* i)ilgrimag(' to .Mrcca. Some' 
fifte'e'ii or twe'idv years since', Shurmalke'e' was 
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chie'ffy instriime'nial in sa\ ing part of the' e-rc'W of 
;%he English hi ig, Mary Anne\ the'ii lying at anohor 
ik. the' hfirhour of lle-rhe rah, which was attacked 
|urned during the' night by the' native's, lb' 
^nsedf wounded on the* occasion, and the' mate; 
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and three or four of the brig’s i)eople murdered. 
Tlic Indian (ioverninent rewarded him munificently 
at tlie time for his generous interference ; and since 
th('ii, finding him honest, intelligent, and grateful, 
they have al'ways patronis(‘d him, alloAN’ing him in 
our eastern parts the prix ilc'gc of a British subject, 
with libcTty to 'hoist our flag in liis bogalows. He 
is now our native agent in all transactions with tlu' 
Soiimaulee inhabitants of Berberali and Zeila. By 
his industry and ent(‘rprise he has become the 
richest jium .Jong this coast ; nor is there scarcely 
a ])rii!C{' or petty chief in the adjoining countries 
wlio is not imh'bted to this African Bothschild. 

Wc restc'd onrselvc's u])on the onl)' ])i('C(^ of fui’iii- 
tui'e in tlie mat-walled room, a rude coucli of wood 
with a bottom of inteiiacc'd palm-leaf rope, covered 
vyitli a coars(' Arab carpet of as many colours as 
•Joseph’s jacked. e refused to take any refn'sliment, 
iu^ st'iit immediat('ly for the' articles we Avante'd. As 
usual, the' Islam spirit of elespoiling the' (’hristian 
e'xhi])it('d itse'lf in the e'xorbitant ek'mands of the 
Arab jiK'rehants, but Avliich in tliis case was 
deleate'd by the' |)rom])t iiite'rfe'rence of Shurmalkee, 
wlio dismissed tlie'in ve'iy summarily as mueh to 
ours as to tlieir suiprise'. As soon as tliey wc're gone, 
howe've'r. lu' e'xplaiiu'd die cansi', and ])romised to 
obtain the' things himsi'lf. befeire we went on boarel, 
at half file' price' tliat liad bee'ii demanded, desiring 
us not to take' any lurther trouble about tliem, but 
to proe'e'eel at once to vk'w the' town, at tlie same 
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time supplying us, as is the custom of these people, 
with two natives for guides, and also as sureties for 
our safety and freedom from molestation during our 
walk. 

Tlie a])pointmcnt of these sureties, or Abhahn, 
as each calls himself, to every stranger who enters 
the town, is a siiigidar but very necessary cliarac- 
teristic of the social condition of the inliabitants of 
Berberah, and is des(‘rving of particular notice. 
Gonvcniencc on the one hand and (uiterprise on the 
othe]*, have her(’ broi\ght together tlie ilindoo 
Banyan, the Maliomedan Arab, and the Vagan 
8oumaulec ; for (wen now scarcely one half of this 
latter people profess the Islam faith. A\’ith no geiu'- 
rally acknowledged superior, no established law, ('acli 
inhabitant depends u})on his own kec'ii knife, or that 
of liis Abbaliii, for personal safety and the' se'curity 
of his property. All are e([uall}' re'ady to re'sort 
a bloody appeal upon the least cause' of elispnte^so 
that eveay day is markeal by se)ine fatal epiarrel, and 
('ve'iy night b}' se)ni(' re)bbery anel ^^ol('nt de'atli. 
Kve'ii the murdering Danakil shakes his lu'ad ’whe-n 
he spe'aks e)f the' Fair of Be'iherah, ele'iiejunehig it as 
be'ing “ shatan. sliatan whilst the wise-st iind 
the best men of e-vei’y natiem or tribe, whe) are* lu're 
assembleef s])('ak ope'iily the'ir ele'sire*, that senne 
])e)werful Islam, ew cvf'ii F('ring('(' fie)\'e'rnme'nt, 
should take actual pe)ssessiou, both e)f this port and 
of Zeila also, Fnele'r such circumstance's, the 

^n merchant, accustomed in his own country 
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to the protection of law, or of some regularly 
established authority, consents but reluctantly, and 
then only from the prospect of immense gains, to 
risk his person among a people so violently bar- 
bai’ous as are the Adal tribes occupying this portion 
of Africa, who liave lost none of their ancient charac- 
ter significantly recorded in tlie Periplus, as being 
“ unciA ilized, and under no restraint,” To protect 
himself in some measm'e the trader has ix'course to 
the system of procuring the constant attendance of 
one or more outlie nativ('s, whose duty it is to guard 
their ('uiployer from molestation. 'Iwo-thirds of 
the Soumaule(' ]iopulation of the town are engaged 
in this manner. No sooner does a stranger arrive 
than lie is surround(*d by natives, each soliciting to 
1)0 employed as his Alibalin, and are almost as 
importunate and as troidih'somc as the hoted-barkers 
who infest tlie piers of our wati'i’ing-jilaces. 'The 
important privilege of supplying sti’angers Avith 
Abbahns is moiiopolizc'd by one tribe living in the 
ncighbouihood of Ihaberah, calk'd llarei'-good- 
llade. but not AA ilhout considerable opposition from 
another tribe calk'd Hari'c- Abdullah, Avith Avhom 
serious conflicts sometinu's take ])lace Avithin the 
town, avIk'ii ail business is suspended for three or 
four (lays in consecpumce. 

Ih’c'ry shi]), or hogaloAA, arrhing at the port is 
boardi'd, at least a mile from the shore, by a ciwd 
of Soumauk'e Altbal|RS, and on the occasion of the 
Kuphratc’s ajiproachii^ Berberah, a number of these 
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nuked visitors, as I lia\'e before mentioned, swam from 
shore a very long distance and were takcai on 
board. 

4 

Follo^ving Shurinalkce’s advice, we started, ])ut 
certainly not to si'o tin? town, though wc passed 
through it ; tor with ('yes Ix'iit upon the ground, w'e 
carefully picked our way along the narrow str('et, 
not four fec't wide, the tops (d’ tlu' stinking skin 
wigwams and mat-lmts pfesc'iiting one uniform 
dark hwel, just tlu' lu'ight of our nos('s. 'J'he 
outskirts of the touii wen' etpially offeirave. but 
more particularly iiiarkc'd by th(' \ast (juantitj' of 
boiu's of all eatable animals stn'AVC'd about, and the 
vc'stiges of nuuu'i'ous cooking tires, e\erywh('r(' 
telling of the sites of foruu'r houses, and that a h'W 
wc'cks before tlu' fair must lane Ix’c'ii ('\('n more' 
extensive. About hall-a-mih' to tlu' h'lt of the 
town, (Ui a slightly elevatc'd mound of sand and 
coral, was a ruined mos(|ue, the onl\ apjK'arance of 
a stone building in tlie neighbourhood. 'I'o this w(' 
proceed('d. our coin c'i'sation turning upon tlu' dirti- 
lu'ss of the town, its low Hat aj)i)earanc(' from ('\('ry 
})oint of \iew, tlu' singular charact<'r of its 
inh!il)itants. and tlu' givat imjxntance llei’lx'rah 
might assunu' in the ])oss('ssion of some highly 
civilized country, (w(' nu'ant llritain, of course'.) as 
one point from whence to .sjwc'ad through Africa the 
la'iietlts arising from science, and tla* hajjpiiu'ss 
attendant upon a knowledg(;,.pf the Christian faith. 

. . Around the inos(pie avc'IX' ^ tinu'rous gra\('s, ('acli 
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consisting of a low heap of stones in a line six feet 

long, enclosed in a large circle of single stones, the 

diameter of which sonn'tinies exceeded tw(aity feet. 

The direction of the gravels were due east and west, 

and a small space or opening in the cirdc in\nri- 

ably to the south, formed a kind of entrance into its 

area. Thev differed from tlu' strictly Islam tomb 

• 

ill not having the two, little flat stones at the head 
and foot, in tlieir less conical form, and in the 
circular (Miclosure. Their vicinity to the ruined 
mos(pu:^old, IfOAvev er, of tin' ]n’ofession of the Islam 
faith during the life of the d('(X'ased, \\Iiilst in the 
maniK'r of the burial it apiieared that suiaiA'iiig 
fih'iids had still adhered to the customs of their 
foR'fiithers. T might, too, have been mistaken in 
the real character of the building, and that winch I 
hastily concluded to be a moscpie, may have been 
some remains of a ttnujile of tlu' anciemt fiiith pro- 
fi'ssed by tlu' AfFah nation, and n hich I believe was 
Sabianism. 

Kroni the burial-jilace looking towards the south- 
(nst, Ave had a vieAV of the toAvn and shipping of 
Bei-berali. situated at one ('xtreanity of a spacious 
triangular plain, which we Avtav^ told ext(aided one 
hundred miles one ay in the direction of Zeila, and 
inland toAvards Hurrah nearly the same distance'. 
On our rt'tiirii to ShuiBnallf?t'e’s house, av(' AA'alked 
along the be'ach in front of the toA\m, avIk'I’c' Avia-e 
nuuK'rous avouk'h drying slu'i'p-skins, by stretching 
them in tlu' sun, })imiing them doAvu upon tin* liot 
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sands by broken pieces of bones in the absence 
of sticks. 1 obes, or the iarge cotton cloths worn by 
the natives over the shoulders and around the body, 
were fdso bleaching upon the beach after a careless 
wash in the sea. As we came nearer to the town 


we disturbed, as we passed, sever.al large bodies of 
men stpiatting upon the ground in deep con- 
versation, each armed with a .large heavy knif(' and 
a spear. We were also continually being jostled 
by busy native porters, who were coin'eying loads of 
gum and coffee on board tln^ bogalows, ‘or else 
laden with their return burdens of (!otton and cotton 
goods for the stores of their ein])loyers. 

We had taken our guns witli us, lia\ing started 
with the iiiteution of proceeding some sliort distance 
inland, but the sun was so very poAvcrful, and tlie 
prospect so apparently hopeless, of either instruc- 
tion or amusement being derived from the walk, 
that it was resolved, as I started on tin; morrow for 
Tajourah, tliat we sliould proceed immediately on 
board the brig, from tlie deck of wliicli we had a ' 


more extensive ^•icw of the town and surroundin<r 

n 

country, than any point afforded on shore, and from 


our numerous visiters, Arab and native, liad 
excellent opj)ortunitics of deriving information 
respecting the manners and customs of the Soii- 
tnaulce population, |<^{ 0 |o 
The appearance of the surrounding country 
IS to indicate that at a period not \’cry 
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lieaved from beneath the sea, or that the retreat 
of the latter has left the plain, extending to the 
westward and southward of Berberah, the dry 
land we now find it. At one time the coast about 
here must have been of a somewhat similar cha- 
racter to that which is now presented by the 
harbour of Zeila, deep narrow channels existing 
between extensive coral reefs, which, at the distance 
of three miles from the town, liave not one fathom 
in depth of water over them. At the time of such 
submersion of dthc plain of Berberah, the sea must 
then liave come up to the nearly regular line of low 
volcanic hills, ^vhich, commencing a few miles 
distant from the town, stretch in a south-w'cstem 
d^ection for many miles inland. This portion of 
tl^ then sea of xVden included a considerable part 
o®the country between Zeila and Hurrah, for tlie 
present coast-line, from the former town to Berberah, 
assumed as a base, whilst Hiirra]i may represent 
the apex, will give some id('a of the triangular form 
of this now habitable tract, which, 1 conclude, has 
been raised above the level of tlie sea by the opera- 
tion of some •♦ast upliea\ing force. AMiatever 
testimony is rccpiired for this opinion is i)resentcd 
by the geological clriracver of the nunn'rous small 
hills to the south of Bc'rherali ; ohl coral reefs 


studding the jdace eminences about twenty- 
five feet high as far ;^|^he e) e can reach. If these 
formations are C(msidered as insuflichmt authority 
for my founding an opinion upon tin' submarine 
origin of tliis country and its recent elevation, I 
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can only excuse myself upon the plea of en^a- 
vouring to give a better idea of its appearance by 
tliis allusion to its geological character, and which 
will at least, I hope, assist the r(*ad(n' in forming a 
more complete picture of Berberah and its environs. 

The next day was occupied in placing the boxes 
and packages of the ]\Iission into the native' 
boat, hired from Shurmalkee. This was effected by 
noon, and after a parting dinner with our kind 
friends on board the brig, i\[r. Cruttenden and 
myself proceeded to take possession' of our fresh 
berths in the bogalow. 

The little cabin of our new craft was about 
three feet high, and six or seven f(;et long, with a 
roof and floor of bamboo canes, over which were 
placed a few mats. Two servants of Mr. (Vutten- 
den’s being on board, they were told to ])repare the 
evening meal ; and anticipating b)' the direction 
and force of the wind that we should be off the town 
of Zeila by the next morning, Ave spread our carp('ts 
on the cabin-floor, and composed ourscdA Cs to reflc'c- 
tion or repose, no sufficient inducc'inent offering, to 
tem})t us to exj)ose ourselves in the sun upon (he frail 
unsheltered deck above us. After su])])('r a conver- 
sation, in which T could not join, was enten'd into 
with the ras, or ca])tain of the boat, by Mr. Crut- 
tenden, Avhose knowledge of Aral»ic admitted of 
this amusement; but as he generally interpn'ted to 
me the most us(>ful and inhTesting portions, and 
added some most valuable information nhich he 
had collected in his loiif? inh'rcourse with these 
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people, I had reason to feel happy that circum- 
stances had thus thrown me, upon the eve of the 
commencement of my own travels, into the society 
of an experienced and clever voj/ufjeur. 

March Qth . — We found ourselves this morning, 
on awakening, anchored at some distance from 
Zeila, at least six miles. I'hc sliallowness of the 
sea over the outstanding coral reef prevented even 
our small vessel from approaching nearer to the 
town, and I could see from the deck several natives 
wading from oyr own and otlicr vessels towards the 
shore. In about one hour, tlie keeper of the prin- 
cipal gate s('aAvard came on board in a small boat, 
bringing three slieep as a present from the governor, 
lie was accompanied by two or three of the Arab 
soldiers, of wliom sixty or seventy arc employed to 
defend the town, in cas(! of its being attacked by 
th(' Soumaulee of tlie surrounding countries. 

from wliat I could learn, Z('ila was lield by 
Arab and nati^(' nu'rchants; the l)t)wlar. or 
govc'i’uor, being appointed by tlu' Slieriff of Moclia, 
alio foi'uuM’ly I'eceived some small tribub' from tlie 
town. Allee Shurmalkiv has since my visit 
('itlua- seized or purchased this town, and lioisted 
indejieudt'id colours upon its walls; Iml as 1 know 
little or nothing savi* tin* men' fact of its possession 
by that Souiuaulei' chief, and as this change oc- 
curred whilst 1 was in .Vbyssinia, I sliall not say 
anything more upon the subji'ct. 

The oflic'er who ’. isiled us in our boat, carried 
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ratlier ostentatiously at liis belt, two large and very 
rudely made wooden keys, with projecting bits of 
iron wir(', which fornied a kind of apology for 
wards, l^’rom thc'ir appearance, I slioidd suppose 
that the locks tliey fitted were not cither of a 
very intricate or very substantial character, and not 
such as were calculated, without other ai^s, to effect 
the exclusion of uinvelconK? visitors. I liad not an 
opportunity of t'xamining tlio dedences of Zeila, 
beyond a sight of‘ its wall, twenty or thirty feet 
high, o\'(n‘ wliich could be sc'C'ii cc'rtiyn whifewaslied 
and ffrev stone lionses, with flat roofs. Besides tu o 
old guns, which we could sec' from the boat, lying 
dismounted u])on the sands, I was told there were 
a very few others placed on that part of tlie wall 
looking inland, 

Mr. Cruttciuh'ii forwardc'd to the govc'vnor some' 
few })ounds of guii])owd('r in return for the shc'ep, 
but decIiiK'cl on this occasion his ])olite in\ itation to 
visit him. ])romisiug to see liim on his retiu’ii to 
Bc'ihc'rah, which he liojK'd would he in a lew days, 
after sc'ttling affairs for mc' in 'rajourah. During 
the night, wo took advantage of the land brec^ze, 
and made Tajourah by the midebe of the next day. 
The difficulty of fixing upon our anc'horage u as not 
so nice an affiiir as with the brig. 4'be narrow and 
confined opening on the sunkem coral reef forms a 
^^ncl of submarine haven, directly in front of Ta- 
TOtirah, in which is the onlv scxmrc' anchorage. It 
was easily found by our vessel, whose' liglit draught of 



LAND AT TA.TODRAH. 


•. 35 


water admitted of its going over tlie reef in search 
of it ; and when found, allo^ved of our i)ringing up 
within a very few yards from the shore. This was 
no little convenience, for our hogalow only carried 
for communication with the land a small canoe 
made out of a single tree, and barely able to carry 
two persons. Mr. Crutteiiden’s sword was trusted 
to the liands of one of tlie crew, an excellent 
swimmer, who took rather a novel mode of convey- 
ing his bright burden to the sliore, swimming the 
whole way c«mpletcl} immersed, save the hand 
and arm bearing tlie sword, wliich w'as thus carried 
perpendicularly to the body, with an intuitive 
knowledge of the mechanical relief to the muscles 
of the arm affowied by a weight being carried in 
that manner. 

Mr. Cruttenden trusted himself into the frail and 
ticklish canoe, which hobbled upon the surhice of the 
V'ater as if its ill-adjusted centre of grav ity would 
upset itself, i le, howei i'r, was jilacc'd. not nitlioiit 
a certain dt'gree of wetting, safidy upon tlu' land ; 
and the dexterous paddler of tins tiny craft returned 
for mo. I realh" do not know hoAv I managed to 
convc'y myself into it, nor can I account reasonably 
for its doing so much for me to the shore ; but I 
recollect very Avell that 1 <.<msidercd it a regular 
escape, for had 1 been upset in my then weak state 
from my previous illness, 1 should certainly have 
finished my Afric.an tray||ls in the Bay of Ta- 
jourah. 
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Public buildings. — Religious ceremonies, law, and justice. 


I JOINED Mr. CruttcndcD at the house of tlie Sui- 
ta iin, being directed oii my way by a party of little 
slave cbildrcn. who formed a rather troublesome 
train, as they kept importuning me for buttons and 
beads. 'I’lie younger girls and infants, however, 
could not by any inducement 1)(.' ])revailed n])on to 
come near mo ; and wliat with tbc' shouting 
plaguing boys, avIio followi'd behind, and the 
screaming dying children before me, I began to 
think myself more of a curiosity tlian 1 bad Ix'fore 
believed mys^elf to be. 

The Snltami of '1 ajonrali n itli eoiisiderable polite- 
ness placed us, iinniediatcly on our arrixul, in ])os- 
scssion of the elevated eabin before mentioned, and 
the room below, and then left us to hasten forward 
the preparation of a meal, consisting of boiled rice, 
which was soon after brought in. It was ])biced 
i^^efore us in a large sancpr-likc dish, with a (pumtity 
bf 'ihilk in a curious kifid of basket, made ,of tlie 
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larger nerves of the doom palm leaf, sewed very 
closely together with a finer description of the 
same material; the inside was overlaid by some 
black vegetable matter, but of Avhat character I 
could never properly understand. 

Having arranged our legs as decently as we could 
around the table, which was incivdy a large mat of 
the palm leaf, we had nearly satisfied ourselves 
before the arrival of some promised lumps of meat, 
which, strong and tough, challenged the integrity 
of our feeth, m the ^ ain (‘udeavours we made to do 
justice to tins ])art of our host’s hospitality, for we 
miglit almost as well have attem])ted to devour the 
])ioce of round h'atlu'i* upon which it was brought, 
d’he latter piec^e of furniture, at all e’s ents, afibrded 
SOUK! degree of jileasure, for 1 saAV immediately an 
explanation of the obscure ])assage in .I'.neid, Avherc 
the Har))y (.'elamo is made' to say — 

.... Amhosa'^ sul)io-at mails altsimion' iiKaisas/’ 

which has been by commentatoi’s considered impro- 
bable! and absurd, from (he difficulty of supposing 
how tables, according to our ideas of tliem, could 
bo eaten, lly the sailoi's in the bed 8ea, and among 
the Arabs, fliese leatlieni interpositions between the 
ground and the food are very general indeed; and 
I do not sec why, in the extremity of a castaway 
crew, or in a time of famine, these tables, which 
they certainly an!, should not be devoured for want 
of other food ; and \)arallel cases lun e frequently 
occurred in modern times, ij^the numerous recorded 
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incidents where shoes and even the leathern peaks 
of soldiers’ caps have formed the only sustenance 
that could be obtained under similar distressing 
circumstances. 

In accordance with the usual custom in Arabia, 
and which custom has probably been imported from 
that country with the ]\Iahomraedan religion, the first 
day of our arrival was spent in friendly conversation 
Avith the people of the town, Avho Avere acquainted 
Avith ]\fr. Cruttenden from previous intercourse. All 
allusion to the husiucss aa'c liad co*.ne upon aa^is 
carefully avoided, the established etifpiettc of lios- 
pitable politeness leaving to the stranger the first 
day of arrival for rest after his journey, and for 
making him A^elcolnc on the part of his enter- 
tainers. 

I now assumed the dress Avhich laid been recom- 
mended as the most appropriate for my journey. 
Over a pair of loose drill trousers, I donned a long 
yelloAv froclv of nanlvcem A\'ith slee\ es narrowiim to 
the AATist, of a kind Avhicli has been used by tlu^ 
Arabs from the time in Avliicli the Periplus Avas 
Avritten, for among the articles of tlie commerce of 
fjie lied Sea there enumerated, are these very 
frocks, and the material of Avliich they are made 
Avas then principally import(‘d by Indian vessels, as 
at the present day. A large' straw hat, of the 
double Manilla kind, Avith a thick layer of cotton 
Avool between the tAvo Avails, formed a very light 
covcj'ing for the head, and being quite impenetrable 
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to the direct rays of an alinost vertical sun, was a 
sufficient protection against the evil most to be 
feared, “ a coup de soleil.” 

1'he morning after our ariival, a survey was taken 
of the stores which, during the past night, had been 
brought from the bogalow, and placed, part in 
the lower room of our house, and part in the little 
court adjoining, so that they might be under the eye 
ofXassah, one of the Arab servants of ]Mr. Crutten- 
den, who was appointed to watcli over, and who in 
fact slept amojig and upon, tlie boxes and packages. 
The apartment occupied by Mr. Cruttenden 
and myself was tlic elevated cabin, immediately 
adjoining the residence of the Sultaun. It was 
mther a long room, M’itb a sloping roof, the centre 
of wliicli was a few inches above our headf'., but at 
the sides was only two feet high fiom the tloor. 
'.rile walls consisted of frames, in which wei-e 
sliding shutters of most irregular construction, 
and of every dirtv colour that can be conceived. 
The floor of the upper end was raised about a 
foot into a kind of dais, or, as Tlr. Cruttenden 
styled it, a spare bed, not bi'ing more than five 
feet in its longest dii’cction, and upon whieh 
had been s[)r('ad his sleeping carpets for the 
night. The entrance into our novel residence ivas 
a siiuare hole in the fiirtlu'r corner of the floor, 
through whicih we ascended and descended, like 
stage ghosts, carefully inserting our toes in any 
little crevices we could see among suiuby dry and 
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rotten sticks, whicl\ assisted the mats in forming 
the wall of our lower apartment. 

Besides Nassah and a young man named Ab- 
dullah, a nativ e of Moclia, who officiated as cook, 
wc had another attendant, a slave who had been 
lent to us by Shurmalkee, on account of his ac- 
quaintance with the Arabic and Dankalli lan- 
guages, and who was of considerable use to us as 
our private interjireter. 

AA'lnlst W(' staid in Tajonraln our daily occupa- 
tions were not of -a very varied cluvacter,-'yet still 
they were such that did not fatigue us with their 
sauieness. Everv morning at sunrise', attended by 
Xassah, we strolh'd down to tlie beach, and 
indulged oui'selvcs in the liealtli-gi^ing bath. 
Towards evening, accompanied l)y some of the 
cliief men of the town, we amused oursebes and 
astonislied tliem by our dexterity with the.' riti(‘. 
'Ihc 'rajourali })eople themselves only Imasteal the 
possession of a solitary inatchloek, and the daring 
proprietor of tliis not nnfreejiu'ntly joined us, trying 
liis piece witli a new silver mounted oiu' whicli we 
had brought witli us as a, present from ('a])t, Ilaiiu's 
to Izaak, but as no iuduci'ment could pn'vail 
either upon liim or his son to discliarge it, X assail 
was always called ujam to relieve Ihese gentlemen 
from the danger and honour of firing. 

The features of our orderly Xassah nere a. good 
i'fpecirnen of those which characterize a nunu'rous 
class of Arabs, living on the sea coast of Arabia, 
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who are decidedly of negro origin. The word which 
designates them, in fact, expresses this; kSeedee 
being derived from the word Assvard^ which sig- 
nifies in the Arabic language, black. His face was 
nearly triangular, the apex at the chin, the base a 
long flat forehead, whilst his nose was the exact 
reverse of this, the apex being between the eyes, 
and its base below spreading out into two large and 
flat-like nostrils, \vhich seemed to repose upon, 
rather than arise from, his duskv cheeks. Ilis 
mouth was an» awful gap ; but all the deformity of 
his countenance was mor(5 than comy)cnsatcd by 
t^jB pleasing expression of his humorous looking 
little eyes, that told of single purposeness, fidelity, 
and contentment ; and that quiet resignment to (‘ir- 
eumstanees, which was a great characteristic of his 
manner and mode of expressing himself, “If it 
please Allah,” “ Allah has me in Ids kccjdng,” 
being favourite rejdies of his. 'fall and erect; 
his posture graceful without effort, in his well 
arranged Arab costume his appearance was very 
pictures(pie. Always on Ids guard from any 
surprise, and proud of his occupation, I could see 
that he was sincerely attached to his master, IMr. 
(Vuttenden. lie ac([vdtted himself very well 
as a marksman, with tlu' clumsy but handsome 
matchlock, and was certainly the “ niagnus Apollo” 
of the black beautii's of Tajourah. 

Our rendezvous on occasions of these shooting 
matches, was generally on the summit of a low 
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cliff of coral limestone, which stood a few hundred 
yards in rear of the town, and which extended two 
miles inland to the iiase of a gravel bank, perhaps 
100 feet higli, capped by a tliin stratum of coarse 
black lava. The undermining of this bank is 
very rapid and considerable during the rainy 
season, so that large masses of the superincumbent 
lava are continually breaking off and rolling into 
the beds of numberless temporary torrents bclo^v. 
The period of the first appearance of this lava 
cannot have been more than a fc'u 'Inindied ycfirs 
ago, and volcanoes ha\ e certainly (JxisU'd on this 
coast witliin tlic recorded history of tlu' earth. A 
few miles in the interior, between Ihiheita and Ta- 
journh, is still a rangx' of hills cvid(>nt]y of igneous 
origin, calk'd by the natives .libel Jaiiii, or Demon 
Moimtaiiis. The same name is also given to a 
more recently acthe, but very sma.ll volcano 
situated on the road to Shoa; and uliicli was 
represented by the natives to be tlu! residence of 
some turbulent genius confined tlu're by Soloman, 
in accordance with some of tlie commonly received 
Arabic traditions. 

This coral reef, howc\er, afforded the most 
interesting proof of the raising of tlu' coast having 
occurred during tin' present existing stat(' of things, 
as regards th(' direction of winds and currents in 
the surroimding s('a, as also of its being constructed 
■'by the same s])eci('s of /oophites, who are now 
producing its eount('r]»art in tlie pK'sent bay. I 
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have stood on this old inland reef during the after- 
noon, when the reflection of the sun’s rays from the 
surface of the present immersed bed of coral, in 
flout of Tajourah, has plainly showed the parallel- 
ism of its outer ('dge with that of the reef upon 
which I was standing, and a separation or indenture 
in the latter alsQ corresponded ('xactly with the 
narrow cliannel in nhicli ancliorage is now found 
near to the ’present sliorc, and Avhich must have been 
produced, in both eases, by the operation of similar 
natural wiuscs, •acting under exactly similar circum- 
stances. More alteration in tin’s part of the world 
]^.:'bcen ])rodiiC('d by volcanic action than can be 
c^ceived by (’iideuA ouring to form an idea of it by 
comparison with th(‘ change's eflected by tlie occa- 
sional outbre'aks of Vesuvius or Etna. Con- 
\ulsions (fl‘ tlu' (‘arth, and ejection of molten lava 
upon a most extensive scab', can ordy account for 
the irreat altei'ation ^vhich has e^ idc'iitlv, in modern 
times, tak('ii j)lace in tin* physical geography of the 
whole' country of Arabia, the eastern shore of 
Africa, and pre)bably ove'r a considcKible' portion of 
the he'd of the' Tneliau Oeraii in this iie'iglibourhood. 

Sir (f. M‘Ke'nzie’s elescription of the phenomena 
which have attende'el volcanie; actiem in Iceland, 
appre)aches some'Avhat to that Avhich maybe supposeel 
was here e)ne e exhibited, hr tlpt a sue*cession of con- 
vnlsiems, similar to the gre'at earthquake of Kntch, 
in Scinde, of which Sir S. Kaflles gives such an inter- 
esting account, liave hei-e, at some former period, 
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exerted the same a])palling agents, and produced 
the extensive alterations in the prenous cliaracter 
of this once blessed land, abounding witli life and 
witli natural beauty, but which is now, oven by the 
Arab, wandering over his almost equally miserable 
desert, designated, and most appropriately, as the 
“ deserted quarter of the world,” 

I'lie (lay after our arrival was occupied in |)re- 
paring and pu'senting such ])r('s('uts as w('re 
intended for tlie chief pc'oph' of '['ajourah, generally 
consisting of long robes or bo(ly-((iloths mf whit(' 
calico, and fotahs, (jr tiiu'ly manufaeturc'd parti- 
(uloiired waistcloth, much [)riz('(i l)ybofli the Aryt|)s 
and the Daiikalli. After this im])ortant hiisinfts 
was concliuh'd to the satisfaction of all, some 
conference's w('r(' held resjK'cting tlu' number of 
camels we should re’ipiiu', to a])])ortion tidrly 
among the nuiiK'roiis owiu'rs of tlu'ni, tlu' stores to 
he conveyed up; for th(> remuneration that was 
(hAermined upon being very high. ])l('nty of appli- 
cants w('re found putting in tlu'ir claim to be 
employ('d. TIk' conqx'tition would hav(' hi'c'ii very 
Ixmi'ficial, could it have' Ixa'ii brought to hi'ar U])on 
the price rexpiin'd for each cann'l ; but the unso- 
phisticate'd Adal savage* was as acute ii]»on such 
matters as the craftie'st Chinese, and the syste'in of 
le Hong merchant^,, of mono])olizing the* trade 
^s fully ae'ted upon by the* chie'f men of 'I'ajoui'ali. 
Mr. Cruttenden, as AVake'e'l ed' the* Ihiglish (j!()\erii- 
meiif.! >vas e)blig(xl to transact all business through 
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the hands of the Sultaiin’s agents, who were Izaak, 
the brother of tlie Siiltaun, and his friend and 
seconder on all matters of State policy, IMahoint^d 
(■assim. 'riiese worthies really deserved ^vhatever 
present they I'oceived .siibse(|uently to my departure 
from Mr. Crutteiiden, for the trouble, anxiety, and 
real dang(‘r they must have incunx'd in satisfying, 
pacifying, and deujiug the crowd of bulhing mur- 
derers, who all required a shaix^ of the hard, bright 
dollars, which w(^re alway s sure' to be poured into 
tlie town* in pa.ymcait of those services the English 
(iov(n*nment might require from them. Kalahms, 
or councils, wei’c being continually held, now to 
se|tle quarrels arising out of the discussion, and 
t^n to discuss again some other subject, until 
ariother (juarrel had arisen. 

l^early a month was spent in this unsatishictory 
manner, when M r. (Vutienden n'sohxxl upon imme- 
diately returning to Aden, taking with him the 
packages, llius putting an end to the deception and 
procrastination we liad submitP'd to so long. lie 
accordingly sent a lett(*r to ( 'aptain Young, niio 
was still at Berbc'rah, requesting liini to send again 
Sliurmalktx^’s boat to r('C('i\e us. Immediately this 
transpired, nhich it did only so soon as the mes- 
s(mg('r had departe d, we ol)served a remarkable 
incix'ase of imergy on tlu' part of Tzaak and 
Cassim, for during that day we Avere disturbed by 
the continual succession e)f parties coming to 
examine, and endea\ouring to form some judgment 
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as to the weight of, the different boxes, favomitism 
showing itself in allowing friends to make these 
surreptitious visits by night also, to determine tlie 
clioice of loads for tlicir camels. Excuses the ru^xt 
day were also made for our long detention, and 
assurances that we shoidd certainly start the first 
propitious day, which was considered to be the 
next Friday, at the time of the afternoon prayer. 

During the four Aveeks avc hafl been comp('ll(‘d 
to reside in Tajourah, fcAV incidents occurred 
Avorthy of being iT'corded. IMost of our dime avc 
AA'ere sitting beloAV in tli(‘ court, on a rude, cord- 
bottomed couch, coAcrcd witli a mat. Close to tlie 
ends Avcre placed* tAvo large pilloAvs, belonging to 
Mr. C’ruttenden, for us to recline' upon; Avhilsjt, 
before us, squatting upon the; ground, and 
ranged along the o])])osite aatiII, avcia' ge'iu'rally 
^omc of our Dankalli acejuaintaiice's, Avho seemed to 
be anxious to learn something of our institutions 
and manners. Discussions upon the Christian 
religion Avero \'ery frequent; and they soon Avere 
made to uiuh'rstand tin* difference' be'tAve'en us and 
the' Koman Critholic nations, Avhom tlie'y includes 
under one name — Faringee'. 

I also became acquainted Avith a singular mode 
of descent, oi’ manner in Avhich the' poAver and title' 
of Sultaun is transmitted to the next ])e)sse'ssor. It 
i/appears that Tajourah is principally inhabited by 
tAV’^o subdivisions of the great iVdu .Mle'e tribe, the 
same from Avhora it has been asserted the Abyssinian 
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name of this people (Adul) is dcri^^cd. These two 
families (the Burhanto and the Dinsarrah) have each 
their OAvn C7iief, who alternatel}' assumes the supre- 
macy of the town on the d(‘ath of the other, wliilst 
the next expc'ctant tills the offi.ce of Vizier, or 
chief adviser. This mode of succession does not 
appear to be peculiar to Tajourah, but to be a 
general ])vinciple of state economy through all the 
important tribes ; for, in tlie s:une manner, I had 
an op])ortunity of obser^'ing, ^vas dett'rmined the 
possesskwi of the chief dignity among the -Debenee; 
and T nais given to umh'rstand it was also tlie 
custom of the Wahamah, and tin' iVIuditce of 
Owssa. The ])res('nt Sultaun# of Tajourah is 
named Mahomed, and belongs to the Burhanto 
famil) ; the Vizier, who was absent on i\ pilgrimage 
t(|iMecca nlu'n w(' first arriv(xl, was the })rincipal 
man of the I)insari-ah. II(‘ returned in time 
to ix'ceive a ])r('sent, to ])re'sent him interfering 
in the arrangf'inents, which AV('re tlum just com- 
pleted, and a promise' of futuiv patronage' on the 
next occasion eef a kafila being required by our 
(Government. 11 is arrival acce'le'rnted, in some 
measure', e)ur de'parture ; for had we remaine'd any 
tinier ai'terAvarels, he would certainly, with his friends, 
liave e'ompe'lled a cliange in the distribution of the 
stores, and thus have led te) another detemtion, or 
perhaps would Inu e eii||i’el 3 pre'vcnted their going 
up to 8hoa. Izaak and v ashiin, who had had it se) 
far in their own hands, A> ere therefore interested in 



48 


DRESS OP THE NATIVES. 


hastening the departure of the kahla; and from 
the day of the Vizier’s first appearance in Tajourah, 
I found the boxes Averc gradually removed from 
under our oAvn care to the houses of the carriers. 
On occasions of counsel, it was usual for tlu' prin- 
cipal men of the town (Hukells, as I heard th(?m 
called) to assemble in front of tlu^ Sultauii’s resi- 
dence, where they sat upon thc'ir heels, or upon the 
large stones and trunks of tlie date trees plac('d 
for that purpose. AVith his back h'aning against 
the enclosure of his own liouse,, the (rSultaun 
Mahomed occupied a stone, with Izaak geiic'rally 
sitting on anotluT l)y liis sid(‘. together In'lping the 
parties present to^mall cups of strong Idack coffe(‘. 
'Phis was poured out of a loug-neck('d, gl()l)ular, 
earthenware vessel, of common ix'd clay, into tlu' 
mouth of whicli Avas stuffed a rpiantit}' of dried 
grass, to act as a strainer. The cups a\ (T(‘ of the 
same coarse manufacture, Inang exactly in form 
and appc'arance like tlu' \ery smallest floA\ i'r-])ots in 
a green-house, exc('pt that tlie latt(T, Avithout tlu' 
aperture at the bottom, Avould, I think, be much 
more eh'gant and coiiA'enii'nt. 

d'h(^ usual dn'ss of tlu’ males of 'rajourah Avas 
th(5 fotah, or Avaist-cloth, and tlu‘ sarn'e, which is 
an Indian t(Tm for ])art of a Avoman’s dn'ss, 
exactly corrc'sponding to it in us(! and sha})(\ It 
is a long robe, Avorn round the body, gcmerally 
of Avhite calico, Avith a red or bliu? border at the 
tAA’o extremities; it is usually among the toAvns- 



FEM ALE OllN AM ENTS. 


49 


people seven cubits lonp^ — that is, seven times 
the length of th(3 hand and arm from the elbow. 
yVmong the Bedouins — the peoph* inhal:)iting the 
country — it is but tliree and a-half, or about the 
same size as a Scotch plaid, which 1 noticed one 
day, as I saw the two distinct and yet similar 
formed garments drying tagc'tlu'r upon the ground 
after a shower of rain. 

'Idle ladies wear a long blue eliemise with short 
sleeves, and a vers heaA V necklace, made of beads, 
shells. Of of lavg(' carscnl pii'ces of mother of pearl, 
reposes upon tlu'ir d('licat(' bosoms. Ear-rings are 
a vei'v extraordinarv \ anitv amongst tlunn. 'idiev 
consist of larg(' loops of t\s ist{‘d*brass wire, five or 
six in numlx'r. placed each through its own per- 
foration in the outer lobe of the ear; whilst depend- 
ing;f jom each of these is one, sometimes two oblong 
plates of tin, or jiewter, at h'ast an inch broad, and 
one and a-half inch in length. Bracelets and 
anklets of brass and ])ewtcr, large and heavy, were 
very common among them ; and as they chanted 
their inonotonous songs of prayer or grief, they 
clattered them against (‘ach other as a kind of ac- 
companiment to their voices, 'fhey dressed their 
hair in a number of small jilaits, which Avere con- 
nected rouiul the bar w of (In' head by jiarallel bands 
of red or white cotton, interwo\'Cii with and cross- 
ing the hair transverselv. and in this manner form- 
ing a kind oi’ tipiiet uppu tiu' neck and shoulders. 

I was once a witness to the difficultv of unravel- 

* % 
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ling or combing out this intanglecl mass, which 
reminded me of the hair of Samson, interwoven 
with the web of the loom. The lady whose hair 
was to be operated upon sat upon a stone in the 
court, beneath one of our windows, and behind her, 
on her knees, was a stout hale slave girl, who held 
in both hands a long-handled wooden fork-like 
comb, having four very strong prongs, which slie 
dragged through the woolly, greasy, and black hair 
of her mistress with the force of a groom currying 
a liorsc’s tail. ► 

When not attired in their full dress, or arc occu- 
pied in household duties, the women Avear nothing 
else but the fotah, or waistcloth, which appears to 
be a garment common both to male and female 
Dankalli. The better kind of fotah passes tAviee 
round the body, and the ends are secured by t]ic 
Avomen by merel}' tucking them under a fold of the 
upper edge; but the men fasten it up with the belt 
of tlu'ir never absent short knife. tSandals made 
of several layers of coA\-skin, prc'paiv'd Avith the 
hair on find sewed together by n thong of k'ather, 
sometimes in a vei’v neat and ornamentfil manner, 
are Avorn by botli sexes, and ai’e secured to the foot 
by a loo]) lor the second toe, and slight strips of 
leather crossing the ancle firi' attached to the he('l, 
and to two small Inppels on the sides. 

; cliibb’CH, Avho liv(? in the houses of their 

Oilers merely for the pur|)ose of recruiting iiftor 
their long and painful journey from Abyssinia, live 
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happily enough wliilst in Tajoiirah ; for too young 
to compreiiend tlic evils of their destiny, and their 
bodily wants being carefully attended to, they soon 
regain tlieir lost condition and hcaltli, and are then 
forwarded to the markets of Moclia and other parts 
of the lied Sea. They are nearly all di’cssed in a 
long dirty frock of v('ry coarse calico, which consti- 
tutes the whole of th(nr apparel. The male inhabit- 
ants of 'J'ajourah have no otlier occupation than the 
traffic in slaves, which they ('xchange for the mcr- 
chandis# of India and Arabia, but principally the 
fornnu’, whose tradt'rs they meet at the tiiir of Iha- 
berah. 

'riu' women occupy themselves with liousehold 
duties, and carrying >vat('r from a wdl about half a 
mile from the town. Idie wati'r is carrh'd in larg’c 
n||ire skii IS of the goat, which they tan with the 
pounded bark of a mimosa, v(Ty common in the 
jungle near the town, and Avhich, moisttaied with a 
little water, they rub w('ll into the skin. If it be 
designed to be di\('st('d of the hair, the skin, before 
l)(‘ing taniK'd, is l(*ft for twm or three days until 
slight ])ntrefaction has coinmenced, and the hair 
is tluMi ('asily detadied. 'fin' most laborious occu- 
pation of th(‘ women is grinding tin’ jowaree, or 
inilh't, which is imported into Tajourah from Aden 
and tlu' Persian (Inlf. 'riiey use for this purpose a 
large Hat stone, concave b'oni abo\e downwai’ds, 
and placed upon the ground, bc'hiiid this upon her 
knees, the woman, half naked, ^vitli long depeudiiig 

M 2 
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skinny breasts, hangs over the mill, passing and 
repassiiig the grain beneath a large heavy rolling- 
pin of stone. Duiing the progress of the operation, 
she frequently sprinkles the bruised mass with 
\\ater, until a fine powdered paste is produced, 
which, A\ ithout more preparation, is carried away 
to be baked upon the kilnlikc oven I ha\'C l)efore 
described. It requires some time to make a few 
pounds of Iwead in tliis manner ; and when baked 
into flat cakes of about om' pound each in weight, 
they are, as miglit be expected, very hea^ }, and oi‘ 
a disagreeable acid tast<\ ^^’hilst grinding, two or 
three sla\('s, or women, (for the; same term is 
applied to all,) relieve each otlier, so that labour, 
except in the house of a poor man, is not great. 

I saw in Tajourah two old num weaving, who 

had learned the art in Abvssiiiia ; also an Arftb 

«/ 

blacksmith. It is usual for :ill the young men to 
be able to make their own sandals. One of their 
principal occupations in-doors is to mak(' wooden 
spoons, sometimes carved in a most elegant manner, 
and fedecuiahs, or rests for the head during the 
night, and which are the constant companion 
of the Dankalli when jouiiieying. 'I'hey difh'r 
considerably in form from the wooden pillows of 
the New Zealandei’S ; but still it is singular that a, 
somewhat similar manner of resting the head 
during the night is in use among these two distant 
and distinct nations. 'I'he ancicjit h’gyptians em- 
ployed tli,e fedeeiiah exactly of tlu^ shap(! of those* 
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of the Dankalli ; but these, it seems, were some- 
times made of alabaster, and covered 'with hiero- 
glyphics. 

The principal moscpie of the place stood at the 
further end of a large open space, reaching to the 
sea-sl\ore, in the centre of which was the solitary 
cannon used as a saluting battery on particidar 
occasions, and tlie tonchliole of which vied in 
extent with the bore of the piece. Occupying one 
side of the open space was the scpiare enclosure of 
mats, wi^lii little huts of the same mati'rial, which 
had beeli erected for the use of the Tnglish agent 
in Tajoiirah, IMr. Ilatchetoor, on the occasion of 
the last katila, or second division of the stores, 
being s(mtup to ShoaAvith 'Messieurs Bernadtz and 
Scott. 11 (.'re, during one night, three of the native 
servants were' treacherously murd('red as they lay 
alieep, by some of the inhabitants of the town. 
On the otlier side were* a few native houses, stand- 
ing in the usual compounds, or courts, and out of 
tlie doors of which pcepc'd, Avitli a mixture of 
curiosity and alarm, scA'cral little slave cliildren 
Avhenever avc passed by. 

d’his mos(pie stood betAveen the commencement 
of two iiaiTOAv lanes, the one leading through the 
town, the otlu'r to the Sidtaun’s house, and completed 
the third side of tlu' irregular s(piare, Avhich Avas 
open toAvards the sea. The moscpie Avas built in a 
s(]uare form, Avith the untrimmed branches of trees, 
as they Averc cut off in th« jungle, and thatched 
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witli leaves of the palm-tree, fastened clown by the 
common string of the country, made of the leaf of 
the doom palm split ajid twisted by the hand into a 
strong rope ; a small fence of stones, two or three 
feet high, enclosed in front a little semicircular 
court, in which were planted four palm-trees, two on 
each side of the entrance. In this court, squatting 
under the shade of the trees, or idly lounging upon 
the top of the wall, were collected all the idlers of 
the town; and as these, besides gossiping and dozing, 
were particularly attentive to tlie daily ptT^vers and 
ablutions as prescribed in tlic Koran, 1 r:.id not a 
doubt that they Avere the worst characters in I’a- 
jourah, for I ncATr met among the jMahomedans a 
strict obseiTer of tlie stated liours and forms of 
prayer, but I alwa} s found iiim to be crafty, design- 
ing, and treacherous. The only man I ever uctet 
with during my subse(iiient journey, ayIio deli- 
berately, and for da} s, Avatched for an opportunity 
to assassinate me, AAas one of these ])harisaical 
rascals, Avho ahvays chose the largest boulder or 
detached ])iece of rock he could find, on Avliicli to 
exalt himself aboAc* every one else during the per- 
formance of liis prostrations or pi-ayers. 

Tavo other niosepies, the only stone buildings in Ta- 
jourah, wore much inferior in size to tlie one I liave 
just descriljed, being but a foot or tAvo higher than 
.the devotees; the roofs Avere flat, and a wliite liinc- 
Avash, pre[)ared from tlie roasted shell coral reef 
Rebind ^lie toAvn, slacked Avith Avater, had been 
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freely applied to the walls outside, but having no 
windows, the interiors looked like open sepulchres. 
One of these stood at a short distance beliind the 
house of the Sultaun, the other hanked the sea 
front of the town, at the opposite extremity of which 
was a ruined stone building, of a square form, 
standing close to the water’s edge, and which, I 
suppose, was meant originally for a protecting tower, 
hut nothing except the remains of the walls were 
left to enable us to form any idea of its original 
character. The mosque on tlie sea-shoi'e was much 
frequented at the time of tlie morning prayers, 
immediately before and after sunrise, great num- 
bers of the inhabitants taking advantage of the sea 
tp indulge in a more extensive ablution than they 
q’piild conveniently ])crforni during the rest of the 

iA.lthough I always professed to be of the same reli- 
gion as Mahomet, that \\c both covdd liave worship- 
ped God together, and as regarded the stated number 
of times, T might also have been an advocate for 
the first pro])osal made to him by the angel Gabriel, 
of at least five hundred prayt'rs per day being neces- 
sary, still J objected to the knvs and regulations lie 
had established, and preferred, with all deference 
to the opinions of my Dunkalli friends the institutes 
of .Jesus; and as tlnw admitted he Avas a prophet 
sent from God, I con.tendi!d that I could not be 
much in error in following his instructions, even if 
judged by the Koran. 1 did not find it necessary, 
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therefore, to become a convert to Islamisni, or I 
might, as the enterprising Burckhardt has done, 
dilate upon their belief and form of worship. 

T noticed, that they prayed veiy regularly five 
times a-day, with their faces turned towards INfecca; 
once immediately before and again after sunrise; 
then came the Assair, or afternoon prayer, between 
three and four o’clock ; and again before and after 
sunset. Each service is preceded by carefully u ash- 
ing all parts of the body tliat are not covered by 
the clothes. Ehc ceremony commences by several 
devotees standing up in oiu' long row in front of 
the mosque, which is always so built as to have a^^ 
proper regard to the situation of .Mec(ta. 'I'lieir open| 
hands are tii'stbrouglit closely up to the ears, whilst ' 
they repeat sonu' short ejaculations respc'cting the 
greatness of G'od, the com])assionate, the only one; 
then stoo])ing in the attitude of a low bow, the hands 
resting on the knees, something of the same sort is 
again repeated, and down they all sit togc'ther, in 
the Arab fashion, on the bent h'gs, not ci'ossc'd in 
front, like tlu' Turks, but turned under them the 
contrary wav. .Vlh'r sundrv satisfactory looks 
about tliem, and stroking llu'U’ beai'ds, if they 
have any. all bend their heads to tlie earth, pn'ss- 
ing the forehead hard upon tin' ground two or 
three tinu'S snccessivelv ; then. afU'V a little more 
^ling, turning to their right and h'ft hands, they 
repeat^dn each position, protestations of peace with 
al]lfe||||||jk’orld, and rising up, depart to their several 
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nvocations, meeting again at the next stated hour 
of prayer, to repeat exactly the same devout cere- 

moiiinl. 

On one occasion, 1 had a good laugh at the 
little play of some l)oys of the Sultaim’s house- 
hold, who pretended to go through the ceremony 
of circumcision, and in which they performed their 
parts with great gravity, and all attention, no doubt, 
to the details of' that, to them, very interesting 
operation. It must be observed, that circumcision 
among the Dankalli, as among other INlaliomedans, 
is frequently deferred to a very late period, the 
boys, or young men rather, being sometimes sixteen 
or- eighteen vears old before they are thus made eli- 

■W ~ . 

^ble for reception into the paradise of the faithful. 

procf'cd, howe^■('r, with a description of the cere- 
mony. as it was acted in the little court before' our 
house, 'fhe door being thrown open by the attend- 
ants, a boy, n'prcsenting the grave old Kadee, with 
the operator, (mtered side b\ side, followed by the 
father and the candidate for circumcision, and tliese 
by a crowd of friends who, v ln'ii the o])eration began, 
formed a circle ladore the Kadee and the father, who 
sat very sedately upon a couch, 'fhe operator, with 
a ])iecc of stick, then commenced acting his part, 
whilst the boy laid upon his back on the ground, 
kicking and slirieking, pretended to suffer great 
pain, Avhich, as in our paDLioiniines, was, of course, 
the fun of tlu' whole thing. He, unfortunately, 
overdid his part, at least did it so natiirally and 
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with SO much noise, that some of the neighbours 
came rushing in to see what accident liad happened. 
Their appearance put to flight the whole company 
of juvenile actors, who got off’, however, with some 
tumbles over each other through the narrow door- 
way, except the circumcised one, who being caught 
by Shurmalkee’s slave, Abdullah, got a few cuffs 
upon the head, and a kick or two behind, with a 
polite request that he should convey them to the 
mock Kadee, as part payment of his expenses on 
the occasion. I took a note of this as it' afforded 
me an opportunity of completing the account of the 
ceremonials of the IVIahomcdan religion by llurck- 
hardt, all of which, excepting the circumcision, and 
which, by-thc-by, he must have submitted to, ^ 
has so admirably described. 'NAuthout comprontw- 
ing myself, I had an opportunity in this farce of 
witnessing the princi])al features of the first neces- 
sary step of IMahomedan proselytism, as performed 
according to law. 

I frequently o\)Scrvcd a religious ceremony that 
seemed to be a spontaneous outbreak of religious 
fervour on the part of individuals, rather than a 
generally r(.!Cognised portion of their devotions. 
Towards evening, a large circle of some twenty 
or thirty men Avould commence a loud and long 
continued repetition of the word Allah, for nearly a 
quarter of an hour ; and then being servi'd, each 
draiik a small cup of coffee, whilst one of their 
number, with an open Koran on the ground before' 
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him, read a portion of one of the chapters, at the 
termination of which would commence again the 
calling upon the name of Allah, rocking themselves 
backwards and forwards in the most violent manner 
until nearly exhausted, when another supply of 
coffee being ready, and a portion of the Koran 
read as before, they prepared themselves for 
another bout of the vociferation. This they called 
a zekar, and would sometimes keep it up the whole 
night, much to the disturbance of their less devout 
neighbotirs. 

The Dankaili women are greater apparent devo- 
tees of Islam ism than tliose of any other eastern 
country I visited. Continually, whilst at work, they 
chant some sacred ])assagcs of the Koran, or as- 
semble in each otlier’s houses to join in domestic 
z4^rs; and liere 1 must observe, that though some- 
what attempted on the part of the Sultaun’s family, 
from an affectation of Arab customs, the women are 
not precluded, except by their own feelings of pro- 
priety, from the freest intercourse with the men. 

In their judicial proceedings, they affect to be 
dii'ccted entirely by the law of the Koran, and have 
a very (juiet fat old Kadee, who superintends mar- 
riages, circumcisions, and other civil and religious 
ceremonies ; but from what I could learn from a 
convei'sation held by V \\ Cruttenden with C'assim, 
very summary proceedings sometimes characterize 
their administration of justice. 

Ohmed, the eldest son of the Sultaun, had with 
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real Eastern cunning, obtained a present from us on 
the plea of his going to .Vbasha witli me. On the 
near approach of our departure he intimated, in reply 
to our asking him if lie were ready, that when he 
said he was going to Abasha he meant to Gondar, 
and not with me to Shoa; and seemed highly idonsed 
at having thus outwitted ]\lr. Crutteiiden, who sup- 
posed that by Abasha, Ohmed meant to say that Ik? 
was to accompany me to Shoa. Of course, under 
our circumstances, Mr. C'ruttciuh'n could only tak(' 
this dccejition in good part ; but in t]l(eo^•clling, 
Ohmed and a good numl)er of the jirincipal men 
being in our place, aSlr. Cruttcuidcu commenced the 
conversation by asking Cassini, if then' were juslice 
to be procured in 'rajourah ? ‘'Of course; cer- 
tainly. Do we not proh'ss Islamism was the 
prom])t and almost offended rejdy. “ 'then liow 
you punish tlieft ?" asked Mr. Cruttenden. “Oli,” 
replied Cassim, “we drag the tliief down to the 
beach, and haul liini about in the st'a-Avater till his 
stomach is c[uitc full, we then ilrag him along the 
sand till he throws it uj) again ; after that, we kill an 
ox, eat him, and mak(' the thief jiay for it; and he 
then is recei\ed into sociidy again." 'Ihis was too 
amusing a relation not to be interpreted to me by 
the kindness of ^Ir. Cruttenden, avIio postponed 
the application of the reason of his impiiry, to the 
deceit practised upon him by Ohmed, for the jmr- 
pose of enjoying w ith me this account of the wild 
justice of ^the Dankalli. 
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Reception of visitorK by the Sultaiin of Tn joiiriili. — Arrival in that 
town, from 81ioa, of I)eni(‘triii.s and Joannes. — l^iiins and remains 
of anti(|uity. — Preparations for our departure. — The day ti.ved 
for onr start. — Leave Tajourali on tlu^ 27th of March. 

OrjuNG niy stay in lajnnrali, tin' fair at Bcrbcrati 
broke u]), and tliree or four boats belonging to tbe 
town returned, some of tbem firing guns to an- 
nounce tbeir a|)])roaeb. tbe reports of wbieb. as was 
justly observed by N assail, being very tbin com- 
pared to good fat Ibiglisb oih's. 

As ('acb boat anebored, tbe rais and jiassengers, 
if tliere were any, dressed in tbeir cleanest and best 
apparel, proeeed(‘d to the Snltann’s bonsi', escorted 
by a mol) of tbe tou nspeo])lc. to an audience with 
bis Majesty, who reei'ived tbem with great formality, 
Kvcrv one touebed bis band, and tlu'ii kissed tbeir' 
own, ])laeing tbe ends of tbeir bngi'rs immediately 
afterwards on tbeir foreln ads the nsnal modi' of Arab 
salntation. After this, tbe wliob' assembly repeated 
tbe opening eba])ter of (he Koran ealb'd tbe 
Fabtab, to intimate tbe ])eaeeal)le nature ot tbe 
meeting. 'I'lic latest news of the fair were now 
discussed, the ever-eireulaling coffee sei^t round. 
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the Falitnh again was joined in; and so terminated 
the business of welcoming the return of the parties 
home. 

Some three or four days previous to our starting, 
a kafila from Abyssinia came in, and with it arrived 
two Greeks, who had long been residing at the 
court of Salic Selassie, the Negus, or King of Shoa. 
Their names were Demetrius and Joannes ; whilst 
in Abyssinia they had professed Christianity, but 
now found it convenient to be very dcs oiit ^lahoine- 
dans, and called themselves, the formcv, Uadjji 
Mahomed, the latter, TIadjji Yose])h. They unre 
in no A'cry good condition, ha\ ing Ix'en roblx'd on 
this side the IJ awash, b} one of the tribes of 
Daiikalli jieople liGiig near that liver. They re- 
ported also, that three discharged Indian servants 
of Capt. Harris’s were killed at the same time, and 
accounted for their own escape by their being 
'Mahomedans, They forther informed us that only 
one-half of the stores last sent up had reached Shoa, 
the rest having been plundered by the Bedouins. 
All the English party had, however, arrived in 
safety. They begged to be gi\'cu a passage to 
Aden, and also for any article of clothing we might 
have to spare. 

Our interview with these men took place in the 
usual court of audience, before the Sultaun , Isaak, and 
Cassim; and Mr. (Vuttenden having in the meantime 
sent his servant for two shirts, (’assim, to pnuxaitany 
dispute between the two men, very gravely undertook 
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to decide by lot which shirt each should have. 
Placing his face in his cloth he received from 
Demetrius a piece of stick, and from Joanntis a 
small stone, without of course knowing the; choice 
of either, then uncovering his face, he placed upon 
each shirt the representative? of the individual that 
sliould have it; and who, accordingly, recc'ived from 
the hands of the Sultaun the, to them, V('ry wel- 
come present. After our interview with these 
men, and we had re'turned to our own court-yard, 
Passim ciime in and remarked, it was verv foolish of 
Demetrius and his friend affecting Mahomedanism 
in Tajourah, when their religion and situation in 
Shoa were so well known to him, he having fre- 
quently seen tlu'in in that country. He seemed 
rather vexed at the mistrust (uinced by this cir- 
cumstance ; and, a])pealing to us, asked if we 
thought they would have laam ain' tlu' Avorso 
treated had tlu'y come in tlu' character of Chris- 
tians. \\\‘ found afterwards, that witli all tlu'ir 
protestations of poAerty, these men had brought 
down several slav<?-girls, whom they were desirous 
of carrying over to Mocha, and by their sah' obtain 
funds to carry them to Constantinople. This coming 
to th(' ('ars of Mr. Cruttondcii, he pc'rt'inptorily 
refused them a ])assage in his boat, and told them 
tliat if th(‘y brought Their slaves to Aden, their 
relative positions would certainly be revc'rsed. that 
they would be imprisoned, and tlndr ImiidsuoiiK'n 
be made free. 
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Having heard in Aden from conversations 
with a missionary who had visited Tajourah 
that some ruins existed near that town, which 
could only be referred to tlie labours of some 
liighly civilized people in a condition tiir supc'rior to 
the present state of tin* inhabitants, I was par- 
ticular in my incpiiries concerning the traditional 
history of the place. The Sultaun, who appean^d 
to be one of the oldest men, informed me that in 
his younger days stone walls of some ('xtent, but 
coin])letely in ruins, wen' to bc' sex'n on tlU' road to 
the well, and offered to accom])aiiy Mr. Cruttenden 
and mys('lf to point out tlieii’ situation. Their site 
wiis about half w av Ix'tw c'c'ii the town and the welL/ 
All traces of them above ground had long sincf^l 
disappean.'d ; but by raking ovei- the s[)()t with 
butt end of a spear very I'videut marks of the' 
foundations of some cxt(Tisiv(‘ buildings were to bo 
seen, but still were too indistinct to ('liable us to 
form any idi'a as to tlu'ir chara,ct('r. A ii'w yards 
distant from them w e found, nearl} jx'rfect, a regular 
fornu'd millstoiu' of ('Xtraordinary dimensions, made 
of a black coarse volcanic lock, and weigliing at 
least Got) pounds ; the Sultaun could give us no 
other account of its origin than that it iiad been 
brought down from the hills by tlu' rain, ih'sjx'cl- 
ing the stoiu' houses, foundations of which we had 
been ('xa’tdning. In* told us that he had bei'ii 
inflirmed l)y his father, that tin' 'Turks had erected 
them wlirn they had possession of the country. 
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It is necessary, however, to observe, that there 
arc no remains of ancient buildings, eitlier in tliis 
country or that of the Somnaulee, concerning 
which the natives wall not tell the same tale, 
that they were towns once occujiicd by the Turks. 
I was often told during my journey through the 
Adal country of ruined houses built of stone and 
lime, being in the neighbourhood, and my in- 
formants invariably added that they had formerly 
belonged to the Turks ; sometimes, as if correcting 
themselves, explaining that they meant the Ferin- 
gees, for that the old possessors had not been' 
Mihomedans but Christians. 

^ Proceeding to the well, we found the mouth of it 
surrounded with a. low fence of stones, about two feet 
llgh. 'Ihe shaft was about fifteen or sixteen feet 
ddep, to the surface of the watei’, which is always 
plentiful and sweet. At some little distance, their 
extremities placed in the earth, were six upright 
halves of the same kind of mill-stoiie we had just 
before seen ; all of wliicli, a(Tording to the state- 
ments of the numerous slave-girls who were filling 
their watef-skins, had been brought from some 
place among the liill^ by the torrents in the wet 
season, so far according witli the Sultaim's story, 
and perhaps originating from the same? sources of 
information. 

The (piestions that naturally arise are, to what 
people must we attribute these w orks of art, so supe- 
rior to the capabilities of the present inhabitants 
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of Tajourah, are even these rude mill-stones, and 
for ^Yhat purpose of manufacture could they have 
been originally designed, 'fhe climate of the country 
in which we lind them precludes the idea of their 
being used for the grinding of wheat ; nor 'would 
the jowaree, I think, bo used as food by people so 
advanced in civilization as these stones indicate. 

I am quite at a loss to account for their presence, 
for no production of this country, as it now' exists, 
coidd re(]uir(‘ tlieir employment, and the difficulty 
can Old}- be surmounted by supposing thevn to have 
'been the jiroduct of a period antc'rior to tlie 
volcanic era which lias mack' the Avhole of tbi‘ 

.y,i; 

country a desert. Sonu' examination of the coffi|: 
to the north and east of 'rajourah may, ptfha: 
at a future day prove tlie existence of exten 
ruins in tlie neighbourhood ; and this I feel morel 
inclined to belii've fi oni the nanu' of d'ajourah itselh,' 
which ajipears to me to signify tin' dependent village 
of the black jiiipulation, of soim* once great and 
flourishing city. 

The time was now'ajiproacliing for my departui‘e. 
The Aral) blacksmith bail bi'i'ii two or three days 
at work making me a crooked dagger to be carried 
with three small jiistols in my belt, and which 
enabled me to jiresent a very w'arlike front, d'lie 
iTimonrs of assassinations and Bedouin attacjks, 
isinade me wish to ho ready in cases of extremity. 

T am fully convinced that the greatest danger 
in travelling among savage and lawdess tribes 
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is fancied security, and to be really safe, the 
tra?eller must be always prepared to meet their 
attacks. He will find his best 'protection to be a 
constant suspicion of every man’s intentions until 
fully convinced of his peaceable character, or that 
he is quite aware of the ability to reward him for 
his protection and friendship, or to punish him for 
any attempts upon life or property. 

Two saddlobaj^s of cowskin dressed with the 
hair on, were made also by tlie blacksmith ; they 
had no pl’chmsions to elegance, ct'rtaiuly, but as 
they were capacious enougli foi- me to stow in 
them all th(‘ wardrolx' I iiad selected for the 
journey, and also sevc'ral pounds ol' biscuit, and a 
small cheese, 1 did not mind their not being of 
a ''’make that would luivc commanded the en- 

j;ifA 

tirfe approbation of a l)agMnan accustomed to 
travel oidy on Knglish roads. A mule was also 
[uirchased for mv use, a g(:K)d old Shnbah. as my 
Dankalli servant Alice used to delight in calling 
her. She was a remarkablv staid steadv-going 
animal of a sober grev colour, and had been so 
accustomed to travel up and down the road we were 
going, that I really bob ve she could have taken me 
to 8hoa without a guide', amt bad become so used 
to the H'gular slow two miles an liour pace of the 
camels, that slu' neVer could be induced to go on 
any faster, and alwftVs seemed most happy when 
she was at the very end of the line walking close 
under the tail of the last camel. 

r 2 
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.Mr. ( Viitteiulon and myself wore hard at work 
with oiir needles for tAvo days previous to the start, 
he kindly undertaking to manufacture a skin-case 
for my Avatcli, pock('t-compass, and ammunition; 
Avhilst I attempted to A'ie with him in his workman- 
ship b}' stitcliing together two strips of ox-hide into a 
belt, Avhich. for AAanit of the necessary buckles, was 
made to button in front. 'Fo this the sheath of ray 
Adal knife, or dagger, \\ns secured, as also a little 
bag for ca])S and bullets. AVhen finished, the Sultaun 
very graciously pronounced the belt to be a very 
creditable effort of genius, with Avhich encomium I 
felt highly fiattered. 

Movch Tith, the hiftf dai/ in Tajourah.—Tlj^: 
night before, all the l)o\es Avc're tcdvcn to the opeife 
place beyond tlie little stone mos(]ue in the real 
tlie Sultami’s house, preparator) for the grand s 
to onr first halt this day. Avhich T was positive]|f 
informed AAOuld be at tlu' distance of at least 
seven miles. It Avas not until late in the atternoon, 
tlmt r Avas called to Avitness the camels loaded for 
the first time, and to count tluMu, as they one by 
one ])roceeded on tlieir march. Air. (h’uttenden 
AA'as pieseiit to take fireAvell ; and a a\ hole circle 
of the ])rincii)ul hukells of the toAvn. Avho here 
held their last calahm, to place nu' ])articularly 
under the care of Oliim'd Mahomed, the brother of 
jC'assini and Mahomed, or as lu; Avas commonly 
called Khin Izaak, the son of Izaak, upon whom 
joirttly iTOAV dcnnlved the charge of the Kafilah and 
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myself. C'assim, one of the chief men of the tow’*^- 
and Tbrahim Shaitan, “ the devil,” (a \ei'y apJ g^^t 
priate name,) had agreed to ac company ns for I 
days, and sec us fairly started on our journey. 

The camels Inn ing alrc'ady got out of sight, the 
Fahtah was recited' by all present, and a general 
leave-taking followed. 1 shook hands with iSTr. 
Cruttenden, and after sinceredy thanking him for 
his kindness and the trouble he had taken in pro- 
viding everything nccessar} for my journey, 
mounted iiiy mule, and went on mv' way rejoicing 
at having at last turned my back upon Tajourah, a 
town 1 was most lu'artilv tired of. 
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CIIAPTEE V. 

Journev to Ambabboo, distance three miles, general direction 
south-west, along the sea-shore. — Halt for the night. — Journey to 
Dulhidl, distance .«evon miles, general direction nearly south-west. 
— Staying at Dulhidl. 

AVf. first passed a small stream which a shower 
among the hills during the preceding night had 
produced, and ^^hi(■ll Avtts now running! directly 
into the sea: then the wt'lL with the usual, 
laughing water-bc'arers, avIio in groups w 
meiitiiig upon tlie hei iugee Kafiiuh, and ai 
saluted me with <ui tibundaiiet' -t salaann 
Cassim was tlu' only out' of the group of liv 
that aecom])iuii('d me who was mounted, and he 
was unarmed, except with the common daggei|;of 
his countrymen. The remainder, ('xet'pting Ibra- 
him Shaitan, who liad made liimself particnlarl} 
disagrt'ejilde in Tajourah, wen.' stningers to 
I was given to understiind they formed a part of 
the eseoj’t of ten men wlio wei(' eiii'as'ed to 
accompany me on tin* jourm'y. Tlu'y were cer- 
tainly the most cut-throat looking individuals I had 
ever seen ; tlu'ir suspiedous glances, low whispers, 
and rumonred characters, for they wen' some B<’- 
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douins of the interior, made me feel rather uncom- 
fortable at first, and I almost felt inclined to get 
oft’ ray mule, and go to prayers with Cassim, wlum I 
saw him dismount as we rode along the Ijcach and 
commence his ablutions for tluit purpose. As, how- 
ever, he made no signal for me to halt, 1 ju’oceeded 
quietly along witli the rest of tiu' party till Ave 
passed a broad current, some fet't Avide, of small 
hermit crabs, that were marching along, at a great 
pace, from the sea, towards the north, in which 
dii’ectioii, it must be observed, Mecca lay. I pulled 
up my niiile to obseiu e what could possibly be the 
reason of such an array ])assiiig along, and myAvild- 
looking friends coming up, Ibrahim, nhose know- 
ledge of Arabic rivalled mine, looked in my fiiccA 
inquiiingly, and pointing to the crabs, remarked, 
“fehiiah rah r’ f where go) to whicli I replied in 
dually good a-abic, 'Miadge" (pilgrimage), at 
^lich he raised a loud laugh, and telling his friends 
In their laiiguagi', they seemed to enjoy the joke 
exceedingly. After this incident 1 got a litth' more 
confidence, and was just going to ask Ibraiiiin some 
({uestion relative to the time we should bo on the 
journey, when a sudden |jarn brought us to a 
little savannah, surround('d Avith date and mimosa 
trees, Avhilst beyond, rising high above tlu' bright 
green foliage, Avas a pret^v regular am])hitlieatro 
of high conical hills. As avc had been scan'cly 
an hour rcachin^this place, and 1 saAv by the 
boxes being piled up that a halt Avas. intended, 
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I was rather astonished at finding onr first day’s 
march so very short, and Cassira riding up, I 
put the (iiiestion to liiiii if it were intended to 
start again in the night, as is frequently tlie case 
with Kafilalis to a^'oid the heat of the day. Cassim, 
ho\ve\ er, told me that we should not start again 
until tile next morning very early, a number of 
camels and men not having joined wlio intended to 
accompany us to Abasha. My new servant Zaido, 
a slave of Ohmed ^lahomed, was here introduced 
to me. lie had been engaged to attend me on the 
road for twenty dollars, to be paid on our arrival in 
Shoa. He was a tall good-natured sort of 
fellow, but tile greatest coward I t'ver met amon^: 
tliese bravt' people, and the M'ry reverst^ im^thii 
respect to his much shorter fcllow'-slave|^^llc 
OhriK'd, who also liad been ordered by hi^^Ste 
to look after nu mule, and who Avas (n er r^ady t 
perform other services for m(‘ in the expectation o 
a few gilt buttons, and aboxeish, or present, atpart-^ 
ing. Neither of them was niucli mon' than twenty 
years old, but Alice liad proved himself a man of 
some courage in a battle with the Issah Soumau- 
lee, in which Ik* had opponent. 

Immediately on arriAing at the halting place, 
Alice took my mule, and Zaido brought me my 
cai’pet, Avith my Scotch jilaid and Arab cloak, Avhich 
Avere rolh.sl up in it, and arranged my bed for the 
nigfjpin an open part of the sjvytiiinah, placing my 
saddle iiijdei my head to serve for a pilloA^ 
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Cassim took up his position on one side of me, and 
Ibrahim on the other side of Cassim, whilst during 
the night Alee and Zaido lay, one at my feet, and 
the other at my head, to guard against any attempt 
to assassinate me during the night, it being 
known that many of the Debenee tribe had 
declared tliat no white man should pass again 
through their country, owing to a dispute about the 
dhision of live or six thousand dollars they asserted 
the Sultaun had received from the English, in pay- 
ment foii tlie purchase' of some small islands in the 
Bay of lajourah. I’he murder of three of Capt. 
TLirris’s Ikiropean escort, eight online days’ journey 
inland,' was a painful evidence of the vindictive 
spirit thus excited. From the Dt'henee I was 

aft(n'wards told T had more' to fear than from anv 

* 

other tribe I should have to pass through. 

During the night, I received a note from ^Ir. 
Cruttenden, ivliich 1 read and answered by the light 
of the moon. A slight shower of rain gai e promise 
of an abundant supply ol‘ wati'r during our journey, 
and was hailed liy all as a v('ry projations omen. 

March '2Hth . — ! [> and oft’ two hours Ix'fore sunrise. 

1 would not wait for my nude, but walkt'd on with 
Cassim and llirahim whils! the camels wen' being 
loaded. Our march lay along the sands, where, for 
a short tinu', 1 sat under the shade of some date- 
palms, whilst my companions bathed and pc'rtbrmed 
their first prai c'i s fQjplu' day. I saw an alnindance 
of game, chic'fty guinea-fowl, and the small antelope 
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mentioned by Salt, a graceful little thing, scarcely 
twelve indies high, of a greyish fawn-colour, with 
beautifully formed head and large prominent black 
eyes. My double-barrelled carabine being loaded 
n ith ball, I would not shoot at them, fearing that I 
might miss, and T could not well afford to lose my 
character as a marksman among the people I was 
noAV living with, who consider every white man to 
be naturally a good shot. 

Prayers being o\’er, we again started, and soon 
passed a small native village of about eight houses, 
called /Vmbabboo, wliere we met some Bedouins 
with two or tliri'i' camels wlio liad come with the 
intention of joining our Kafilah. A little girl here 
brought me sonu’ milk in one of thgir curiously 
constructed baskets, and her brotliil% dragging 
along a young kid. wantedjpie to accept it. Cassini, 
ivlio suspected tlie ri'al mining of all this gene- 
rosity, objected to tlie kid on the plea of incon- 
venient'. 1, liowe^'eC made tliem botli Inqipy by 
giving (liem a few beads and a cou[)le of needles. 

L('a\ing the coast, we (‘iitercd a ivood of lon^ 
mimosa tn'cs, the thorny bouglis of whicli 1 was 
obliged to be continually throwing from before my 
face. M e soon came to a fordable part of a small 
creek communicating with tlu' sea, and which 1 
then ibund had caused the di'tour. 'fhe water 
where wc' passed was about two fi-et deep, and 
after crossing ^ve reached the.^a-sliore again in a 
short time, and trav(dled along the sands until 
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we came to an open bare spot, over which I coiila 
see, by the drift wood and large rolled stones, that 
during the wet season a torrent must rush into the 
sea. Here avc were to halt for the rest of the day. 
A large Kafilah of natives going to Tajourah had 
spent the night in the same place, and were just 
leaving as our small party of pedestrians arrived, 
the time being the dawn of day, and we having 
been two hours on the march. 

The name of this halting-place was Dulhull. I 
sat dovtti on a large stone, at a short turn in the 
otheiuvise nearly direct line of the sea-shore from east 
to WTst, wliicli admitted of a fine view of the Bay of 
Tajoufah and the distant sea. The sun, ‘-from 
ocean rising,” quickly dissolved the last shades of 
night, and one of the most lovelv scem's mv eves 
.ever beheld extended l)elbre nu'. All tlie azure 
. and gokh'ii tinting of that imaginative painter, 

‘ Tuilier, Avas ix'alizccl, and 1 silently acknoAvledged 
' the injustice of my preniatvire judgment, in con- 
siderlhg his pictures very ])leasing, but most 
unnatural. 'I'Ik' gorgeous a)>parel of the cloud- 
robed sun, till' sihery play of the nearly calm 
reheetiug surface of the sea; the blue rocks of 
the opposite Souniaulee shore ; the palm-tree fringe 
of th(' waA'ing line of coast, along whi(di I had just 
been travelling ; the distant vicAV of i'ajonrah, and 
the (puet of its little merchant fleet, aided in pro- 
ducing an effect of enjoyment in my mind, that 
perhaps owed some portion of its charm to the 
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feeling of having at last entered upon the long 
R'ished-for life of novel and wild advc'iitui’e which, 
from a boy, I had so ardently desired, llchind me 
rose a succession of bare rugged bills, gradually 
increasing in height till at the peak of Jibel 
Goodce, about six miles off, they attained an 
elevation of (5, 000 feet, all evidently of volcanic 
origin, save the little low heaps of recent sandstone 
close to the shores of the bay which had been 
upheaved, probably at the same period with the 
more imposing rocks beyond them. «- 

One of these hills of stratified sandstone had been 
inipregnat('(l with the \'apour of a cujn-as sulilima- 
tion, until it had assumed a light green colour ; and 
upon the strength of about five ])er cent, of copper, 
some travellers h:i(l repre>ented tlia! it was a Jibel 
Narsr, or hill of ( o|)j)(’r. .Many of tlie nati^ i's were 
firmly imjne.s.sed nith an idea tJiat it nas for 
the promise thus held out of an abundant supply, 
of this metal, that had induced the English to 
atlempt (he purchase of Tajoiuah and the neigh- 
bouring eotinfry from tlie Sultaun Mahomed. I 
may here observe, that a purchase had been effected 
between this chief and the Indian ( lovernnient of 
the tu'o islands; oiu' at tlu' enlrance of tin' l)av, 
and another much .smalh'r, lying in the little 
l^iannel leading into Goobatul Khhrab, and for 
which, 1 believe, the Sultan received some live or 
six thot^sand dollars. 

wa.s' now joined by .some of our Kafilah, which 
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had ill the meantime come uj) and commenced 
unlading. Zaido placed two mats under the shade 
of some closely-growing mimosa trees, and one or 
two of the escort, who seemed willing to patronize 
iiK* for the sake of the few buttons or needles I 
could bestow upon them, lirouglit their mats and 
laid them down all around me. A rude sense of 
politeness seemed to prevent their jircssing incon- 
venic'iitly near me ; but T suspected that it was 
merely the hollow affectation of courtesy by the most 
cold-blot)ded assassins I ever met or ever read of 
By their own showing, not one ot‘ them that wore a 
small tuft of hair upon the boss of his shield but 
had killed and mimh'red ten or twelve indi\idnals, 
which, if only understood as two or three, the men 
surrounding uu' must have caus( d the death of at 
least a scoix' of tlu'ir fellow-beings ; and the delight 
and evidi'iit zest with which they spoki* of or 
listeiK'd to the sevcwal struggles in which they had 
b('eu ('iigaged. told the fierce and cruel character of 
these demons in human shajie. “ Xeither the hos- 
pitality nor fill' high sense' of honour that charac- 
terizes tlu' savage of America or of tlu' Oceanic 
Islands, is to be found among the Dankalli tribes. 
Murder is ecjually prodmdive of renown as is the 
niost honourabh' fighi ; and the sanu' triumphant 
badge's arc' worn by the valiant soldii'r and the 
cowardly assassin. 'The companion of the day and 
the share'!’ eef your femel will under ceivcr of night, 
strike without remorse his knife into your throat ; 
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and of all the savage people that inhabit this 
beniglited land of Africa, the Dankalli are allowed 
by all to be the most treacherous and cruel.” This 
was the character I had received of my present com- 
panions ; and it was necessary therefore that I should 
be careful to give tlicm no excuse for attempting my 
life, acting as courteously as possible, distributing 
needles and bits of paper, loading and firing my 
pistols repeatedly for tlieir amusement during 
the day. HaA'ing smashed, on one occasion, an 
earthen coffee-pot that the owner had challenged 
me to fire at, they were ([uite satisfied that I could 
as easily demolish an elephant with one of the little 
insignificant looking things that tluw saw I ahvays;:; 
wore at my waist, and this feeling 1 did not en- 
deavoni’ to dissipate, as T saw it had a very good 
effect upon the hearing of these men towards me. 
An accident tliat ha])|)('ned also, by which one oi 
them was nearly sliot, made tlnnii not (ucr anxious 
to trust tliemselvcs too near to me. or my })istols. and 
turned out to he a fortunate circumstance, by pre- 
venting tliem from closing and crowding aronnd me. 

As evening drew on, Zaido, who had jirepared 
me a breakfast in the morning of boiled rice 
and dab's, now cooked me some kid's fle>h, a 
portion of anotlicr present I ha<l received in the 
course of the day from some llcdouin shepherds 
who were Uaiding their flocks of shcop and 
goats in the neighbourhood, and who had sent 
it in by* some of their children. The men 
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did not appear themselves, for among our Kafilali 
were some individuals of a tribe with whom this 
Bedouin family had a blood feud. During the lA'hole 
day I observed several of them assembled on a 
spur of Jibel Goodee, awaiting the result of our 
arrival with spear and sliield in hand, as if they 
expected an attack. After supper 1 directed Alice 
and Zaido to make a little fort of boxes, as I saw I 
had nothing to trust to hut tlu^ grejitest precaution 
on my part. I was only afraid of night attacks, for 
during t^ic day I fdt pri'tty W(']l assured that I 
should be quite fi'cc from any moh'station, but even 
this partial idea of security h'd me subsequently 
into considerabh' danger ; and, as I hope my expe- 
riciibe may bo of service to future tl•a^■cllers. my 
errors shall be duly ])araded with the same fairness 
as those inci<lents 1 shall no doubt speak of. from 
which 1 ('xpect any credit may arise. 

The roof of mv box-fort or hut was made bv 

• * 

placing the long camel saddle-sticks across from 
side to side, over which 1 threw my carpet, and 
(»ii this ])iled camel saddles, mats, and every- 
thing calcidated to awaken me by making a noise 
in case of any one attempting to unco\er my 
retreat. A good ])alan(piin nith locks on the 
doors ^^ould not be a bad carriage for such a 
countrv as Adal. The dilemma would be to 
procure bcanu-s, for 1 do ,;ot think the native 
Daukalli could bv anv means be induced to the 
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exercise of such a long-continued labour as the 
patient daiik carriers upon the roads of India. 

Neither Ohmed Mahomed nor Ebin Izaak was 
to be seen to-day, and I found that they had 
returned during the past night to Tajourah, to 
spend another last day with their families, leaving 
Cassini in charge of the Kafilah. He sometimes 
walked up to the trees under which I lay during 
'the day, to see that everything was right 
witii me. A Bedouin, who had kept close to 
me the entire day, had placed himself at the 
entrance of my hut wlien 1 retired ; and Zaido 
told me he was one of the escort who had sworn 
to Izaak not to let me go out of his siglit, upon the 
promise of receiving a cloth from his sou in 
Abasha. As lie was a very superior-looking man, 
at least forty years of age, very quiet, and le;§l% 
importunat(‘ for trities tlian tlie rest of liis couii|ry*^;; 
men, I thanked him, as well as 1 could, for his 
attention, and gave him a cotton handkerchief. 

After looking suspiciously to the right and 
left, creeping a little way into my hut he secured 
the gift in a dirty rag to the handle of his shield, 
which h(? hung up in iny hut to Ix' taken care of, by 
signs intimating that it would rain, and also that 
he was my very good friend, insisting at the same 
time, that I should write his name, Garahmee, 
dQ:wn in my note-book. He then turned away to 
get some boiled rice with Zaido and Alice, whilst T 
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turned in upon my mat, covered myself with my 
plaid and Arab cloak, and composed myself to 
sleep. 

March 29. — I found we should not leave Dulhull 
to-day ; neither Ohmed Mahomed, nor Ebin Izaak, 
having yet arrived, Garahmee and a new Bedouin 
friend, Moosa Gra,, proposed to accompany me if I 
cliose to bathe in the sea, but as it was in front of 
and in sight of the Kafilah, I told them I did not ' 
require their attendance. After bathing I took my 
yesterda}* morning’s position iqjon tlie stone on the 
sea-shore, and again looked with pleasure upon the 
luv(.'ly ])icture before me. AVhile still enjoying the 
scene, a sudden flash from the beach in front of 
'I'ajourah followed in a few minutes by a booming 
re])ort, told the departure of Mr. ('ruttenden for 
BeVberah, and scarcely had Ids little vessel returned 
tile salute of the town, and raised her long lateen 
saih than she flew as if ini])atient from the land, 
and at our distance seemed not unlike a large white 
bird scudding over the surface of the sea. 

Mr. ('ruttenden having left 'rajourah, Cassim 
and Ibrahim, who Inid Ix'cai. T coidd see, anxiously 
awaiting tlu^ report, thought they could go back to 
thdi homes without further trouble. Their pro- 
testations of anxietv for mv safety, and desire to 
see me well started on mv journey, having been 
sheer humbug, but by which of eourse they had 
secured pro[)ortionatn regards. 1 had scarcely 
recovered from the fit of musing, the cirepmstanee 
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of my having witnessed the departure of Mr. 
Cruttendcn had occasioned, when these worthies 
came up to announce their own intention of imme- 
diately returning to dajourah. Ibrahim, who had a 
raw kidney in his hand, offered part of it to me with 
the most innocent politeness, but which I having 
with a graceful bow declined, he handed to (^issim, 
who made but two moutlifuls of it. They amused 
themselves with my evident surprise at their 
indulging in such a delicacy as they undoubtedly 
considered it; and hav^gg put me, as tlje/tliought, 
into a good humour with them, projmsed their return. 
T made no observation in reply, for 1 u as only too 
glad to get Ibrahim away, as he very evidimtly 
disliked me, and all that were of my colour. 1 had 
nearl}' (juaiTclled with liim the evening before, 
through resisting his attempts to cut tin' h'avcs opt 
of a co})y of ^Ir. M‘(^ueen’s survey of Africa, 
an App(’ndix of ^vliich was contained an extract 0 
the route througli tin’s country, from the jourpats 
of Messrs. Tscnbeig and Krapf, and which I bad 
been conjparing with the accounts 1 was receiving 
of the road from the natives Avho surrounded me. 
f'pon learning that the account was that of (he 
missionaries, Ibrahim, for some n'ason or other, 
drew his knife, and stated Ids intc’utiou of cutting 
the book up, but upon my putting it immediat('ly 
into my saddle-bag, with a very significant expres- 
sion, the l'}'-standcrs took Ibrahim away. To all 
appearance, the circumstance was soon forgotten, 
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for lie appeared in a short time afterwards, and 
asked me to give him some lucifer matches, with 
which request I immediately complied, and in this 
manner established peace again between us. 

On the present occasion Cassim began the con- 
versation by saying, how anxious he was for the 
Kafilah to proceed, which was false ; as Zaido had 
told me but a short time before that we were 
waiting for some friends of Cassim himself, who 
■were going to join our Kafilah with a feiv camels, 
which tlK'V intended to load with salt for the 
Shoan market at tlic llahr Assal, and that thev 
would not be ready till the next day. Cassim, 
however, went on to state, that he was exceedingly 
angry Avith his brother, Ohmed Mahomed, for 
detaining us, and that it was Ids intention to go 
back to Tajoiirah to liasten liini on to rejoin the 
Kafilah; and added, that Ibrahim woidd also 
accompany him for mutual ])rotection on tlie road. 
Me conclud(‘d, by representing that the smallest 
offering would be gladly accepted, but hinted his 
expectation of a considerable boxeish for his attend- 
ance so far, and ])roportionatc to the very impor- 
tant ])osition he lield among tlie Tajourah people, 
which, he said, uoidd l)e eonsidcrably dimi- 
nished, if what 1 should give him were not what 
his admirers might expect. As I was not in a 
humour to understand all this, my little kiioAvledge 
of Arabic wonderfully dimhnshed, and it was absurd 
to see the grave personage Cassim, in consequence, 

G 2 
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tliromng his hands and arms about, strutting and 
looking pompous, and then most benign, to convey 
to my obtuse understanding the impression most 
favourable for his wishes. Ibrahim stood very 
quietly by, cleaning his extremely white teeth with 
the ever accompany ing stick of a singular kind of 
tree called Woomen, growing in the neighbourhood 
of Dulhidl. lie, however, made no observation 
until Cassim had tinished, and Inid seen him receive 
four dollars, then his turn came. 

Ibraliim was a little spare man, but ccHumenced 
with saying, that he was (pdte as good as (Aissim, 
that he was my friend, and. Ivesides, was going to 
introduce me to anotlier tih'ud of liis wlio would 
accompany me all tlu' way, and sooner die than see 
me injured. Tliis friend’s nanu* h(' made me wrib;' 
down in my book witli a ])articular not{', tliat 1 
should not forget to give him iilso a bo\('isli on our 
arrival in Abaslia. As for himself, Ik^ added, Ik* 
was convinced 1 should do him jnstice. To my 
sense of what was dru' to his numerous (‘xcelleiices. 
therefore, and to the goodiu'ss of Allah, he left 
all consideration of what bounty 1 int('nd(‘d to 
bestow upon him. 

T had made up my mind to divhk* bni tiollars 
betwc'en them at Segallo, the halting-plaoe where 
it was originally intended they shmdd leave um*, but 
as that was at some distance, I thought tliey should 
get nothing by the little deceit they had [)raetised 
in keepiijg me at Dulhull until Mr. Cruttenden had 
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sailed, and then saving themselves any farther 
trouble, by returning immediately to Tajourah. 
As has been observed, I gave Cassim only four, and 
to Ibrahim I presented three dollars, observing to the 
latter, that I had given him more than the extra 
dollar Cassim had received, in beads, needles, 
buttons, and matches ; for of all the nati^■es, 
Bedouin, or townspeople, Ibrahim was the most 
botlK'ring, and greedy in begging everything he 
could S('t his eyes upon. When he could obtain 
notliing 'Jse, he askc'd for medicine, and if I had 
taken him at his word, ainfdone him full justice, I 
think 1 could not have done less than have seized 
this op])ortunity of poisoning liim, and so hav(‘ 
sent him to that })lac(^ from whence he derived his 
very unamiable “ nom <le (piem\" among his own 
countrymen, of “ Shaitan.” 

Our grief at parting, not being of th;it excessive 
kind that wt)idd inti'il’ere with any oj)portuniti('s 1 
had of making observations on tlic people I was 
amongst, as soon as they were gone 1 had my mat 
spread again under the trees, and was soon sur- 
ronnded by others, ^\ho ncre retreating from the 
hot sun to the sanu' friendly shelter. 

Scnne women also came domi from among the 
hills with small skins of clotted milk, which they 
gladly exchanged for needles. Tlu' younger ones 
are vm j beautiful girls, but of exceedingly slender 
form, ivnimding me strongly of the appearance of 
the Indian girls in Calcutta, and strikingly 
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different in figure from the female slaves brought 
doAvn from Abyssinia. 'Fhese latter are particularly 
plump, with roundly formed and fleshy limbs, and 
of rather short stature, whilst the Ada! women are 
thin, muscular, and tall. The latter, too, were con- 
siderably more vivacious and active, and the 
characters of their features were as decidedly 
different as the chief points of their figure. I luive 
before observed, that the genuine Dajikalli belongs 
to the Circassian variety ; but T shall not stay here to 
form fartlier comparisons with the Abyssiipans, but 
will wait till 1 arrive in that country, and can bring 
my subj(,'Cts proy)erly before the n'adi'r. 

Tlie older women were 3‘cpulsivc looking witches 
with dependent breasts, like old black butter skins, 
lying ointffy and flat upon the cb.cst. This dis<; 
gusting a.])pearance is jn’oduced by the con8taiit| 
pressure of tin; band placed ov(*r tlie s]joulders|i' 
and across tin' ])reast. and which securc's whatever 
burden the woman is carrying behind her. They 
invariably liave something stowcvl auav in thi 
manner, either a cliild, a Imndic of sjht doom 
leaves for plaiting, an odd l)nnd]e of salt, or a large 
skin full of milk. It is generally suspemded from 
the chest upon the loins, and the constant pressure, 
in the course of time has the effect of completely 
obliterating the glandular portion of the breast.s. 
h'aving only two long double flaps of black skin, 
to tell where onc(* the fountains of life had been. 
They had u constant habit of tapping the mouth 
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Avitli the tips of their fingers to express astonishment, 
and pressing both hands to the lower part of the 
face was the very modest manner in which they 
walked off their nearly naked bodies, when we came 
suddenly up to a party of them, for it was seldom 
they volunteered to stay in my neighbourhood un- 
less called upon to do so, A white' skin evidently 
had no charms for' them, and I could only smile at 
tlieir prejudice and bad taste. Tlie same kind of 
feeling makes many a negro happy in liOndon, who, 
if tlie truth wen* known, looks witli an eye of pity 
or eontem])t upon tlie pale face's that turn in disgust 
from him. 

IMothers, towards e^•ening. canu' bringing their 
diseased children into camp, and when 1 could b(' 
of s('i-vic(‘, it was some ])l('a'«;ure to assist them with 
what little medicine 1 possessed ; but to some who 
W('i'e irrecoM'rabh', 1 only suggested such dietary 
treatim'iit I considered might Ix' ])aHiative, for I 
would not risk tlu' danger of ha\ing their death 
laid to my charge, as it would haAc bi'cn had I 
adininisti'ied any drug, or Ik'UI out any hopes of 
recovery, (hie or two blind pe-ople wmit away very 
much disappointed at my not being able to restore 
them their sight. 0 

]\ly usual e\eiiing mi'al of rice and kid-flesh 
being duh' prepan'd, 1 returned into my hut, drew 
out in secret my pewter spoon, the only remaining 
one of threi’, and made a hearty supper. All 
illness liaAuig apparently left me, a]ipetilt' and a 
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buoyancy of spirit I had long been a stranger to, had 
returned, enabling me fully to enjoy all the pleasures, 
if there can be any imagined, of the life I was now 
leading. 
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Staying at Dnlhnll. — March 3l.st, Journey to Segallo. distance 
one and a half niih's, general direction S.S.W. — Halt for the 
night. — Journey to Daddahue, distance ten miles, general 
direction* W.S.W. — Attack of the Biusane subdivision of the 
Ad’alee tril)e. — Halt for the night. 


March — During the night, Ohnied Mahomed 
made Ills ap])earance, tind at day-break his loud 
voi<-(\ ctdling to load the camels, awakened me Avith 
a start, /aide, witli a small kid-skin tilled with 
very dirty wtttt'r. [toured a little into my hands, 
which 1 then tlirew over my fact', wijtcd it dry with 
my silk handktTchief (my napkin having been 
stolen the night before), and thus Hnislu'd my hasty 
toih't. After liaving troubh'd myself to saddle 
my own mule. T found that the cannds were being 
unloaded again, and on iin[uiry, learned that there 
was a division in tin' camp. One party wishing to 
remain for sonu' nion' camels to join us, and the 
other {h'sirous of starting without anv di'lav. 
It was at length agreed that the camels going to 
take up .salt at llahr .\ssal should go on to that [dace 
one day in ad\ anci' of the Kahlah 1 belonged to, so 
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as to give them time to load. We were to follow 
the next morning, to enable the camels to come 
up, belonging to some parties who had sent a mes- 
senger from Tajourah to say they would join us 
in the course of the day. To this course no reason- 
able objection could be raised, as it was the interest 
of the Ras, or head of the Kafilah, and of every 
camel-owner that composed it, to get as great a 
number of people together as possible to resist any 
extortion, or re])el <iny attack that miglit be made 
by the ditferent ti ibes we should meet with on tlie 
road. Ginned ^lahomed, therefore, consentc'd to 
this arrangement, and we were dc'tained at Dullmll 
another day in consequence. 1 noticed after Olnned 
Mahomed's arrival in camp, that gix'ut, and 1 
thought very unnecessary, ciire was takim to guard 
me from any attack at night, ^ly ])lace bi'ing 
more securely shut in, and Ohmed Maliomed and 
his ser\'aiits taking care to lie at the c'litraiici', and 
around it. Ohnicd liad his reason for this, and 1 
should not luue sh'pt very coinfortahly had I been 
then /ully an are of the thn'ats held out by the 
Debenee against any untbrtunate Kngreez trav(‘lliiig 
through their country, and of which 1 n as only sub- 
sequently informed., i 

Our Kafilah during this day was increased by 
twentv-four camels, which mad(' the total number, 
with the few that had gone on to th(^ llahr Assal, 
eighty-four, and we could muster altogether aliout 
forty fighting men ; we had besides a few wonu'ii 
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and boys in company. Five Bedouins from the 
Hy Soumaulee tribe, who had been transacting some 
business in Taj our ah, also accompanied us, and 
offered for five dollars each to be my personal 
guard on the road, and the rumours of intended 
attacks, and the evident anticipation of such by 
Ohmed Mahomed, made me agree to the proposal. 
Garahmee, Moosa Gra, Adam Burrah, Moomen, 
and Ommali Suis were accordingly enlisted into my 
service. 

It nuist be observed, that in the first instance iiiTa- 
jourali, these men had been passed off* to Mr. Crutten- 
den as being part of tlie escort often men which had 
ix'cn agrecMl upon should b(' provided, and for which 
Mr. C'ruttendcn had paid twenty-five dollars per 
man to Izaak and Cassim. 1 now learnt that 
bisi(l('s the owners of tiie camils themselves, none 
liad l)een so engagt'd to defend the property of the 
Mission, and that these Bedouins belonged to us no 
farther tlian I chose to engage them, and feeling 
the necessity of tlie cas(', 1 did not hesitate in 
coming to a conclusion upon the subject, proftesting 
at the sanu' time against the d(H‘e])tion practised 
upon Mr. (Tuttendeii. 

Subsi'qmnit e\ents proved how greatly I was 
obliged to thes(‘ men and their tribe for the protec- 
tion tlu'y afforded me. and without their assistance 
1 fe<‘l assured 1 could never have delivered the 
stores safe in Shoa, or have brought also along with 
me a quantity of othej^property belonging to the 
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Mfssion that I found on the road, and which had been 
abandoned by the officers of the preceding division. 
Their fidelity to our engagement was also remark- 
able, considering the reported bad character of this 
people, which I must say was confirmed by my own 
observation; but as by tlie terms of our engagement 
the}' were to receive' no money until our arri^'al in 
Abyssinia, it was their inteTcst, of course, to be 
faithful to tlieir charge, for in case of any accident 
preventing me or tlie stores reaching our destina- 
tion, it Aeas understood tlu'y were not to receive 
their pay. 

I was a witness to-(bn of the barbarous manner 
in which the Daiikalli brand the camel. It seems 
two diffen'iit marks an' n'fjuired, both of wliicli are 
made with a red-liot iron. One intimates tlu' tribe 
of the owiu'i’, the other his private mark. 'J'\^;o 
camels had been inircliased ])y another Ibralnmy^ a 
cousin of Kbin Izaak.a young (jiih't-looking fellow, 
and less violent in his manner tlian is usual among 
his countrymen ; lie, liowever, did not jiractise the 
less forbinrance towards his lu'w purchase, but pro- 
ceeded at once to stamp tlu'iu as his jiroperty. 'I'he 
fore legs of one of tin' camels being first secured liy a 
strong leathern tlioiig ; anotla'r was afterwards ihs- 
tened around the hiudoiu's in a similar manner. .V 
rope attached to the forna'r was thi'ii made to run 
through the loop of the hitter, and this bi'iiig pulh'd 
by three or four men the feet were all drau n toge- 
ther, and the conseipiencc was that the poor animal 
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fell with tremendous force to the ground, uttering 
the most horrible cri('s. A piece of iron about half- 
an-inch thick, and some two feet long, being heated 
red-hot was then applied to the shoulder, nearly the 
whole length, and three successive marks were 
tliiis inflicted. The iron Ix'ing heated afresh each 
time, nmiained until it was (piite cold upon the 
skin, wliich curled, up in a most sickc'uing manner 
as the rude iiistruineiit was taken off. 'I'hree similar 
marks were' also made upon tlu' rump, after which 
the aniiftal was liberated, and alloAved to get up. I 
was glad there wi're only thes(' two to b(' operated 
upon, for I n('\ ('r heard such bellowing slnhdvs that 
disturbed the (‘amp during the opc.Tation, such 
only as camels can produce when suffering bodily 
pain. 

A goat bf'ing kilb'd to-day for my use. and all 
tli(' nu'at not being ie(|uired, it was cut into long 
.strips, about an inch in thickm'ss, and bung u]) in 
the sun to di). In'ing festooiu'd about the sides of 
my hut. fronj tlu' jirojecting ('uds of tlu' saddlc^- 
staves, which assistt'd in forming tlu- roof Zfiido set 
me to watch, tluit no hungry kite out of the number 
which A^el■(' circling above' us should pounce upon, 
and carl'} tin' nu’at awn\. I. how('V('r, amused 
myse'lf more' witli (heir impudent stoops, and Zaido, 
on his return from watering his cami'ls, found the 
goat's fl('sh rajiidly disappearing, mort' to tin' satis- 
faction of the birds than his own. ^^dlat remainc'd, 
however, being sufficiently dry, he hastily put into 
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a large skin-bag, which he tied up ready ftr loading 
on the morrow, our start being announced by public 
criers to take place next morning. 

March Zlst — Zaido and Alice being busy loading 
the camels, I started with Ohmed Mahomed, and 
my body-guard on foot, leaving my mule to follow. 
Our road lay still along the sea-shore, the sand 
having become more shingly than before, and 
mixed with great quantities of broken shells, and 
rolled pieces of red and madrapore coral. I took the 
opportunity of bathing w^hile the party I i.as with 
performed their ablutions, and repeated the morning 
prayers. 

This was a very sliort march, the halting-place, 
Segallo, not being more tlian half an hour, or one 
and a-half miles from Dulliull. Ohincd Mahomed 
endeavoured to allay my disappointment by saying 
we should start again at night ; buc of course 1 did 
not believe him. I remained in my hut. which was 
made as usual, all day, not fec'ling very well ; in 
the evening, however, 1 strolled from the low 
jungle that here skirts the sea, and in which our 
camp was made, to the beach, where I amused 
myself observing some sea-gulls that exhibited no 
little sagacity in the manner in uhich they obtained 
their food. All along the Hay of Tajouruli the 
small hermit crab abounds, and formed, I slioidd 
^suppose, from what I saw, the principal ])re}' of 
these birds. It would be a difficult thing to get at 
this kind pf Crustacea, with all the means that sea- 
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gulls can command ; but instinct has taught them 
to have recourse to a method of unshelling the 
crabs that certainly I should not have thought of. 
Seizing the one they intend to operate upon, they 
fly up to the height of ten or twelve feet, and 
letting it drop it naturally falls on the heaviest, or 
topside of the shell. Before the little animal can 
recover itself, the .gull has caught it again, and 
flying up with it the same hciglit as before, he lets 
it drop a second time, and so he continues till the 
repeatet? tails have fractured the shell, and he gets 
at the animal without further trouble. It takes ten 
or twelve of these short flights to accomplish the ob- 
ject, but it never fails ; and as the birds are certainly 
patterns of pen-severance in their pursuit, they get, 
no doul)t, a good living in this very singular manner. 
Besides this instance of their sagacity, I have seen 
gndls over and over again defeat the attempts of the 
hawk to pounce upon them, by making a very 
successful hut very unusual flight for them, which 
was to vi(‘ with the hawk himself in the elevation 
he was obliged to take for the success of his s^\-oop. 
In such cas('s they se('k not to shun the butcher of 
their kind, hut following him in each gyration he 
makes, afford him no ()p])ortunity of attack, and 
soon tire him out. 1 was called away from my 
musing occupation by Moosa, who came with a 
gr(,'at deal of mystery to inform me of something 
that he was not quite abh- to tell me, but on 
returning with him to the camp, I found two boxes 
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had been broken, during the short lillxch from 
Dulhiill, by falling from the back of the camel. I 
was requested to put them to rights, as driving nails 
was what the Dankalli did not understand. My 
carpentering amused them very much ; and the job 
being settled to their satisfaction, I adjourned to 
my hut and turned in for the night. 

April 1st . — We wen' up very early tliis morning, 
at least one hour befoi’e suniise, and all started 
together for Daddahue, or Wadalissan, two dif- 
ferent names that were given me for tlie next halt. 
T was desired to keep witli tin* Kafilah. for fear of 
our being attacked, and also informed tliat it would 
be near mid-day before we should arrive at the 
encamping ground. 

Our first liour’s march lay along the sea-shore, 
which was of the same character as yesterday, bu| 
1 observed great quantities of sponge' ashed high 
upon the beach, and ])icked up some very good 
specimens. Pebbles of a beautiful o])alijie chalce- 
dony were very common, and with the coral and 
rich pearly shells of some large bivjdec, would have 
been sufficient foundation for an imaginative fancy 
to have hei’(' described a very bright pavement of 
fairy land. 

Leaving the sea-coast, we entered a narrow gully, 
or drj'bed of a stream, overhung by a thick jungli; of 
different kinds of shrub.s and bushes. 'I’he road thus 
naturally formed, was most wretched to tra\ cl upon, 
being strewed with blocks of black lava, of all shapes 
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and sizes. • We continued along its serpentine chan- 
nel for nearly t^vo hours ; and it Avoiild have been 
useless to have endeavoured to find another road, 
for the surface of the adjoining country on either 
side was in a much worse condition ; besides, the 
tliick thorny bushes presented insurmountable 
obstacles in every direction save th(i watercourses 
we followed. We at length arrived at a gorge, or 
narrow pass, where it appeared as if the collected 
waters of some large* reservoir had at a former period 
broken through a wall of lava, and thus escaped to 
the neighbouring sea, spreading over the inter- 
vening ground the debris of its forced passage. 
This remarkable looking spot was called Galla 
Lafue, from a tree of a very singular character, 
Avliich abounds in this neighbourhood. It is about 
six feet higli, its leaves thick, smooth, and fleshy, 
covered with a si h er y dow n on the underside, and 
of a pale green abo^■e. It bore a large purple and 
Avhite flower, the bark was of a light grey colour, 
and abounded with a white acid juice. That 
it w'as employ'd in any manner amongst the 
Dankalli for ineduine, 1 could not learn. It only 
grows in the beds of tenji)orary streams. 1 met 
with it first at Dulhull, on the s('a-shore, and have 
seen it also in more elevated situations in Abyssinia. 

iiie pass of (ialla Lafue is not more than three 
bundled yards long, and winds between high per- 
pendicular and flat-topped rocks of black lava. Its 
greatest w idth did not e.Ktj^d thirty yards. Gnaw^ed 
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bones were strewn about on several pjft'ts, and on 
looking up T saw the low cave of a wild beast, 
whose traces were too recent to leave any doubt of 
it having only retired upon our approach. We 
soon emerged from this narrow ravine, and then 
passed along some broken ground of irregular 
heaps of boulders and stones, that reminded me of 
the bottom of some founer lake, situated in a 
country uhere the fierce rush of water had only 
allowed the heavier debris of the surrounding 
rocks to accumulate ; and of this charactci--, I should 
imagine, was the bursting torrent that at last Itad 
made its escape through the pass of (ialla Lafue 
into the s('a. 

The Kafilah did not ])roceed in the direction ol' 
the dry stony Ix'd, but turning to tlic left hand, 
ascended tlie sloping banks, which at this point 
assumed a less preeij)itous character than imme- 
diately in the pass. 

Some of the camel-drivers and B('douins went, 
however, to ])0()ls of water in the neighbouihood, 
and filled their affahadaiis, small neatly-made kid- 
skin baij:s. one of uhich it is neca'ssarv e^ery tra- 
veller siiould be pro\ ided with, and which, wb('n not 
in use, is ndled cIos('ly up and carried, hanging I'roni 
the handle of the shield. Mine hung from niv 
saddle-bow, and I geiu'rally took care to have* it filled 
before we slai ted in the morning. 'I'o-day, how- 
ever, as I wallu’d with a crowd of the natives, I 
did not wait for my lagging mule, but refreshed 
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myself, when thirsty, at the little cup-like depres- 
sions in the cellular blocks of lava that had 
been filled by a sliower of lain the preceding night, 
but which had not extended to our camp at Seg- 
gallo. We crossed an extensive plain of loose 
volcanic stones, where we marched as if we were 
passing upon stepping-stones over some brook in 
England, and as tliis uneasy kind of walking was 
compulsory for some liours, it be(-ame very tiresome, 
and I felt a great relief ^vhen we came to a district 
which d'fd aftbrd a little mor(‘ opportunity for some 
stunted and straggling mimosa-trees to bloom, but 
with a very melancholy dirty green verdure. Our 
path was In're greatly impro\ed, but just as I was 
congratulating myself upon tln^ change, and 
thinking 1 should be able to continue walking 
anotlu'r hour or two, w{' canu' upon the Kafiluh, 
■which had started the dav bedbre us from Dulhull, 
and to whos(' fartlnn- advam e sonn' obstach' had 
arisen. Tliis iiuhicc'd Olimed .Mahomed, our has, 
to halt here also, and in the course of the dav I 
was enabh'd to h’arn the cause of our detention, which 
had surprised me ; for, hut a short time Ix'forc* we 
halted, Ohmed had told me, with e\ ident sincerity, 
that h(' iutend('{l us to proc('ed for two more hours. 

d'he camels b('ing unloaded, mv hut was built as 
usual, into which 1 retired with some pleasure, the 
day having been ex<-('('dingly hot, and tlie long 
latiguing marcli of at least rive hours, had com- 
pletely wearied me. I slept for two or three hours, 
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Avhcn Ohiiiecl ]\Iahoinecl came and awakened me, 
to ask me to load my guns and pistols, as tli(3 
Bedouins were collecting on the 02)posite height to 
oppose our tlirther progress. I always kept my 
carbine, and three waist-pistols in readiness for 
such anticijwted occasions, but on tliis intimation I 
soon charged, in- addition, a fowling-piece I had 
with me, and also ju'oduced two other holster pistols 
fi’om my saddle-bags. 

It was now nearly three' o’clock, and a slight 
sea-breeze bloM’ing over the land, cooled the air, 
wliilst groups of our merchants and camel-drivers 
■\^'ere ])erforming tlu'ir aft('] iioon prayers. A valley 
at least thr('(' miles broad stretclicd from north to 
south as far as the eye could ri'ach. Finm our low 
jmsition, we could not s('e anything above the levd 
line of th(' tlat to[) parallel banks which, not sixty 
feet high, sloped gently into the plain below. 'I'lie 
banks were of rough loose stones of a very 
large size, but the plain cr)nsist('d of rich allu- 
vial soil, which sup])oi'ted by its produci- the flocks 
of one of the largest tribes in the neighbourhood of 
Tajourah, the Biirsane Bedouins, and the ligliting- 
men of whom had now gathered for the purpose, as 
they avowed, of plundering Hk; Katilah, and destroy- 
ing the white man who aecortijnuiit'd it. 

As the prayi'i's went on amongst our jx'ople, the 
loud whooping of tlie collecting tribe was answ ered 
by my lly Soumauh'o e.scort,’' who stood upon the 
slope on ‘our right, and facing that upon whicF 
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were oiir opponents. Garahmcc, Moosa Gra, and 
Adam Biirrah, spear and shield in hand, leaped 
round and round, yedlin" with every bound, and 
then with lesser jumps, seemed to trample upon the 
body of some fallen foe. AVhilst jumping in this 
manner, Adam Burrah fell down, and rolling o\ er 
and over, was \ cry miicli bruised. 

Olimcd Mahomixl took measures in the first ])lace 
to conciliate, if possible, the o])posite ])arty, and 
some half-bloods oF the tribe among our Kafilali 
went for'thc purpose of effec-ting a trc'aty, but wcto 
unsuccessful, and on their i-eturn, they were followed 
by a cloud of the eiu'iuy, who now si'emed to cover 
the whole furtlu'r side of tlie valley. All this 
time 1 liad ke])t out of sight at the express desire 
of Olimed Mahomed; Zaido, Alice, and myself 
bring h'ft with the stores, eM'vy other numiber 
of th(' Kalilah. after tlu' prayt'rs had ended, 
having joined tlu' Ily Somnanhx'. were now sitting 
togetluT in a large* semicircle on a level st)ot 
tliut occurred n])on the slope of the hill. I was 
anxiously watching the* progi-('ss of e\ cuts ; forcing 
some hundreds of yards from the nu'ii of the Kafilali 
I ('Xt)ecte{l for a ceifainty Ix'ing cut off by some rush 
of the whooping Iledonins. who, fast advancing, 1 
could noiv see with mv glass, from tlu* inglorious 
position assigned to nu*; the ir bright spe'ar-heads 
glistening in the sun, over tin* tops of tlu* low jungle 
through which they we're passing. At length they 
ai)proaclied feir tot) near tei bt* pleasant to the 



102 CALLED TO THE DEFENCE. 

feelings of Ohmecl Mahomed, who had depended 
upon the mere rumour of my fire-arms deterring them 
from making an attack upon the Kafilali. At first it 
was not his policy for me to be seen, for fear the 
parade might be deemed by the suspicious and jea- 
lous natives as a kind of threat, and thus interfere 
with the pacific arrangement s he contemplated, and 
was most willing to see effected, but finding 
that they had ad\ance(l within three or four hun- 
dred yards without any symptom of the usual halt, 
preliminary to overtures of peace, Ohmed Mahomed 
sprang to his feet, and brandislicd his spear in 
defiance, leaping and yelling to deter tlieir nearer 
approach. His efforts w(U’e answered only by 
similar cries, and seeing this, he turned suddenly 
round, and called out for me, /aido, and Alice to 
come immediately, and join them. 1 iniderstood him 
and his position in a moment, so pointing to my 
pistols, I bade Alice bring them along with him, and 
taking a gun in each liand, nith head uncovered, 
ran quickly u]», and, as if inoculated with the 
sanr^ sa\'agc ferocity as my coin[)anions, yelled in 
a manner that delighted, and ashmislied e\ en them. 
Adam Burrah, with a loud shout of welconu', came 
running to meet me, and seizing hold of my 
wrist, dragged me into the front rank with 
him, wheie, squatting down on his heels like the 
rest, he pulled me down by Jiis .side. Olimed Ma- 
homed now came and placed himself on my other 
side, told me that I must only fire when he placed 
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his hand on my arm, and adding the word “ kill” 
in Arabic, pointed Avith his spear to a tall young 
man who, Avith unparalleled boldness, had advanced 
to less than one hundred yards of us, and stood 
making some inquiries from one of the Avomen of 
our Kafilali, unheeding the loud cries of “ cutta, 
cutta” (go aAvay, go uv/ay.) that my friends Avere 
shouting Avith all ■ their might to drive him off. 
Excited by his insolent bearing, Adam Burrah at 
last started up from my side, and liaAing called 
“ cutta” ’several times Avithout the young man 
deigning to take the least notice, he rushed toAvards 
him. On perceiving this, the man instantly- 
dropped on to his heels, so that only Ids head and 
hie poised spear could be seen aboA-(' his sldeld, and 
coolly aAvaih'd the attack, but Adam, seeing 
his foe thus pn'pared, dropt to the ground himself 
in the same manner behind his shield, at the 
distance of about twenty yards, and both began 
sparring Avith their spears. Garalimce. ISloosa, and 
others, called to Adam BuiTah to come back, 
and Ohmed Mahomed, Avilling to avoid liloodshed, 
sprang after him, suddenl} snatched aAvay his 
spear, and thus disarmed. Ik' Avas obliged, but very 
reluctantly, to return to my side. 

Considering that tliis Avas to be tlie commence- 
ment of the fray, I had yiken up my gun, and 
the man observing tliis, and the determined 
front our little band sustained, thought it best to 
imitate Adam Burrali, and sloAvly Avalkcd back to 



104 


THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


his now retiring countrymen, who had immediately, 
on seeing me and the bright glaring barrel of my 
long fowling-piece, with one consent turned, and 
began a slow retreat, in a long straggling line to 
their original position on tlie opposite height, where, 
squatting down, they assumed, like ourselves, an 
attitude of defence, as if ii:; need by a desire to 
oppose our passage through their country rather 
than to make a gratuitous attack, whicli was cer- 
tainly their first intention, before being acted upon 
by the wholesome fear of “the villanbus salt- 
petre.” Garahnu'e now appeared to ha\e assumed 
the character of cominandei-in-chief of our forces, 
walking backwards and forwards between the two 
extremities of the little seniicirch' we formed. 
In one hand, he held a snndl twig, which he 
waved about most ('iiergetically, Jis he recited some 
long speech of a very fierci'h-sounding character. 
Occasionally, he tapper! u])on the h(‘ad any of the 
party who, tired of tlu* sitting position, attempted 
to rest himself by standing up. I'his part of their 
tactics, I observed, was particulaily insistf'd upon, 
and was done, 1 was told, witli a ^ic'w of prevent- 
ing the ('neiny from obtaining a correct knowdedge 
of the numbers of their opponents. ( iarahmee wa-^ 
a recognised authority, for in his directions a 
marshal with his baton would not have been more 
implicitly olx'yed by his army, than was this 
half-naked savage with his little stick by his wild 
companion-’. 
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We did not stir from our position whilst the sun 
was up, but kept sitting in a very uncomfortable 
posture for me, some time even after it had set, 
when Ohmed Mahomed, touching my (dbow, inti- 
mlted I could go to my hut, for pointing to the 
men opposed to ns, nith a significant laugli, he 
said, “they are ■\'er^ 'od friends.” Zaido and 
Alice accompani(‘d' nil to my lint, but tlie rest of 
the Kafilah remained in the same scpiatting position 
until after nine o’clock, by which time a peace had 
been maiie, and sworn to upon tin* Kor:ni, between 
us and the Bedouins, a safe conduct Ijcniig given to 
the Kafilah tlirough their country, wliich extended to 
the Balir-assal, by a regular ofhcial-lilve document, 
drawn uj) in Arabic. 

The j)r('S('nt rc'quired by tlie cliii'f was exceed- 
ingly moderate ; three' pieces of blue Surat cotton 
cloth to distribute' ame)ug tlu' tribe, being all that 
was aske'el leer. At my reepic'st. one bag of rice' was 
subsequently divideel among some of the prine-ipal 
people, as an extiaordinary presemt on the' occa^i^)n 
of an Ihigre'e'z ce)ming into their country. All 
being settled most satisfacteu’ily to nuself, anel te) 
eve'ry one else, 1 ge)t my rice supper, and sh'pt the 
re'inainder of the night as seinnelly on the hard irre- 
gular surface of the rock\' gre)nnd as if reposing on 
the softest conch. It is the- ^'xcitement occasioned 
by scenes simihar to the one I have endeavoured to 
describe, wliich gives a zest to desc'rt life, besides 
the eonscioiisiicss of having escaped a great peril 
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attaches a value to existence itself of which we 
have had no previous idea, for, like health, it is 
sometimes held of little moment until we are on 
the eve of losing it for ever. 
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Leave Daddahue.' — Journey through the Rah Tppah to Bulhatoo, 
distance .seven miles, general direction, W, S. W, and S. — 
Halt for the night. — Journey from Bulhatoo toDafarre, distance 
four miles, general direction, we.st hy north. — Halt for the 
night. — J^iurney from Dafarro to Aleeh’.shatan, distance five 
miles, general direction, south. — Journey from Aleeli ’shatan 
to Alijdianta, distance, .seven mile.?, general direction, west and 
south west. 


A^^ril '2(1 — OhiiK'd ^[ahoincd had no wish to keep 
the Katilali in a nt'iglihourhood so populous. His 
stoic of tobacco woidd have been considcrablv 
diniinishcd by such a stay, so he determined to 
push on this morning for tlu' lialting place on the 
shores of tlie ( Jooliat nl Kldirah, which ^\e were to 
approach to-day, and take our last leave of the st'a. 
Six cami'ls of tlu' Ihtrsane llodonins also joined onr 
Kafilah, and during tlie marcli, the two or three 
good-tempered natiM's to tvliom they belonged, 
were laughed at, and iauglied tlu'msclvcs at the 
effect Ji few wt'apons of the .linn produced upon 
their tribe the night before. 

The camels being loaded, we ascended the oppo- 
site side of the ^ alley of Dafidahue, and continued 
along the ridge in a parallel direction with the 
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valley for nearly two hours, the road being over the 
same loose volcanic kind of stones as those of the 
preceding day’s inarch. I still persisted in walking 
with Ohmed iMahoniod and the Ily Soumauh'c, for 
my mule was so wretchedly slow, that I was 
much more fatigued sitting on the saddle than if I 
had walked all the way. 

The road began now to descend into a deep 
ravine, four or five hundred feet below the level of 
the plain oven’ wliicli wt' had been marching. T sat on 
the edge of tlie more than perpendicular‘]U’ecipic(' 
which actually OA'crluing the road beneatli, whilst 
the opposite height, hut a few feet higher, was not 
seventy yards distant. 'I'his ]iass was called the 
Rah Tssah hy the Dank-alli, from its liaiing been the 
spot, and one very well ada])ted for tlie ]mrj)os(!, 
where a rescue effected by tlu' Ikheiiec' tribe 
of a large licrd of cattle, and many flocks that had 
been dri\en off tlu'ir lauds in a foray made by the 
Issab Soumanlce, a peoj)le who occupy the whole 
country that forms the soutliern border of the Bay 
of Tajourah, and extends inkiml witliout Juiy w(‘ll- 
d('fined di\ision, a*^ far as the plains of Ihroi’, the 
residence of the AValiama Dankalli. k’rom tlu' 
situation I had ch(»>en, i had a good vhnv of th(' 
camels as tlu'v wound along the sey{n’al traverses of 
the ruggf'd p:ith to the narrow watcn’coursc beneath, 
and many serious falls and considerable detentions 
occurred during the perilous descent; full two hours 
having ela|)sed betbre Ohincd Mahomed, myself. 
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and the escort followed, for until the time that the 
Kafilah was safe below, I could sec tliat an attack 
was apprehended from the Bursane people, even 
after all the ccremonicd of tlie last night’s treaty. 

Hall Issah is th(' djy bed of a. torrent wliich 
ordy runs along it during tlu* vmy uncertain season 
of the rains. It extends in a, inanlj' direct line to 
Goobat ul Khlirab, 'wlu're it ('xpands into a broad 
open space, suiTounded, exct'pt towards tin; gulf, by 
inairly perpendicular precipici's of a crumbling 
greyish porplnhic rock. In tlic Rah Issah, the 
over-hanging dills thn'aten continually to roll down 
a torrent of loose stones upon the ti’aAcller below, 
and that tlu'v are thus constantly sli])])ing, is proved 
by the inniK'iise (piantity of loose', dedna^ scattered 
along the road. Our halt tool; ])lac(' in the ex- 
])ande(l terininalion of this raviiu' ca.lled Bulhatoo. 
Although we had la’cn nearly four hours on the 
march, I do not think we travi'lled mori' than six 
inile.s. Ih're my shidding of hove's stood upetn 
some exceedingly tine' vole-aiiic sand, so he>t iiemi 
the dire'ct rays eef the' sun. that 1 e an re'eidily behove' 
that the e'ggs eef many biihs nhich meike the’ii' nests 
upon the gre)unel in this coemtry, are aieleel niate'- 
rially in incubation, if ned alte)gethe'r hate he.'el by the 
lu'atof the sanel aleme'. unoiiMhieh the eggs are laid. 

hhe water we eebtaine'd licit- Avas e'xactly similar 
to the celebrated chalylu'ate of Harrowgate. bthig 
strongly imprt'guatt'd with sulphurate'd hyelrogen. 
Ohmed Mahomed took me to a s]iot, wishing to 
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know if I tliought sweet w^ater could be found 
where a patch of bright red earth broke througli 
the dark('r covering of the sand. I found it was a 
beautiful and very tenacious clay, and was con- 
vinced if an attempt were made, an excellent 
spring of water would be met with. Tlie labour, 
however, not suiting tlu' inclination of my com- 
panions, and as I preferred drinking tlie chalybeate, 
we left the ])lace undisturbed. Numerous dry 
tliirsty looking senna shrubs dott('d tlie plain ; their 
yellow laburnum-like flowers, mocking *’by thcii’ 
glittering brightness, tlu' dn'ary waste* of sand and 
rock around, (irass tlu'n* cei tainly was, in large 
and dispersed tufts of a coarse Avire-like hay, rather 
than of tlie bright greeti, yielding blades. A\e so 
generally associate with the* idt'a of turf. AVe 
remained here* only one day and night, and I sle[)t 
without any disturbance* be'yond the ])e*aling 
laughter of the whe>h* Kalilah, from a e-eiuversaliou 
kept up ai( the extreme e*neis of (li(> caiu]> by tAvo of 
the me'rrie'st fe*llows in it. Aehim Hurrah anel 
Omer Suis. After e\(*rv one had n'tire'd to rest, 
caeh u])on his ])laite‘d ])alm-leaf mat, and wrappe'd 
up in his body-cloth, the*se‘ two ceinimcnceel shout- 
ing out tlu'ir re'jmrte-e'S at the* te)p e)f the*ir voiers. 
(•aedi remark be-iiig followe*d by hursts of laughh'i’ 
from the rest. I coulel hear Ohme.'d ^lahoine.'el, 
who lav at the* entrance of mv “bait,” as it was 
called, whispering suggt'stions to Aelam Hurrah, 
whilst I dare say, some other friend, aided Omer 
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Siiis in the same way, or else it is impossible to con- 
ceive how such a constant flow of wit could have 
kept the whole Kafilah, for hours together, awake 
with the laughter and noise. 

April 3. — We were up at sunrise and away, 
ascending a low but steej) einincnce, along the 
ridge of which wc travelled till half-past nine. 
Oil our road, we had a good view of the Goobat ul 
Jvlihrab, “ The had havem,” n'posiiig in a dead calm, 
among the almost (utciirling hills of dark coloured 
volcanic 3 ro(tk which siiiTound it. d'he road lay 
upon one long ('xtendi'd sliec't of lava reaching on 
one sid(‘ to the gulf, where' it suddenly terminated, 
and on the other, to where a narrow, hut deeply 
wat('r-cut ravine, had occasioned a sudden solution 
of its continuity in that direction. Here was our 
halting-place for the day, called Dafarre. and on our 
arrival I de'seended into the ravine, which was 
in front of our encampment, in company with 
Garalnnee' and Moosa. 'flu'se' iin'ii, with »Teat 

ip ^ ^ 

apparent attention, were anxious to find for me a 
cool retreat from the hot burning sun, and in a cave 
that smelt strongh’ of wild bi'asts I soon had mv 
mat sprf'ad, m\ hoots taki'ii off, and all things 
prepar'd for a slee]), which (iarahinei' nas very 
anxious 1 should indulge' in after my long walk, for 
proud ill the feeling of strengdi returned, which 
enabled me to keep up. untired, with the best 
walkers of the p<arty, I still looked with con- 
tempt upon my mule. The only evil of my retreat 
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I thought was, that it was too convenient, and 
before Garahinee andMoosa could 'U'cll choose their 
positions on each side of me, some; half do/eii 
people of the Kafilah also came and took up tlicir 
quarters in the cave. Garahinee would have had me 
retire to another and a better place, which he said 
he knew, and which was but a little beyond a turn 
in the course of tlie ravine, but as iny boots wen^ 
off, and I had commc'nccd a con^'ersation with such 
of the people of the Kafilah, who, like myself, 
und('rstood a little Arabic, 1 determined, to stay 
where I was, at whidi he went auay, secmi- 
ingly much disph^ased. Like lliraliim Shaitan, 
however, under similar circumstances, he returned 
very soon, and, apparently, W(‘ were as good friends 
as before. 

It is rather difficult to find a comfortable position 
when reposing upon loose uneven rock, but on read- 
ing over my notes under the date of to-day, 1 find 
that to S(|j'e time and to secure comfort under 
.siinilai’ circumstances again, 1 liad noted down liow 
to arrange things so as to obtain a tolerably easy bed. 
I reinaik, sagely enough, that I must not expect the 
])leasures of easy repose upon a couch vliich had 
the hard rock for a cusliion, and only huge stones 
for pillows, but that to make my resting-] dace as 
comfortable as it could be, 1 liad jdaced my head 
resting between two large stones, employing another 
as a jdllow, which I j)ut under the arm of the side I 
lay upon, and one also behind tlie bend of my 
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knees, whilst a heavy one for my feet to press 
against without fear of removing it, sustained me 
on the gentle slope of the floor of the cave. I'hus 
I arranged n)yself for sleep, and slept well ; and 
after some hours’ indulging in a confidence not 
often extended to the companions of my march 
wlio lay around, Zaido appeared to summon me to 
my hut for tlie niglit. Giving him my boots to 
carry, I collected my pistols, and followed him bare- 
footed uj) tlie long unequal ste})s of huge stones 
that led from the cave to tlie summit of the steep 
precipitous side of the ravine. Having reached my 
” bait,” a large bowl of boiled rice, ipiite enough 
for the supper of a camel, was served up, mixed 
with nearly half-a-])int of ghee, or the liquid butter 
of the country. 

March ^th . — ^^'e again started at the usual hour, 
sunrise, and marclu'd live hours and a half across 
the most tremendously rough country that can pos- 
sibly be conceived, to be at all passable. Immedi- 
ately after starting, wc descended a narrow road, 
more like a steep staircase than anything else. It 
was not quite so convenient, but reminded me of 
the one by which we ascend the Monument, which 
is about as high as was this precipice. One by one, 

the camels slowlv descended into a wide fissurelike 

■/ 

valley, that extended to a similar wall of rock on 
the opposite side, and up which wc had to ascend 
again. This iissured plain opeU'Hl upon the crystal- 
line shores of the Bahr Assal, or Salt Lake, of which 
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we obtained a good view from the top of Muyah, 
the name of the precipice we had just descended. 
We were nearly an hour crossing the next plain 
of blown sand, which from its 'appearance I thought 
had probably been conveyed by the wind from the 
shores of the Bahr Assal ; it was covered with the 
dry wiry grass before mentioned, and numerous 
plants of a species of colycintli. Before we reached 
the only passable place in tlic next ridge, ^^c had 
to ascend a road which was so serpentine that 
frequently we had to turn, and proceed some 
distance with our bices looking in a direction 
towards d’ajourah. In my notes I have remarked 
that this plain must have Ix'en the bottom of the 
old portion of the sea, which once connected the 
Bahi* Assal ivith Goobat ul Klilirab, for I found 
in some places a sandstone, very liglit-coloured, 
and a cretaceous rock, in which 1 found traces of 
a spiral unii ah c and other shells. 

After a long dreary nnirch, during ivhich we 
passed between and among certain broad and square 
chimney-like vents of volcanic vapours, (for 1 could 
account for their existence in no other way,} situated 
in the midst of an extensive field of black scorea- 
cious lava, at the eastern extremity of which, mnir 
Goobat ul Khlirab, was u small, but perfect and 
well-formed cratei*. "W'e at length reached a small 
winding wada, or valley, in which wei'c a few 
stunted doom palm-tre(?s. Bound the low’cr part ol 
their trunks had collected the decaying remains of 
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their own fanlike foliage, and the withered branches 
of some mimosa-trees, torn up by a temporary tor- 
rent, and thus arrested in their progress towards the 
Bahr Assal. Onr road in this situation was along 
its dry bed, over coarse black volcanic sand, which 
seemed to be produced by the cruinbling action of 
atmospherical causes upon the surrounding lava 
rocks. After following the direction of the water- 
course for nearly an hour, we arrived at '■‘Aleex’ 
Shaitan” (The 1)(‘\ il's AAhter), ^vhere, to my great 
satisfaction, wo halted for the day. 

I was too fatigued to take a sui’vey of the country, 
and sat down under a stunted mimosa-tree, over 
which I cast my black Arab cloak, to increase the 
sliade. (jiaralimee and Moosa, whom 1 had noticed 
walking all tlie day togetluT in earnest conversa- 
tion, non came up, and desiri'd me with apparent 
kindness to accompany them to a cave, situated 
about a (piarti'r of a mile from tlie camp, and 
upon my not immediately comjdying Garahmee, 
affecting to suppose I did not understand him, went 
and brought Ohmed Mahomed, who, coming up, 
repeated the invitation to go to a. tiliebo bait” (a 
good house), with him. I had no objection to 
proceed, so gathering myself up with no little diffi- 
culty, for 1 n as vi'ry tired, we all went to another 
den of some wild beast, a. here scattered bones and 
otlicr traces indicated its recent occupation. Ohmed 
Mahomed {;reeping in, for it was much less than the 
one at Dafarre, remarked that there was but just 

1 2 
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room for me. As I expected he was going to remain, 
I pulled olf my boots and belt, and laid them with 
my pistols doAMi at some little distance from me, 
and should have gone immediately to sleep, had not 
Ohmed Mahomed, made preparations to depart, and 
told me, as he got out, that I must not sleep till 
Zaido came witli my rice. This was quite an acci- 
dental observation, and so natural, that I only asked 
him to send Zaido quickly, and took up a position 
by placing myself at full length across the entrance 
of the caY(', which Avas not abo\ e eight *f('ct wide, 
so that Moosa and (larahmee, who had been squat- 
ting in theij’ usual manner in front, could not con- 
A cniently coiiui in. 

Some' moments after Ohmed Mahomed left. 
Oarahmee, under pretence of stretching liimsc'lf 
laid down bis spc'ar. and turning round walked 
some little nay until lie could get a good view of 
the camp, towards which he looked with an inqui- 
sitive gaze, that told me at once T had been 
betrayed into this jdace for the puipose of assassi- 
nation, and felt assured tliat a struggle for my life 
Avas now at hand. My heart beat thick, but I 
determined not to show the least feeling of mistrust 
until tlu'ir game had begun; and placing myself a 
little more under cover of the roof of the cave, 
aAvaited tlie first signal of attack to seize my jnstols, 
and defend niAself as I best might. It may he 
astonishing to .suppose how two men cotdd so far 
overcome the fear of being instantly killed by my 
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jire-arms ; but Garahmec, who was a most cunning 
man, never drc'amt that his son, us he used to call 
me, suspected in the least his design, so carelessly 
had I been accustomed to trust myself with him, 
and had been so deceived by liis })articnlarly mild 
and quiet d('portment. Ilis first step, after watch- 
ing the occupation of tin* canq), was to endeavour 
to take Ohmed Mahomed’s place in the eaxe, but 
this I instantly objec“ted to in a tone so suddenly 
harsh that he involuntaril} started, and sat down 
again just* at my feet, but outside the entrance. 
All this time ^b)Osa had bemi sitting about fne 
paces ill fi’oiit. Ilis shield, held before him, con- 
cealed his wlioh' body, a black faci' and bushy 
head of hair aloiu' appearing above its upper edge ; 
his sixear was In hi perpimdicularly, with its butt- 
end placed u])on the ('arth. in the usual manner, 
when an attack is nnalitated, 

(haralimee was evidmitly disconcerted by my 
refusal to admit him into tlie eaxa-. and perhaps if 1 
had assumed a greatm' apparmit suspicion. InMxould 
have deferri'd his attmnpt until a nnm' faxouridde 
o])portuuitx ; bur sc'cing nu' seemingly undisturbed, 
he look his seat at my lu'ad. and asked permnptorily 
for some dollars ; and Moosa xx ants some too,” 
addl'd lu'. turning and looking xxith an e-\[)ression 

r(\adilv understood hv llm latter xvorthv. xxho in- 
%> % • 

slautly ros(' and taking tlu' pi. ice just vacated by 
Garahmec, seconded the motion by holding out 
bis hand for “ nummo” (dollars). In my belt 
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was the pouch made by Cnittenden for my watch, 
which I liad carried in the vain expectation of 
making it serviceable in deciding the longitude of 
my halting-places, but perceiving the character of 
the people, had never brought it out for fear of 
exciting the cupidity of those around me. Its 
round form, however, as it lay in the pouch 
attached to my waist-belt, made an impression as 
if dollars were there concealed, as I afterwards 
learnt from Ohmed jMahomed, who assigned this as 
one reason for the attempt wliich had been made. 
Drawing tlic Ixdt and ])oiich tow’ards me, in tli(' 
loops of which were still my pistols, I took one 
of them into my hand, and throwing myself as far 
back into the cave as I could, told them I had no 
dollars for them till 1 got to Abasha (Abyssinia), 
at the saim^ time telling Moosa to go for Ohmed 
Mahomed and ld)in Jzaak, as I could not talk to 
them in their language. I’lu'y W('rc taken rather 
aback at the strong jjosition I had assumed, and 
the decided manner in which I had met the first 
step to an outrage; for amongst these people a 
demand for sonu’thing always [)r(?ced('s the attack, 
to enable them to throw their victim, even if lu' 
suspect their object, off his guard, in the vain hojx' 
that h{‘ might be able to purchase* peace by giving 
them what tliey ask for. Xc'ither ])arty. under 
present circumstances, now- knew what farther to do. 
I, of course, had done .sufficicait tor defence', and 
they found that they had too suddenly, for their 
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purpose, laid themselves open to my suspicion but 
Garahmee, with ready thought, on my telling 
Moosa a second time to go, volunteered to be the 
bearer of the message himself, and retiring, relieved 
me of his presence, and himself of the unpleasant 
feeling which must have arisen in his mind on 
having been so completely foiled, and seeing, 
besides, that I was perfectly aware of his intentions. 

Aleex’ Shaitan was certainly the most unpleasant 
halting-place I staid at during my whole march, for 
the natuj'al suspicion excited of plots being regu- 
larly formed for my assassination, made me not feel 
very comfortable, espt'cially when, on retiring for 
the night, T found that Ohmed Mahomed, Zaido, and 
Alice, who generally slept around me, had left the 
camp to return to the precipice of Aluyah, to bring 
up some camels that had been left there during the 
morning’s march, unal)lc to come on with the rest 
of the Kafilah. The larger boxes with whici*^ hese 
camels were loadc'd had been obliged to/ 
off and carried, with a great deal of ^ 

down the narrow and Avindiius descents, ^vllic]l 
occurred on the road. I detdllftii^cdfifot to sleep 
until their return, and sat in my hut eating some 
very hard sea-biscuit, indulging occasionally in long 
pulls at my water-skin, (he contents of which 
reminded me exactly of the muddy streams that in 
very rainy weather Hows through the gutters of our 
streets at home. Ih ring finished my light supper, 

I sat at the uppe*. end of my box fortalice, reso- 
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lutely resisting for some time the approach of 
sleep, until at length I found it impossible to keep 
my eyes open any longer, so without knowing 
exactly the time of my departure to the realms of 
Morpheus, T only an^akened nt the rude shake 
which Zaido gave my leg, when he called me up 
for the next day’s marcli. 

April 6th . — ^AYe were on the march this morning 
by sunrise, our road continuing o^■('r broad fields of 
a thin stratum of black lava, oveilaying a light- 
coloured and very liiK'ly-grained sandstone^, beneath 
which Avas the same cretaceous formation Avith 


shells I bad obserATd in several places yesterday. 
Dykes of a liard rock stood like high fences 
in a direction from east to Avest, and on one occa- 

? sion Ave passed some distance actually along the 

( 

c- ^rior of one. the centie of softer material haAdng 
^ denuded, leaving Iaao tliin Avails of the outer 

aback ai time, Ave came to tlu’ Avatering- 
^ f ‘■he dccidVd'^ Shaitan, Avhich Avas a litth.' to the 
left Oi Q^^^p.msisting of natural reservoirs, or 

pools of SI1U..1 viiaiensions, Avhich contained some 
SAveet, but \'('ry dirty Avater. A Avada, or small 
A'alley, extcmficd a short distance to the right, in 
Avhich Aven' larger and greener mimosa-trees than 
anv I had met AA’itli before. 1 learnt that this Avas 


to liaAC l)cen our halting-j)lace of yesterday, but 
that it Avus preoccupied by a Kafilah coming from 
OAv.ssa to 'rajourah, A\ hich Avas noAv passing us, and 
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with whom an interchange of civilities and saluta- 
tions took place. 

In saluting each other, tho Dankalli place the 
jialms of their right hands together, and slowly slide 
them off again. A particular and V(ny long form of 
greeting then takes plact', a number of questions are 
asked in succession by one of the parties, and are 
replied to by a corresponding string of answers. The 
other party tluai asks liis (piestions, is answered in 
the same manner, the riglit hands are again slided 
over (‘ac]i otlu'r, and tin' parties separate to 
encountc'r otli-'r frimids. T'lu' greatest mistrust 
ebaracteri/es all tlanr dealings with each other, and 
the hand gras])ed during the salutation, I ^vas told 
was a certain signal of treachery, for numbers had 
been mnrch'red by others standing by, wlnlst thus 
held by sii[)pos('d fiiends. 

The woiTUMi, uhen they meet their male friends, 
])nt on an atlectation of shyness, which. I suppose, 
])asses amongst them for modesty. They take and 
hold the proffered hand in theirs for some time, 
carry it to their lips, and then taking each of the 
tiugers, they press them in succession one by oik'. 
All this ceremonial T observ'd performed, e^ eii by a 
mother to lu'r own son, w ho stood very majestically re- 
ceiving this homage, as if it were nothing but his due. 

The road now' began to tak«' the course of the 
valley, betw^cen high and l>an-en hills of a sombu' 
red colour, and of the same igneous prigin with 
the whole of th(' surrounding country ; white bands 
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of chalk with shells lying upon and below layers of 
this rock, told of two different eras of volcanic 
energy, between the times of wliich the limestone 
stratum had been deposited in the estuary of a 
river that must here have entered the sea, and 
wliich was probably before the separation from the 
sea, of the salt lake of .Vssal. The shores of the 
latter, which, in a direct line, Averc not two miles 
distant, we were now approaching by a long cir- 
cuitous raviiK' of some miles in length. 

It must be kept in mind, that from the gea in the 
Goobat nl Khlirab to the llahr Assal, tin' crow line 
would not be more than six miles, although from 
the rough and precipitous character of the fissured 
lava which intcrveiK's. the journey of our Kafilah 
across occupied three days, from our hid ting-place 
on the gulf at fiulhatoo to Gunguntur, on the 
opposite side of tlie lake. 

As the valley of Ali'phanta, which wt^ were now 
entering, contracted suddenlv, the bases of the coni- 
cal hills on each side approached very near to each 
other, and around them in a most serpentim.' course 
our road no^v lay. .Scarcely a trace of vegetation 
appcari'd to enliven this land of desolation; it was 
most truly “ the valley of the shadow of death for 
at very sliort distances lay the bleaching half-eaten 
bones of the skeletons of camels and mules that had 
here found the last difficulty of the journey from 
Tajourah tpo much for their powers of cnduranci', 
and falling, had been deserted by their owners. 
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The monarch of the place, a magnificent lion, stood 
on a small rocky lodge, about half way up one of 
the surrounding hills. lie kept his face steadily 
turned towards the Kafilah, moving round as its 
long line marched silently past. IMy carabine was 
cocked in a moment, for I concluded that he was 
meditating an attack ; but my companions inti- 
mated, that if wc left him alone he would keep his 
distance, and not' molest us. Once I gave the 
long-drawn death-halloo of the chase, but all the 
natives igathered hurriedly around me to prevent 
my repeating it; and 1 found tliat I had only 
succeeded in frightening them, Avithoiit having had 
any other effect upon the lion but the slow lashing 
with his tail of his yellow sides, a movement that 
iirlicated anger rather than fear. Tie, however, 
respected our numbers, and we left him still gazing 
in his original position, until tlu' last of the camels 
had plac('d the .shoulder of a projecting hill between 
him and them. It was proposed, in order to 
shorten the distance, that I and a party of the 
Kafilah men, with Garahmee and Moosa, should 
take a short cut o\ er the hills, rather than the much 
longer, though more pleasant road around their 
base ; and as I wished to inipress Garahmee, whose 
abilities as a plotter I began to think M’ere of the 
first order, that I could still trust myself with him 
and his associates, and at the same time be deter- 
mined to take care of myself, 1 made no objection to 
the proposal, but insisted upon walking the last in 
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the line, affecting to wish that I might sec tnc lion 
again, and get the opportunity of a shot at him. Wc 
followed a narrow path, ascending and descending 
the stec]) sides of numerous Ioav conical-formed hills 
of large loose stones that occasionally detached them- 
selves from under the feet, and went dashing with 
increasing velocity to a little secondary ridge of the 
debris, accumulating at the bottom. All firound 
me were these hills of stones, treeless, shrubless, 
herbless ; a greater impression of desolation never 
occurred to my mind, greaha' even than that pro- 
duced by the widely-s])rcading open dcs('rts of 
Arabia, or the long and dark val]e}'s ])ct.ween tlu' 
wave mountains of the seas to the south of the Cape, 
which, under a gloomy sk\', struck me, T recollect, 
when I Avas amidst them, as more nearly allied to 
the character of liuman despair than anything 
I could have imagined in the ])liysical world. 'I'liis 
is the idea that dreary scenes are apt to suggest, 
and to which, perhaps, they owe that impress of 
horror witli which we always contcmijdate them. 

Two hours Avere occupied in passing tJirough this 
A^alley “ AA’liere the dcAil lies stoned.” It Avas likened, 
and very justly 1 should suppose, to one so called 
near ^Iccca, by a “liadji,” or pilgrim, aa'Iio Avas 
returning to Jus tril)e Avith us. uoav suaa in tlie 

distance the s])ot on the southern border of the lake. 
AA'here the salt is broken and packed up for con- 
veyance to Abyssinia ; and on the broad extemsive 
field, of this purely AA'liite and glistening crystallized 
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surface, a group of natives, busily engaged in col- 
lecting it with their camels and asses, reminding 
me of a scene not unlike one in the panorama of the 
Arctic voyages, representing the Esquimaux with 
their sledges and dogs upon the surface of the 
snow. 

We soon descended the very gradual descent 
from tlie Alephanta Pass, through which we had 
just come, and commenced walking across one por- 
tion of the salt crust of the lake, which now 
extended in its full proportions before us. Its 
a])pearanc(‘ was very novel, and I examined it with 
considerable interest, as it is a very remarkable 
feature of th6 countrv of Adal, and a most im- 
portant one to the inhabitants, being the chief 
source of wendth and a gr('at inducement to useful 
occupation to the diff(Teiit tril)es who surround it 
for the distance of several days’ journey. 



126 


CHAPTER VIIT. 

The Salt Lake. — Jounioy to Gunguntiii', distance from Aleex’ 
Shaitan, ten miles, general direction, W. S. W. — Scene of the 
murder of three Soldiers of the liritish Mis.sion, in 1840. — 
Halt for the Night. — Journey to Alulec, distance s^'vcn miles, 
general direction, S. S. W. — Stay at Aliiloe. — Attack of the 
Muditu tribe. 

Baiiu Assal, l»Y observaticms mmh Kv Dr. Beke in 
the first instanoe, and al’terwards confirnu'd by tiie 
observations of Lieut. Barker and Mr. .V.ssistant- 
Surgoon Kirk, ofheer.s coniu'cted Atitli the Sliotin 
mission, is from four to fiv(‘ liundied ft'et below the 
level of the .sea. It is .siirroundt'd by very lofty 
mountains, exee})tiiig in the direetion eovn-sponding 
with the t(‘i-in illation of the Bay of 'fajourah, 
wliere the ground i.s one fissured slope of sheets of 
lava which Inu t' been poured out from the neigh- 
bourhood of (loobat ul Khhrab. 

(’oiisideral)le ev:iporation of tlie salt watt'r of tlie 
original sea, which T conceive must havt' once 
extended to the lake, lias taken phue since its 
separation ; and as this operation is favoured 
considerably by the great depre.ssion of its sur- 
face, the fresh water supplied by the numerous 



REACH GUNGUNTUR. 


127 


small streams that flow into it on all sides during 
the wet season, is not allowed to collect in suf- 
ficient quantity to re-dissolve the crystals formed 
during the hot dry summer before. The northern 
extremity of the lake is, however, free from salt in 
mass ; but the water is such a concentrated solution 
of it, that when tasted, it almost blisters the tongue 
by its intensity. In extent it cannot be more than 
twenty miles around, Ixmig longer in one direc- 
tion than another, in the pro])ortion, I thought, of 
about five to three miles. ‘ AAT nere about twenty 
minutes in })assiiig across the salt crust of that 
extremity over nhich our march lay, and then 
crossing an extensive di'posit of a large hard crys- 
talline rock (sulphate of soda), we entered a narrow 
dark raviiu' along the bed of a small stream of 
brackish water, which was but a few inches deep, 
and ran very genth' into the lake. As we pro- 
ceeded the ■water became sweeter, till at length, 
when we reaclu'd ( iiinguntur, our haltmg-])lace for 
the day, ^ve found it (piite fresli and in little con- 
nected pools, that admitted the luxury of a bath, 
which 1 V(’ry soon took advantage of. The brackish 
taste of the stream at the gorge of the ravine was 
owing to its impregnation by the atmospliere, 
which bears considc'rable tpiantities of salt particles 
for some miles inland, and v.hich had also very un- 
pleasant effects upon the skin of my face and lips 
whilst 1 stajed in the neighbourhood. 

The camels now coming up, I had my house built 
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•with greater speed than it used to be, as I assisted 
at its erection myself, not wishing any more 
invitations to leave the Kafilali on pretext of 
superior accommodations. On the occasion of the 
British Mission going up to Slioa, this was the 
place where the* murder of the two sergeants of 
the Regiment of (Queen’s infantry and a Portu- 

guese cook was eflectc'd by tlic natiA Cs, insufficient 
watch being ke])t by the party during th(‘ night. 
I heard twenty diffiercnt relations of this atrocious 
act ; the perpetrators of it being well-known to the 
people of Tajourah, and I'.elonged to tlu* Debenee 
tribe. In the course of the day, I took an op])oi- 
tiinity of mentioning to Ginned ^lahoimal ni} 
rencontre with Garahince ; and he te>l(l nu', that if 
I left th(‘ Ivafilah and acconi])anied the Bedouins, 
I should always be I'xposed to the saim' attempts ; 
“fori have my enemies,” he added, “ and tla^v will 

t ^ 

(drawing his hand across his thi’oat) kill you, 
merely because you are my friend.” Tin' Uas felt 
that his boxcish at the end of the journey was in 
jeopardy, so instead of going anay to his ovn 
house of salt bags, which had becai constructed 
for him, he [)laeed his mat alongside of mine, 
remained in my hut nearly all day, and slept 
there during the night. Viv had a long conversa- 
tion upon the division of the country we were 
passing through among the Dankalli tribes, and I 
foimd that the Muditu and the Assobah tribes laid 
claim to equal portions of the salt lake, with 
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liberty to take up salt on their respective shores. 
He added, they w('re constantly fighting either 
between themselves, or with the Issah Soiimaulee 
tribes, who in strong parties sometimes came down 
and loaded great numbers of camels with the salt. 
Gunguntiir, our prc'sent halting-place, belonged to 
the Miiditu; on one side of the valley they had 
some huts, but tlu', otlu'r mus not frc'quented by 
tliem, as no food could be found for theii’ flocks. I 
rather suppose it was tlie contiguity of the Issah 
Soumaidt*e, who on tlie opposite side held tliem 
in check, and ■would not allow them to cross over 
the ravine. 

In the ev('ning I accompanied Ohnied Mahomed 
to the scene of the inurdc'r of the soldiers. It was 
a little o])en spac(' suiTouiubd by high red precipi- 
tous hills, where' two or three small streams joined 
the one running into llahr Assal. A triangular 
t)lain of loose angular debi-is of sc'e eral feet thick 
had been chaiinelh'd by ^^atel•. and see-med as if 
traversed by a wide road luning flat topped banks 
of three or four fec't high, 'flu' sombre hue of its 
high embosoming rocks, the hare .surface of the 
stone-covered plain, with the abs('uc(' of all vegeta- 
tion, fornnd a scene well suitc'd for a d('i'd of blood, 
especially if it can bo picturt'd u])on a night when 
the moon, sometimes obscure'! by clouds, cast occa- 
sional shadows (d' a pitchy darkness upon the earth. 

It apj)ears that the members of the Mission lay 
in a long line beneath one of tin' low banks. 

VOL. I. 
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Ill the middle of the night, Allee Chous, the Arab sen- 
tinel, being probably asleep, tivo natives cautiously 
approuclu'd along the level plain, descended the hank, 
and striking together, each hai ing S('lected his victim, 
tJie soft parts ol“ the necks were divided almost to the 
vertchre,and the two soldiers died without a struggle. 
The Portuguese cook, who lay next to them, was dis- 
turbed, and seeing the assassins, lie gave a cry of 
alarm, and the iu'avy knife of one of them, whilst 
retreating, was ])]uiiged into Ins abdomen, lie died 
on The following day. 8om(‘ atteiujit was inad(^ to 
pursue the ninrd('rers, but tlie darkness and tlie 
number of huge lioidders around the base of the 
hills amongst wbicli tbev r('tr('at('d, favoured their 
escape. As I felt (piite sure of the intentions of 
Garahmee and Moosa to serve me in the same 
WTiy, if they could g('t the opportunity, 1 felt no 
little anxiety on turning in to-night, when on tin; 
level to])s of tlie sides of my box house, I saw' 
these two rascals busily arrauging their mats, as 
if solicitous to convince me they (lift not wish 
any recurrence of the tragedy, which had formed 
the only topic of conversation to-day; Ohmed 
Mahomed, however, soon dislfMgi'd them, on the 
plea, tliiit they ran the ri>k of upsetting the box<'s 
u]Km me, and as thes(‘ wooden walls were really 
rather shaky, they could not objc'ct to his r<’- 
quest, that tlu'y Avould make their place of rest 
somewliere cls('. 'I'o prevent, still farther, au) 
attempt during tlie night, that should not a\\ akeu 
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me, he placed a chemux (le frize of camel saddles 
over the whole, so that the removal of them must 
have made considerable noise. 

April ^th . — The camels were loaded, and we 
were on the road a litthj before sunrise. Ohmed 
Mahomed took me to see a cave, made of some 
large boulders, three of wliich sustained a fourth 
on their summit, as a roof. They were of exceed- 
ingly large dimensions, the cave hcing at least 
twenty feet higli, whicli may give some idea of the 
size of these rocks which had fallen from the sides 
of tlie adjoining cliffs. 

AVe followed the course' of the little river towards 
its source betwe('n high steep cliffs of a ]3orphyritic 
rock, generally of a bright red colour. Here our 
path was rugged in the extreme, winding around 
huge detached rocks that lay in the bed of the 
streani, and the tortuous course and irregular sur- 
face of the road now renderc'd talking ■very 
difficidt. Sometimes, in more favourc'd s])Ots, 
we snatclu'd a ])assiug glim])se of small verdure- 
covcH'd spots, wli('r(' a solitary chim]j of the doom 
palm-tree, or a sweetly-smelling mimosa, connected 
the traveller Avith the {'arth of beaut} he otherwise 
Avould have sc'euu'd to hav(' l)c?eii leaving, as he 
traversed the deej), dark gully or cleft in the vol 
canic plain of the country above aud around him. 
Underneath the shade of one of the doom palms, 
a rude cairn of stoni's marked th(' graAc of the 
Portuguese belonging to the escort of the Alission, 

K *2 
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who died near this spot, from the wound he received 
at Gunguntur. 

Wc were four hours marching before we reached 
Allulee, wliere it was designed we should halt ; and 
here 1 certainly was surprised to find several broad 
sheets of water, clear and sweet, in which grew a 
great quantity of bright green excellent grass. 
Considerable nunil)ers of the doom })alni-trec fanned 
the air u ith their larg(‘ leaves, and widely-s})reading 
umbrella-lik(' mimosa-trees afforded a grateful 
shade. Tlie ravine here widened into' a hilly 
but open country, a mile or so in diametc.'r, and we 
seemed to ha\'e come to a place nliere there was 
room enough to breathe, and to fed bap[)y in our 
escape from the narrow confines oi‘ the ravine we 
had just passed. S(‘\eral of tin,' rocks were en- 
crusted with a saline d(*[)osit from tlu* atmosjdiere. 
and a promise of an abundance of ganu' was lu'ld out 
by the (piaiitity of antelop('s that R'sortc'd here for 
the sak(* of water. 'I'ln' salt, also, 1 (‘xpect, w'as 
no little inducc'ment. as in common with most 
herbivorous animals, tlu'v are execa'diim'lv fond of 
it. A little slo])(‘ of gruM'lly soil, rising from the 
edge of one of the ponds, and I’esting upon a stec'p 
lava-bank in th(' rear, was the spot chosen for our 
eneampnu.'iit ; and my ([uarters Ix'ing arranged as 
usual, 1 gladly retrc'ated into it, to prepare, by a good 
night’s rest, for the following day’s hunting whicli 
I had ])romise(l invself, as Ohnu'd Mahomed had 
told me, we should take advantage of this favourable 
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spot to rest and recruit the camels, who were nearly 
worn out by their tiresome journey so far. 

During the day a good deal of washing took 
place, all the Bedouins and camel-men taking this 
opportunity of washing their fotahs and body- 
clothes. For cleansing-troughs they dug small holes 
in the soil, wdiicli tlu'y half filled with Avater, and 
added thereto straw, or a few handsful of fresh 
camels’ dung, as a substitute for soap. 1 found 
Zaido had carefully collected, during the last few 
days, a inat-bag full of the same kind of com- 
modity, the produ(;e of nn' mule, which he had 
very carefully stoned away for this purpose, as he 
said it was far siqx'rior in its cleansing properties 
to the camels’ dung. A regular washing day mnv 
made the wliole place alive; c\ery body seemed 
anxious to be in white apparel, and in succeeding 
lots, the}' took possession of tin' holes. 'I'liey ('om- 
menced by well saturating their clothes in the 
dirty com]')osition, kneading them with their hands, 
and when tired of that, stam])ing them with 
their feet. The clotiu's being then taken out. were 
well rinsed in the neighbouring ])ond. and being 
opened out, a critical vii'w >vas taken of their 
condition, n'hich, if not satislactory, a repetition of 
all these' operations followixl. After all this, they 
were dried and bleached in the sun, and were 
certainly mucli ini])roved in appearance by tlie 
process of ablution they ha,l undergone. The 
lively character of the scene altogether had a 
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beneficial eflect upon me, and I felt again enjoying 
the life I was leading. I also anticipated some 
shooting tlie next day, and cleaned my guns in 
preparation, in whicli operation I was assisted by 
Zaido and Alice, who managed by some nonsense 
or otlier to derange the action of the locks of my 
carbine, for in their anxiety to prove themselves 
fitting attendants in the chase, they persisted in 
exhibiting their knowledge of firearms, by at- 
tempting to let tlie liammer of the lock gently 
down upon the ni})ple in tlie procc'ss oi uncock- 
ing, This difiicnlt operation hotherc'd tlicm a 
great deal, and the result was tluit, much to their 
discomfiture, and my dis])h'asur(', the}' materially 
injured one lock, to repair which cost me a deal of 
time and trouble. Tiie ('vening 1 spent talking 
with Alice res[)ecting a great fight, which some 
three or four }'('ai's before, had taken plact' bctwTcn 
the Assa-heinerah Muditu and the other Dankalli 
tribes coalesced against them, in which contest 
several Inmdrcds were slain, and lu'ar to the scene 
of which we should ])ass during our journey. 

As night came on, a large livast of boiled rice 
and date's was ])repar('d for a, considerable 
number of the Muditu, who had come into earn]), 
and 'were, as usual, demanding some present on tlio 
occasion of our passing through tlu'ir country. 
They came in so late, liowe^'ci’, that they Mere ]iot 
arvare of my presence ; and consequently, did not 
come nefir me that evening. Ohmed Mahomed 
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being engaged witli them till nearly midnight, I 
closed the entrance of my hut with mats to prevent 
tlio intrusion of any home or foreign Bedouins, and 
was soon fast asleep. 

Thursday, Ith . — This morning I was awakened 
rather unpleasantly by a heavy shower of rain, 
which, penetrating my carpet roof, soon wet 
me comph'lely through. 1 got out, and re- 
treated to the thick co\(,'r of a lo^v mimosa tree, 
over which some' of the Bedouins threw my carpet, 
and as «uuiy as could bc' coAcred by its shelter 

came and sat clos(' around me, A stream of thick 

# 

muddy water suddc'uly came ifito existence, hun- 
dreds of small rills issuing from every hill top, 
lining the hollow below our camp almost immedi- 
ately, and where a tew hours before Ave walkc'd and 
the cjunels h'd, a riA er too deep to ford, and aboA'e 
forty feet Avide, ruslu'd a\ itli great impetuosity into 
the ravine Ave travelh'd along yesterday, di camel 
having died in tlu' night, a. ])arty of the drivers on 
the occasion of this flood appearing, dragged the 
body into the intiiu'uca' of its currmit Avliich soon 
carried it aAvay. Om* of its tribiitai’ies, a brook of 
considerable size, verv shortlv afterAAards made its 
Avay through the centi'c' of our cam]), and actually 
turned one of the box('s OA cr befori' some dams of 
stones, and a small caiad, could be made' to direct 
its course in another direction, so that the Avater 
should not damage the stores, or the numerous bags 
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of salt that had been unfairly added to the burdens 
of our camels at the salt lake. 

In this miserable manner I spent nearly the 
whole day, crouching on my heels beneath the tree, 
and anxiously endeavouring' to prevent my fire- 
arms being rendered useless by the wet; and 
it was with no small degree' of pleasure that a little 
before three o’clock. I saw tlie rain ceasing as 
suddenly as it commenced, the sun come out, and 
the volume and force of the ri\x'r rapidly 
diminish. I'Ih^ Ave't clotlies nere* now stretched 
upon the ground, or on tlie tops of die dwarf 
shrubs, of wliicli.* in tliis* favoured spot, great 
numbers weve growing. My bi'd of mats, my 
cloak, plaid, and carpet, in a \er\ short time were 
perfectl} dry. and 1 was once more made com- 
fortable in in}' retreat, but witli the most dismal 
forebodings of lever, and all the other evils wliich 
exposuH' to damp and moisture in hot countries are 
apt to engender, and li'om tlie bad elh'cts of Avhich 
I had only so reei'iitly recoven'd. Afti'r the very 
evident depression occasioned amongst the Ka- 
filah men bv the rain during the dav, the warm 
and welcome sun.diim' of tlie few hours before 
sunset, brought about a re-action amongst them, 
and aaIk'H they bail ndiri'd to their mats for the 
night, another of tlw'ir farcical convi'vsatious was 
carried on b} se\cral distant individuals of the 
cam]), wlio slionted aloud their observations, whilst 
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the laughing accompaniment of their companions 
proved the zest with which they enjoyed this 
evident encounter of solin'; rival wits. 

April 8fk . — This morning, the loud voice of Ga- 
rahmee called us to saddle and march two hours 
before sunrise, and, surprised at his assumption of 
tliis part of tlie duties of tlie Ras, I began to he 
afraid that Garalnnee’s bold liearing, combined with 
bis talents for finesse, had placed him at the head 
of the Katilab, althougb not possessing himself a 
camel, oi*a single bag of salt. On inquiring fi^’om 
the timid whispering Zaido, I found this to be the 
case, and that Garabmee liad taken tlie command 
partly from the want of decision and partly from 
the ivisb to avoid a contest with him, not only of 

V 

Ohmi'd Mahomed, but of all the rest of tlie Kafi- 
lah men. Ih'sides. Garabmee was supported liy his 
four Tly Soumaule(' brotlu'rs, who were quite suffi- 
cient to iiujiose submission u])(m the pi'aceably dis- 
posed jicople of Tajourah, who bad everything to 
lose bv a collision with them. It was Garahmee’s 
olqeid now to hurry on our Kafilah to iirewmt it 
being joined by anidher. whuh had arrived 
after us, and was then loading with salt at 
Assal, and iiH'ssengers IVom Avhich had arrived 
in our cam]) during the night, to reipiest Ohmed 
Mahomed to remain \ here we were at Allulee for 
it to join us, and proceed together. 

Alanv of our camels were already loaded, and all 
had beim collected for the same purpose, but very 
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reluctfuitly by tlieir owners, as the designs of Ga- 
rahmee were fully understood, when all at once a 
general rush was made for spears and shields, Oh- 
med Mahomed calling hastily upon me to bring my 
guns, and take my place with the rest in a line of 
defence which was formed a few yards from my 
hut. The Avomen, all collected together, Avere 
crying out ‘‘koo, koo, koo,” in a long continued 
strain, AA'hilst the men brandished their spears Avith 
loud cries of definncc. Garahinee, Moosa, and Adam 
Burji'ah performed the usual stamping jhw da trois 
in front, and a man Avith the most ludicrous gravity, 
armed Avith spear and shield, dancing round and 
round, Avith a very small and sIoav step, from one 
extremity of the semicircle to tlie otlier, completed 
the scene on our side of tlie preparations made on 
the occasion of this sudch'ii commotion. Before 1 
made these obserAations. lioAvever, Zaido, tlie black 
colour of Avhose chei'ks Avas uoav changed to a 
motley grey, pointed out to nu' about an ('(jual 
number of INluditu, assemhlt'd upon tlie irreguiur 
slope of the opposit<3 .side of the valley. a\}io Avere 
approaching in a close conqiact body, and not in 
the straggling inann(*ras did tlie Bursanc Bedouins 
on the previous occasion. KAcry one of our jiarty 
anticipat('d a certain attack, and ('ach had jiroi ided 
himself Avi til a large I'ragment of rock, Avhich Avas 
to precede the hurling of the speai'. As the enemy 
approached very rapidly, and Avas now but a h'AV 
hundi’cd yards off. CA'ery one of my party called 
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upon me to step out and foe. I stood up immedi- 
ately for that purpose, and directly they saw me, the 
whole body of the Miiditu came to a sudden halt 
as if astonished at the unexpected appearance of 
a white man, with the deadly character of whose 
weapons they were well accpiaintcd, as in one en- 
gagement, Avhen a party of the very same tribe had 
come down upon a Feringx'C Kafilah at the same 
place, two of thcih Avere shot dead by the party 
who accoin])anied it, and aaIio, from several reasons, 
I b('licve*to ha\'(' been Kielmeyer, the Avell-knoAAUi 
German adventurer. Avho was returning to Abys- 
sinicu Avhere he had long resided, and Avho aa us killed, 
according to some accounts, hut by others, reported 
to have died a natural death of fever, at Killaloo, a 
few days' journey farther inland. 

On the pres('iit occasion, the Muditii did not 
hesitate long Avliat to do, but immediately squatted 
doAvn in a manner simiHr to ourselv es, on the spot 
where they had halted, and there we were sitting 
two liours, without either party taking farther steps, 
for Ohmed Mahomed, upon seeing tlu'm thus 
checked, pulled me down again by his side, and I 
was well content not to he obliged to shed blood, 
unless absolutely forced by the most extreme 
necessity. Some few of our Kafilah men now went 
and loosened the ropes thar fastened the legs of the 
tethered caimds, it being far too late in the day, 
even had not arrangements now to he made with the 
assembled IMuditu, for us to think of starting, 
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and no interruption was offered to tlie men engaged 
in driving out the camels to forage for tlie remainder 
of the day. Opportunities of peaceful advances 
being made having thus offered, I soon found 
Ohmed Mahomed and Ebin Izaak, attended by 
Garahmee, retire beneath some mimosa trees, 
where they were joined first, by several Muditu 
women, wlio had followed their male friends to the 
rencontre, and who, it seems, came down here to 
invite our lead('rs to a conference, but as Ohmed 
Maliomed liimself had a blood feud witli»some of 
the tribe unsettled, he was obliged to retire, leav- 
ing the manageim'nt of the busim'ss to the politic 
Garahmee and the voiing and not vt'rv talented 
Ebin Izaak. The former, howev(T, was quite' suffi- 
cient for tlie purposes reepiired ; but whilst I was 
glad of our being obliged to re'inain now for the 
other Kafilah from the Salt Lake, 1 could not hel}) 
regretting the imjiortaiic?^ which circumstances 
seemed to be conferring u])on (jarahmee, who, 
I was convinced, was gr('atly mistrusted by Ohmed 
jMahoined, and who. if he had obtained the power 
of controlling our movement^, noidd. in the end, 
have cei’tainly occasioned the loss of the stores, 
and put an end to all my expectations of discoveries 
in Africa in a V(.'ry summary and disagreeable 
manner. 

T’wo bags o(‘ rice, all my private stock of dates, and 
three pieccis of blue Surat calico, were our com}»ro- 
mise for a safe passage through th(? country of this 
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tribe, with the understanding, that none of the 
Muditu of that party should come nearer than what 
they were to our camp, but that the l ice and dates 
should be cooked and eaten on their own halting- 
spot. Having agreed to all this, peace w'as pro- 
claimed by Garahinee shouting in the midst of the 
Kafilah for every one to return to his eliarg(', either 
of salt or stores, for the day. I cr('])t into iny hut 
covered with glory,' for Zaido and Allee, and a 
number of other idh;rs of the cam]) came laughing, 
though v(A-y ([uietly. as if tliC} were half afraid of 
the IMuditu hearing them, e^’en at tlu' distance they 
were. Pointing with a slight gesture, the thumb 
turned back over the sboulder, in the direction 
of the feasting enemy, they nodded at the gun 
on the ground, and then laughed again, evidently 
as well ph'ased as myself at the bloodless v ictory we 
had obtained by moral force alone. 

Although, among other sti])ulations, none of the 
Muditu were to couk' within a certain distance of 
our cam]), a grt'at many of their women came 
begging tobacco and needles from m<\ ta})])ing their 
lips, in mute astonishment at my novel a])])(‘arance, 
as they stoo])ed down, looking into my den, as if I 
had been some wiki bc^ast, caught and encaged for 
their amusement. 

A chief also was alh wed to bring down to my 
hut, as a token of jieace and good will, a \'ery fine 
sheep, for which 1 gave him some brass wire and 
a little ])owdgr, which he asked for to dress a severe 
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wound upon the neck he had recently received in 
fight, it being a popular idea among the Dankalli 
tribes, that nothing will cure a flesh wound so 
quickly, as gunpowder sprinkled upon the divided 
parts. 

I was very much amused, when the sheep was 

slaughtered, by the contest which took place for the 

intestines and fat. It "was of the usual Adal kind, 

covered with short liair, entirely white, except the 
* 

small black head. The tail was la]-g(' and heavy, 
consisting principally of a huge deposit of suet 
overhanging from the rum]). 'I'wo or three appli- 
cants were almost fighting about the pos.session of 
this, which I at length settled by dividing between 
Garahmee and iSloosa, who i-etirod with it, bor- 
rowing my copper cooking-pot and a large w'ooden 
bowl from Zaido, foi' some |)ur])Ose or other 1 
could not make out, but whicli d('t(Tmined me to 
watch tlieir proccc’dings to satisfy my enriosily. 
Having melt('d the fat over a low fire they soon 
prepared Avith camels' dung and dry sticks, they 
poured the oily liquid into the howl; Moosa tiu'ii 
took his .seat upon the groiuid, sitting betneeii 
Garahine(''s legs, who commencc'd, with a long 
.skewer-like conil) of one prong, to comb out aial 
arrange the rather tangled mass of long stiff curl} 
hair, wdiich was the pride and chiefest care of 
.Moosa. ]la\ing tastefully adjustc'd the (mds of the 
hair, l)ehind and o\ er the ears, in one legular limy 
and brought it to a level surface all q|;er the head, 
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Garahmee then took a large mouthful of the 
melted fat from the bowl, and suddenly applying 
his lips to the surface of the hair, continued to send 
it in spirts, so as fairly to spri'ad it over every part, 
and to do it effectually and properly, taking several 
fresh pulls at the bowl, until he thought a just half 
was expended, when he got up and exchanged 
places with IMoosa, who did for him the same 
friendly office. Garahmee, however, was c^uite 
bald in front, so all bis sliare of tlie grease was not 
only blon*n ov('r the hair on the back part of his 
head, but aho ■ well rul)bed in with the hands. 
After this opca-ation had been duly performed, the 
character of thc'ir hair Avas coniph'tely clianged, 
and at a distance seeined, Moosa's more especially, 
as if each had on a skull-ca]) of frosted silvi'r. 

It is not nec^essarv. Avhilst sta\ing in this place, 
to record daih' occurrences, which were now begin- 
ning to lose all no\('lty, and circumstances of dif- 
ferent kinds detained us here for four days, now 
being deterred bv the condition of the coinitrv, 
which Avas re})ort('d to have bi'cn tlooded by tlie 
late rains, and uoav staying for tlie arri\al of the 
tardy Kafilah, Avhicli. for many Aery good reasons 
that Ohined iMahonu'd took care to enumerate 
to me, Avas especially wanted to assist in the 
protection of the aaIio] . 'fhe road also from Al- 
liilee to the llaAvash Avas in the most disturbed 
state, from tlie jealousy Avitli Avhich the \\’aliama, 
the triho olAlahomed .Allee. the favourite Kas ul 
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Kafililh of the British 3Iission, viewed the present 
patronage of the people of Tajonrah ; and what 
with the same spirit engendered also in the Dcbcnee 
tribe, and the a\'oned liostility of the Miiditu, 1 
saw little cliance of any but the most disastrous 
results occurring to the Kafilah and myself. 

During my stay at Allulee, an affaletali (kid-skin 
bag), full of palm wine, wasbrought iiu' l>y /aidoevc]-) 
morning, he ha\ing susj)ended it belo^v• an orifice 
made near the top of the tree cacli preceding ('\ eriing. 
Before sunrise he again ascended tlie ‘free*, and 
taking the bag down, conveyed it beneath his robe, 
with a deal of caution, to mv hul. His religion 
(Islamisni) rendered this ])roceeding illegal, and lie 
wished to enhance tlie favour by the great appear- 
ance of difficulty in procuring it; but a circum- 
stance that liap])ened one day ])roved to me that 
there were other wine-drinkers besides itiysclf in 
the camp. I Avas busy wiating, uheii, all at once;, 

1 heard loud sounds of merriment raised at no 
great distance from my Imt, and removed om; of' 
the side boxes, so that, Avithout ex])osing myself to 
the sun, I could sec all that Avas going on. A poor 
felloAv, evidently too ti])sy to Avalk, Avas standing 
stark naked, with his hands ti(‘d behind his back 
by a long cord, the other end of Avhich Avas fastened 
to a larg(,’ stoiK' ; Avhilst tAVo or thre(‘ liien kept dis- 
charging skins of Avater OAcr him, timf all the boys 
of the camp, in great glee, Avcr<,' busy supplying 
from the neighbouring pools, raising a loud shout 
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of laughter as each skinful seemed to rouse the 
drunken man for a moment, who staggered along, 
pulling after him the large stone, until he had 
completed the circuit of the camp, when he was 
allowed to lie down in quiet, and, covered with 
mats piled high above him, was left to ^eco^■er from 
his debauch. 

Palm wine is a very thin, light liquor, tasting like 
excellent ginger-beer, and, like it, eft‘er\ escing every 
time the bag which contains it is opened. I always 
could dridk three or four ])ints a-day, and Ohmed 
Mahomed would frequently st('al into my lint, and 
help me in finisliiiig my large leathern bottle, which 
a skin bag may certainly be called. 

One afternoon 1 more attentively observed a very 
active game, in Avhich the Dankalli appear to take 
great delight. It is phiyed with a hard, elastic ball, 
and seemed to require more bodily ('xertion than our 
game iit cricket. The plavd's div.'^st themselves 
of their tobes and kni\es. si'curing their fotah 
around the body by simply tucking the ends under 
a fold of the upper edge. One of them then takes 
the ball, which he strikes against the ground, and 
after two or three preliminary bounds with it high 
into the air, he tries to catch it as it tails on the 
back of his band, then rolling it into his palm, he 
strikes it with force a sc cond time on to the ground, 
and again tries to catch it while falling from flic 
rebound. At this moment the other players rush 
towards the ball, and attempt to keep it bounding 
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Up and down at a short distance from the ground, 
by hitting it with their open hands thick and fast. 
It certainly appears astonishing when some one 
more dexterous than the others does manage, after 
many trials, to bring the ball into such a position 
that admits of his being able to catch it on the 
back of his hand, to run clear of the players, fol- 
lowed fast by tlu'in, strike the ball fairly on the 
ground., catch it as it rises, and, witli •<; trium])hant 
shout, throw it tov.ards tlie ])arty most distant from 
him. The new possessor of tlie ball* now en- 
deavours. ])efore the rest can reach him. to go 
through the same re(piired move's, and send tlie 
ball back in the direction from wliicli he received 
it. good deal of laughing, shouting, and 
wrestling accompaiiii's this boisterous game, and 
sometiiiK's heavy falls are given, in endeavouring 
to trip u]> the controller of the ball’s move'iuents 
before lie can cifect his desired ohjed of bearing it 
away and performing the I'cquisite ceremonial. 

There is sometliing in this game that deserves 
attention, it being of a charactei' so unusual among 
the people of \ ery hot countric's. I believe it to be 
peculiar to the Dankalli tribes, neither the Arabs, 
nor the Galla, nor the Abvssinians, their verv near 
neighbours, knowing anything about it, and never, 
as far as I could observe, indulging in such ener- 
getic exercise. The only parallel case of a similar 
systematic exertion employed for recreation among 
the inhabitants of a warm country, is the amuse- 
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tiient of cricketing among the English residents in 
India, where that game is kept u]) witli great 
spirit, and will most likely he a favourite game with 
their half-caste descendants. Ultimately it may 
become naturalized, like, I think, this Dankalli 
game has been in the country of Adal. 
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Staying at Allulee. — Anmsenients. — More famols join our Kalilah. — 
Introduced to a ncAV-oiuncr, Oliuicd Medina, — Journey to Gur- 
guddee, time marching one inmr and a lialf, direction S, W. — ■ 
Halt for the night. — Murder of a slave. — March to Ivhrahtii, 
time occupied, seven hours. — ( lencral dirc'cfion, south. — l^roceod 
to Saggadarah, time marching three hours. — General direction, 
south-west. 

As I had not seen mv nude for some da vs, on the 
fourth morninof of in\ sta\' at Allidee, 1 sent Alice 
to bring her up to iiiy (piarters ; 1 found tliut she 
was bleeding ])rofusely at tlie tj|outli, ttnd on ex- 
amination, discovered five or six large leeches 
adhering to the under snrfiice of the tongue, .ft 
was a job to detach thcjii, so difficult was it to 
retain the slimv, blood-distended monsters in the 
grasp, and so tenaciotisly they clung to theii' prey. 
Allet' pulled, Zaido tried, and tlien Ebin Izaak 
affirmed he knew how to effect their nmioval, but 
still tlic‘ leeches were of a different opinion, and 
held on proof against all efforts to dislodge 
them, until I brought to bear the results of my 
professional education, and by the secret application 
of a little salt, overcame all objection, and the 



A LITTLE SURPRISE. 


U9 


''lecclies dropt out one after the other, as if mes- 
merized by my touch. My Dankalli friends stared, 
as well they might, at this striking illustration of 
knowledge being power, espociaUy as the modus 
opemndi was a mystery they could not fathom, and 
they took themselves and the mule off, with an 
idea that T must be a mighty magicum, like Moses 
of old, and that my knowledge must indeed be, as 
they expressed it, “as extensive as the sea.” 

T expcri(Miced a little surprise myself in the 
evening *of tlu' same day. when the camels were 
brought into camp for tlu' night, 'fhcse animals 
are dri\ ('n out e\ »'rv dav. in charge of one or two 
individuals, to hronse, principally on the green 
leaves and large clusters of (‘urling pods of the 
mimosa-trees, n hich abound in this neighbourhood. 
A little hefor<‘ sunset, tlnhr owners and tlie slaves 
proceed in all directions to bring them in, and 
although sonu'times a circuit of at h'ast eighteen 
miles has been cleared of what littk' vegetation it 
boasts of, yet it is v('it .S('ldom a eann'l is (u er lost, 
unless actually driven away by some rohhi'r lurking 
on the outskirts of their feeding-ground. On this 
evening, two or three' nu'n drove the nunn'rous 
herds of camels bc'fore them, and came into camp 
ori one side of a low hill, whilst on the other the 
remainder of the men who had assisted in colh'ct- 
ing tliem came in a body, exacth like the ^luditu 
tile preeeiling day. .\t a short distance before 
them, pirouetting in a succession of bounding 
leaps, his body bent towards the gioiiiid. whilst the 
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knees were being continually brought up nearly to^ 
his chill, the man whom I had seen punished the day 
before for being drunk led them on. All chanted a 
low, moaning song, and came pressing hard against 
each other's shoulders, with their shields advanced, 
presenting a very compact front. Having reached 
the camp, and paraded ])ast my hut in this manner, 
their song ceast'd, the caiiering buffoon snsjiended 
his dance, and the party dispersed to assist in 
securing tlic camels for the night, and whose 
number had been grc'atly increased bt arrivals 
during the day. 

In tlie course of tlic last night, avc remained 
at Allulee. twenty-eight more camels joined us 
with salt, and nearly as many nu'n ; for besides 
the dri\Grs. two extensi^o sla\(' merchants, had 
hniried from Tajourah after us with five or six 
attendants and a muh'. 'I'he principal of this 
party. Oh mod ^ledina. was a fine tall athh'tic man. 
about forty years of age, wi(h a mild and very 
pleasing expression of countenaiuu. ll(' was con- 
sidered to be the I’iclu'st shne merchant of the 
southern Dankalli tribes : and. in (In' opinion of 
his countrymen, witli whom h(' was a great favou- 
rite. was, besides, a very courageous and siua'cssful 
warrior. ln.<=tead of assuming the pool’ garb, and 
pretending great ])overty, as did Ohnied Mahomed, 
and tlie other chief jieojih' of the Kalilah, he 
affected a very superior style of dress, wore an Indian 
find}' wove cheek fotah. a ver}' large tobe, and a 
splendid dagger, the sheath of which wiis more 
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"than one half of it overlaid with thin plates of 
silver. He evidently cared- very little for the re- 
ported character of the Bedouins, as regarded their 
rapacity, and felt ipiite equal to a cont(;st with 
them on any disputed (piestiou tluit might arise. 
He attended very strictly to his religious duties, but 
was far from being a bigot, excepting in always 
expecting the coffee to ])e first liaiided to him on 
occasions of drinking it with nu', and as I was 
indebted to his jn'csem e for that real eiijoYment of 
travclliui^. wliicli can only arise* from a conscious- 
ness of security. 1 was very \\ illing to make evc'ii 
greater concessions, tlian in tliis sinqtle act. to 
secure his fiiendshi]) and good-will. As with him 
no treachery coidd bt* siispected. T hayc* tVecpicntlY, 
without any otlu’i' companion, trayersed for hours 
the saudy plains, or stoiK'-coycn'd fiat-toppc'd 
ndges tl'iat constitutt* almost the Avhole country 
between Tajourab and tin* llawash. He Avas par- 
ticularly (piick in com])r(*hending my id('as. clothed 
as they avc'h* in very bad .\rabic. and as avc soon 
got accustomed to a sliort Aocabularv of the most 
useful words, and resorted to fiimiliar coniparison.s, 
Avhen AA'c Avislied to couAcy al)struse ideas, avc talked 
aAvay for hours together ; he amusing me by the 
simplicity (»1 s('Aeral of his rt'i narks respecting 
huropi'an })olitics and customs ; and 1 giving him 
long accounts of oiir Avars, our commerce, and our 
I’cligion. Ilis ('xtensiAc knowledg(' of the Avhole 
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country of Adal and of Abyssinia, I found very 
useful, and he was over ready to give me accounts 
of the places he know, of the roads, of the halting- 
grounds, and of the trade. He would sometimes 
dwell with considerable interest upon the great 
wealth tliat formerly cliaracterized the commerce of 
Abyssinia, and indulgc'd in hopes that he should 
live to sec it restored again, now that the English 
had come into the country. He admitted that the 
Danknlli tribes tliemselves, by their violence had 
depopulated and destroyed the once ('xtchsive and 
powerful kingdom of Adnl. 

Ohmed Medina had visited llombay and Aden, 
and liad the most exalted ideas of our wealth, and 
the political power of Ihigland ; be often declaim 
his admiration of our laws and customs, and said 
that he should come and live in one of , our 
“ belladee ’’ or towns, and Ijecome an Islam Fe- 
ringce. 

(iarahmeo saw that his supremacy in the 
Kafilah was now impossible, and with liis usual 
tact, sunk into an obsequious follou’cr, wliere lie 
could not dictate as an arrogant chief. For m}' 
own part, I now felt easy, and secure from the fate 
which 1 f('lt convinced 1 should have met with had 
not Ohmed Medina joined our Kafilah ; as it was, 
had I b('('n travcdling in a well-ordiTcd country, my 
personal safety could not have been better assured, 
and many a pleasant hour’s sleep have 1 (mjoyed 
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after a long day’s jouri^y, confident in his watchful 
care, for he always ordered his servants to build his 
shade of mats, and salt hags, hut a few yards from 
the entrance of my own hut. 

I was first introduced to Ohmed Medina, during 
the march on the morning of the tenth of April, 
when we again resumed our journc'y. ^\c travelled 
not more than three miles hom our last halting- 
lilhce, amongst little denuded hills of a reddish 
poi’phyritic stone before Ave came to an open plain 
of no \el*y great dimensions. Passing but of the 
gorge of a small stream running through hanks 
Ayhich wer(i cov('red with tamarisj^s, and mimosa 
shtubs ; we came suddenly upon a large shallow 
lake of fresh watc'r, which preventc'd us from con- 
tinuing th(' march for that da}'. \V(‘ accordingly 

returned to tlie little wood-enhosomed plain called 
Glirguddee, and wliicli appeared to be a favourite 
hurial-plac(‘ for tlie tribes in the neighbourhood. 
Among a A'ast number of otliers, two large kairus, 
or h(‘aps of stones, wen' ])ointed out to me. as 
being tlie tombs of tiio great chiefs, oiu' of uliicli, 
hoAvever, appe<ar('d to command no respect ; or, in 
fact, only ('xciti'd a contrary fi'eling. several stom's 
being cast upon it in contempt. legend con- 
nected with it, ri'inirnh'd me forcibly of the tale of 
Mynha and her firther. The other was the tomb 
of a Sheik, celehrati'd for his piety, and was strewed 
over by palm branclu's, and the decayed foliage of 
other trees. Many of the Kafilah men, amongst 
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wliom I noticed Ohmed ||Jedina, added each a 
tribute of green leaves, and I'epeated a short 
prayer near to it. 

A Kafilah of donkeys laden with salt, going to 
Owssa, came up with us this day, and although the 
marshy lake bc^fore us se('ni('d to lie direct in their 
way, they would not halt, but taking a long circuit 
around its border, went on their Avay, thus avoided 
any chance of eollision with any individuals of oiir 
party, which ap])('ars is always to be expected on 
occasions of two Katilabs coming togethei^, and the 
greatest caution marks tin' conduct of people Avho 
thus happ('n to^nu'ct. This cautious suspicion of 
iatcntion is also the sole caus(' of tlu' grc'at polite- 
ness, w'hich, itcaunot b<'lpb('ing observ('d, marks all 
their intercourse witli each otlier. One of the last 
traits I should have ('\'pect(’d (o find amongst a 
people so lawless, and otherwise so savage in their 
manners and customs. 

We rested lu're the whole da\'. Zaido having 
been sent back to the last lialting-jdace. on some 
errand, b}^ Obnied Mahomed, ix-turned in a \ery 
short time running at the top of his speed, with, 
out spear or shield, and panting with excitement 
and f('ar, as he came in. All our peo})le turned {)ut 
from under the trees with their usual impetuous 
rush to seize spears and shields. ( )hnu‘d M('dina, 
Garahmee, and some few others, as they got 
armed. WTiit with me in the direction of the ])ur- 
suing party a, ho rame in sight on a distant heiglil, 
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but on seeing our approach they retreated very 
quickly behind the hill again. After a short 
search, we returned into camp, without the 
arms thrown away by Zaido in his flight, and 
which we could not find. AMk'u (piiet had been 
again established, and 1 avus sitting in my hut, I 
could not help laughing at Zaido's grimaces, as he 
endeaA'oured to ti'll me the j('opard}' he had been 
itir concluding his relation with a patlietic aj)pcal 

m 

to my f('('lings, wisliiiig to kiioAv what indeed the 
“ Ahkec'ifi " (myself) would have done had he 
been killed, and trusting that 1 would supply hini 
with a new shiehl and spear, in return for his great 
attention and cart' of me. 

This aceid(‘nt was* the topio of conversation all 
day, and in eoiiMMim'ucf' of it a gr('at zekar was 
held in the evi'iiiiig. similar to those 1 had seen per- 
formed in Tajourah. and which was kept up until 
the middh' of tin- night. All their praying, how- 
ever, had no ('fti'ct in w ithholding the arm of the 
Rssjissin, for that w'ry night, shortly after all parties 
had retii'i'd to their mats, the (hwonas .sleeping 
perliaps more soundly from their ('xertions. the 
whole cam]) wano' suddenly awakened hy a loud 
shri(‘k. f)llowed hy a siuhh'u hurst of clamouring 
voiet's. and a confused rush to tivms. during which 
s('V(‘ral stumbled o\('r my hut in their hurry. 
Dhmed Mediim was shouting, “ .\hkeem. ah- 
keem.” Zaido w'as pushing to get into my hut as 
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I was trying to get out, and if his voice had not told 
me who it uas that was thus intruding, it would 
have been rather a dangerous retreat for him. I got 
out at last, and made the best of my way, for it was 
a very darlc night, in the direction that the voices 
seemed to b(‘, and I soon met Ohnicd Mahomed, 
who took me to the plac(' of slaugliter ; but I was 
of no service, tlu* man was (piite (h'ad, and no 
of mine coidd close again tlie deep e;:is]i in his thr^, 
that had terminated so suddenly Ids existence. He 
Avas the slave of oiu' of tlie camel-ownefs, and it 
was supposed lead been murd('re(l by one of the 
Muditu, wlio had crept unobserved among the 
camels, and liad thus ixoenged the recent murder 
of one of their tribe that had occurred in Tajourah. 

April Will. — 'I'lu' catastroplie of last night, and 
the evident hostility of the tribe we were among, 
induced Ohmt'd Maliomed, d('spit(' tlu' bad state of 
the road, to liasten on nnotlier day's journey to 
reach a country inhabited by tin’ I)ebenc(' tribe, the 
cliief of n hom, Lohitu, a brav«' and giannous war- 
rior, was a great friend of OJimed Medina. 

It was a very long march of nearly seven hours, 
for we had to go round tlu' shallow, muddy, but 
exteTisive Lake of (iurguddcc, whicli occupied a 
portion of a vast plain, lying lu'aily north and south, 
as far as the eye could reach either wav. It was 
bounded east and west, by long low ridges of loose 
lava cindf'i’s, at the distance of almut fiv<’ niihs 
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from eacli other. In a direction nearly due north- 
’\i**iest, I was shown the liigh hills across which I was 
told one road to Owssa passed. 

Having doubled tin; southcni extremity of the 
lake,, or marsh, more jnopc'rly speaking, we passed 
across a level plain of the hiiest marl, in which 
scarcely a stone the size of a pea could be seen, and 
traversed in every 4irection by little narrow cracks, 
wliicli told of the yei’y rec('nt evaporation of a still 
greatca* extent of n ater than tliat which had pre- 
sented an* ol>stacl(‘ to our direct progress, rjion 
this ])lain I saw for tlie first time those vast herds of 
antelo])(s, whi(;li 1 had all along look('d forward to, 
as likely to afford me the exciting sport that has 
rec('ntly tcMuptcd so many adventurous Nimrods to 
follow up ‘'War's dim image ' in the wilds of South- 
ern Africa. In oin* herd 1 saw on the plain of 
(iurguddee, there were at least from four to live 
hundred antelopes; but they were so alarmed at 
the appearance and noise of the canuds and ])eople, 
that it was impossible to get within shot of them, 
so after two or three nnsuccessful attempts. I 
resolved to husband my ])owei's lor the fatigues of 
the long walk that Ohmed .Medina was anxious 
I should umh'rstand lay before nu'. 

We wer(‘ seven hours n'achiug our halting-place, 
the latter two hours of the march, having been 
along tin; shady bottom of the dry bed of a stream 
that souu'times flowed into the plain we had just 
crossed. Here were some large mimosa trees, under 
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the shade of wliich I was glad to sit and rest myself, 
towards the latter end of tlie journey, and await tlffe 
coming up of the camels, which the pedestrian 
party I was witli liad left far behind. Whilst 
sitting here, one of th(‘ Ily Soumaulee brought me 
as a refreshment, a handful of the young green 
pods of one species of the mimosa tree, which tasted 
not unlike' tlie shell of tlie common pea, and after 
a long abstinence from fresh vegetable food,. I 
enjoyed this singular kind of salad ve'ry well. 

Six fine antelo[)es, ])art of a lai'ge lierd that was 
I'lowsing among tlu' buslies now approaclied within 
fifty yards of us, and as soon as I ol)sei‘ved them, 
Without saying a word, or scarcels stirring from my 
position, 1 took up my carbiiu', and fired at one as 
she had just jmt lier feet against tlie trunk of a low 
tree to reach, like a goal, tlie leave's and teneier 
extremitie's eif the brane-hes. She fe’ll, ejf cemrse, 
for the ball had broken her backbeme; and Adam 
Burrah springing up, rushed like a hound ujjon 
her, and cut he'r throat in the most orthoelox manner, 
with his dagge’i*. as he' re'pe‘at(‘el the' usual grace* 
after the scrupulously piou-s (iarahmee*, wiio liael 
also run to his assistance. 

My mule coming U[) with tlie came'ls, the de*ael 
game was lashed acreiss the sadelle, after due exami- 
nation by my Dankalli frie'iids of the effect of gun- 
shot, as exhibited in the w ound, and w ho shook their 
heads with sundry emjihatic grunts, as if the idea 
kept recurring to their minds of the possibility of a 
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like thing occurring to them, at the same time 
balancing the open hand horizontally, giving the 
outer edges of it an undulatory movement, a mode 
of expressing surprise, very common among this 
people. 

Khrabtu, the name of th(‘ ])la(;e wlien* we halted, 
was an open space, where tlirc'e dry watercourses 
met, surrounded b.y high ciumbling cliffs of a dark- 
coloured lava rock. A little pool of dirty water, 
at some distance Crom the camp, was the only 
represent?ltiv(‘ of the streams which, during ilic 
rains, flow through this ravine into the plain 
had just crossed. Around us wen* largo mimosa 
trees, tin' lowc'r branches of which were hung nith 
the decaying and rottc'ii remains of the uprov)ted 
palm and otlu'r trees and shrul)s which had been 
brought down, and tlius entaugleih by the floods of 
the previous Yi*ar. In what 1 should [ux'sunue during 
the time of tin' inundations, wen' small islands, 
young doom ])alms made a thick jungle with their 
large, strong foliage, and after the camels wen' un- 
loaded, it appeared a great object Avith the drivers 
to collect large bundles of the green leaves, and 
during the lest of the day all wen' occupied in 
removing tlu' strong midrib of each long lobe, the 
strips being preserved, as the material with which 
they sewed up the holes and worn-out corners 
of the salt-bags, that wen^ beginning to be some- 
what th<^ worse for the journey. TVie lly Sou- 
maulee, who had no mats, or palm-leaf bags to 
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repair, devoted themselves to the much more 
agreeable employment of skinning the antelope and 
preparing it for the cooking-pot, but not without 
indulging in some portion of the meat raw. Adam 
Biirrah, for his share, took the bones of the back, 
and was now busy endeavouring to separate them 
. by bending the whole witli botli hands against the 
upright sole of his foot, as, sitting upon the ground, 
he almost laid himself upon his 1)a(*k, by the force 
of his exertions, turning and twisting the inany- 
jointed bones about, in a peculiarly determined 
manner, to have it broken into as many portions as 
he could. Alice' and Moosa divided the raw kid- 
neys between them, nhich they etit up on the 
spot, whilst Garahmei'. in ])ossession of a very great 
delicacy, sucked the almost liejuid marrow from the 
shank bones ; tor this purpose ha\ iiig smashc'd them, 
one after the' othei', bet\M'en tAvo large stones. 

In a short time Zaido brought his largo wooden 
bowl, in u hich wore heavy lumps of flesh, very hot, 
and but half boiled. On his approach, all hands 
forgot their eniplo} ineiits to pounce upon tin.' 
cooked meat, and 1 saw that if 1 did not make a 
push there was little chance of my getting any; 
so forcing myself between the scrambling parties, 
I seized hold of the first portion I could put my 
hand on and bore away the greater part of the haunch, 
and upon this, occasionally daubing my tongue 
with a piece of dirty rough stilt I always carried in 
my ammunidon-bag, I managed to make as hearty 
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and as savage a meal as any of the rest. I could 
not help noticing the attention paid to new comers 
wlio were too late for the scramble at the contents 
of the bowl. Some of their more successful com- 
panions, would strip off a jiiece from the bone Avith 
their tectli, and throw it at them, not at all in 
the gentle manner tliat wc might have expected, a * 
kindness like that to have been ])erf()rined. 

Zaido managed to put l)y oni' wliole leg, and to 
conceal it, had pushed it under the mats of the roof 
of my hut, close to my In'ad ; for a joke 1 took it 
down inside, and divided it. Avithoiithis knowledge, 
among some hungry lledouins, much to his indig- 
nant surprise', when he afh'rwards diseovere'd his 
loss, for lie unhesitatingly attril)uted the abstraction 
of the meat, to tlie tliie'vish jeropensity of his 
countrymen, an uuha])py failing lie on more than 
one occasion had reason to lament. 

Our Katilah had now assumed the character of 
one united family, no diiisions. no continual 
calahms, that h;ul characteri/ed our progress before 
the arrival of Ohnu'd Medina, who took his place 
as Comptroller-Oi'iieral. and all of us submitted 
without a murmur to Ids command. As for 
myse'lf, I felt perli'ctly easy, for the same deference 
the vest of tin' Kahlah paid to Ohined Medina, was 
reflected u])on me by the respect and attention 
which he alwavs showed, and which had a corre- 
spending effect upon all the rest. 'Hiis night par- 
ticidarly, I noticed the great change in the bearing 

voi,. I, M 
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of my Hy Soumaulee escort towards me, who, 
instead of coming Avith a stealthy sneaking pace-, as 
they had frequently done before, to observe Avhat 
arrangements of defence I had made for the night, 
now came boldly, but very civilly, one after the 
other, to the entrance of my retreat, and “ negas- 
seed” me almost to sleep. The usual salutation of 
the evening being a long repetition of the word 
“ signifying, I concluded, as much as 

our good night.” 

April \2th. — l.eft Krabtu at sunrise, and three 
hours after, we reached the halting-place of Sagga- 
darah, situated in the wide bed of a small stream 
called KoiTe('. Its banks wc're composed of low 
hills of difh'rent coloured, irregularly stratified rock, 
that if not volcanic, had hecn gix'atlv altered from 
their original charac ter of deposited formations, by 
the agency of fire. I'he whole valley abounded 
Avith vegetation ; Avide-s])i-('ading sweetly-scented 
mimosas, and clumps of luxuriantly growing doom- 
palm, made travelling beneath their shade delight- 
fully agreeable. An immense number of a small 
kind of doA’e, Avith the slightest tinge of red, 
scarcelv blush, blended Avith their usual silvei v 
grey plumage, kept darting from bush to bush, as 
Ave disturbed them aneAv, every few yards avc 
advanced, Avhilst the little antelope of Salt, and a 
large kind of partridge, Averc not un frequently seen 
running beneath the thin underAvood. Hanging 
nests of fresh green grass, were suspended like 
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immense bell-shaped blossoms, from the upper 
boughs of the mimosa trees, tmd the evident care of 
the passing Bedouins to prevent their shouldered 
spears from injuring them, told of some innocent 
superstition, still keeping alive gentle feelings, 
amidst aU the rudeness of their savage untutored 
nurture. 

Ohmed Medina, on one occasion, when 1 was 
desirous of looking at the contents of one of these 
nests, cautiously pulled down by its firthest 
extremity* a branch to which one was attached, 
without disturbing the position of a single blade of 
its building materials. I then lookt'd through its 
little "aperture on oiu' side, but found, however, 
neither eggs nor young, wdiicli was t<j be accounted 
for by its recent construction. 

As w'as giMierally tlie case, the watering-place 
was some little distance from the; spot where we 
had encamped. AVater, certainly, abounded in our 
immediate neighbourliood, but it was so impreg- 
nated witli coppc'i’, tliat it w'as known to the Dan- 
kalli to be “ poison water, ” and two or three 
instances of its deleterious effects were related to 
me, and firinking it wms one of the causes to w hich 
T heard attributed the death of tlic Feringee (Kiel- 
nieyer) at Killaloo. 

In the black coarse sand of tin? dry bed of the 
streairb J found several spc'cimens of the spiral shell, 
whi^h. 1 had observed, as ebar-aeterizing the stratum 
of e-halk, in the neighbourhood of the 13ahr Assal. 

M 2 
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I accompanied a party going to the sweet water- 
place with the camels, where I bathed, and also 
picked up several living specimens of another 
singular, but very small shell, the mouth of which 
opened to the left of its cell. The pool in which I 
found them was situated at some little distance from 
the camp, and among hard close-grained rocks of a 
reddish brown (;oloui% very different in external 
appearance, from thos(' in the neighbourliood of our 
encampment, which were of a bright green colour, 
containing evidently a consideraiile per centage of 
the mineral, n itli wliich the water in tlu'ir neigh- 
bourhood was impn^guated. 

Eitlier the hulf-cook(*d venison of yesterday, or 
the water in this place disagr('(*ing with me, all the 
afternoon of this day I was very ill, and as I felt 
no better after bathing, I sent foi* Ohmed Medina, 
to consult witli him how we should manage, if I 
were too ill to proceed on the morrow. Adam 
Burrah, wEo accompanied him, however, undertook 
to doctor me, and, creeping into my hut, with a 
handful of fresh cow-dung, would make me hold it 
under my nose, all the time he was pinching up the 
whole of the scalp from tlie back of the he 
beginning very scieutilieally at the 
neck, and managed, by pressing it foi 
pinching it up from all sides, to bring,’^ 
a good large fold of it over my forehead. ^ 
then included in a portion of his tobe, and^ 
his teeth to assist him in its compres8io%4 
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he would not have desisted, until he had bitten 
the piece out altogether. ' I submitted to this 
operation, because, in the first place, Ohmed 
Medina affirmed it to be the best remedy I could 
possibly have to relieve the headache, and in the 
next, I was determined to sec some little of the 
native practice of physic, and this was too good 
an opportunity to let escape. The cow-dung, 
which was very aftcctionately l)roken into small 
pieces, agreeably to tlieir ideas of my delicate 
educatioTi, I very soon dispensed with, assuring 
them, after a snifi or two, it had liad a wonderfully 
beneficial effect, and tliut I had no doubt, after my 
scalp was well kneaded again by Adam Burrah, I 
should be quite recoven'd. Idiis was not actually the 
case ; but as 1 took some of my owm medicine, and 
omitted my usual supper, by the next morning I 
was fully restored to health, and as I ga^e all 
credit, and a fee of four buttons, to Adam Burrah, 
I established his medical character for ever after, 
among his admiring countrymen. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Journey from Saggndarah. — Reach Bellad Hy, time marching, 
four hours, general direction S.S.W. — Halt for the night. — 
Journey to Ramndalee, time marching, seven hours, general 
direction S.S.W. — Halt at Ramudaloc t<» receive? the visit of 
Lohitu, chief of the Del)encc trilje. '• 


April XWi . — One hour before sunrise, I andOhmed 
Medina, attended by the Hy Soumatdee, preceded 
the Kafilah. Adam Biirrtdi being too ill to accom- 
pany us, having, as it was asserted, contracted my 

illness of the preceding night by his endeavours to 

• 

relieve me, I left him mv mule to ride. We con- 
tinned our journey between low Hat-topped ridges 
of the same enprous rock as during yesterday, till 
we opened upon a little plain, with green sloping 
banks on all sides, and ovidentlv the head of the 
small stream which, during tlie rains, ran along the 
road we had come, and was called Bahr S^gadat 
or the Saggadarah untcr. It was over^ 
large and tall mimosa trees, and p, 
like tree, with a thic k trunl^l 
branches of which reminde|^i^KflBi£Rli^iy oi 
the emu-tree of Xcw 

From thie wooded bottom, 1^ 
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ascend a gentle acclivity by a narrow road, which 
soon altered in character, -from that along which 
we had been travelling for the two hours previously. 
Numerous stones of very unequal size had to be 
stumbled over, and when we had gained the summit 
a dreary prospect lay before us ; a widely-extended 
country, or table land, covered with large loose 
blocks, of a black scoreaccous lava. 1 took a last 
fond look of the narrow, but beautiful valley we 
had just emerged from, and whicli I now found was 
a little gi^cn oasis in tlu' midst of a wilderness of 
stones, dliere was no help for it, so with a long 
hop, as 1 recov ered myself from a severe blow I gave 
my foot against a largo stone, when with averted 
face I was still looking towards the valley, I com- 
menced following my companions. I soon came up 
to them, and found our new position was called 
Bellad Hy, the country of My, from whence I 
imagine the Ily Soumaulee derive their name, 
although it forms at present no portion of their 
domains, being part of tlie country of the 
J)ebenet>, wlio claim all the land from Gurguddee 
to the valley of Gobard, a few days’ journey in 
advance. * 

I noticed on the plain of Hy, many tombs of 
the circular kind, like Biose I saw of the Soiimaulee 
at Berberah, with the usual (mtrance to the south, 
and the line of the grave in the centre, placed 
exactly due east and west. These tombs were so 
numerous that for the last few days of our journey- 
ing, I had nd occasion to refer to my compass to 



168 


SABIA^' . GRAVES. 


take the bearings of our progress, as I determined 
it always by the position of the graves, which I 
could do with much greater deliberation and cor- 
rectness than by the hasty, stealthy look at a vibrat- 
ing needle, agitated by my movements as I walked 
along. These graves the Dankalli refer to a period 
antecedent to their occu])atiou of the country, when 
the Kafirs, as the)' call the previous possessors, had 
no knowledge of the Koran, and jdaced the head 
of the corpse, Avlieii they l)uried it. in the direction 
of the rising sun, and not towards the *Ka;iba at 
Mecca, The fact ^vas. that these gi’aves w('r<’ tliose 
of Sabian Affalis. the common ancestors both of the 
Souniaulec and tiie Danhaili. and wlio, as tlie 
Av;dites of the aiuhaits. occiipi('d the whoh' of tlie 
eastern horn of Africa. The introduction of tlu' 
^lahomedan faitli has efli'cted tin' sc'paration of the 
two people in modern tinie.^, and now many of the 
professors of Islaniism an* asiiameil to own their 
Pagan ancestors. 

In about two liours, W(‘ passed the deserted village 
seen by tlie veiy >vorthy Missionaries, Messieurs 
Isenberg and lvra[)f; and I could not resist laughing 
in my lu'art, at tlm idea suggested by a comj)arison 
of tlie ruined stojie kraals, so designated, tliat 
pointed out an occasional station of the lledonins, 
during the ruins in this now' hcrbless wilderness, 
with the idea suggested by tlie beautifully told tale, 
bearing the same title, and beginning — 

“ Sweet Auburn ! lovcliret village of the plain ! ” 

We proceeded with a skating-like step,verj' fatiguing 
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to tlie Icnees, from stone to stone, for several miles, 
a few tufts of dry wirelike grass offering but a 
poor excuse for vegetation. Snakes, however, 
found here sustenance, and a coarse-looking tuher- 
culated lizard, sunned itself upon the hot black 
stones, and being nearly of the same colour, its 
sudden dart to a hole beneath, only made the 
traveller aware of its presence. Deep fissures, not 
seen until we were close to them, traversed the 
plain in directions nearly north-('ast and south-west, 
and sometimes long low ridges of erupted rock, 
appeared just al)ov(' the otherwise level surface. 

AVherc we halted wf'ie a few stunted mimosa 
trees, low and dry, scarcely to be distinguished from 
the characteristic grass of tliis district, and pro- 
mising but a very scanty rc'past, to the one hundred 
and thirty or one hundred and forty camels belonging 
to our Kafilah : and worse than this, not a drop of 
water was to b(‘ found in the neighbourhood. 
It was, in fact, anotluT deserti'd village.” consist- 
ing only of the remains of little stone enclosures, 
about three feet in diameter, covered on the top 
with bushes, when' it is usual, for the Bedouin 
sheplu'i’ds, to si'cure for the night, the young of their 
flocks from the depredations of wild beasts. Here 
was also a large circular Avail, of loose stones, about 
four feet high, in which tlu: older herds Avere kept. 

One of these enclosures, we found large enough 
to form my house for the day, and my carpet Avas 
laid oA'er the open top as a roof, Avhilst mats Avere 
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spread upon the ground. The stores of the Kafilah 
were piled around ; and at a little distance, in long 
pyramidal ridges, raised upon a broad row of stones, 
the bags of salt were heaped up, sometliiiig in the 
same way that cannon-balls are built into heaps in 
a battery, 

A])ril \Ath . — We left the halting ground of 
Hy one hour before sunrise, and, much to my 
gratification, suddenly exchanged the rough stony 
plain for the dry sandy bed of an occasional wide 
stream. Here, again, were abundance of* the rush 
willow as I ternicd it. though not heloiiging at all 
to the genus salix, and also some mimosa trees ; but 
I did not observe', that the doom palm was present, 
nor did I see this tree again during my journey. 
We did not Jong continue on this h'vel and agree- 
able road, but ascended a low acclivity covered 
with large round volcank* stoiu's, apparently de- 
tached from the heights ahene. After a short 
walk of about half-an-hour over this jutting head- 
land, as it ])roved to be, wc* again descended into 
the bed of the same stix-arn, for by having taken 
this direction, we had cut off an extensive curve in 
its course*. The dry channel of the stream no'iv 
•^videned conside'rably, in some places extending in 
a long avenue, between two banks fringed with the 
rush willow and mimosa trees ; whilst in others it 
would suddenly contract, encroached upon by the 
huge masses of detached rocks, which seemed con- 
tinually to be hilling from the edge of the lava 
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plain of Hy; it would then, when the soft and 
yielding allmial soil of the plain of Ramudalee on 
the other side admitted, again expand into wide 
reaches of a fine white sand. Where its straight 
course was most apparent, I took care to illustrate 
to Ohmed Medina the condition of our roads in 
England, to wliich, in some places it bore an exact 
resemblance ; and growing out of this conversa- 
tion, a long discussion took place between us upon 
wheel carriages. The description of the Queen's 
state coa(?h was a drenm of gold to him, and 
upon this, and its ])iol)able worth in dollars, he 
emplo}ed himself thinking for the rest of the 
day. 

Our pedestrian party i)reced(‘d the camels a 
long distance, generally consisting of Ohmed 
Medina, (farahmee, and the other Ily Soumaulee, 
myself, and a v ariable lot of the camel owners, who 
would now" sit down and stay, or at otlier times run 
forward to join us, as the rugged or level character 
of the road decided the necessity of more or less 
attention to their camels, and to tlu' security of 
their loads. The march was a long one in a south- 
west direction, and it was very evident that the 
plain of Hy 'vas the separation bt'tw'c'en the waters 
liowing to the east into the muddy lake of Gur- 
guddee, and those which directed their course, 
through the valley of Gobard, to the large terminal 
lake of the Ilawash, called Abhibhad. We halted 
several times, to rest ourselves, under the shade of 
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some convenient trees, and at one place we sat 
until tlie camels came up. Here we found a wel- 
come spring of pure water, that was absorbed again 
by the sand, almost immediately after its escape 
from tlie little circles of stones, tbrougli which it 
bubbled. It was embosomed in a grove of sweetly 
smelling mimosa trees, tliat grew very luxuriantly, 
favoured by tlie constant moisture of the soil. We 
all drank heartily (►! the clear su eet water, and 
reclined upon patches of a line velv('t-likc grass, 
that beneath tli(> tallest and more solitarv trees 
spread a beautiful green carp('t for our repose. 

Whilst thus enj('ying our rest, two women 
and a girl appeanul at the opposite' ('xtremity of 
the valley, diivim'- a few goats before them ; their 
empty watej-skins were lixed upon the loins, and 
each carried a small cu]). made of a dried gourd- 
shell, with w hich they lift tlie water from the spring 
into the skins. Their dog was with them, a kind 
of long-h'gged harrier of a ri'd and white colour, 
which saluted us after the usual canine fashion, and 
received a shower of stones in return. The wonu'ii 
did not s('em to be disturbed by our appeaiance, 
but caim* and saluted all present (myself exci'jited) 
in their ])eculiar manner. 1 now' learnt, much to 
my surprise, that one of them was tin; mother of 
Omah Suis, who instead of being one of the lly 
Soumaulec tribe, with whom I had previously 
classed him, was a Dcbenec', and son of Abucarl, 
the last cliief of that tnbe, and w^ould, should he 
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outlive liohitu, the present possessor of the honours, 
succeed to the dignity, as the same rule of d(;scent 
was observed among tlicm as at Tajourah, the title 
of Sheik, or superior, being alternately possessed by 
the heads of two sub-divisions of the tribe. 

This dowager lad}' of Abuearl, was a fat and 
rather handsomely made woman, about forty years 
of ag(‘, at whicli period the Dankulli women gene- 
rally look very hagga i'd. She wore t]u‘ usual dress, 
a skin petticoat, with a sliort fringe made of 
thongs attaclied to the lower ('dge, and fastened 
round her waist by a piec(‘ of common palm-leaf 
rope. Tpon her neck she bore a ver) large neck- 
lace of small s])iral shells, of a dark l)iue colour, 
with a continuons Avhitc line winding around, and 
interspersed with these, w('r(‘ large red beads of 
some coloured resinous composition, manufactured 
on the shores of tin' Red Sea, and brought from 
thence by merchants travelling into the interior. 
Hanging before lu'r t'ars. were larg(' triangularly 
formed appendages four or ti\e inches hnig, the 
base depending below being, at i('ast, three inches, 
'fheso wen' made of thick brass \\ire, and from 
them were suspended, scueral largo pieces of 
pewter. At first, I considered them to be the very 
extreme of barbarous ear-rings, but on looking more 
closely, I found they were not attached to the car 
at all, but suspended from the top of the head, and 
secured from falling forwaids, by narrow fillets of 
greasy rag tied behind. A square piece of blue 
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cotton cloth folded into a triangular shape, and 
soaking with ghee (the liquid butter of the 
country) was worn as a head dress, and protection 
from tlie sun. I should observe, that her hair was 
plaited into innumerable small strings, similar to 
the style of hair-dressing adopted by tlie women of 
Gurahgee, and the slave-girls at Tajourah. 1 am 
not quite sure, but T tliink tlic hair is also dressed 
in this manner by the Soiimaulee and Galla 
females. 

Her older friend wore a correspondhig dress 
and ornaments, but the girl liad oii]\' the skin 
petticoat, and held in her hand a ])air of old 
Sandies, made very simply of a single strip of 
ox-skin fitted to the shape of the sole of the foot 
with lappels on ('arh side, to which wert' attached 
the thongs which fastenc-d them iqxm her feet. 

During our convei'sation with the new comers, 
the camels, with Omah Suis, caim; up; and his 
mother without any difference of manner, as I 
could perceive, performed the usual salutation, h} 
pressing the separate fingers of his hand succes- 
sively, as she had done to the least known indi- 
vidual of the group, and In.' seemed to 1)C no moic 
affected by her presence, than if she had been a 
stranger. 

In about an hour afterwards, came to our 
halting-place upon tlie gravelly plain of Uamu- 
dalee, two or three miles beyond the bed of the 
stream, and where it was determined that we 
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should stay some few days to await the arrival of 
Lohitu, in whose territories and near whose kraal 
we then were. The chief was absent endeavouring 
to assemble tlie braves of the several Bankalli 
tribes, against the Issah Soumaulee, who had been 
making some inroads into the country ; and 
besides stealing some of his own camels had 
murdered one of his relations. 

^Mieii I had taken jwssession of my hut, 
Omah Suis brouglit up liis juollx'r, and told me 
who she »was; and witli more affection than I 
had given liim (ax'dit for, remarked that if I 
thought he was my friend, I was to make my 
acknowledgments to lier. iS’ow Omah Suis was 
a very great favourite or mine, for his willingness 
to assist, on all occasions, Zaido and Allee in looking 
after my mule and building my hut; besides 
which, as he scarcx'ly ever b(‘gged for anything, but 
bore himself rigid royally, 1 suppose by virtue of 
his birth, I had determined in my own mind, to 
give him a good present at parting. Having in 
one of my boxes a much handsomer necklace than 
that which his mother had on. I instructed Allee, 
who w^as our interpreter, to tell her to come for it, 
when, under eovm' of night, I could take it unseen 
by the other natives fVoni the box. In tlic mean 
time, 1 gave her a fresh cover of blue cotton cloth 
for her head, and a few needles, with which she 
departed very w'ell ph'ased. 

Towards evening she came again for the pro- 
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mised necklace, bringing with her a large skin full 
of delicious clotted cream, which she intimated by 
significant signs, I must put out of sight, or some 
one would be sure to come and steal it ; and also, 
that in the morning, Avhen the sun rose, she would 
come again for the bag. I took her advice about 
hiding it, and what I did not put out of sight, in 
the readiest manner, by drinking there and then, 
was laid under the* head of the mat behind me ; 
and, during the night, I managed to finish it 
entirely. ** 
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Staying at Ramudaleo. — Iliniyah and his inatchloek. — Chase of 
a hyaena. — Visitors from the Dobonee tribe. — Guinea-fowl 
shooting. — Ahkcem shooting. — Arriyal of Lohitu, Chief of the 
Debcnee.-»-Ai:ril 17th, leave Ranuidalee for the valley of 
Gohard, general direction S.W., time oceiijiied on the journey 
six hoii»'.s. 


April \bth. — T'liert* was some rain a few hours 
before sunrise, and however grateful it might be to 
thirsty nature in this seorclied-up country, I felt 
very uncomfortaldi? myself, for it came soaking 
through my carpet-roof, and I awokt' in a state of 
wretchedness that no physical misfortune, except 
actual bodily injury, could have occasioned ; but 
lying in a heavy rain u])on the bart' earth, or, what 
is worse, upon wet palm-leaves, (for my mats con- 
sisted of nothing else.) was but miserable accom- 
modation for an invalid traveller. 

The sun rising, liow(>ver, put a stop to the 
descent of the rain, and by nine o’clock tlie camp 
was all comfortably dry again, so rapidly, in tliis 
country, is the water (‘ither absorbed by the arid 
soil or evaporated by the sun. 

Ohmed Medina, and a sporting character who 
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had been a close attendant upon me during our 
journey, but of whom I have not had occasion to 
speak before, now came to invite me to take a walk 
around the neighbourhood of our camp, for in the 
valley below, and, in fact, on all sides, we could see 
considerable numlxu’s of deer, which promised no 
little sport. The individual I now introduce to the 
reader was nanu'd llimyali, and was a tall, ugly, 
middle-aged nnui, the wvy p('rson whom 1 par- 
ticularized in ’lajoiirah as Ix'iug the possessor of 
the only matchlock, previous to Mr, C'ruttenden 
presenting one to the Sultaun's brother. Izaak. 
This inorning 1 found that lu' had brought his 
clumsy ])iece with him : it had escaped my observation 
before, from its looking so veiy little like a gun, as il 
was canTully wra])t up in a lot of rags, and lashed 
behind a hea]) of salt on oik' of llimyah’s camels. 
Its stock consisted of one long ]hece of Avood, of 
equal dimensions tlirough its whole extent, from 
the muzzle to the back ot‘ the pan of the lock, 
where a slight Ixmd terminated in a semi-lunar 
butt-end, sometliing in the form of half a Dutch 
cheese, its round surface being adapted to tlic 
hollow cT tin" shoulder. The barrel was near!} six 
feet long, and the metal loops for receiving ilu; non- 
rod being brola*n oft', this necessary appendage was 
obligcjcl to be carried in the barrel, secured within 
the muzzle by a tightly-titting piece of wood. 

I Avus very glad to haA'e the opportunity ol 
seeing the country, which had become remarkably 
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changed in its character, since crossing the bed of 
the stream we travelled down yesterday, and which 
was a natural division, very well marked, between 
the wild volcanic des('rt to th(^ east and south, and 
the extensive undulating plain of gravcllj' soil to 
the west, which was thickly covered with high 
tufts of a strong, coarse grass, and afforded 
plenty of food for the camels. It ^^as, in fact, 
the great inducement for our Indt at this jdace, 
although attributed by tlie j)olitie Ohmed ^lahomed, 
to a desm' on liis ])art not to offend Lohitu, by 
passing any further tlirough his dominions without 
a conference. 

iMimosa-tnx's also abounded here, and their 
bright green delicate foliage, wlieii growing closely 
together, nnuk* some better watered parts of the 
countrv look as if cover'd witVi extensive meadows. 
Herds of some hundreds of a sjiecics of antelope, 
called “ wydiddoo could be observed in one 
direction, feeding on the c'dges of tlu’sc' woods, 
whilst on the other side, the less but more elegant 
“ symbilla ” was raising itself almost into the trees, to 
reach the tufts of curled seed-pods, that form its 
favourite food. I'hcsc ]>ods were also being 
gatht'red in considerable (puuitities by the camel- 
men, Avho placed tlu in eaia'fidly in their body- 
cloths, or tobes, and intended them as a honne 
bouche, for any camel de^nned not altogether 
in such condition, as its owner could wish. 
They were always a dose at bed-time, being 
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given the last thing, after the camels had been 
driven home, and had lain down for the night. 

Ohmed McKlina, Zaido, and Alice, with their spears 
and shields, acompanied Himyah and myself with 
our guns, anrl we juocecded down the face of the 
declivity, from our camp to the edge of the winding 
watercourse in front. Here, on tlie stiff clay of 
the not yet (juite dried up })ools wiiich resulted 
from this morning's rain, wc found tlie large foot- 
prints of a liya'iia, that had been prowling round 
the camp, and we immediately set about' following 
the traces, in the hopes of meeting a nobler obj(H-t 
of attack, than tin' h'arful ;uid provokingh shy 
antelope. These foot-marks took us in the direction 
of the lava-plain of lly. and we soon found, that 
the extreme dithciilty of recovt'ring scvend times 
the broken trail, and the little chaiicc' avc could 
have, in the country h(‘ seenuMl to have retired to, 
of coming upon his retreat Ixdort' he discoveretl 
our approach, offered no suflicient inducement f»r 
us to continue the cha^e. 

Ohmed Medina had just come to a stand, and 
was making tlu' proposal for ns to return, when 
Zaido and Alice, simultaneously pointed in tli(' 
direction of one of the immerous kairns, that mark 
the gra\es of the Dankalli, There we saw the 
object of our ])ursuit on the look-out, and 
apparently watching our movements, Jiis griz/ly 
head and high shoulders, protruding beyond the 
cover afforded hy a large kairn, at the distance of 
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at least four times the range of my short carbine, 
'fo circumvent him, l)y some means or other, how- 
ever, was our deterinination, so Ohmed ^Medina 
directed us all to squat doAvn on our heels, as in the 
usual manner for a calahm, I having intimated to 
him, the impossibility of my killing the beast so far 
off, by shaking my head, and ))ointing to the length 
of my gun, and then to the great distance inter- 
vening. By good fortune, the lijaaia seemed as 
determined as oursel\('s, fo see the affair properly 
over, and*k(‘])t his (wes fixed u|)on us all the time, 
as if we had bec'u sitting in tb<^ diia'ction he wished 
to go, and w;is waiting for us to retire. 

After a few words amongst oursc'lves, llimyah 
got out of the little circle, and first moving off 
towards the ('amp, until Avell out of sight of the 
hvama, lu' nuuh' a sudden turn to the right, 
and stealing among tin' dt'taclied portions of 
rock, which aboundt'd along the ('(ig*'" of the plain, 
he, in a short tinu', made his a])])earanc(' again 
far ill th(' rt'ar of the animal, who was still sitting, 
like ourselves, on its haunches, and not in the least 
aware of the dangerous proximity of the ugly 
Dankalli, with his still more ugly matchlock. All at 
once we saw llimyah drop bi'liind a large stone, 
that quite screc'iied him bom our observation, 
during the long time lu' was taking his aim, hut 
which, it seems, afforded him a most advantageous 
rest for the tong barrel of bis piece. Aft(T some 
minutes of suspense, a little puff of smoke from the 
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pan of his large lock, told that at length the death 
of oiir victim was determined. We were, how- 
ever, disappointed, for no report followed, and 
again we liad to wait for the long operation, of 
pricking and priming the toiich-hole afresh, and we 
certainly began to think that before Ilimyah could 
get ready, the hyirna would be off. But he was a 
doomed beast, and his senses had left him ; so at 
last bang went tlie match-lock, knocking Himyah 
into sight one Avav bv tlie recoil, and on the other, 
the hymna over and over into tin' opeli ground, 
where Zaido and Alice, racing to be first, soon 
terminated his struggles ^vit]l tlieir spears. Ilimyah 
was dilightcd with the success of his shot. Ohmed 
IMedina thought tlie old matehloek was a “ tihebe 
bandook ” (a cn])ital gun), viiilst Zaido and Alice 
were beckoning a ciowd of Iledouins and Kafilah 
men, who liarl heard the rc'port, and were now 
hastening in a long line, to witness the grand feat 
in the sporting annals of tlu'ir country, the honour 
of whicli Ijclonged entirely to tliem, through 
Himyah's crc'ditahle firing, and who was saluted 
accordingly by several as an ‘‘ Engrecs got-tam, ” 
(English soldier.)^ 

* Uiifortunatolv, th»! v(-ry hlnsphcnioxis ojaculation, so froquontly 
used tiy our soldirrs in fhoir convoj’sations, has become tluir 
cognopien in the Hast, and is the only word which the Dankalli 
employ to designate them. I well recollect that when Dhmed 
Mahomed was telling iiu^ about the murder at (iunguutur, on my 
asking him how many were killed, he replied “ Two got-tam,” (the 
two soldiers) “and one radgpoot,” this being the Portuguese cook. 
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After Himyah had been duly congratulated and 
praised on all sides, I began to examine a severe 
wound on bis face, which bad been cut by the butt 
end of his matchlock in the recoil ; and it was well 
that the cheek-bone, was in his case unusually high 
and prominent, or he would certainly have seriously 
damaged his eye, or perhaps knocked it out 
altogether. A piece of my frock, which I tore off 
for the occasion, and a little sliaking of my powder- 
flask over the wound, set all to I’ights again, and 
having jA’escnted him with nearly tnelve charges of 
powder, as a reward for liis di’xterity, 1 made him 
both comfortable and hap])y. under tlie circum- 
stances, and we procec'ded afresh in search of game. 

"M'c de.scended into the bed of the stream which 
we kept along but a very short time before we came 
upon a numerous covey of fine guinea-fowl, walking 
before us at a rapid rate. 1 should suppose there 
were nearly fifty or sixty of them, and whether it 
was tliat numbers gave confidence, or that they 
were unsus])icious, from never liar iiig been molested 
before, after having g()t (.)ut of our diiect couise, 
they seemed to think, that was quite as much as was 
expected or wanted, and began peeking away on 
the banks on cither side again, with as much care- 
less ease, as if they had been so many barn-door 
fo^vls. I soon drew the charge of one of my 
barrels, and substituted some shot for the bulh't 
with which it was loaded ; for having anticipated 
meeting rvith only large animals, I had prepared 
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accordingly. Leading the group of my attendant 
friends, I crept to the trees which fringed the 
borders of the watercourse, and surprised myself 
exceedingly by finding, as I cautiously looked up, 
that I was not more than ten or fifteen yards from 
several dozen of the guinea-fowl, who only walked 
on a little farther when they saw me. 

It was a sad case of misplaced confidence ; for upon 
the strength of their great tameness, T took the op- 
portunity of adding a few of tin' fine small pebbles, 
which abounded wlierc 1 stood, to the t barge of 
shot, and on firing tiiis mixture among them, eight 
or nine of these fine birds fidl fluttering together. 
As one or two, which wen* but sliglitly wounded, 
succeeded in getting away, I sprang forward to 
pick up the rest, a task in which 1 was assisted by 
Zaido. Alice, and Ilimyali, who, with their long knives 
unsheathed, seemed as if rusliing to an attack upon 
the Muditu. or Issuh Soumau]('e. 1 soon found tliat 
all this hurry, was to secure the performance of tlic 
rites of religion o^ cr tlie dying l)irds ; each being 
taken up, the head turned towards Mecca, and tlie 
throat cut, whilst the usual short })rayer of 1.1’ 
Allah, or Allah Aclibah, was hurriedly pronounced. 

One, and only one, was voted too late to receive 
the last consolations of religion, although 1 am 
sure, that mon; than one half of tin' others were 
quite dead, bcfbie this attention could be paid to 
them. To this one, o\'er which no rite was per- 
formed, I volunteered to give a Christian burial 
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with rice, &c., in my cooking pot. As I thus got 
as much as 1 wanted in return for my sliot, whilst 
the other birds Avcnt to my Islam ath'ndaiits, the 
division was hailed with universal approbation, 
and Avas folloAA’ed by a general consent to return to 
camp, bearing our game in triumph slung upon a 
spear, and carried on the shoulders of Iavo men. 
This AA'as tlu^ best coniN(' tliat could he adopted, for 
AA'hat Avith th<' rej)ort of tlie guns, and the noisy 
talking croAvd of Ik'douins a\]io had iioaa' colh'cted, 
then' Avas*n()t mucli likelihood tliat avc should have 
another chance of adding to our bag, as ('Acrytliing 
in the shape of an ant{'lo]K' liad taken alarm and 

trotted awav to a distance, fartlier than Ohmed 

*) ' 

^ledina deenned it prudent for us to follow. 

In the aft(Tnoou sc'Aawal men of the Debenee 
tribe canu' into cam]). Tlu'y Aven' very friendly, 
and accordingly A i'ry troublesome, pest('ring me for 
the remainder ot‘ the day. for small presents of 
needlc.s, papcT, and buttons. Tobacco Avas a con- 
tinual demand of theirs, and the only method I 
could take to get rid of tluan Avas by referring them 
to Ohmed Mahomed. Avho undertook, at my request, 
to divide two large skin-bags of this luxury amongst 
tlu'in. Women also brought milk in largo quan- 
tities, Avhich they offei 'd for tin' most trifling things. 
A square bit of paper, .scarcely four inches in extent, 
would purchase at least a gallon of the richest and 
sAveetest milk, and Alice, Zaido, and myself so 
satisfied ourselves with it, as to be enabled to pve- 
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sent the guinea-fowls, intended for our dinner in 
the evening, to others less fortunate than ourselves. 
As my particular one had been boiled in the same 
cooking pot with the rest, and the bit of stick that 
had been placed upon it as a mark, being lost, I 
thought, of course, that all must go to the dogs ; 
but silence upon the subject was the order of the day, 
nothing being said about it by us, and no questions 
asked by the others, so the birds, both the Christian 
and Islam, W('re gladly received and vspeedily 
devoured, by our hungry and unscrupulous friends, 
The next moming 1 proposed liunting again, and 
the same party as yc'stt'rday start('d. but as we could 
get no o])])or(unily of a]>proacliing the judelopos 
near enough for a sliot, llinnali, of wliose dexterity 
as a marksman I had liud lionourabh' evidence the 
day before, tried tliis morning his skill upon me, 
but fortunatelv. liaving no rest liu’ his matchlock, 
the ball went soiiu' few inches over mv head. The 
circumstances that occasioned this were most sin- 
gular and accidental, llefore us was a herd of 
about twenty A\' 3 diddo() antelopes; their white 
faces, yellow sides, and black .sti'aight horns, just 
visible ov(’r the tall grass, among which tiny W(TC 
feeding. It was to outtlank these, and take them 

on Avhichever side they should dart when they 

%■ • 

discovered us. that directed the ])lan of our 
approach. AVe both stoojMil low' upon the ground, 
and crept cautiously along so as to be lost entirely 
to .sight among the gra.s.s. In this tiresome manner 
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we proceeded for about a quarter of an hour, both 
diverging nearly in a right line from each other, 
the rest of our party all this time sitting close to 
the ground, in the place where we started from. 
We moved in opposite directions, until we had 
placed a distance of at least half a mile between us, 
before we began to bend again towards the sides of 
the herd, and jis 1 had to get within eighty yards 
of them, before I could fire with any hope of suc- 
cess, whilst llimyah’s long matchlock would carry 
pointblaifli at least two hundi-cd yards, he arrived 
at a point favourable lor a shot, long before 1 did. 
My ydlow Arab dress was exactly the colour of the 
deer, and tlie short barrel of my carbine projecting 
over my head, !is I carried it conveniently upon my 
shoulder, made no bad repK'seutation of a horn, 
especially wlu'ii seen in ])rotilc, and in fact 1 in- 
tended taking ad\nntage. of all tlu'se favourable 
circumstances, to aid me in my approach on our 
timid game. Just as my lieart was beating thick, 
with the hopes and exjiectancy of a successful shot, 
ami I had begun actually to laugh in my sleeve, at 
the simplicity of tin' deceiv'd animals, all at once I 
was astonished by the sharp phit of a ball, as it 
passed close to my head, followed by a report, that 
for a moment seemed to paralyze the startled deer, 
but which, before 1 • mid recover from my own sur- 
prise, placed a long distance between me and them. 
The astonishment of llimyah may be supposed 
when he saw' me bound to my feet. His first idea 
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was to seek for shelter among the higli grass, either 
to cover himself from the expected shot in return, or 
to hide himself altogether from my sight. Seeing 
me, liowever, turning from him and look towards 
the deer, to see if any chance of obtaining a shot 
still existed, he mad(‘ off directly to Ohmed Medina, 
to whom he was relating all the particulars when 1 
came up. M ith apparent fear, tliat for tln^ future I 
should mistrust his intentions towards me, ho im- 
mediately took my hand hetweem his. and protested 
in an emphatic manner, that it had l)e('n rtie decep- 
tion of my ap])enranc(‘, Avliicli had S(» extraordinarily 
misled him. in this attempt to ])roeur(' some venison. 
T readily excused him ; but aib'r tliis adventure it 
Avas determined that we siiould n'turn to camp, as 
in our limited sporting ground, there* was no hope 
of obtaining tliat day, such unother cliance as the 
one we had just lost: au<l besid(‘s. the sun was 
getting so exceediiigly powt'viid, tliat we* were all 
glad to escape ti’om its Inirning rays. 

Omah Sui>, in ri'turn t<)r tin* jnesents T had 
made his mother, brought me seve'ral pounds of tine 
Owssa dates, which aehh'dnot a little to the sa\ouri- 
ncss of my rice puddings, for 1 had begun to lioil 
my usual mess with milk instead of water, adding 
not a litth* to /aide’s knowledge of cooking, which 
had wonderfully increased sinci* his association with 
me, he Iia\ing learnt to curry a guinea-fiwl, and to 
make sougi*e-gruel ulinost as well as myself. 

On the occasions of previous journeys, In' often 
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remarked, he had eaten nothing the whole way, but 
wheat boiled in watei-, and broken dried bread of 
the jowaree flour. 1 am afraid lie was rendered 
unhappy for the rest of his lift' ; for after his 
acquaintance witli me, and the diet I had accus- 
tomed him to, he never could, I shoidd think, relisli 
again the simple fan* of his countrymen. The 
jowaree bread, for exam])l(', was a crumbly dust, 
of a bright red colour, very sour to the taste. I 
have eaten man\ handfuls of it on emei’gencics, cer- 
tainly, bu\ it wa^ only because I could get nothing 
else. '[’he boiled wheat was another of their 
messes ; this, with rich cl()tt('d cream, was not !?o 
unpalatabh', althougli in) piuldings of dates, rice, 
and milk, were allowed to be gri'ath' sujierior, and 
a volunteer dinner party, wivf' always ready to 
flnish th(‘ contents of a large' cooking-]>ot, which, 
for th(' sake' of popularity, I used to direct Zaido to 
prepare ewi'i') day. 

On the second evening of our sta)' at Ramiidalee, 
after I had turned in, Zaido disturlu'd me to report 
the arrival of Lohitii, who had conu; into camp 
with thre'c or four attendants, and who ve'ry shortly 
afterwards made his a])pearance with Ohnied 
Medina and ( Mimed Mahoim'd, and sat talking till 

'tv 

near midnight at the entrance of luy hut. .V bowl of 
rice was pi-epared fir Jiem by Zaido. who called me 
up again to hmd them my only spoon, w hieli w as useil 
alternately, one after the otlu'r taking it, and having 
conveyed a large quantity of rice into his mouth, 
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gave it to his neighbour in the politest manner 
possible. After this social repast, rolling them- 
selves in their tobes, they lay down upon mats, 
which Zaido had placed for that purpose, and con- 
tinued their conversation until long after I was 
asleep. I noticed that there was more real respect 
paid to this chief tluin to all tlie others ^ve met 
with on the road; and as Lohitu had a very great 
character for generosity of disposition, and was 
also acknowledg('d to b(' tlu' bravest man of his 
tribe. I tliink that tin' attrition paid to lum by the 
heads of our Karilah, and wlucli was ^erv marked, 
was from sincc.MX' feelings of regard, and not from 
any fear of his pow('r to injure ns. 

April \lth . — AMiilst tlie eann'ls were being 
loaded this morning. Lohitu was busily engaged 
canvassing all my liy Soumaulee fiLmds, to engage 
them on an expedition against the issah Soumaulee, 
and Garalimee, Moosa. and Adam Burrah. consented, 
after their I’cturn from Shoa, to accompany him. 
Omah Suis came in high gh'c, to announce the 
fact of their adliesion to tlie cause of the Delx'iiee 
having been obtained, and whiili he was at gn'at 
pains to make me umh'rstand. was entirely owing to 
the overpowering eloipieiH-e of lii.s chief, lie came, 
also, to bid me farewell, as lie said he should not 
see me again, until I returned t<3 his country, where 
he assured .Vlh'c, who was, as usual, our interpreter, 
I might always come with perfect security. AVhen 
he went away, I put into his hand two dollars, as 
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his proportion of the sum, I had agreed to give my 
escort to accompany me to Shoa. As he received 
them with many thanks, nor even attempted to 
make a claim beyond them, as 1 expected he 
would, I could not let liini go, without bestowing 
upon him the rc'maining three dollars, exacting a 
promise that he would not say a word about the 
extraordinary gift to any one, for 1 could not expect 
to meet another moderate man among the generally 
greedy and rapacious lledouins, and who, had they 
known it,* would luuer Inwc resK'd until they had 
received the sanu' amount, llis ])rcscnt of the 
dates, Avas Avorth the thna' additional dollars 1 gave 
him, for although their real value was not, ])erhaps, 
the third of tlu' sum, the feeling that prompted 
him, to make a long day’s journey, to ])rocure them 
for me, Avas so giati lying, and so unexpectedly met 
Avith in an A dal sa\age. that I should not liaA’e felt 
satisfied Avith inysidf, if ] had not returned his 
kindness in some way or other. 

We marched for five hours, sometimes AA^est- 
soutli-Avest, hut more fiaaiiiently south-Avest, OA'er 
the extensive umlulating plain of Abiheosoph, con- 
tinuous with the plain of Ramudalce, and of the 
same geological character, a shingly kind of 
gravel, formed of small angular fragments of every 
kind of volcanic rovk. As avc approached the 
hank of a stream, covered with mimosa and other 
trees, I noticed, that this gravelly formation had 
been denuded, into numerous small hills of uniform 
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height, by the occasionally running waters which fed 
the stream. Another remarkable feature, was the 
protruded ridges of a few feet high of black cellular 
lava, and which extended in directions generally duo 
nortli and south. A coarse kind of grass, in high 
and large tufts, covered tliis plain, and numerous 
ant-hills raised their to})s sonn' feet higher than any 
of tlie Katilah men. It was not unusual for one of 
thc.se to be mad(' a kind of look-out. Pcrclied 
upon the summit, some curious Bedouin, scjuatting 
upon his heels, would })ei'r above' his shieh^ looking, 
a.s I thought, sonu'thiiig like a hrniize Blemmve's 
upon a conical pede'stal. On the road, we ])assed the 
carcase of a recently dece'ased ox. which had hilleii 
up to his shoulders, through the trail roof of earth, 
that covered the den of a wild boar, and in that 
miserable situation, unable to extricate himself, 
must the animal have' hung suspe'neh'd until de'ad. 

From Ahiheosoph we eiescended. by a gentle 
dcclivit}', through a gre>\e of the* most jmwci'fully- 
scented mimosa-trees, from wlnese liigh branches, 
depended the^ large' drop-like- nests, so characteristic 
of the African eiasis. During our progress, we 
flushed, from among the^ reeots of long dry grass, 
several large cove'vs of the' esarth-coloureid .small 
desert partridge;; anel vast hereh of antelopes, di s- 
turbed by emr a[)})re)ach, cante'ied gently away 
among the thin trunks eif the trees, and then 
halting, turmal round to take a long inquisitive 
gaze at the intruders. 


m 
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We soon reached the stream of Gobard, which was 
flowing nearly due west into the Lake Abhibhad. 
AVhere we crossed over, it was not more than two 
feet deep and thirty feet wide, and to ford it I 
merely took off my boots, and turned my trowsers 
up above my knees. We then marched another 
hour, upon the b('autiful gi-een sward of this Adal 
Eden, walking nearly all the way, und(*r large 
natural parasols of high mimosa-trees, some dis- 
tance intervening betw^een the trunks of each, 
yet their Aidely-spreading tops, encroaching upon 
each other on e^•ery side, formed one continued 
grove. 

Our halting-plac‘e was under the farther bank 

of the valley of tlu' Gobard, a steep, stony, 

water-worn ridg(‘, called San-karl, at the distant 

extremity of which, towards the east, a singular 

pyramidal monument liad been in view nearly 

the whole dav. I was verv w(dl content to lie 
% % 

down, by the side of liohitu and Oliined ^ledina, 
immediately w"(’ arn\ed, I >>as so tired b}" my 
long march of six hours, haAing walked at least 
twelve miles, tlie lattt'r part under a burning 
sun. In this situation I soon fell asleep, and did 
not wmke until .some time after my hut was 
erected. Ginned Medina, then retiring himself, 
shook me by the shoulder, and recommended me 
not to continue longer under the trees, beneath 
the shade of which we had been resting ourselves. 
He also promised to come to my hut, and have a 
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long talk with me about the llaAvash, and told me 
to get out some paper, as he would write a map of 
the country for my information. .Vs he spoke, he 
directed my attention to tlie tx'rmiuation of the 
valley to the west, and concluded by saying, 
“ Beyond tliose trees the river ends." 
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Conversation with Ohmed Medina respecting the course of the 
river Hawasli.' — Description of that river. — Its termination in 
Lake Abhihhad. — The various waterslieds of the basin of the 
llawash. — Comparison of present route with that of previous 
travellers. * 

When Ohmed Medina did come, he prepared to 
.stop the whole day, directed Zaido to boil some 
coffee, placed his spear upright against the boxes of 
my hut, and wheeled his shield very gently up 
towards the farthi'r end of iny retreat, asking me 
at the same time to suspend it from the roof by the 
little wooden hook that was attached to a leathern 
thong for this purpose. He then unbuckled his 
sword-belt, and after handing it to me also to take 
care of, he stooped on to his hands and knees, and 
crept well under the shade. I prodiu'ed my pencil 
and paper, and wc soon entered into a long conver- 
sation upon the Hawash, in which we were joined 
by a young man belonging to Owssa, named Oh- 
medu, who had come iiito my hut out of curiosity, 
but learning what we were about, volunteered some 
information respecting his native place. The map 
projected between these two was an excellent one, 

0 2 
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an imbodied transcript of the clear idea, which both 
had of the gcograpliy of the country we were in. 
No confusion or contradiction, but a straightforward 
delineation, tliat carried conviction of its truth by 
its plain and consistent simplicity. 

A curved lino, like a long /, was first drawn in a 
general direction of nortli and south, the curves at 
each extremity inclining respectively to the east 
and west, the former where it partially enciiied 
Owssa, the latter where, as Olimed Medina said, in 
our comparative’ manne’r of talking. “ it s'lirrounde’d 
Shoa. like a swordbelt round the waist.” The 
descending ami ascending portions of tlie Owssa 
cur\e were joined by a straight line, marking the 
situation of an artificial canal which connected tlu’se 
two portions of the* ri\ er. anti including within their 
limits an isolated tract of countrv of some extent, 
wdiich re])resented Owssa. and which, for the fii^t 
time, 1 now understood to be a large tlistrict ratin')' 
than a town, as 1 had always prt'vionsly consideri'd 
it to be, in eoimnon with other travellers. Ohnied 
Medina now diew seven successive parallel lines, 
all flowing from the west, which 1 was given to 
understand represented the principal tiihutarv 
streams, as far as the northern limits of the 
kingdom of fSlioa, for bi'yond, or towards the soutli, 
he professed to knoAv nothing, except tlie general 
fact of the river encircling .Shoa in that direction. 

To these seven streams, which Ohraed Medina 
drew upon his sketch map, Ohmedn added a small 
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one, flowing directly from the north, in a line with 
the descending portion of the river after it has 
formed the nortliern boundary of Owssa. This 
was called Gussisson, and on the east, near its 
entrance into the Ilawash, a small cross was placed 
by my informant, to n^present tlui house of his 
uncle, the Snltaun, as he styled him, of Owssa. 

The next stre.im to this flowed from the west, 
and was called the iMellee. It was succeeded by 
aiiotlier still more to the soutl), calh’d Tahinhlac ; 
to this foMowed the Douliei', tlien tlie Burkanah, 
the fifth in order was the Jalirali, the sixth the 
Ahsu, and tlu* seventh the llowdee. All these 
streams floAv from the west, a particularity pointed 
out to me by Ohmed Aledina. ami which was a fact 
exactly o])])osite, to tliat wliich 1 had ex]»ected to 
find, led by tlu' r('])res('ntations of Mr. ]M‘(^ueen, 
in his ‘‘ Survey of Africa,” published in 1840. 

Ohmed iNIediua and Oliinedu had crossc'd every 
stream they named, either in tlieir journeys from 
Owssa to Gondah, oi’ from tin* tbrmer ])lace to 
Sho;i. One road h-ads to both tliese place's as far 
as the Hawash, but from the ford situated between 
Avhere tin* Douhee and tlu' Burkanah streams 
enter that river, Kafilalis dive'rgi', some going 
towards the north, to Gondah, and others 
towards the south, to Shoa. This has occasioned 
the general name, Abisha, usually applied in the 
same w’ay in which >ve say, Abyssinia,, to he modi- 
fied by the Dankalli, into Abisha Gondah, and 
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Abisha Shoa, for the purpose of more definitely 
•particularizing whichever portion of the table-land 
around the sources of the river Abi or Bruce’s- 
Nile, they may allude to in conversation. 

During the whole conversation so far, our actual 
situation at the time, with respect to the termination 
of the Hawash, had never been alluded to. Ohmed 
Medina, supposing that I had understood him fully 
when he said, “ Over those trees the river ends,” 
had pot thouglit it necessary to repeat the remark, 
but finished his map by making three 'lakes, one 
larger and two smaller ones, into which the line 
representing the river Ilaw'ash, was led as to its 
termination. As T wrote the names dowm from 
their dictation, I was waiting to receive that of the 
largest lake, Abhibhad, when a eareh'ss movement 
of the hand over the shoulder, made by Ohmedu 
as his companion pronounced the word, intimated 
that the lake was in our«immediate neighbourhood, 
and on making the inquiry, I found that it was not 
one hour’s journey from wdien* we then were, and 
that during our morning’s march, before w^e de- 
scended into the wallcy of thi? Gobard, we had 
been even much nearer to it. This was a discovery ; 
especially as I had not h(?ard of any account having 
been sent either to England or to India by previous 
travellers, whilst I knew that at Aden considerable 
desire was felt to receive some information respect- 
ing the largp city, as it was then supposed to be, of 
Owssa, and the termination of the river Hawash. 
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My desire to visit the very shores of the lake, the 
waters of which were concealed by the foliage of 
a dense forest of mimosa-trees, was, therefore, 
increased by tliis opportunity of being able to add 
a new fact to our geographical knowledge. 

I had but eighty dollars remaining, of the one 
hundred allowed me by the (Tovernment, for the 
expenses of the Katilah on the road, and as I had 
not performed one third of the journey, I could 
with prudence, offer only the sum of twenty-five 
dollars, to/ Lohitu and Ohined Medina for an escort, 
to traverse the short distance intervening between 
the camp and the lake. The latter certainly 
exerted himscdf to procure volunteers among the 
Debenee who visited us, but after their chief had 
refused, not one would undertake even the othce of 
guide ; for I insisted that I would go alone, if a 
guard could not be procured, ^lany of the Ta- 
jourah people now came around me, intreating me 
not to attempt such a thing, as my deatli would be 
th(‘ certain consecpumce, and that ever after 
“ their faces would be blackcau’d with the com- 
mander in Aden,” meaning Captain Haines, so 
that in the end I uas obliged to submit, for 
I saw that I could not ludp myself. It ap- 
pears the tract of rich allu^ ial soil in this 
situation, being well watered by its con- 
tiguity to the lakes, is covered with vegetation 
during the whole year, and is always held by the 
strongest tribe; for sometimes, from the necessity 
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occasioned by long-continued droughts, the tribes 
occupying less favoured spots are compelled, to 
resort liere, where they fight most desperately, 
for the required relief of food and water for 
their cattle. I could, therefore, well under- 
stand, that the ever-verdant shores of these 
lakes, must be one continued scene of contention. 
On the occasion of our visit to their neighbourhood, 
I found that the Galayla Muditu tribe were in 
possession, and at Avar, of course, with every other. 
This rendered the ap])earance of a few individuals 
amongst them particularly unsafe, as they killed 
all such intruders when discovered; and of a 
number quite impossibh', as their approach 
Avould occasion an immediate alarm tliroughout the 
whole country. Under these circumstances it Avas 
deemed our Avisest course to let the sleeping wild 
beast alone, and not rouse an excitemCryt that 
might end in tin? destruction of the Kafilahr 
Every object of science, hoAvever, aa'Rs effected, 
except tlie testing and analysis of theWA'aters of 
the lakes, for the depression Avhich the largest 
occupies in the h'vcl table-land surroimding, Avas 
plainly visible through the Avide gorge cut by the 
entrance of tlie river of Gobard ilito it. Our 
halting-place Avas actually upon a imrtion of the 
bottom, of Avhat 1 considered at some periods of 
the year, to form part of the then flooded lake, the 
soil consisting of a light broAvn friable marl, in 
which Avere embedded vast numbers of a spiral 
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univalve, exactly identical with some I had taken, 
from a thin stratum of a cretaceous earth, lying 
beneath the lava in the narrow strip of land, 
between the sea at Goobat ul Khhrab and the 
Salt Lake. I have the authority of Di*. Hoth, the 
naturalist attached to the Britisli Political Mission, 
that living specimens of this IVesh water shell have 
been found in this neighbourhood ; an interesting 
fact, as it proves that the fossils I collected between 
Goobat ul Khhrab and tin' Salt Lake, and those at 
Gobai’d, are very recent, and that the river liau asli, 
at some former ])criod of the earth’s history, entered 
the sea in tin' Bay of lajourah. 

Besides the Gobard and llawash, no other river 
enters the Aldiibhad Lake, although the extensive 
plain to the south, as far as tln^ hills of Hurrah 
that form tlie water-shed of the river Mliahhce, 
is drained hv a stri'am, the waters of which flow 
close to the western side of tliis lake, tli rough 
Killaloo to the llawash. Phis is only during the 
rains, when this part of A dal is, I should think, 
one extensive morass, in which a cliain of shallow 
lakes, communicating at times with each other, in 
a direction bearing to the nortli and east, forms a 
river called AVaha-ambillee, which Olimed Medina 
said terminated at Killaloo, hut Ohmedu contended 
that it proceeded into the llawash, just before 
that river entered its final lake, Ahhihhad. 

The course of the river of Gobard from the east, 
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marks the descent of the water-shed in that direc- 
tion; to the lower level of the country around these 
lakes. This small river, in length, not more I 
should think than thirty miles, tlows directly from 
the east, and its wide bed constitutes a. convenient 
road to the port of Zc'ihi. In the time of Abys- 
sinian supremacy over all this part of Africa, the 
communication with Gondah and the sea-coast, was 
tlirough the populous and fertile oasis of Owssa, 
along the valh'y of the Gohard to Zeilah ; and 
tradition still jweserves, the memory of' the once 
lucrative commerce, that was carric'd on with the 
then rich proviu(*es tlirougli Avhicli the road lay. 
I u'as frequently told by Ginned Medina, that gold 
and silks were the l)urd(Ti.s of eann'ls in years gone 
bv, instead of tlie salt and bine calico, wliich is the 
only mercliandise, excepting slaves, of Kafilahs at 
the present day. 

The Ilawasli, in its course into Lake Abhibhad, 
bounds the countrs of Owssa on the west, the north, 
and the east, and the circuit is completed, by the 
ascending and descending poifions of the river, 
being connected on the south, by an artificial canal 
called Garandurah ; thus completely surrounding 
Owssa, and coiitrihuting considerably to the prover- 
bial fertility of this Kthioj)ic oasis. The existence 
of this canal, and several subordinate ones for 
the purposes of irrigation, also accounts for the 
representation made in early Portuguese maps, that 
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the Hawash does not reach the sea, but is diverted 
from its course, by numerous canals made by the 
natives. 

Having obtained some idea of the geographical 
bearings of the water-sheds of the Hawash, by 
learning the directions of the various streams which 
flow towards the centre of its peculiar systc'in, the 
lakes in sight of the encampuKnit, 1 endeavoured 
to decide our rclati>'e position ^vith rcgartl to the 
halting-places of previous travellers, as it was only 
by subsccpuait com])arison with their observations, 
more particularly with those of Lieut. Barker and 
Dr. Kirk, nbo surveyc'd the road taken by the 
British Political Mission on its way to 8hoa the 
preceding year, that T could determine the exact 
situation of the lake, for from circumstanc'es, I 
w'as unable to make any meridional observations 
myself. From what I could then learn, the 
enterprising and zealous ag('nts of the Church 
Missionary Society, the Ihn. Messrs. Isenberg 
and Krapf; the French traveller M. Bochet de 
Hericourt, Dr. Beke, and the British Mission, had 
all taken a route, one short day's journey farther to 
the east than min(\ On tin' return from Shoa, of 
Mr. Isenberg, in 1840, that gc'iitlcman may have 
been brought to my halting-place in the Gobard ; 
for in his notes I I lieve is contained the obser- 
vation, that on that occasion he took a road much 
nearer to the lakes than on his previous journey. 
The reverse of this occurred to me w'hen I returned 
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from Slioa last year, and again visited this neigh- 
bourhood ; for the British Mission, wliom I then 
accompanied, retraced its former route, and we 
halted on the very same spot they had done two 
years before. This afforded me the opportunity of 
fixing my comparisons of situation upon positive 
data, ])ut I shall not anticipate the result, as I 
return to tlie subject again in relating the par- 
ticulars of my S('cond visit to this interesting 
locality. 

A long morning liaving been occupied ki •writing, 
discussing, and vic^ving, everything possible relative 
to the situation of Lake Abliibhad, towards 
evening I strolled about in the immediate ])recincts 
of the camp, att('nd<'d by Lohitu and Olimed 
Aiedina, the former having good semse enough 
to think a crumbling bank of the embedded shells 
would interest me, led nu' to a spot ^vhere 1 found 
in gr('at numbers, the spiral univalvi' 1 have before 
alluded to. On our return to the camp, I shot one 
of those small antelope's to which 1 believe the 
Ab}ssinian traveller. Salt, has given Ids name. It 
was not so large as a liare*, but very elegantly 
formed ; the head light and delicate, with promi- 
nent black eyes, and little aniudated straight horns. 
Its colour was a dunnish or iron gre'y, the hair 
rather coarse', I thought, for so small an animal. 
I had not quite killed it, and Lohitu ran up, but 
afraid of injuring his spear by missing his aim, and 
striking only the ground, he kept shaking it in 



DEATH OF AN ANTELOPE. 


205 


mid-air, as if going to dart it at the poor thing, 
every time, that with a broken leap, it attemptc'd to 
escape. Moosa and Adam Burial i, followed by a 
crowd of others, came running up on hearing 
Ohmed Medina shout for the latter, who being a 
very zealous sportsman, I had constituted my head 
forrester on occasions of the (thase. The trhial 
cause for so much stir excited a loud laugh, and 
two or three of tlie boys rushing in soon secured 
the dying animal, o\'('r which a timely “ IT Allah ” 
was said, 'tuid so sanctified it for food. 
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Leave Gobard for Arabdorali. — View of Lake Abbibhad from the 
ridge of San-karl. — General diretJtioji of march south, time 
occupied two and a half hours. — March to Saggagahdah, general 
direction IS.W,, time marching an hour and a half. — Meet 
Kafilah of Mahomed Alice. — Halt for the night. * 


April ISf/t. — We were on our march agjiin by sun- 
rise, Lohitii accompanying the ptirty of the non-inte- 
rcsted in the cart' of tht' camels, and wlio generally 
preceded them half-an-hour. Of this j)arty, Ohmed 
Medina had assumed the It'adership from the first 
day of his having joined, and I took care always to 
accompany liim. e made tt short bend towards 
the soutli, along a narrow water cut channel, dark 
fi’om the trees on every side closing their top.s over 
our heads, and then ascended diagonally the steej), 
loose, stony face of tht' ridgt' of San-karl, forming 
the soutliern hank t)f the valley of Gobartl. 
Having reached tht' top, ].ohitu stopped suddenly 
to inform me that this height was tht' general place 
of assembly for all the tribes of the Dankalli. when 
com])ined in some military t)peration, against the 
Issah Sournaulee to the east, or the Assa-hemerah 
Muditu to the we.<it. We were continuing our journey 
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along the plain on the summit of this ridge, when 
the loud voice of Olmied Mahomed calling after us, 
caused us to stop until he came up. On his near 
approach, hc' turiKjd round, and with his hand 
directed my attention to a division very visibh' in 
the flat country to the north-west, whicli marked 
the course of th(‘ stn'am of th(' ITawash, and tlie 
valley of which, seem('d to b(‘ not more ext(‘nsiv(' 
than that formed by tin' stn'am of the Cobard. 1 
was, howev('r, informed, tliat it was really mucb 
more extt?nsive, and that {in imnn'iise number of 
Bedouins inhabiti'd the fertile district on each side 
of the riv('r, for lU'arly two diiys’ journey before it 
bends round to the north of Owssa. 

The precipitous termiiuition of tin' fliit country 
to the west of the Lake Abhibhad, w.is also very 
plainly seen ovi'i* the tree-covired expanse, that 
marked the entrance' of the (Jobard, into that 
general recipient of tin' waters of Adal. A jiromi- 
nent feature of the seem' also, on the opposite bank, 
of this stream, and to the immediate' north-east of 
the lake, was the ridgi' of yellow gravelly soil, 
divided into numerous small di'ninh'd hills, that I 
passed {dong the morning bi'fon'. On the south 
and ■west, the surrounding country was one wide 
stony plain, through which protruded numerous 
low dykes of lava, and at the distance of about 
twentv miles coidd be obsi'rved the summit of a 
single cone, ciilled Jibel Obinoe, whilst in the 
opposite direction, towards Zeila and Tajourah, 
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were a range of peaked hills, that formed the 
barrier between the Ilawasli and the sea, and the 
western face of which formed the water-shed of 
the Gobard river, flowing into Lake Abhibhad. 

From the appearance and general character of the 
surrounding countiy, I concluded that the Abhibhab 
Lake occupied one of those numerous and exten- 
sive depressions, which, like large fissures, here 
intersect the otherwise level country of Adal, 
many of which are now filled up with the detritus 
of the ridges around, and the marly deposition 
from water, which, during the rains, collects in 
them. These fissures are in variable magnetic 
directions, but they never cross each other, and I 
saw evidence sufficient to satisfy mysedf, that at 
least in this neighboui-hood, they form rays diverg- 
ing from one common cmitre, ^vhich is very well 
marked by the severed summit of Obinoc. 

After satisfying mv curiosit^• with the excellent 
vieu' of the country afforded by my situation, w(‘ 
proceeded on our journey. M e soon descend('d 
into the bed of a small stream mnning into the 
Gobard, along the bottom of Avhich the heavily- 
laden camels were non' slowly winding their way, 
among numerous sweetly-smelling, white-blossomed 
mimosas, which scented the ^s'liole valley, and 
afforded a delicious banquet to the busy inha- 
bitants of a natural bee-hive, so situated that to 
all honey-eating animals, save man, it was inac- 
cessible. It occupied a small cave on the steep 
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face of one of the precipitous cliffs which bounded 
the stream. In this narrow valley we passed 
several watcrinj^-places, whore 1 Avould gladly liave 
drank, but that every pool was occiipi(;d by two or 
three dirty Dankalli, ^vho were busily washing and 
bathing themselves in th(‘ cool and rcdVc'shing 
water. No observation was made by our party at 
this pollution, for as there was lune an extensive 
supply, my companions thought there was as much 
room for them, as for the nunuu'ous camels which 
now came-* up, and made their way into it, not so 
much to satisf}^ thirst, as to enjoy the u alk through 
the water, and 'wliicli th(*y soon rendered a V(‘ry thick 
solution of mud. d'his, however, was not undrink- 
able, as I found when, after a tiri'some march over 
tile stoiuvcoxered plain of Arabderah for at least 
three hours, we came to our halting-ground, and 
found the pools dried up, so that the few skins 
which had been hik'd at (iobard and at this place 
were o'ur oiil)' su])ply for the day, and for the 
first time during the jourmw, Avas 1 put upon 
an allowance of oiu' sauci'panful, which I had to 
divide with a number of thirsty companions. 

During this maridi I becanu' great frii'uds with 
the Debenee Chief, l^poii nn' gN ing a small papi'i* 
packet, containing nei'dh's, to oiu' of the Bedouins, 
in exchangi' for a drli I goat-skin, '/aido asked me 
to purchase, to placi' undc^r the saddle of my muk', 
liohitu took the packet fr5in the man, and opi'ning 
it, looked at me with surp]i;ise for having paid such 
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a great price for my bargain. After saying a few 
words to the man, he onl/ gave him tliree of the 
needles, and distributed what remained, by giving 
one each to the rest of tlio party, about a dozen being 
around us at the time. He kept three himself, placing 
tliem in the sheath of his very old and worthless 
dagger, among the ornaments of which, I noticed 
an old rusty pair of scissors, which he had thrust 
ill between the thongs that secured it to his belt. 

liohitu.was a very handsome man, with Ji high, 
noble forehead, well-formed nose and mouth, and but 
for a heavy look, occasioned by his thick, bushy eye- 
brows, Avould liaA (' r(‘alized my idea of a savage chief 
with wliom I could liave associated, honour and 
generosity ; and even n ith tlie ])rejndice against the 
Bedouins I entertained, occasioned by the evidences 
of their sanguinary and deceitful character, which ,■ 
had come under my own notice, I still could only 
think well of this generally acknowledged brave 
and respected man, who was, without any qualifica- 
tion or jealousy of liis oxccllmice whatever, admitted 
to bt! the first man of all tlu' combined trilx's. 
Heaven only knon^s, how much blood it had been 
necessary to shed to produce this unanimity, Imt 
th(; tale of his having saved the life of the only 
Muditii nho was span3d in a recent engagement, 
was the solitar}" instance of the sort I ever heard 
of; for on occasions of their warfare, every con- 
quered man, who is not able to save himself b) 
fligj^t, is most ruthlessly massacred by the victors, 
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on pui’pose to add to the boasted numbers of slain, 
the gra^!^. total of which, constitute the only claim 
to indMdual eminence among the Dankalli tribes. 

On the march to-day 1 gave Lohitu a ring, 
which I had put on my finger the first morning 
after our arrival at llamudalee, foi: the purpose of 
presenting to this noted chieftain. It consisted of 
one large red cornelian, ^vhich had been cut by an 

t 

Indian mechanic in Calcutta, when' 1 purchased it, 
into a thick, sliowy ring, onc‘ well siiited to the 
taste of .such p('ople of c*minence among tlie savage 
tribes with whom I ^vas now sojourning. Lohitu 
was exceedingly pleased with it, and wore it for 
that day, but.nli('th('r he was rc'ally superior to the 
common feeling in such matters of adornment, or 
preferred the convenience of a little cash which 
OhmedJSIahomed offered to him for it, I do not 
know ; but I heard after lie had left us, tliat Ohmed 


IMahoHkjed had the ring in his possession, and that 
he had given to Lohitu in exchange for it four 
dollars, eight cubits of the bluc^ Surat cloth. 
This lattef is the onlv money current in Adal. one 
cubit in length of this Surat cloth, tlie full width 
of the piece, being in value half a dollar. It is 
neatly fokhxl into a threivcorm'red packet, and the 
outer extremity is tucked into the middle, in .such 
a manner as to sccuie the whole in that form. 

Our haltiug-placi^^ ivgs bare of everything but 
large flat stones of lavii^^kit had e\idently formed 
originally one thin but^itire stratum, ivhich, on 
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exposure to the atmosphere, had separated into 
loose stones. These had bedome partially rounded 
at the edges, by continual denudation of wind and 
water, assisted by the alternation of heat and cold, 
arising from the different temperature of the 
several mnds, which tra verse this height, from the 
hot sandy plains of Zeila to the east, or the cooler 
surhicc of Lake Abhibhad to the west. 

The euriousl} divided summit of Jibel Obinoe, 
a slight elevation above the generally very level 
table-land, was now visible in the sonth-^v('st, and 
the hills whicli at Gobard bore towards the north, 
were now considc'rably more towards the north- 
east. The scene otherw'flSe was similiir to the one 
from San-karl, consisting of dark yellow plains, 
with black ridges of lava breaking through the 
surface, and no Aegetation, (‘xc'ept tb(‘ dry unyield- 
ing grass, and a small pri(*kly plant Avith blue 
floAATrs, which Avas the only food for the camels, 
this arid and stonv country had to offer. 

ft' V 

Xo Bedouins disturlx'd us here, nor Avas ni) 
evening’s meal of tasteless ric(‘ iniproved by presents 
of milk, and in desperation at such poor fare, 1 
determined to Iuia c recourse to my cheese and sea- 
biscuit, upon Avhich, after some time and difficulty, 
I managed to make my supper. Zaido and Alice 
joined me in this as in more tempting viands, 
and found some amusement in the excessive hard- 
ness of the biscuit, actually fracturing a long and 
dry leg-bone of a camel, plenty of which ahvays 
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marked the usual caravan halting-places, by em- 
ploying it as a geological, hammer to break what 
they called my “ stone bread.” 

A council was held during the whole day, a 
busy subject of discussion having apparently 
arisen, and I soon found, by Allee’s information, 
that a Kafilah of no fritmdly character was ap- 
proaching, and, that probably we should meet 
it to-morrow. As it was exceedingly strong, 
and its Has liad been v(‘ry ill-treated and im- 
prisoned 'when last in I'ajourah, the leaders of 
our Kafilah u'cre anxiousl}' deliberating upon the 
probable conse(pienees of a meeting, and were very 
earnest, 1 could see, in their endeavours to secure 
fjohitu to their cause. Ohnu'd Mahomed also in 
the ('veiling came to see im*, and asked if T would 
give I^ohitu five dollars, to get some boxes bc'longing 
to the Embassy, tliat he asserted were detaiiu^d in 
a nei^^ouring kraal. AVhat with the information 
T haffl'eceived from Alice, that the lias of the 
KafilaM^ming down was tlie INIahomed Alice who 
had t^en the stores witli Ab'ssrs. Bernatz and 
Scott to join the Political Mission in Shoa, and 
being aware also of the treatment, that division of 
the Embassy received in Tajourah, three of the 
servants being murdered in one night, I knew very 
well that the object of Oh.med Mahomed’s request 
for money, was not to get the boxes, but to bribe 
Lohitu to declare himself our friend, and reject 
accordingly any offer of tHe^ame kind that might be 
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made by Mahomed Allec, who, it wasexpected, would 
take tins opportunity of retaliating. I, of course, 
consented, and this being accomplished, Ohmed Ma- 
homed, to ingratiate himself also mth the attendants 
of Jiohitii, had a camel, that had been ailing 
many days, slaughtered, and a feast of raw meat, 
for want of water to cook it in, terminated the 
day. One party of the revellers who sat near my 
lint, I observed rolling up strips of the flesh, and 
stowing them away in their aftaleetahs for a 
feast at the next halting place, as thc' Daiilvalli cer- 
tainly prefer the flesh of animals cookc'd, excepting 
the liver and other visceri^ Avhich are almost ahvays 
eaten raw. This same party had also come in for 
the backbone in tlieir share, and aft(‘r the fleshy 
parts had been stript off and presm’ved for a better 
opportunity of cooking, tlu' assembh'd circle very 
fairly, and Avith mucli brotherly love, s('nt the ruAv 
juicy bone round, ('ach one taking a fair chop at it 
with his heavy dagger, and then making n good 
strong pull at the almost detached piece Avith his 
teeth. In this manner th(‘y soon cleared and divided 
the bone, and ('ach -one then possessed himself of a 
single vertc'bra to look over, and finish liis repast, 
Avhich did not conclude until every bit of the carti- 
lage had been torn off and eaten. 

Tuesday^ Ayril 19. — Started at sunrise, and left 
Arabdcrah Avith Lohitu, Moosa, Adam Burrah, 
and a number of others. Ohmed Medina and 
Garahmee were absent, having returned to Gobard 
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in search of the mule belonging to the former, 
which had strayed during the night. The western 
portion of the plain of Arabdorah is much less 
stony than the eastern, and the ground was covered 
with little shallow depressions of dried clay, the 
rcsidium of evaporated water. The country of 
Owssa is visible from that point, where we leave the 
elevated plateau,, and descend into the valley-plain 
to the south. The pfolongation of the height of 
Arabderah towards the north-west is called J)ul- 
IruU, and forms the southern border of the Abhibhad 
Lake. 

This morning I rode upon my mule, as my boots 
w'ere getting much the rvorse, for w'alking over the 
rough and stony road we had travelled along. Lohitu 
w'as very reserved, w^alking nearly all the w'ay by 
my without speaking a w’ord, except in answx'r 
to when I souglit to know' the names of different 
place^e passed, llow'ever, on the other side of 
me there was plenty of noise, for the Bedouins wiio 
accompanied us weiH' walking in two lines of five 
or six in a row, and amusing themselves with sing- 
ing alternately extempore stanzas, in which my 
name, “xihkeem,” and that of Lohitu very fre- 
quently occuiTcd. Oiu' or t^vo of them occasionally, 
broke out of the line to touch my knee with the 
butt-end of their spears, wiien they wished me to 
listen, more particulajcly to something or other that 
related to myself, an^ that I might be aw^are that 
what they were sayi^^fras a compliment. Simple- 
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minded people ! to what excellence might not edu- 
cation raise them! Their great natural abilities, 
now only developed in the commission of crime, if 
only properly cultivated, would, I am convinced, 
lead to a national character as extreme for good as 
it noAV is, unfortunately, for evil. 

We tlius marched for about bvo hours, having 
descended, almost immediately aftei* the start, a 
rough, stony, but gentle declivity from the lava- 
strewn plateau of Arabderah, to tine wide and 
extensive fissui-e-plaiii of Sagagahdah. We were 
now suddenly lialted b}' a gesture of Tjoliitu, who 
pointed witli his spi\ir into tlu' mirage, that seemed 
to fill with water the whoh' upper or western end 
of tlie plain, on the f'dge of \>hich, but on the dis- 
tant o]) 2 )osite side, we could se(' two horsemcai 
coming at full .sjmcal to^vards us. W(' had stood 
but a veiy few minutes, wIumi lilbiii Tzaak, on his 
mule, came gallopping up, and calling to me, as 1 
thought, to follow him, passed ns as fast as he could 
go in the direction to meet th(' new comers. Just 
as I was pushing my shuv muh' into an attempt to 
gallop, Ohmed Mahomcal, who canu' running up, 
called out to me to remain, and, as T did not exactly 
understand him, Lohitu caught liold of my bridle 
and mad(? signs for me to dismount. I soon learnt 
that our halting-])lace for the day had been deter- 
mined upon, immediately the approaching Kafilah 
had come into sight, and already, a little in the 
rear, pur camels were being unloaded. 
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Description of the plain of SagagalKlah, — Dowalecka Lake. — 
Effects of mirage.— Slave Kafilali. — Write letters to Aden. — 
Retire from camp with Lohitii. — Interview with Mahomed 
Alice. 

The plain of Sagagahdali is of ronsiderablc extent. 
Tt stretches in one straight lint' from the country of 
the Tssah Soinnauh'e, in tlie soutli-east, to Jihel 
Ohinoe, in the north-west, a distance of more than 
thirty miles, with a uniform width of hetween five 
and six miles. The sides are flat-topped parallel 
ridges, from four to five hundnal fe('t high, being 
the abrupt termination of elevated volcanic plateaus. 
That to the north is called Dulhull, and separates 
the plain of Sagagahdali from tli(? one of a some- 
what sitnilar character, occupic'd by the Lake Ah- 
hihhad. The ridge to tlu' south is called Mahree. 
During the season of the greatest rains, the plain 
of Sagagahdali is a complete morass, or shallow 
lake, collecting th(‘ Avaters that flow over the Dul- 
hull and "Mahree ridges, '^fhese numerous little 
streams seem constantly to be forming lU'w chan- 
nels, for hut a few |iards from a decjily cut and 
apparently very convelient watercourse, tin' traveller 
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sometimes observes, the torrent rushing down 
a precipitous and evidently a very recent one. 
Tliis interesting geological phenomenon is to be 
attributed to the occurrence of frequent earthquakes 
in this situation, wliich have the effect of altering 
the previous level of the country. Another striking 
eviclencci of tliis was pointed out to me by Ohmod 
Medina, whose naturally inquiring mind, led him to 
ask of me a solution of that which to him and to 
others also wlio mentioned it, was a very rc'markablo 
circumstance. A large lake, it appeared, had come 
into ('xistence within the last six years, in an adjoin- 
ing plain, called Dowaleeka, similar to the one of 
Sagagahdah, and a constant sheet of water which 
aboiuub'd in leeches now f)C(npied its upper end, 
where previously a regular Kafilah route had 
existed to Shoa. 

Tlie sides of these fissured plains, I think, at a 
certain depth, must meet in a synclinal axis ; but 
time has nearly filled tlu' valley betwc'eii, to their 
present level, with the detritus of the rocks around, 
and the marly deposition from the evaporated 
water, collected in them during the season of 
the rains. In the plain of Taikkee, a day’s journey 
more to the west, this op(*ration of filling up has 
proceeded, even to the forming of one general levad 
of the country, and the alluvial soil of the formcn- 
valley is now continuous, with the stony summits of 
the bounding ridges. 

in(r from the opposite side, diagonally across 
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to our station, could he now seen the stranger 
Kafilah, camel after camel, emerging from the 
mirage in a long extended line. Tlic effect of this 
natural phenomenon, tlie mirage, was greater than 
I expected. The very perfect and natural resem- 
hlance it hears to water, the reffection even of the 
adjoining ridges as perfe(;tly distinct as from the 
surface of a lake, contrihuting very much to the 
illusion. To ascribe to any traveler the originality of 
the heautiful expix'ssion, sliips of tlie desert,” as 
applied to that useful animal tlie camel, is an injus- 
tice to the simple elegance of natural ideas. Not 
one, hut half a dozen of the Bedouins, came to me 
in succession, and din'ctinl my attention to the broad 
and enlarged iigure of the camel with its burden, 
as it appeared through the medium of the mirage, 
and all ^pressed themselves exactly in the same 
terras, that it was the ship of their country, and any 
one who%as seen the camel in sucli a situation 
would have imnuHliately suggt;sted to his mind, a 
distant v&el sailing ('iid on before a breeze, with 
all its studding sails set, so exact a resemblance is 
observed between ii and the distorted image of the 
laden camel. 

The merry sound of the laughing, chatting, 
singing, infant children, ^vho formed the bulk of 
a Kafflah of at least two hundred slave's, now gra- 
dually reaclu'd us, increasing, as they ajiproached, 
into the buzzing hubbuh ^v;! crowd of people, who 
at length passed us, and^pfed for the day, at the 
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distance of about half a mile trom our camp, 
eastward. 

The people of both Kahlahs soon mixed with 
each other with the best feeling imaginable, inter- 
changing salutes and repeating to each otlier the 
most important ucavs from their respective starting- 
placcs. The new-comers had been thirty-eight days 
from Shoa, and at a day’s journey on this side of 
the TIawasli, had been attacked by the Hittoo Galla, 
who had killed two of the Kafilah men, and seven 
of the smallest children of the slaves,' for these 
unfortunates are always murdered, if their captors 
in such forays find it impossible, as in this instance, 
to carry them aAvay. 8('veral of the Galla were 
also slain. Ncavs of the British Embassy I could 
not obtain, exc{'pt that tin* last detachment of stores 
had got safely up, and that the Ras id Kafilah on 
that occasion, Mahomed Alh'c, Avas now at the head 
of the presont return one. T was also told that 
forty of the. slaves belonged to him, and that they 
had been given to him hy our Andiassador in Shoa. 
Such AA'as the report, but of course T understood 
this prop('rly, that tlu' money Mahonu'd Allei' had 
received for his servic('s he had Laid out in the pur- 
chase of .slaves, in the like manner that Ghnu'd 
Alahomed and Ehin Izaak, w('r(' taking up Avith me 
to Shoa, the dollars paid to them in Tajourah hy 
Mr. Cruttenden, to invest in the same revolting 
merchandise. 

he principal men of either Kafilah w('re nmv 
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sitting in two adjoining circles, whilst Lohitu sat 
ajiart with a stranger who had joined us from a 
direction exactly opposite to that in which the new 
arrivals had come. As they sat within a few yards of 
me, T perceived that h(^ bore on his \)reast the 
“ Arriah,” or incised hgiirc' of the l)eb('nee tribe ; 
and I concluded, therefore, he was some member of 
tlie family of the .Chief ; Zaido, however, who liatl 
a very acute eye to perceive an}' threatened or 
rather suspected danger, tvliispered to me, as he 
pushed nr/ bn'ukfast of rice into my Juit, that an 
Tssah 8oumau]('e was talking to Lohitu. As I 
could not understand ]iow it liappened tJiat one of 
this liated tribe dare \'enturc alone among the 
Debenee, I sot the man down to be a half blood, 
Avhich would also account for his being marked 
with the pmdiar s}aid)ol of that tribe. 

These tw were soon joined by a tliird, another 
stranger to me, who came from the calahm circle 
of the Sbda Kahlah, and Iwonght with him a snvaU 
coil of br^v^vire, weighing, perhaps, one ounce or 
so, wdiicn Lohitu receiAed in his usual silent 
manner, and deposited beneath his tobe. I had 
promised Mr. Cruttenden to writt' to Aden by every 
opportunity, and as I considered this an admirable 
one, from the previous connexion of ^lahomed 
Alice ^^ ith tlie Englisi|^;I sent to Ohnied Mahomed 
to request that ho bring him to me, that 

besides the letter T r^^ded to send, 1 might also 
give liini some verbSfgh^sage to Capt. Haines or 
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Mr. Cmttenden. Ohmed Mahomed immediately 
appeared, but refused to let Mahomed Allee come 
to receive the letter, adding, that the latter would 
not be allowed to take it to Aden, even if I gave it 
to him, as the Sultaun of Tajourah would not 
permit him to enter tliat town. As,' however, 1 
persisted in niy desire to employ Mahomed Allee, 
whom I knew to be Avell thought of by the authori- 
ties in Aden, Ohmed Mahomed at lengtli consented 
to bring him, and w ent aw^ay for that purpose. In 
about half an hour he returned, and ha v ing intro- 
duced ]\Ialiomed Alice to nu', T gave liim my 
letters for Capt. PlaiiK's, and one for lionie, inform- 
ing him that on tlieir dediverj* in Aden he would 
receive a boxcish or present, as usual, for h|| 
trouble. 

After concluding this business to my satishiction, 
I w^ent Avith Lohitu, at . the reqiu'St%f Ohmed 
Mahomed, some distance* from tin* camp, and wc 
sat down amidst the ruins of some loose stone walls, 
where formcrlv a large kraal had been. J'liis move 
was suggested, I thought, by a desire to save me 
from the pestering applications of the Bedouins of 
Mahomed Alice’s Kafilah, w'ho had previously sur- 
rounded my hut in crowals, begging for CA erything 
that could enter into the mind of a Dankalli as 
constituting riches, such as needles, buttons, paper, 
gunpowdci*, and brass wire. 

For two hours did tlie mighty Chief of the 
Debenee and I sit in gloomy silence, both build- 
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ing little walls and pyramids of the loose stones 
that lay within our rcacli, until we had cleared the 
whole neighbourhood of all but the larger ones. 
As I now got rather tired of my occupation, I made 
one or two attempts to get up, as hints to my com- 
panion that we should be going. Each time, 
however, he laid hold of my Arab frock, and 
pointing again to my ])lace, lie intimated tliat 1 
was in his charge, and that until the sun was 
down I must stay with him. Being particularly 
quiet whcii 1 cannot help myself, I made a virtue 
of necessity, and took ii]) my old ])ositiori, and for 
occupation proposed to fix around tlie head of 
Lohitu’s spear, the brass wire which I had seen 
given to him in the morning. By the time that 
business was completed to the satisfaction of the 
Chief, who in return ga\e me a whip made of 
the hide of the hippopotamus, the sun had set, 
and we returned to the camp ; 1 retiring to my 
hut, and Lohitu to a group of Lajourah people, 
with whom he soon squatted in an earnest calahm. 

No sooner had 1 taken my seat and called to 
Zaido about getting me some suppen*, than a fierce- 
looking stranger forced aside the mat, which de- 
pending from the roof of the hut, overhung the 
entrance. !Mv usual (fkclamation of “ Ciitta,” 
“ Cutta,” Go away. Go away, on such occa- 
sions of intrusion, was unheeded, and without any 
ceremony, and quitt? undet(n;red by the pistol I had 
already seized, the man took his seat on my mat, 
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and putting his hands to his breast, with a kind of 
salutation and a smile of introduction, said, 
“ Mahomed Alice,” and then in Arabic asked me 
if I liad no letters to send' down to the Com- 
mander at Aden, for by that name is Capt. Haines 
generally known among the Dan]valli merchants. 
Zaido at this moment making his appearance, 1 
appealed to him, if this Mere Mahomed Alice, 
and Zaido, who looked anything but comfortable, 
reluctantly admitted that it was, stammering out 
at the same time, tluit ^lalionied Alice had better 
go away.” The latter, however, did not understand 
this, but laughed most snc('ringly, as he said, 

“ Ciitta,” with a contemptuous wave of the hand, 
that made Zaido back ex])('ditiously out of the hut, 
carrying on his slioulders the hanging door mat. ' 
Being dctermiiK'd not to allow nn self to be so 
imposed upon as I had evidently been by Ohmed 
Mahomed, I tore a leaf out of my note book, havings 
exhausted all the pajier I had taken out in tlu' 
morning, except that on which I wrote my hdters, 
in presents to the begging Bedoiiins, TTpon the 
abstracted leaf I wi*ote a hasty note, telling Capt. 
Haines of the deception practised upon me, and 
recommending that no present should be given to 
the counterfeit Mahome# Alice, as a punishment 
for his impudence. This being made up into si 
note, was carefully deposited by Mahomed Allec. 
between the double fold of ox-skin which fornu^d 
the scabbard of his knife, and which is made a con- 
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venient receptacle by the Daiikalli, for many 
trifling articles, such as needles, snuff, or thread. 
Mahomed Allee now informed me, that he had got 
letters to Aden from the Political Mission in Shoa, 
and also desired me to write down in my note-book 
the name of a kraal, u’herc nere deposited seven- 
teen packages and boxes, he liad l)een obliged to 
leave on the road, when in charge of the last 
English Kafilah that had goiu* uj) to Slioa. He 
attributed tliis abandonment to the numbers of his 
camels tlifit had died upon the marcli from the 
scarcity of A^'ater, He also said that no difficulty 
would be incurred, for tin' Bedouin who had them 
in charge, was ii relation of his own, and ^vould 
himself take them along with the prc'sent Kafilali 
to Shoa. After this Mahomed Allee retired, asking 
me bi^^or a liandful of tobacco, which I bade 
Zaiddw give him, but was afterwards obliged to 
increase the niggardly bestowal of my servant, by 
taking|.fhe skin-bag from him, and shaking its 
conten|§ jnto tho open tobc of my muv acquaint- 
ance. * 

I should not liave slept widl that niglit, if I had 
not told Ohmed Mahomed of tlic deception he had 
practised upon me, and as he came to my hut a 
feu' moments after ISI ahomed Allee had left, I took 
care to mention He excused himself very 
coolly by sa) ing, t|pt:;Ix)hitu had promised to cut 
the throat of Mahotni^ Allee, before he reached 

VOL. I. 


Q 



INTENDED MURDER. 


Gobard, suiting the action to the word, by sawing 
away at his own throat with the edge of his open 
hand, and adding, “that then all the letters given 
to him by the Embassy in Shoa, would be taken 
from him and carried to Aden by Mahomed 
Murkee,” the man whom he had passed upon 
me, for Mahomed Allee. It was certainly not 
\eiy agreeable, to be thus made the confidant 
of an intended murder, especially when the 
victim was a man T was inclined to think well 
of, not judging from the little I h^d seen of 
him myself, but from the recommendations he 
had received from the missionaries, ]\Iessrs. 
Isenbcrg and Krapf, whom he took up on their 
first visit to Shoa, .'uid also from the com- 
mendations I had heard bestowed upon him 
by ]\Ir. Cruttenden in Tajourah. I determined 
therefore that, at all risks, I would 
myself from becoming an accomplice before the 
fact, should the assassination take place, by re- 
vealing the whole design to Mahomed Allee, and 
also exert my infliience Avith Lohitu to pre^ure for 
him a safe passage through the country of the 
Debence. It Avas too late to do anything tliis 
night, although Mahomed AUee and his fricnuls 
were still squatting, a very few yards in front of iny 
hut. Fearing, hoAvever, that some attempt Avas 
about to be made upon the party by the friends of 
Ohmed Mahomed, who «re also gathering into a 



SLAVE-CHILDREN. 


m 


calahm, I was obliged to call out to him to go 
away, which I did, in a tone that he understood 
very well to be intended as a warning ; and he and 
his three or four friends accordingly got up, and 
retired to their own Kahlah. 

During the afternoon of to-day, whilst I sat 
with Lohitu at the ruined kraal, I could not 
help observing ' the innocent curiosity, not un- 
rhixed with f(‘ar, with which the little slave- 
girls came to have a pe(‘p at me. Lohitu 
himself could not resist smiling, at the occa- 
sional hasty retreat of those Avho happened to 
come near me, before they were' aware of their 
situation. They wen' employed in collecting for 
fuel, dried cameFs dung, and the little rotten sticks 
that had floated with the last rains into the plain. 
Their ages varied from eight to fourteen years. 
I saw no slaves in this Kafilah w'ho exceeded those 
years, and I was given to understand that most 
of them w'ere (luraguc Christians. A few boys 
were also to be seen amongst them who ran 
stark naked ; or else with only a bit of old ragged 
cloth, tied by tlie two ends under tlie cliin, and 
hanging behind upon their neck and shoulders. 
'Fhe girls wore a chemise of the same dirty 
description, gathered around the waist by a piece 
of plaited or twisted palm-Jeaf rope. They were, 
without exception, most interesting and sharp- 
looking little things, and did not appear to be 
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fatigued by their long journey, or ill-used by 
their masters. The necessities of a licentious 
religion is pandered to by the slave-trade carried 
on between the sea-coast and the interior of 
Africa ; and no greater blow could be struck at 
Mahomedanism than by putting an end to this 
anti-human traffic. 
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Journey from SagagiUidah to Mokoito, general direction W. S.W,, 
time maixdiing four hours. — Meet old friends. — Conversation 
upon origin of tlie Dankalli ]K‘ople. — Journey from Mokoito to 
Ahmahgulotf, general direction AV. X. W., time marching three 
hours. — l.tescri|>tioii of halting-place. 

A 2 ml 20th . — On fretting ready to start this morning, 

I found all laid betm arrangt'd for the immediate 
return of Lohitu, e^idently, as had been intimated 
by Ohmed Mahomed, for tlu' purpose of interfering 
witj! the peaceabh' ])rogrcss of the Katilali of iSIa- 
homecJ^Allee through the country of the Debenee. 
I’hc latter, fortunately, came up to bid me lareAvell, 
tis I was superiutt'iiding the saddling of my mule. 
He had taken the jtrecaution to bring with him a 
number of his friends. I took the opportunity of 
a single moment when 1 saw that I was not watched, 
to say to him one Avord, “Lohitu!” at the same 
time drawing my hand across my throat, Avith a look 
that sufficiently told him the Avholc conspiracy. His 
reply Avas merely the sanie Avord, “ Lohitu !” as if to 
ask mo if I Avere qui||sure ; and taking my nod in# 
the proper sense, he mook hands Avith me, English 
fashion, saying, “ (good) and away he 
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hurried with his friends, who, if they were as 
brave as himself, would, with the others of his 
Kafilah to aid them, I had no doubt, prove more 
than a match for even the daring Lohitu and his 
numerous tribe. 

Having mounted my mule, I rode up to Lohitu, 
and taking out my only remaining spoon, wliich I 
knew he coveted, I gave it to him, with two dollars 
I had ready for the purpose. As I presented them 
I pointed to iMahomed ..\llee, mentioning his name, 
and putting my hand to my breast, said, in the 
Dankalli language, Occo,” (friend). Lohitu, 
with the (piick pen^eption characteristic of the 
whole nation, comprehended me at once, and 
receiving my present, put his hand to his breast 
in the same manner he had seen me do, and 
repeated the same word, ” Occo,” in a tone of 
sincerity that at once removed my fears ’ for 
Mahomed Allee. The pleasure I felt in consc^- 
quence, at having ^ thus frustrated the infamous 
design of my Tajourah friends, who stood scowling 
by, enabled me to return with interest their looks 
of disdain, as I rode alone for above an horn’ after- 
wards, before any of them chose to come up and 
speak to me. At last Ebin Izaak trotted his mule' 
up to my side, and after riding a little time in 
silence, produced from beneath his shield, which 
-thung as usual over the left knee from the bow of his 
saddle, the three bones of a leg of a sheep, united 
by the ligaments of the joiot, an^ with scarcely 
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any*»meat upon them. Pushing one extremity of 
the continuous bones towards me, he said very 
abruptly, “ Yarcul ” (eat). I could not help smil- 
ing at the scanty appearance of the repast, but 
immediately assented to tlie proposal, and catching 
hold of my end, we began twisting and pulling to 
separate the bones, till at last when they did go, and 
I got possession of the tliigli bone tor my share, both 
of us nearly lurched over on opposite sides of our 
mules, and ^vv, had each to grip fast hold of the 
mane, with the liaiid that was at liberty, to retain 
our seats in the saddle. What little meat was on 
the bones was soon stript off with our teeth, during 
which time Ebin Izaak accounted for his possession 
of the treat, no shec‘p having been killed in our 
Kafilah, by saying that it was the generous gift 
o|, some valued friend, belonging to the Kafilah 
d|Mahomed Allee. 

^^Dur road lay along a smooth level plain of 
y^ow marl, cracked in every direction by the 
baking heat of the sun, whilst the mirage before 
us mocked the dryness of the soil, by the affecta- 
tion of the appearance of nature’s most reheshing 
gift, either to animals or to the equally thirsty 
earth. 

The distortion of all objects that could be per- 
ceived in the inira|!;e was very remarkable; small 
stones became hr^' rocks, and thin tufts of grass* 
assumed the figuff of ostriches ; and I was taken 
in most certainly^^ch to the amusement of Ebin 
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Izaak, who told me as I went after them that they 
were nothing but grass; yet so distinct was the 
appearance, and so natural the motion given to 
their well defined image by the flickering of the 
vapour, that I did not hesitate to go in pursuit, 
feeling coiiA inced that he must be mistaken. 

Izaak, after stripping everything eatable off 
the bones, very carefiilly deposited tlu'm again in 
the hollo^^■ of his shield, obser\ing, at the same 
time, they would do for a boxc'isli for some of the 
caniel-dri\'ers. now proceeded in veiw friendly 
conversation, res})ecting the likelihood of a mar- 
riage taking ])lace between my (lueen and Salie 
8clas.se, the King of 8hoa, which sonu' of the 
wiser people of Tajoiirah could alone surmise, 
as the probable cause of the numerous valuable 
jnesents, which had bc'cn sent up to that monarch. 
AV’^hilst I was endeavouring to ('xplain the impos- 
sibility of such a thing, and turning in my rn^fel 
to what reasonable obj(‘ct I could attribute our 
present intercourse with 8hoa, we wen' suddenly 
hailed by a voice 1 kiu'w, and looking in the 
direction troni wln'iice it proceeded, sjuv before us, 
in a low jungle, the slave boy of Ohmed Mahonu'd, 
who was evidently on the watch for our approach. 

At his recpn'st u c dismounted, and leaving the 
mules in his charge, we pushed aside the strong 
thorny boughs of myrrh and young mimosa-trees, 
and made our way to the edge of a small stream 
that crept along, shaded from the .sun by the 
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grateful bushes it nourished. Here, in a natural 

arbour, we found fast asleep our two friends, 

Ohmed Medina and Garahniee, each \\ith his tobe 

* 

wrapped closely around the body, and also covering 
the head, which was supported upon a small wooden 
pillow. Their spears lay upon the ground close 
to their right hands, and tlunr shields were sus- 
pended amidst the bending boughs of the rude 
hoover, which concealed them from the observation 
of any passing native. The boy, as I supposed, 
had been posted to watch for our arrival. 

The noise we made awakened Garahmee, who, after 
the usual hmgtliciied salutations, gave Ebin Izaak 
an account of their journey to Owssa, from whence it 
appeared they had travelled during the last night, 
having arrived where w(‘ found them some hours 
before us. Others of the Katilah now joining us, 
Ohmed Medina was roused from his slumbers. 
Finding Lohitii not accom])anying us, I could hear 
him making some imiuiries respecting that chief ; 
and not being satistied with the information he 
obtained, as sOon as he had arranged his dress, 
he entered into con\ersation with* me, wanting to 
know what present I had given to Lohitu, and if 
1 were pleased with him. He then directwl my 
attention to a new shield he had, and which he 
told me had been given to him by the generous 
Chief, whose many excellent qualities were now 
his theme for some time. Among other things, 
he said, improving upon the idea of Ebin Izaah 
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respecting the Queen and SaJie Selasse, that the 
best thing she could do was to marry Lohitu ; and 
the English, and the Dankalli would then be one 
people. I smiled at the honour so seriously in- 
tended, but I laughed outright, when Ohmed 
Medina, pointing to the slave-boy, to whom Ebin 
Izaak as a^ mark of favour had given the two bones, 
asked me if my lady Queen smoked like that. 
Only imagine a tliin bushy-headed black, whose 
entire dress consisted of a narrow strip of dirty 
cloth thrown across the shoulders, sittftig apart, 
that he might not be importuned to sliare with 
others, the luxury he was indulging in. liis pipe, 
the long shank bone of a leg of mutton, having 
the smaller end broken off with a stone, whilst 
the broader extremity was bruised into a concavity, 
that admitted a small portion of tobacco to bo 
lodged in its cellular structure. 'I'hrough this 
novel meerschaum was the* fragrant weed being 
inhaled, and to the appearance of this party I was 
referred in order to understand fully the question. 
“ ]J)oes ’your Queen smoke like that?” said in a 
manner, too, that intimated such an accomplish- 
ment on her part would be a great recommendation 
to the Dankalli, in case of the wedding. I 
was obliged to say she did not, and looked as it 
I thought the country, hardly worth the trouble of 
learning to smoke out of a sheepshank, on purpose 
to obtain possession of it. Observing, or suspecting 
this, Ohmed Medina rather sharply closed the 
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conversation, by remarking, “ Ah, I see, she does 
not want a country of stones like this.” 

The Kafiluh halted for the day close mider the 
southern bank of the plain, a precipitous cliff of 
an easily disintegrated volcanic stone, the debris of 
which, from detached rocks of several tons weight 
to small angular fragments, Avc're strewed along its 
base some distance into the plain. A little stream 
^vas the chi(;f agent of denudation ; in a very 
serpentine course, it flowed towards the other side, 
each bank fringed uith dwarf shrubs, and its 
crystal Avaters set in a bright enamel of a most 
delicate kind of grass, which, like a bed of green 
soft moss, extended along its bordei’s. It burst 
through a narrow and very recently formed channel 
from the luA^a-strewn plateau of Mahree above, and 
in the rear of our cam]) pass('d Avith a rusliing im- 
petuosity, AAdiich gradually decreased into the 
gentlest ripple, as it Ugaa ed ovt'r its jx'bbl)' bed near 
to the spot Avhere, on our first arrival, aag found 
our friends Ohined Medina and ( rarahmee. 

Here, among tin? thick bushes, 1 took up my 
residence for tlie day, surrounded by the Hy Sou- 
maulee, Avhose heavy Avar-knives I had undertaken 
to improve in outAvard a])pearance, by fixing a 
bright dress naval button into a holloAV piece of 
brass, usually placed as a)) ornament upon the end 
of the scabbard, but which, Avithout the button to 
3r the otherwise bare extremity, presented an 
)pearance that wa^t satisfactory to my educated 
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Birmingham ideas of what constituted elegance. 
When I pointed out the defect, and suggested the 
improvement, it was suiiirising to observe the 
numbers who applied for the decoration. The 
order of the button, in fact, became quite the rage, 
and it was not until it had become very general 
indeed, that T lost the popularity Avhich its first 
establishment had occasioned. Like knighthood, to 
have been respected, it ought to have b('cn kept 
select, and the brav('s alone sliould have been thus 
iwarded ; but wlieii. moved by selfish** considera- 
tions, I b(‘stow('d it upon Zaido, whose cowardice was 
the laimli of the whole Katilah. I found the moral of 
my infiueiice gone, and the ])ve\ iously much-prized 
button became valued onl\ as an article of com- 
merce. But tlie mean in s})irit Inue no idea of 
personal distinction, as 1 confessed to myself when 
I heard, tliat Zaido liad sold honour’s bright badge, 
for a small bag of toba(X' 0 . 

The halting-place was called Dulhull, althongl) 
I found afterwards that this, proper!)- speaking, w:is 
the name of tlic ridge to the north, which alone 
separated us from the l.aki* Abhibliad. From one 
informant I received the name Mokoito as that of 
the plain, and the ridge under which our encam])- 
ment lay was still called Mahree. 

Ohmi'd Medina had so niuch to tell the chief 
people of the Kafilah, about the business which 
had taken him to Owssa, that I did not have much 
of his conversation during the day, or any oppor- 
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tunity of taking him to task, for giving me the slip 
at Arabderah, for I now perceived, that what I 
heard in that place of him and Garahmee returning 
to Gohard, wtis a fiction of convenience, to avoid 
any importunity on my part to accompany them. 
Ohmed Mahomed, in a hett('r humour than 
I expected, after my morning’s spt'cch to Loliitu in 
favour of ]\Ialiomed Alice, came ami sat Avith me 
an hour or tAvo, endc'aAouring to convince me 
that he had done e\erytliing for the best, and 
that Malutmed Alice AA'as a gn-at scoundrel. He 
also attem])ted to giA^e me some information respect- 
ing Oaa^ssu and Ifurrah, the latter being a celebrated 
city, once the capital of th(‘ large kingdom of Adca, 
situated al)ont four days’ jourm'v din'ctly to the, 
south. Owssa, also, it should Iiuat bec'ii observed 
before, Avas formerly tin; si'at of the Government 
of the kingdom of Adal, l)ut for the last three 
centuries, these' former Amahra or .Vbyssinian 
monarchical diA'isions of tin' country of Adjem, 
Adea, and Adal, have givini avua to the more 
numerous subdivisions recpiired by the system of 
])atriarchal authority, AAliich alone is recogni.sed 
among the present barbarous Dankalli occupants. 
Ohmed Mahomed failed to enlighten me, on the 
subject of the relative geographical position, of 
these still important emporiums of the produce of 
4his country, for unlbi’tunately he did not possess, 
like Ohmed Medina, that generalizing talent of 
taking, as it were, a bird’s-eye view of the inter- 
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veiling country in his mind, and th^ depicting a 
transcript readily upon the sand, to convey at once 
a correct idea of the whole to a stranger. 

Towards evening, all who had been, during the 

heat of the day, basking and sleeping under the 

**■ 

cool shade of the bushes, now took up their wooden 
pillows, and with mats hanging down from their 
• shoulders, proceeded to the camp, within the limits 
of which it is usual for all to sleep. 

April — On our starting this morning, T 
again offered thirty dollars to induce tlfe Ily Sou- 
maulee to accom]mny me to Owssa, as Ohmed 
Medina said, if they consented, he would also go 
with us. I recciv('d the usual pantomimic reply of 
pointing first to their knives, and then to their 
throats, witli an expressive twist of th('ir fcatuix's 
that said how sorry tliev should be for such a mis- 
fortune to befall us , and Garahmc'e, to make the 
scene still more impressive, holding his spear by its 
lower end, and extending it at arm’s hmgth. pointc'd 
to the tops of all th(‘ ridges around, as he slowly 
moved on his heel, and repeated the alarm cry of 
“Ko! ko! ko!” telling me as plainly as possible, 
that our advance would be the signal foi: the whole 
country to be up in arms. T told Ohmed Medina 
over and over again, that T might have accompanied 
him and Garahraee from Arabderah, but he swore 
by the Prophet and the name of Allah that it was 
quite impossible, for if I had it would have occa- 
sioned the death of the whole party. As it was, 
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they had beet obliged to take the most precipitous 
roads, and travelled only in the darkest hours of 
the night, which, he said, I could not have done, 
or he would himself have proposed my going, as 
he wished me to see and know everything about 
the country. I at length dropped the subject, for 
liow could I disbelieve him in this, who on all 
other occasions had shown himself r(‘ady to give 
me every information I required, and frequently 
volunteered a great deal more; always valuable 
when coming from a nian of Ids good sense and 
observation. 

During tlie march, passing by some kairns, we 
began a convensation upon the Kafirs who formerly 
occupied this country. Of the ancient religion 
Ohmed Medina knew nothing, but he thought it 
probable, wlien I pointed out the constant compass 
bearing of the graves, and its reference to the 
rising sun, that the .former inhabitants might have 
worshipped that luminary. On asking him what 
was the belief of the present Soumaulee. he called 
them “ Monahfuk,” that is, people w ho knew^ Allah 
by name, and who acknowledged the Prophet, but 
could not pray, their knowledge of Tslamisin ex- 
tending only to the two expressions of “ Ahum 
d’*Ulah!” (“Thanks be to God!”), and “Mahomed 
iLtdurasuel!” (“ Mal\<fmed, slave of the Most 
High!”) % 

Ohmed ^Medina did not deny that the Dankalli 
and Sopmaulee were formerly one people, although 
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lie seemed to admit this with reluctai»e ; but after 
I had told him, as he said, a great deal more than 
he knew previously, and now learnt for the first 
time, that ditferences in the knowledge of the Ma- 
homedan religion, had been the occasion of their 
modern separation ; he then confessed, that even at 
the present day, the division between the Dankalli 
and Soumaulee Bedouin tribes was scarcely recog- 
nisable. To illustrate this rtatiark, he informed 
me, that a great portion of the Issah Sonin ;mlee 
acknowledged Lohitu as tlndr Cliief, and liore the 
Debenee mark upon their breasts. This was the 
reason that the man belonging to tlie Issah, I had 
seen yesterday speaking to Ijoliitu, bore that 
symbol, or arms of the tribe as it may be called, 
and for whicli I could not betbre account. Ohincd 
Medina went on to say, that my friends the lly 
Soumaulee were “ Affah, ” as much so, as the other 
Dankalli, and that the half of the Wahama tribt*. 
to >vhich Mahomed Alice belonged, wen' actuallv 
Issah Soumaulee. 'I'liis last observation also 
assisted me to explain a plea urged by the Suita nii 
of Tajourah to exclude this obnoxious person from 
that town, it being asserted 'whilst I was theiv 
that he was an Issah Soumaulee, and conse’quentl} 
ought to take his Kafilali to Zeila. 

After a short journey of three hours we arrived 
at AhmahgulofF, a halting-place in the plain, 
exactly similar to the one of yesterday. The same 
narrow tract covered with stones which had fallen 
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from the edg(3 of tlio wall-like cliff adjoining, and 
another little stream brawling down its narro^v 
ravine, and hiding itself in a tortuous green line of 
buslms as it traversed the plain. Tlic banks of this 
stream, how^cver, were too soft and marshy, to 
tempt us to seek our redreat from the sun, among 
the bowers formed by its ovc'rliaiiging shrubs. 
My fortaliec of boxes was therefore erc'cted amidst 
the stores and ])iles of salt, which, connected by 
far-spreading camel saddh's, and covercxl ^vith 
mats, gaVe to tlie camp the cliaracter of a large 
caravansary. At this place I la'canu' actpiainted, 
very disagreeably, with one of the most noisome of 
vermin, and which atb'i'wards I found abounded in 
the neighbourhood of Katilah stations. It was a 
round flat tie, th(‘ size of a split pea, and of a dark 
red colour. It attack<'d indiscriminately men and 
beasts. No soonc'r was the mat laid down, and I 
had composed mystdf for rest, than from all 
(piarters 1 saw thcs<' dirty-looking s(\uat-made 
insects crawling towards me. con\erging. as it 
were from the circumference of everywhere, to an 
unfortunate centre. They most assuredly smelt 
blood, and that at immense distances. For this 
purpose, I suppose, as also for their feeding 
apparatus, they were furnished wdth long pipe- 
like snouts, some lines in hmgth, with wduch, after 
making a lodgment upon tlie body, they made 
iheir attack. Six short le|i# carried the bod)’ along 
^ an extraordinary wdien aw'are of the 

YOU I. 
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presence of blood in their neighbourhood. The 
worst was, there was no way of getting rid of 
them ; and it would have been a long and tiresome 
job to have killed all that were seen.’ My naked 
companioils protected me in a great measure, for to 
these the insects directed their chief attention, 
whilst upon the first intimation of the presence 
of the few, that did venture upon my legs, I 
pulled up the bottoms of my trowsers, and with 
the sharp point of my knife dislodged tlie little 
vampires very quickly. The favourite locality of 
these pests appears to be beneath trees where 
cattle have recently been. The numbers that may 
be seen in such situations are incredible, and thev 
verv soon drive the tired traveller from tlie shelter, 
where he had hojxxl to find a friendly shade from 
the burning sun. The natives call them ‘‘killem,'’ 
and a somewhat similar insect, thougli much larger, 
preys exclusively upon the camel, where their 
presence is believed by the owner, to indicate 
health in the animal. 

In this situation I also observed numerous large 
ant-hills, some of which were conical-formed emi- 
nences, at least six feet high, with a circumference 
of several vards. Ilimvah having fired his*^ match- 
lock, at’ a vulture perched on the top of one of 
these insect edifices, missed the bird, but buried 
the ball deep into the interior. I walked up to exa- 
mine the injury done to the walls of clay, and was 
surprised to find the work of restoration already 
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commenced, and busily going forward. Had the 
little animals the power of speech, I question 
much if such unanimity of purpose would have 
determined the energies of the whole community, 
so immediately to the repair of the injury. Had 
a corresponding one been committed on a Dankalli 
kraal, as I observrxl to Himyah, thej^ w^ould have 
had a month’s ciilahm about it ; to which my com- 
panion, turning up tlie end of his nose, gave an 
affirmative jerk of the liead, at tiie same time 
ejaculating, “ W'halla,” “ by God,” as if he had 
never heard a truer thing than that, in the whole 
course of his life. 

We botli stoopc'd ovc'r the liole to watch the 
progress of the work. Sliort-leggod tliick-bodied 
labouring ants, aln'ady bore masses of moistened 
earth several times their own weight to close up 
the orifice made by tlie ball ; whilst on all sides 
the easily distinguished soldiers, wt.'re running 
about in great numbers, apparently on the look-out 
for the fierce invader, who had made such an 
onslaught on their castle. 

We did not remain at Ahmaliguloff for the 
night, but after “ asseir,” or afternoon prayer, the 
camels wer(.> again loaded, and we moved to 
another halting-pla( < about six miles farther to the 
west, but still in the plain. A Bedouin wdio had 
come into the camp during the day, reported that 
abundant forage would be found there. Where 
we were, the dreum stance of the Kafilah of 

R 2 
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Mahomed AUee having halted here two evenings 
before, had caused a great scarcity of vegetation ; 
their camels, in fact, had eaten up everything in 
the shape of leaves and grass. 

The road lay along the base of the bounding ridge 
to the south of the plain. As during the morning’s 
march we took care to clioose our path outside of 
the fallen fragments of rock, and upon ground where 
scarcely a stone the size of a bean could be found, 
except such as had been thrown by the hand of 
some idler passing by. It seemed, indeedj'to be the 
dried bottom of a muddy lak(' the waters of wdiich 
had b(‘on recently cvajiorated, for not a green leaf 
could I see upon it during tlie two hours we marched 
across the parched surface, until we arrived at our 
halting-ground, Avhere there c('rtainly were a 
few' patches of coars(‘ grass ; and the sloping sides 
of the ridge on our left, were mor(‘ overgrown with 
niM-rh and otlnu* hushes, the small twigs and 
young foliage of wdiich, th(‘ camels are very fond of. 
Th(' name of Ahinahgulotf was still retained, and 
I was given to understand, that all the country 
until w'c turned out of the idain w'as now so called. 
The hill of Obinoe was in our front, not more than 
five or six miles distant, and I could now plainly 
perceive the extremities of several other plains ter- 
minating at tliat height, as at a centre. 
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Journey from Ahmaligulotf to Koranhodiulali, general direction 
S.W., time occupied three hours. — Pass Jihcl Ohinoe. — Plain 
of Amardu. — Account of myrrh-tree. — Description of halting- 
place. — Singula? solar |ihenomenon . — April 2'id, Journey from 
Koranheefudah to Iferlunvloc, gimeral din.'clion W.N. W., time 
two hours and a half. — Bedouin village. — Bedouin ladies. 


April 22d . — Ebin Tzaak, Olimod Afalionied. Ohmed 
Medina, and niyselF, all rode our niuk's during? this 
morning’s march so that we outstript the pedestrians 
very soon. Passing out of the plain we ascendt'd a 
steep acclivity of loo^e stones, which led us over one 
extremity of the ridge of Muhree, eo\ ered with large 
blocks of lava. .\ft(T half an hour's ride along 
this, we descended the opposite side, tlic road being 
down the tortuous and oftiai pr(‘cipitous bed of 
an occasional tornnit. My mule having placed her 
Ibet upon an (‘asily detached stone, came down 
upon her side with great violence. 1 threw myself 
otf, falling in an opposite direction, and escaped 
with a few bruises. Pemounting again very 
speedily, for all ha^,; cofhe to my assistance, we 
entered a narrow vallJy plain called Amardu, similar 
in character to th^l^uc we had been marching 
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along for the last three days, and like it terminating 
at Jibel Obinoc, now about -four miles distant. 

The singularly cleft summit of the low peak 
of Obinoe, and its apparent relative position with 
respect to the various fissured plains that appear 
to terminate there as at a centre, induced me to 
sketcli its outline, as I would a head-land at sea, 
placing also sundry small arrows to indicate the 
directions of the several valleys. Its appe,arance was, 
as if at this point, the previously levj^l plateau had 
been upraised from beneath, with a forco but just 
sufficient to lift the then fractured portions into 
opposite inclined planes, aiid the severed summit 
distinctly marked, the separated edges of the original 
table-land. 'fhe greatest height that has been 
attained by the upraised portion, is not 700 feet 
above the level of the valley plains, and not 400 
above the level of the fiat-topt heights of Dulhull 
and Mahree. 

The plain of Amardn was intersected with deep 
narrow gullies, or dry water-courses, four or five 
feet deep, and as many wide. Plenty of coarse; 
grass seemed^ to jiromise (excellent forage for the 
camels, and I expected, when we dismounted again 
under a large tree, that we wei’c going to halt for the 
day ; however, I was told that this was a favourite 
rendezvous for deer and wild asses, and 1 soon 
saw several herds of tlie^c animals, besides great 
numbers of guinea fowl on every side of us. My 
companions had evidently preceded the Kafilah 
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with me, on purpose to obtain, if possible, one of 
tlie larger antelopes, and Ohmed Mahomed now 
asked me to go and endeavour to .shoot one. I 
accordingly started, and taking advantage of one 
of *the water channels, I soon found myself abreast 
four very fine ones, as large as roebucks, and not 
more than eighty yards distant. I fired at once, but 
being in a hurry s, and my short carbine not carrying 
point-blank inon' than sixty j ards, the ball struck 
the one I aimed at low on the hind leg, breaking 
it below tj?e hough. It .staggered on to its hind 
quarters, but reco\ering itself immediately, tried 
on three legs to follow its affrighted companions. 
EbiiiiJzaak seeing this, jumped ui)ou his mule, and 
thrpwmg his shield from the bow of his saddle, 
and his‘ tobe from his shoulders, galloped in a 
directieii that would either cut off its retreat, and 
prevent it joining the others, or else force it up 
the face of the cliff, down which we had just 

come. After a (thase of about half an hour, in 
sight the whole time, we saw our eager hunt.sman 
comc^Mongside the antelope and at full speed 
laun||rhis spear into its side. As the animal fell 
tum^Sng on its face, Izaak leaped from his mule, 
and soon put an end to its vain effort to rise and 
to resist, by cutting its throat with his dagger. 

’ The Hy Soumaulee and some of the Kafilah 
i4||h having followed ui over the ridge of Alaliree, 
i^w came bounding dowh the bed of the stream, 
ohe aftei* the other, gathered around the dead 
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antelope, and lashing its feet together, they brought 
it to the tree under which we at first halted. 
We here waited for the approach of the camels, 
which were at length seen rounding the extre- 
mity of the ridge, and entering the plain of 
Amardii, without going over the ridge as we had 
done. Before they came to us I shot three fine 
guinea fowl at one discharge, so that the object 
of our- preceding the Kafilah had not been disap- 
pointed. In addition to the feast thus promised, 
Ohmed Medina directed one of the Tly Soumaulee 
to gather a lai-gc quantity of a very delicate 
vegetable that abounded here, which lie assured 
me the Banyans at Bombay were Acry fond of, 
and that he knew I sheuld lilvc it too, appearing 
at the same time rather suiprised at my ignorance 
of the plant, which at first 1 rc'fused to have 
anj'thing to do with. 

'Ilie camels coming up, 1 was glad to find’we 
Avere not to sto[) lu're for tlie day, as I began 
to feel inqiatient at the length of the journey 
to Shoa, and anxious that it sliould be concliuh'd 
as soon as possible, having been uoav nearly four 
Aveeks almost daily marching, and still 1 Avas 
informed Ave had not reached half Avay. 

The game Avas jdaced upon the camels, and tlu' 
vegetable, crammed into one of Zaido’s skin bags, 
Avas throAvn betAvei'ii the saddle staves, Avhere tlu'ir 
extremities cross (‘ach other over the back of the 
camel, and avc again startl'd for a halting-placi' called 
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Koranhediidah, about three hours’ march in a direc- 
tion, south-west. We ascended a long, but gentle 
acclivity, for at least two hours of this time', along 
a road strewn with the everlasting lava cinders, 
and at hmgtli r^clied a small circular spot about a 
mile in diameter, surrounded with lo^v black ridges 
of the usual character, and at tlie foot of wliich 
were several pools of clear water, where an abund- 
ance of frogs kept up a continual croaking, jMyrrh 
and mimosa-trees abounded in this place; among the 
latter I iwticed the variety producing gum arabic, 
and also another which yielded a strong astringent 
gum, that res('ml)led very much the gum kino. 

Accompanied by libin Tzaak I Avc'iit in search 
of some gum myrrli, as I was very anxious to 
prooire specimens of the leavi's, flowers, and se(‘ds 
of 4hc tree that yields this useful drimy and a 
desc]^|)tion of which I had lu'cai taught, had long 
betui a desideratum in “ ^lateria ]\Iedica.’' 


Thcn-e are in tlu* country of Adal twt) varieties; 
one, a low thorny raggc'd-looking tri'e, with 
bright green leaves, trifoliolate, juid an un- 
dulating edge, is that which has l)een described 
by Ehrcnberg, and a wood-cut of which wall 
be found in page 1()‘2}) of the second volume of 


ereira s 


lements of Mah'ria IMedica.” 


produces the finest sort of myrrh in our shops. 
The other is a more .leafv tree, if I may use* the 


('xpression, and its appeliianee remiiuk'd me excecal- 


ingly of the cominon haw thorn of home, having 
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the same largely serrated, dark green leaves, grow- 
ing in bunches of four or five, springing by several 
little leaf-stalks from a common centre. These 
bunches are arranged alternately around the branch, 
at the distance of half an inch ^om each other, 
but varying with the age and size of the branch. 
The young shoots appear to be these sessile 
bunches, which, more luxuriant in their growth, 
project their axis into one long common foot-stalk, 
around wliich the leaves are tluai arranged singly, 
exactly, if I remember riglit, as do the yoiaig shoots 
of the hawthorn, the termiimtions of which, like 
in the myrrh-tree, decaying, leave strong thorns. 
The flowers are small, of a ligiit green colour, 
hanging in pairs beneath tli(^ leaves, and in size 
and shape resemble very much the flowers of our 
gooseberry-tree. According to the system of 
Linmrus, witli wliicli alone I am accpiainted, it 
belongs to the' class octandria, order monog^Tiia, 
the eight stamens being alt(Tnately long and short, 
the former corresponding to the four ])artial clefts 
in the edge of tlio one-leafed cah x. The fruit is a 
kind of berry, that, wlnm lipe, easily throws otf 
the dry shell in t\vo pieces, and the two seeds it 
contains, escape. The oiitm* bark is thin, trans- 
parent, and easily d('taclied, the inner thick, woolly, 
and, if cut witli a knife, appears to abound witli 
vessels, from the divided extremities, of which a 
yellow turbid fluid (the giffei myrrli) immediately 
makes its appearance. This, if wiped off upon 
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paper, leaves a gi^asy stain, like oil would do. 
Naturally the gum exudes from cracks in the bark 
of the trunk near the roots, and flows freely upon 
the stones immediately underneath. Artificially, it 
is obtained by bruises made with stones. Iron 
instruments are never employed to produce the 
wound, not from any ])rcjudice, I believe, but from 
the scarcity of that metal, and the great care taken 
of their weapons by the Dankalli, and from finding, 
perhaps, that a blow given with a stone occasions a 
broader iajury to tlic bark, and that- tlie gum 
exudes more plentifully in consequence. The 
natives collect it princi})ally in the hot months of 
July and August, but it is to be found, though in 
very small quantities, at other times of the year. It 
is collected in small kid-skins, and taken to Errur, 
where the Hurrah merchants, when tlu'vpass through 
that countiy on tlieir way home from 81ioa, pur- 
chase it. An equal quantity of tobacco is given in 
exchange for it. The Hurrah merchant conveys it 
to the great annual market at Bcrberah, from whence 
great quantities are shipped fi)r India and Arabia. 

Duiing our search for the myrrh, 1 often came 
upon the gum Arabic mimosa, with its little 
black thorn, very different from the long wdiite- 
thorned varietv from w'hich I obtained some of 
tlie red gum. Gum Arabic, when taken from the 
tree, is soft, and of an agreeable taste, something 
resembling very young wheat in the ear, and must 
be a nutritious and pleasant food. The Dankalli 
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seemed to be perfectly aware of ‘its demulcent effect 
in allaying thirst, and insisted that in the absence 
of ^vater, it was a sufficient substitute. AVhen I 
thought upon the numerous instances of benevolent 
adaptations for our ha[)piness and convenience in 
other more ffivoured spots, I could not help reflect- 
iiig, experienced as I was in tlie scanty resources of 
a desert, liow much more striking, in sucli situa- 
tions, were these extraordinary pro^'isions against 
human sutfd'ing in cases of extrc'inity. 

On returning to tlu' camp my att('nti©n was di- 
rected to a singular plu'uonn'non. hlxactly over head 
was a large circular cloud, like a iiiigc* shield, in 
the c('ntre of whicli tlie sun shone with a subdued 
light, a brilliant boss. The outer circle or edge of 
the cloud nas of a bright sihi'r colour, then a 

narrow band of dull yellow, and the n'lnainder. 

• * 

until it reached the bright centre, Avas as black as a 
heav) tlmiuhT-cloud. Its diameter Avas about one- 
fourth of the sky. In about an hour it gradually 
disa])peared, leaving foi- a short time afterwards a 
perh ctly circular rainbow around the sun, at the 
distance of its original circumfennice. I obsevAcd, 
that although the sun sec'ined to shine very brightly, 
as if through an aperture in the centre of this 
singular appearance, it cast no shadoAV, and also 
that the air Avas much cooUt during its continuance. 
It fnxpiently occurs in Adal, and appears to dept'nd, 
like the halo around the moon, upon the moisturi' 
in the atmosphere. 
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A geograpliical discussion on tlie situation of 
Hurrah and Abaslia concluded the day, and after 
superintending the cooking of one of tlie guinea- 
fowls, I turned into my hut, for supper and then to 
bed. Thunder, lightning, and rain seemed to pro- 
mise an uncomfortable night, but after a short heavy 
shower, I was agreeably disappointed by its clearing 
up and continuing hue for the rest of the nijbt. 

April TM . — Left Koranhedudali, or “ the Plain 
of Kavens,” by sunrise, onr march continuing along 
the banks ttf* a small river flowing towards the south- 
east into the new lake of Doweleeka. A day or two 
before 1 laid been told, as somctliing ])('culiar, tliat 
we should cross such a wut(‘r-cours('. It a])pcared 
to be a permanently-running ah'r, for tlie trt'es on 
either bank w('re of an unusual size, and some of 
them of a novel characte]’, l>ut I had no opportunity 
of examining them closely. ILuing forded the 
stream where it flowed over a broad surtace of ra- 
th(U’ large stones, some of which Averi'iiot covered by 
the water, AA'e entered an extensive plain, abounding 
with a rank coarse' grass, amidst the tufts of whicli 
wc travelled for lunirh' three' hours, passing a 
dese'i'tcd kraal, Avith numerous broken stone en- 
closures for folding the' young of the flock. 

Numerous kairiis Avere also Aisible. It Avas very 

¥ 

evident that at some seasons this plain Avas a 
lavourite resort of the Bedouins, anel, in fact, .. 
after another hour’s march, eluring Avhich avc e rossed 
two or three narrow brooks, Ave came suddenly 
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upon a number of native huts, situated on a ridge 
of lava, which here, as in several other places in 
the plain, protruded through the clayey soil. 

This encampment belonged to the tribe of my 
Ply Soumaulee friends, and Avere the first huts of 
the natives I had seen during my journey. There 
were about tAventy or thirty of them, but Ohmed 
MahoAed, Avith great gravity, informed me that tlie 
name of the dty Avas IL'rlif^Avlee, tli(' plain around 
being called Taikhee. On my expressing a Avish to 
see the interior of one of the mansicais, a verv 
handsome nice-looking girl, to Avlioni Ohmed 
Mahomed a])plied, immediately assented, and took 
me to tier father’s, 1 suppose*, for on our arriA^al 
there Avas no one to lx* seen but an old gentleman, 
nearly blind, ife Avas busily employed stirring 
with a stick some kind of grain, Avliich Avns boiling 
in a red cartheiiAvare pot over the tii’(\ The house 
itself AA'as exactlv the same, as some' 1 had seen at 
Berberah, about tAvclve fi'et long by six in breadth 
and height, consisting of a frame of bent tAvigs, OAcr 
Avhich Avere tliickh' laid mats of tin* })alm leaf, suf- 
ficient to throAv off the rain, Avbilst entire leaves of 
the same tree, placed perpendicularly, closed the 
farther extnunity. The fire-phu^e Avas a small circle 
of stones, occupying the one-half of the entrance 
end, and Avhich portion aaus also protected by a 
shielding of palm-leaves, whilst the other half Avas 
left open to serve as a door. There was nothing 
like furniture in the place, except a flat stone reared 
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against the side of the room, which, from its mealy 
appearance, was evidently used as a mill. From 
the roof was hung one of the large water-tight 
baskets of the common construction, containing, I 
presume, the family riches of tobacco, beads, bits 
of paper, coloured rags, and lumps of shecp’s-tail 
fat. Very few nativ(;s interrupted me in my ex- 
amination, as they evidently thought I was fasci- 
nated with the beautiJPof their handsome sister; 
and this little ('X])erienco was of service to me, for 
afterwards-^ when, us was always the case, I tlid not 
want to be troubled with tlie numerous beggars 
who, in populous disti’iets, besiege the traveller 
with recpie.sts for c\'er) thing they see, I used 
to station at tlie entrance of my lint one of their 
women, and it \vas seldom, or never, that the 
men would tluni intrude, and if they did, some 
trifle, or a word from my keeper, always sent them 
away. The husband or the fatlier of the woman, 
however, alway s came up on leaving our halting- 
place to recci\ e tlie gift which n as expected for the 
services performed, and which, of course, when I 
came to understand their customs hotter, I took care 
to reserve for them. T'he truAidler nill generally 
find that the okh'v his dinmna is, the more relief 
and rest he will obtain after his journey, for she 
will take care to keep away all intruders, and it is 
laughable to obser'*o the abuse or threats they 
indulge in, whenever the younger girls come peeping 
and ninning about. A few needles, a piece of 
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,bliie Surat cloth for the head, and anotlier for their 
principal male friend, is all and more than they 
expect; whilst the freedom from annoyance and 
constant watchiiij^, which is secured by this pro- 
ceeding, is of great service to the traveller afh'r 
the tiitigue of a long day’s journey. 

The plain of ladvliee, at that part of it whc>re W(' 
were, appears to have been oiiC(' a similar valley to 
that we had travelled aloS^ during the three last 
days, but it has been completely filled up, with tlic 
deposited sediment of the numerous small strc'ams 
in this lU'ighboiiihood. to th(' lieight of the lava 
plateau through which these wide and dc'O]) fissures, 
luiA e originally radiat('d. 

The country around extending in one wide plain, 
advantage had been taken of the little eininenc(.‘, 
near which tlu‘ huts w<'re enacted, to form a kind 
of small solid look-out, about tiitCH'ii f'ct high, 
built of loose stones, and used on occasions of 
anticipated invasion, by t]ie inhabitants of ller- 
howlee. who could lu're ke(‘)) watch and aniioimce 
the approach of danger. Ohnied Mahomed ami 
two of my Uy Soumaulee escort took nu' to its 
summit, to point out tin' ditferent distant eininencf's 
visible from it. llcfore us, to tin* soutli, lay (he 
extensiv(‘ plain of lAikhee, over which was just 
discernible, at tin) distance of at least fifty miles, 
the high hills of (ioror, near the town of Hurrah, 
where the cofh'e brought to llcrberah is largel\ 
cultivated. Turning towards the north we could 
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perceive tlie abrupt termination of the' flat topped 
lava ridges, about the river of Killaloo ; whilst to 
the south-west was the valley of Gaiel, through 

which ^lo^^'ed the uaters of Errur on to Killaloo. 

> 

To tlic west the plain extended to the Hawash, 
near to wliieli Avere tAvo hills, Avhoso tops Avere 
just visible, called lliliilloo and Abhidah. 

In the evening 1 Avcuit Avith 1 limyah and Ohmed 
Medina after some an^lop(‘s, but could not get 
near enough to' them ; hoAvever, avc roused a large 
velloAv-cohmred snake, of at least five feet in length, 
that, unseatlied bA mv hurried shot at liim, Avent 
hissing liot, into liis boh' under a clump of grass, 
nor did lie c('ase making tlu' noist', until tlie last of 
his tail had disajipeared, just in time to escape 
being |)inclied off, b)' the butt-end of a spear, Avhich 
Avas struck at it by Ohmed Medina. 

At llcrlioAvlee, avc Avere unfortunate enough to 
meet Avith a nuuiAvay slave, b('longing to Ohmed 
iVIahomed. lie Avas a great rascal, and Ids master 
Avould rather, that lu' had not made his ai)pearance. 
ilis name Avas Allc('. and liaving liAC'd for the last 
six niontlis Avith tin* Iledouins, liad acquired some- 
Avhat of their Avildiu'ss. I suspt'cted him, from the 
great intimacy that si'cmed to ('xist betAA'ecii him 
and Garahmee, and lu‘ aa'us just that kind of 
character, that miglit be made the instrument of an 
unscrupulous man. 

VOL. 1. K 
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Staying at Ilcrhowlce. — Dankalli sell tlieir fonialc children for 
slaves. — Pillar of sand and elouj of tire indications of rain.' — 
Engage e.scort of thirty Tly Souinanloe. Comparison hetwoen 
modern Dankalli and ancient Blcmmyos. — A)yt’il 2C}fh, Journey 
from Ilcrhoudoe to Barradudda, general direction S.S.W. ; 
time inarching two houns. — Description of halting-place. — • 
Reliffious discussion with Ohmed Medina. 


April 24M. — A beautiful moniiiig, air fresh and 
cool, and I was disappointed at there being no 
start. AVe tAerc staying, I Ix'lit've, to give the 
camels a rest. All tliis day I kept in my hut 
amusing mystlf by projecting a map from the 
information I had recei\ed of the surrounding 
country, including Owssa and tlie lakes of the 
Hawash. On showing it to Ohmed Medina for liis 
confirmation of the [tarticulars, he was much 
pleased with tlie attt'inpt, and bt'ggcd me to make 
a copy for him. I'his map quite restored me to his 
good opinion, a.s to the extent of my knowledge, 
which hud been somewhat shaken by my ignorance 
of the vegetable, he had gathered for me the day 
before, and which turned out to be most excellent. 
I should observe, that I have since learnt that it 
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is the common Baijee of Indian bazaars, and 
Ohmed IVIcdina was quite right therefore in the 
statement he made of its being a favourite food of 
the Banyans, and it indicated no little observation 
on his part, to have noticed that circumstance. 

Garahmee to-day left us to pay a short visit to 
his family, who lived in a kraal some miles to the 
north, in tlie direction of Owssa. ^Vs he ('xpected* 
a present u])ou the occasion, 1 gave him a couple 
of coloured haiidkuTchiefs for In's two wives. It is 
very seldoln (hat a Dankalli Bedouin has more 
than one lieljwnate ; but Garahmee, making great 
pretensions to a godly life, like a pious^rahomedan, 
had addend aiiotlu'r wif(‘ to his ('stablishment. The 
precepts of his religion Ix'iiig so far ])ractiscd, his 
virtue was rewarded, by the profit arising from 
the sale of liis more numerous otfs])ring: having 
just been to Tajourah, to conclude a bargain for his 
youfigest and only remaining daughter, lie had 
on previous occasions disposed of two elder ones, 
and*beforche h'ft TIerbowlee, lu' canu' to nu^ again 
and offered for three dollars, to bring me the 
(laughter (jf some friend who, lie said, had one to 
dispose of, but 1 have no doubt, he intended to 
steal the girl, had I consented to the business. 

To-day I witnessed a very interesting proof of 
the great similarity betwemi the climate and 
physical character^ '* this country, and that through 
which Moses led the Israelites in their flight from 
Egypt. About a sudden stir among the 

s *2 
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Kafilali people, induced mo to leave my hut to see 
what could be the matter ; every one was running 
about for mats and skins, with ^vhicii they covered 
in a great hurry the heaps of salt bags, that 
surrounded the encampment. I'hose who had 
charge, of the stores of the Embassy, were equally 
busy in ]U’otecting the boxes and jiackagcs, from a 
^torm w^hich was fast apjiroaching, for on looking 
towards the cast F saw^ with astonishment, the sky 
in that direction ({uite dark, witli one ^ ast cloud of 
^\ind, and the red sand borne up before it. Its 
rotary motion Avas very e\ident, although the 
W'liirhvind, as it i-eally was, was too large and too 
near to be sec'ii distinctly as a st'parate body, which 
it might haxc bet'u at some little distance. It 
advanced towards the camj) at llu' rat(' of aliouf 
ten or txvelve mih's an hour, but as numbers w ere 
now shouting to me to get under cover, and I did 
not know exactl\‘ what ('tiects to anticipate, I 
made a dive into my hut, and xvrapjnng my In-ad 
and fac(' u]) in my handkerchh'f to prevamt inhaling 
more of the tine sand than couki be avoided, I 
axvaited the result. In a lew moments aftcn’wards. 
the strength of the xvind passed over us, whirling 
the roof of my hut, along with tin' mats coxering 
the salt, high up in tlie air, and scattering tln'in l‘ar 
and xvide oxer the ]jlain. 'I’he heavy stones that 
had been placed upon them to prevent such an 
occurrence being rolled off, sometimes upon the 
prosirate Kafilah men, wEo lay under the sides of the 
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salt heaps, which they had hoped would have 
served as a kind of shielding from the blinding 
and choking sand. A few drops of rain, and some 
distant claps of thunder, accompanied this phe- 
nomenon. In a few minutes, the sky clearing, the 
short silence of the cam[) gave way to a burst of 
shouting and laughing, as thv people chasf'd the 
retiring column, in pursuit of their hying mats and. 
ropes. T got out of my retrc'at, and saw moving 
towards the W('st, an immense ])illar of sand, 
reaching from ('arth to heav('n, in form and size 
exactly lik(' tlu' huge water-spouts T have seen out 
at sea, off the island of ( V'ylon. 

On asking Olimed Ar('dina respecting thes(‘ sand 
spouts, and uliether tlu'y w(“re common in Adal, 
he told me, that sometiiiH's Iwonty or thirty of 
tifem, might b(' seen at once upon extensive plains 
which admitted of tlieir formation, and :uld(‘d, that 

M' 

they were always accom])ani('d by rain, and with tlie 
sheet lightning in the horizon by night, and that tlu'se 
signs, dirc'cted tlu' Ih'douins to situations, wliere 
tliey would not fail to hnd water for their hocks. 
This was a most int('resting fact for me to h'arn, 
evidently proving, as it does, that the goodness of 
heaven was not especially devoted to the comfort and 
happiness of the lsra<'lites alone, as with some little 
national vanity, and more ignorance of natural 
phenomena, these |)eoi)le have ascribed the pre- 
sence of the pillar of a cloud by day. and the 
l)illar of hre by |^|||t, to be, imagining them to 
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have been solely created for the pm^pose of 
dii’ecting them in their wanderings through the 
Avilderness. We iind, however, that in Adal the same 
benevolence has there provided for the Dankalli 
Bedouin, similar indications for his convenience, in 
a country Adhere water is only occasionally found, 
Moses, veiT properly led the Israelites to believe 
these si^ns to b(', as thev reallv are, miracles of 
mercy exerted in the bc^lnilf of man, and Avhich 
still prove, as in the time of that great leader, 
that the liand of (iod is aluays stn^tched over his 
creatures, to ])reserve them in siliiations, wlier(' 
otherwise, they would be exposed to gn-at pri- 
j'ations. 

All the e\{'ning, Ohmed Medina and Ohmed 
Mahomed wert' engaged in a g’reat conncil ; the 
men of llerliowlee and of tlie Kafdah, forming 
one great circle, lietueen the Ailiiige and onr 
encampment. Immediatel}' on our arrival the 
best nnderstaiidiiig had been established between 
us, and after tlie first sinprise occasioned b}' mv 
a])pearance lijid worn away, 1 was ]-ec('ived by the 
inhabitants of the Aill.agc', on the same familiar 
terms as other people of tlie Kalilah, and soim- 
tiuK's visited them in tlieir bons(^s. Here medicine 
was ill great demand, and frequcntl}' asked for in 
exchange, foi tin' milk and butter which were offered. 

The caus(‘ of tlie calahm this evi'ning I found, 
Avas tlie circumstance becoming known to our 
lias 111 Kafilali, that a sqjjj^us quarrel existed 
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between the Hy Soumaulee and the Wahama, the 
next tribe on our route to Shoa. As the treatment 
of Mahomed Alice, who was a Wahama, when last 
in Tajourah, had been exceedingly unfriendly, his 
tribe had determined to resent it, and threatened a 
very hostile reception, to future Tajourah Kafilahs 
passing through their country. All this we had 
been made aware of, when we met the Kafilah of 
Mahomed Alice at Sagagalulali, and Ohmed 
M ahomc'd felt 'a coiTcsponding anxiety, until he was 
somcwhat*relic\ cd, by linding that his friends, the 
Hy Soumaulee, had also a rpiarn'l with the same 
tribe. A large council was accordingly called 
together this evening, to determine upon a com- 
bined mode of proceeding, to ensure a safe passage 
through tlie country of our common enemy. 

The result was, that an additional escort of thirty 
,Soumaul(‘(' "wc're engag('d, wlio wei e to receive 
for fheir servici's four dollars each man. to be paid 
on our arrival in Shoa. After it was idl settled, I was 
reqiK'sted to give, the security of my ]n’omis(' for its 
payment ; and as 1 was convinced that any ('xpense 
really necessary to secun' the safety of the stores, 
would be readily paid on tlu' terinination of our 
journey by the ^lission in Shoa, I did not hesitate 
to assure them, that tliey would certainly receive, 
on our arrival, ivhat I considered to be, their very 
moderate demand. I'lie lly Soumaulee expressed 
themselves satisfied, and two-thirds of the retpiired 
number were ini^<|diatel\ enlisted, who, after giving 



264 


UNANIMITY IN THE CALAHM. 


their names to be enrolled in my note-book, 
hastened to their homes, to make somc^ prepara- 
tions for the journey. 

April ‘ihth . — AVe were obliged to remain at 
IlerliowUM' all this day, to allow of some jowahree 
biscuit being prepared, for the use of the new escort 
upon the road. Numerous deliberative calahms 
were held during tlie day, for tlu' Dankalli ])eople 
cannot do tlie least public business, without having 
a succession of tlu'se council-niec'tings to det(!rmine 
upon the best course to be ad()})t('d. ^ 

In tliese calahms, it is usual for vxvry one to sit 
down ill a large circle, liolding before liim his 
shield, over tlie top of which tlie face alone is 
visible. In the right hand tiny hold th<' spear 
upright, its butt-i'ud resting iqxni tho ground. 
Eacli has a voice in the assi'inhly. hut it is very 
seldom that mori' than two or thnx' of them speak, 
and the advice of the elders jippears to have the 
greatest iiiflncnc('. AVhen any ditference of o])inion 
arises, tlie part}' in tlie minority new'r endeavours 
to argue, but either remains silent or retiri's from 
the circh', so that the greatest unanimity always 
prevails. In case of very different opinions being 
supjKU’ted by influential men, 1 liu\(} seen the two 
parties divide into separate rings. kach discuss 
their own })articular views, and subsequent con- 
ferences of the chiefs of eitln'r side then determine 
the course of action to be adopted. During the 
whole proceedings the greatest care is taken to 
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avoid a quarrel. If, however, party feeling should 
run unusually higli, the precaution of a general 
peace asscnihly is resorted to both before* and after 
the discussion, when (uery man takes an oatl) upon 
the Koran not to injure the others, so that whilst 
a numb('r ot tribes are combined together in any 
general business, it A('ry rarely happens that a 
quarrel takes place among th('m. 

AVith rospt'ct to the usual attitude of these people, 
when sitting iti {-onversation, or in council, their 
faces just'appeai'ing abo^■(' the np])er ('dge of their 
shi('lds, it struck me tliat very probably, this might 
have given occasion, for tin* rejuesentations made of 
an hithi(i})ian ])eo])ie who liad no lieads. l.mt whose 
eyes and months wen* placed upon their Itreasts. 
No other reason can he found to account for the 
described ap])earauc(' of the rdemmyc's. and those 
who have seem the Dankalli sitting behind their 
slifelds, cither in council or in battle array, must 
adfint. 1 think, the probabilitx that this national 
and cliaiacteristic custom was the foundation of 
tlie:anci(*nt n'porl. 

April — All tin* !ly Soiunanlee being ready 
to start, our Katihdi moved oft' the ground about 
sunrise. I marciK'd in coni])any uith Ohmed 
Alcdina and our numerous ('s('ort, over a rich well- 
watered country for tuo hours, till we fUTived at 
the commencemeiA of a large plain, flanked by flat- 
topped lava ridges, where? it was again resolved to 
halt for the day. 'I’he plain was called Jlarradudda. 
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and afforded excellent and abundant forage for the 
cainels. 

It was a beautiful spot Avhicli was selected for the 
encain])ment, the whole surface of the earth being 
one extensive green sward of fresh young grass. 
Mimosa-trees there grew' to an extraordinary height, 
festooiK'd from the topmost branches wnth a many- 
flowered climbing plant, which extending from tree 
to tree, formed a continued suite,' of the coolest 
bowers. Tin' alitu. also offered its tliick shade of 
round velvet-like leave's, fn)m amidst Uvhich its 
short wliite trunk, seemed to repre'seut the painted 
tent-pole of some bright gn'i'ii pavilion, of the 
richest luate'rial. Dovc'S in all directions fled 
startled at our approach, only to n'turn immedi- 
ately, with louder cooing, to flu* (piickly-remeni- 
bered care of their yonng, who, in tiiit slightly- 
built nests of’ dr\’ sticks and grass, lay crowding 
to the centre, as if awai'e of the insecurity^of 
their frail-built homes. Hares in great numbers 
bounded from beiu'ath our feet, and after ruuning 
a fcAv yards, Avould turn to gaz(^ again u])on the; 
intruders on the quiet of their retn'ats, wliilst the tall 
stalking bustard scaredy deigned to notice our 
arrival, but seemingly intent u})on his beetle hunt, 
slowly removed himself from the increasing noise. 

1he scene Avas particularly inviting to me after 
the stones and sand of the previous fcAV days’ 
journey, and although our march this morning had 
not been long, 1 avus not sorry to learn the deter- 
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mination of the Has ul Kafilali to remain here for 
the clay. I soon got my carpet and mat.s arranged, 
borrowed a wooden pilloAv for my head, and with 
two or three of the new escort on one side, and 

f ^ ^ 

Ohmcd ^Medina on tlu' other, had a long conversa- 
tion, as we lay under the trees, upon tlie subject of 
religion. 1 endeavoured to make Ohmed Medina 
unck'rstand what a good Christian his Prophet 
Mahomed was, Avhich was duly interpreted to the 
amused il(;douins, n lio all sat \’ery j)atiently in an 
attitmh' of attention, until sufficient novel matter 
had been understood by OIiukhI Medina, to interest 
them in tin? recital. 

There are h'w interesting subjects, respecting 
which so litth' is genorally known, as the ]Malio- 
medan reli<>:ion. It professes a belief in one true 
and only (iod; and Islamism. apart from the rule 
of life instituted by Mahomed, was professed by 
Abraham, by Isaac, and, according to my opinion, 
wliich is of no value', but as satisfactory to my 
own conscience, was also taught by .Jesus and his 
disciples. 'I’liat our Saviour will appear again, is the 
cherished liope of every enlightened Maliomedan, 
and he glories in affirming that all tlie inhabitants of 
the world will then l)econie bis followers. I'his is so 
general an itU'a, that even the ignorant iSlahomedans 
of the East, firml}’ believe that the .^Vmhara, or 
Christian populat’ >n, of A1.)yssinia, will at a 
future time seize iSlecca, and destroy the temple. 
Somethii|^^imilar to this is the expressed feai* 
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of the Turks at the present day, that the Fe- 
ringees will ultimately take Constantinople, and 
put down their religion. Both these popular ideas 
originate from the same source, as that which 
directs the learned Islam Mollum to ex])ect the 
coming of Jesus; a tradition respecting Mahomed, 
who is stated to have confessed, that inasmuch as 
that Christ was not dead hut li\ing, and w'ould 
come again, he n as superior to liimself, who was 
mortal and should die, like other men. 

The numerous and fast exhauling sect, thf' M haah- 
becs, act up to this admission, and not only are they 
careful, to avoid all allusions to Mahomed in their 
prayers, hut atl'ect to maki' iiiterc('s>«ion in his 
behalf, by })raying that (hxl Avill forgive' hiin hi^ 
great sins; for not onlv thev. but all other 
Mahomedans admit that their T’rophet was so far 
from being immaculate', that he' free|uently violate'el 
the laws wliicl! he himse'lf had promulgatc'd as 
coming dire'ct from Allah. 'I'he AVhaa.hbe'es. who 
are iShahomeelan I nitarians, a few years baek. 
overran all Arabia, eh'stroye'd the' tomb e.)f 
Muhome'el in i\le'elina, and we're abeeut to act in 
a similar manner towarels the' temple' in .Me'e'ea. 
'I’he first man, howeve'r, who had mountcel the' 
roof for this j)ur])ose, hy seane aecielent, was 
precipitate'd to the greeunel aiiel kilh'd. 'L'his lemkeel 
so like a judgme'nt, that the zeal of these informers 
abated considerablv, and be'ing soon after driien 
out^ the Iledjas, and in some measure suppressce I . 
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by Mahomed Alice Pacha, this famous shrine 
escaped, for some short time, that destruction which 
I hope yet to see accomplislied. 

I need ^not ('liter into details of our interesting 
conyersation, which only terminated witli the setting 
sun. All afternoon we lay di.s(‘ussing matters of 
religion until it was fully understood hy all that 
I was a Christian \M)aabb('(' ; and Ohmed Medina 
taking hold of my heard, drew it gently through 
his hand, as he' said, that an Ahkeem with such 
a])romise t)f wisdom as that, ought to he altogether 
a -Mnssulman." ‘‘ Thou almost persuadest me to be a 
Christian,” would have' been a more gratifying spi'cch 
from mv Islam coiuuauion. but I am no St. Paul. 

I ' 

In my iiote.s upon this conversation, I have 
remarkc'd that it is my firm coiniction that the 
beliiwers in one (iod, who live according to the 
moi^ prcc('])ts of the n'ligion of .lesus. is the sect 
to whom is reserved, the gloi} »>f reuniting in one 
laith, the present divided family of man, ITiitari- 
anism, is the fore-c'oniing shadow of this to be 
universally acknowh'dgc'd belief, and all who 
profess its tenets should ri'tlect, upon the important 
object committed to their aguncy, tuid encouraged 
by the high hope, that must ri'sult from their 
thoughts upon the subji'ct, tluu will perhaps 
increase their endt'avours to s])read more widely, 
the ])rinciples of fahh which they ])rofess. 

T'liis observati^i is in.vrted solely as a matter ol 
what I conceivelto be duty; I hope, therefore, that 
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thus recording niy conviction, a bearing testimony 
to what the natural education of circumstances has 
taught me to believe to be the truth, will not be 
charged as presumption; especially when I feel 
assured that niy omitting it, would be an act of 
the grossest ingratitude to my constant Guide and 
Guard, who has led and preserved me, through no 
ordinary difficulties and dangers. 
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CHAPTER XVIIl. 

(Stayiug at Barraclmlda. — — VNahiiuI myself by accidental 
discharge of gun. — Bedouin skinnisli.' — ’Mode of warfare among 
Dankalli. — (Joiriponsation foi- wounds and injured property. — 
Peace re-cMablishod. 


During the evi'niiig- of our first day’s halt at 
Barradudda, a ])arty of the women of Ilerliowlcc 
came into eani[), Ix'iiriiig; upon their loins, in the 
visual fashion, larm- skins of milk. They had 
followed the Katilah. upon hearing' tliat we had 
halted at so short a distanei'. I canu' in for a 
^are of tluhr delicious burden, and certainly 
among the many discomforts of a wandering desert 
life, the constant supply of rich sweet curdled 
milk, which forms the princijial food of the natives, 
compensates somewhat for the compulsatoi’y absti- 
nence of an educated stomach, from the cooked 
viands, and other creature comforts attendant upon 
civilization, (hie woman, for a handful of tobacco, 
brought me a kid skin, containing about a quart 

of camel’s milk. This is of a ^'erv different 

* 

character, to that of cattle, sheep, or goats, and 
as it never affords, |ny cream, is never mixed with 
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the produce of these for the purpose of making 
butter. It is a favourite drink of* the Dankalli, 
from its medicinal virtues, being a gentle aperient. 
It is a light and agreeable hcA erage, having very 
little body, as connoisseurs are accustomed to say 
AA’hen speaking of their Avines. C-amcls yield milk 
at all hoiu’s, and not merely at the stated morning 
and evening’s milkings ^ the docks, Avhich is 
a great recommendation of thes(.' animals to a 
Dankalli f;nnii}\ 

On turning in for the night, Alh'c' the iSecond 
sat* at the entrance of my hut, telling me a long 
tale of the luxuries of Owssa. diit(s. milk, and 
Avheaten bread, and nothing to do hut sle(']) and 
eat, and eat and sleep, lieseenu'd to think that if 
there Avere Paradise upon earth, it A\ as >.ituat< d iii 
this particular part of Africa.; hut 1 exp(‘(t that 
the poets of (in'cce and Koine, hi'ld a mori' correct 
opinion, Avhen they made it tlu' kingdom of hell, 
for 1 am convinced myself, that Avhen they send 
their heroes to the infernal regions, they arc ordv 
describing some joiirncv, made into tliis dangi'i’ou'- 
and dc'sert-sjnead continent. The ])Uinshm('nts of 
Tantalus, or the mirage*; of Sisjplius, or tlu* 
Avhirlwind of sand; and of Ixion for his amour 
Avith a cloud, or the* necessity of continuallv 
revolving water-wlu'els, to irrigate* e\en the most 
favoured spots ; all tenet to e'emnee't .\frica, in m\ 
opinion Avith the he'll of mythological histen v ; 
^nd the natural phenomena there witnessed are the* 
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foundations, of the highly-coloured figurative punish- 
ments awarded to the guilty, who were supposed 
to be banished to those dreary and unhappy deserts, 
in contradistinction to the abode of the blest in the 
beautiful and luxuriant garden of the ITesperides, 
the elysiiim of the AVest. 

April 27M.. — Banadiidda was too abundant of 
forage and water to ad^it of our leaving to-day, 
so we rennained, much to my discomfort, for I 
foimd the little bug-like tics, as grc'at admirers of 
beautiful scem'ry as onrsedves, and seemed on this 
spot to be collected in myrirtds. 'I'hey constitute, 
1 shoiild think, a veay efiici('nt remedy for the 
bad effects of too much blood being made by 
animals, wbo otherwise might suffer from the 
unlimited indulgence in good food, this place 
admits of. 

After writing out a fiuv notes on the conversation of 
yilterday with Ohmed Medina, I st>t about cleaning 
carbiiK'. Having drawn the charge of both 
barrels, as I sup]K)sed, 1 put caps u]mn the nipple, 

and to show how little was to be fi'ared b om the 

^ ... 

detonation of these' alone, uhich the surrounding 
Bedouins thought quite as dangerous as ball and 
powder, I put my hand very bravely to the muzzle 
of the gun. On pulling the trigger, however, 
much to my surprise, I blew my hand into the 
mouth of a gaping Bedouin, who, with some 
others, sat iippn their heels watching all mj 
movements, uml it came to the explosion, witl 
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very evident interest. Fortunately, the only injury 
I received was a severely contused burn of the 
whole of the palm of my hand, but the Bedouins 
thinking I must be killed ^outright rushed from the 
hut in a great hurry ; IVIoosa dropped the bullet 
he held in his hand, another, the pow^der of the 
only barrel it appeared, that I had drawn the 
complete charge of wh^st cacli of the others 
seemed anxious to get as far aw ay as he possibly 
could. The fellow' whom I had upset, rolled over 
and over in jui agony of mind, in too great a 
hurry, to get on his legs and run. 

Ohmed Maliomed, and Olimed Medina, expecting 
the worst from tlie stir that w'as so suddenly occa- 
sioned, came witli two or three of the Tajourali 
people to my aid. as soon as they could snatch 
up their spears and sliields, for the commotion 
rush to arms had now become general. Qji^t, 
however, was soon restored upon my endeavo^hg 
to laugh at the accident, as my friends came 
up, and wlio certainly wcuo very sorry to see the 
state of my hand, the extent of injury to which 
I could not ascertain, so contractc'd w'ere my 
fingers over the palm. Ilimyah, the matchloc]|^ 
man, was the only one who enjoyed the accidenji 
and he laughed with most unrestrained mirth, 
he pointed to the cut on his clieek, not yet cure(| 
and called my attention to the fact, of ^y having 
laughed as immoderately, ou the occasion of hi| 
^accident, as he did now, at mine. Ha^g washed 
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the wound with the hot water Zaido had prepared 
for the purpose of cleaning my gun, a poultice 
wa||.made with some biscuits that remained, and 
binding it on the injured part I retired with 
gloomy anticipations of the morrow’s examination, 
expecting to find a most extensive injury done to 
the tendons of my hand. I (•oiild not help though 
being rnucli amused, nith the very-varying accounts 
of this accident, rchitcd by the Bedouins to their 
women, or strangers, wlto visited tlio camp. 

Among* other visitors, Avere six Wahamas, who 
came to make some proposition of jioace to the 
Ily Souniaulec; people, iind on Avhose account a 
long calahm was held, for tlirc'c or four hours 
during the dav. One of them had relations with 
old man and liis son, the wife of the former 
b(^ng the aunt of one of the \\ ahama, and after the 
clj^lim, the family party retiiijd together to the 
sh^e of a large mimosa tree, a few hundred yards 
from the camj), where they sat for some time in 
friendly conversation. 

About four o’clock, a sudden commotion among 
the Kafilah men. all rushing to spears and 
shields, and loud shouts of “ Ahkeem ! .Uikeeni ! ” 
awoke me from my siesta, .lumping up from my 
mat, I seized my firearms, and ran toAvards the 
place Avhere Ohnn^Aledina and Ebin Izaak Avere 
beckoning me to i|%e. In front, Avas a ctoaaxI of 
some tAvelve or J||j^'teen mQ|i fighting in the 
greatest desperata| ^ md so near to us, that the 

T 2 
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spears that were thrown almost struck the shields 
of those with whom I was sitting. About thirty 
yards beyond the combatants, who, in close %ht, 
were yelling, struggling, and falling, another line, 
consisting chiefly of my ily Soiimaulee escort, sat 
with their shields before them, in the same quiet 
spectator-like fashion as ourselves. I must observe, 
however, that Adam Hurrah and Moosa, as soon as 
they saw me in the lino with tlie Tajourali people, 
came from tlie opposite sid(', and sat clos(‘ in front 
of me. Ohmed Medina told me not to fiib, or take 
any part in the business except to take care of 
myself, as the quarrel was a priv.atc' one, and that 
no one would attack us, if we did not commence 
hostilities. To mak{‘ more secure against aii 
accident, Ebin Tzaak ko])t his hand on my right 
arm all the time, to pi'event me taking up eitlier of 
my guns that lay upon the ground on each side of 
me. 

During tli(3 fight I noticed, that occasionally oiio 
of the Kafilah men would spring up from? Ids 
sitting posture, and witii a loud sliout run towards 
the combatants, lie was invariably answered by 
one of the lly Soumaidee o})posit(*, who rushed to 
meet him ; so that in a short time, more than i 
double the number of the original fighters were 
engaged. 

The contest which was now taking place in my 
sight was an acti^l representation/ on a small 
scale, of the mode of fighting pr|^tised by the 
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Dankalli tribes. When two hostile bodies of 
these people meet, it is not usual for the whole to 
engage, but sitting down in two opposite lines at 
the distance of sixty or eighty yards from each 
other, they await the result, produced by tlie 
yelling, jumping, and speechifying of their leaders, 
who for this ])urpose stand up immediately in 
front of their men. 


At the intended attack upon our Kafilah at 
Wadalissan, by the Ihirsane Bedouins, Garahmcc, 
in additi(Wi to his duty of keeping the ^jcople 
squatting upon their heels, evidently recited some 
martial song, or speech, which at intervals, was 
responded to with loud yc'lls, and shaking of the 
spears in the dircftion of the enemy. 

A few becoming sufliciently excited by these 
means, they rush from t'ither side into the inter- 
jening .sjiace. d'he combat then c(mimences, by 
Jpih of these singling out his opponent and squat- 


ting opposite to him, in their usual attitude, at the 



a threatening manner, 


Balancing tlieir sjiears in 
they s})ar at each other 


for several minutes, until oiu' conceives he has a 


favourable opportunity of launching his spear, 
when, springing to his feet, he darts it with great 
force and precision. Seldom, however, any injiu’y 
is thus produced, for his wary antagonist, with 
his shield, dashes it a.side, and then endeavours 
to break by,^un^ing and stamping upon it, as it 
lies upon th^-^ifi^nd. He, in his turn, threatens 

■ 'a" * 
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with his weapon, his spearless opponent, who, 
bounding from side to side, in a stooping posture, 
endeavours to cover with his sliield his whole 
body, save the head, and thus gives no steady ol)ject 
for the aim of the coming missile. At length, 
the spear being thrown, probably with the same 
harmless effect, both snatch tlieir knives from 
their girdle, and rush with great impetuosity upon 
each other, throwing tlieir sliiidds to the ground 
to admit of their grappling with their left hands, 
whilst with the right they strike swift 9,nd heavy 
blows at the neck and into the left side, A few 
moments decide the murderous (*ontlict, and tlie 
loud shout of the victor, as he puslies from his 
front the heavy corpse of the slain, ])roclaims his 
success in the gladiatorial combat. 

During the tight, continual shouts of encmiragc- 

ment, or of di'rision, are raised b}' the non- 

combatants, Avho arc waiting only the stimulus 

revenge, on sei'ing a friend or lead(T killed, oi/to 

. . £ ■ 

be prompted by tin' (h'siri' to fissist some wouimcd 

companion, wlien they then rusli into the conflict, 
from their jirevious cfiuchant jiosition, in the rear. 
No sooner, howevcT, does any one spring forward for 
this pui’jiose, than he is met by some brave of thcf 
opposite side, who runs to encounter him. Some- 
times two or three, or even more, hasten for the 
.same purpose ; but corresponding opponents leap 
forward to engage liaud to hand jn a sue- 

'■ ^ ' 'W'‘^ ■ - • 

cession of duels, with those who ,^hew tins 
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anxiety to mingle in the fray. In this manner 
the excitement spreads, pair after pair enter 
the ensanguined lists, and new comers continue 
to lengthen out the contest, until one side exhausts 
its warriors, and tlie weak and cowardly of that 
party alone arc sitting in the rear. The victors 
now joined by their reserve fric'nds rush forward 
to attack these, and kill whoc^c'r resists, while 
the rest, throwing aside their spears and shields, fly 
for their lives'. 'J'hus te'rininates a sanguinaiy 
affair, fo^ of tin' nuinher of warriors actually 
engaged, one half, on the side of the defeated 
party, must b(‘ slain ; sometimes, with very little 
loss on the part of tlie victors. 

To return to tlie little battle in our front, I 
soon observed, that part of the latter comers up, 
instead of joining in the fight, w ere throwing their 
tobes across tlie arms of the combatants, 
gging tliem, one by one, out of tlio i7}elee, 
some being throwm viohmtly to the ground, in the 
e|pl|:s made by tlieir friimds to s('parate them. In 
a few minntes afterwards, four men burst from the 
crow'd, threw^ a^vay tlu'ir shiedds, tlieir spears had 
been broken previously, and ran at the top of their 
speed, in a direction towards the south. No one 
followed after to molest them, or to prevent their 
retreat, and the remaining combatants, who w’ere 
able to wa^*;^ returned to their respective sides, 
where they felivpa^ line as before. No attention, 
at the time, I^^^paid to the deep gashes, and 
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bleeding wounds, every one of them exhibited on 
some part of their bodies. 

The cause of the quarrel had been the attempt 
of one of the Wahamas, who had retired with two 
of our Kafilah men to some little distance from 
the camp, to appropriate to himself tlie shield of 
the old man, when the son of tlie latter had 
returned on some errand to the canq). The old 
man, however, still retained somc'what of the 
spirit of youth, and after a vain struggle to retain 
possession of the shield, suddenly let it go, but 
seizing a spear, hurled it at the thief, just as lie 
was making off with his prize. It was fortunate 
for him that the weapon was thrown with tlie 
trembling hand of age ; for as it was, it indicted a 
severe wound a little below' tlu' liiji, and hung 
trailing a moment or two betinf* it iell out. 

The man thinking himsidf more grii'vouslv hurt 
than he was, dro]>t tlie shield, and began ealli;i|g 
out “ AVahama, Waliama.’’ rushing at tbi' same tinii' 
with his drawn knif(‘ upon the old man. Tlu' son 
of the latter, who had returned oii the first alarm, 
ran to the resciu’ of liis father, whilst the AVahama 
people hastened to the assistance of their friend. 
A number of the Kafilah jx'ople, 11 y Soumauh'e 
and half-bloods, now mingh’d in the fray, wKilst 
those who knew' nothing of either ])arty, or were 
not relations, took no part beyond looking after 
their own safety. Aty escort, not knowing how' the 
affair would terminate, sat prepared f(^- any emer- 
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gency on one side, whilst the Kafilah people formed 
another semi-circular line opposite. It was evident, 
however, tliat both the fly Soumaulee and the 
Tajourah people were afraid of the consequences 
that migllt arise from any of the Wahama nego- 
tiators being killed ; and at length, after a message 
from Ginned Mahomed, in which he promised a 
tube to the (liief of the Ily Soumaulee, and some 
blue sood to his men, several of them laid aside 
their arms, and with tlieir twistc'd tubes managed, 
by main force, to drag asunder the contending 
parties, and in this manner restored peace. 

Settling this affair was a vc'ry serious business. 
Two of the A^'ahalnas Mere severely wounded, 
Hiniyah had got tin' muscles of the upper arm 
transtixed by a spear, and numbers of others had 
received sundry cuts, stabs, and scratches. Then 
tlS^e were broken sp('ars, lost knives, torn tobes, 
ai;M injured shields, for all of which compensation 
claimed. 

was desired to ijo to the assistance of the 
Wahama bv some of their friends, but both Ohmed 
Medina and Ohmed Mahomed insist('d on my not 
moving until the ])eac(' assembly had been con- 
vened. Some desis^n wasevidc'iitlv intended against 
my person by the determined Cutta " hvith w'hich 
Moosa and Adam Buriah sent away the fifieiids of 
the woundfd iden, and who woidd not have done 
so had they j^ot suspected something unfair. 
Heaven only knows what those intentions were; 
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but as tlie Wahamas desired nothing so much as to 
. see the Tajourah people foiled in any attempt to 
take up an English Kafilah to Shoa, and wliich they 
asserted could be only done by their own country, 
man Mahomed Alice, I dare say they would have 
attempted to assassinate me, to contribute so much 
to the discomtiturc of their hated rivals. Even 
the halt-bloods, who formed part of our own 
Kafilah, always disliked to converse, on the subject 
of the transmission of stores, through the country 
of Adal. Some pretcrenee and especiaj marks of 
favour bestowed upon Maliomt'd Allee by tlie 
Embassy and Salie Selasse, King of Shoa, seemed, 
in their minds, to have constituted a right of 
monopoly, as v('gard(.‘d this business, in Ins favour 
and that of Ins tribe. 

• . 

Nature’s last daily care, the star-spaugh'd curtain of 
night, was drawn around Ikm’ tumultuous ehildn'ii, 
and we all retired from tlu' sc(m(' of strite; my injured 
hand paining me much less than 1 could have antici- 
pated. Olinied Medina, Kbin Izaak, and fifteen or 
sixteen others, were now (Migagt'd in chanting a noisy 
zeker, whilst Obmed Mahomed, supported b}’ Mobsa, 
sat in a larg(' Cidalim of the Kafilah men and IJy 
Soumaulee until long <aft('r midnight, arranging the 
offerings or presents intended to be given as com- 
pensation to the injured in the late conflict. The 
two dying M^ahamas were lively enough upon this 
subject, and .although they could not join in the 
discussion, insisted on being placed on two mats in 
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the centre of tlie circle, instead of being carried, 
as was proposed, to Ilerhowlee. Their case was 
first discussed, and after a deal of arguing, five 
dollars’ worth of blue sood and a tobe each, was 
received hy them as satisfaction for their wounds, 
they undertaking also to accompany us through 
their own country, on purpose to obviate the effects 
of the evil reports it was expected their friends, 
who ran away from the conflict, would spread. A 
drawback from one of tlicse wounded men was one 
dollar’s,, wprth of sood, ])aid to Ilimyah for the 
wound in his arm. iiie old man on whose account 
the quarrel commenced had to pay for two spears 
and to receive one, in liem of whicli he consented 
to take OIK' of tlie^ sliie'lds that bad beam thrown 
away by tin' fugitives. In this manner all injured 
artich's, every dee'p cut or smallest bruise, was 
fairly balanced aeeoi-ding to their ideas of the 
market value of sueli commodities, against every 
l^d of merchandise, from a cow or sheep down to 
fiprandful of tobacco, 

Jhong before this l)usiness was concluded, Zaido, 
wlil^ in addition to his other dutic's, was casliier to 
Ohmed Mahomed, had come to a conclusion that 
our halt at Barradudah would be a \ ery expensive 
one. Already he had manufactured into the cur- 
rency of the countr) one entire piece of blue 
calico, and still fresh comers, demanding their com- 
pensation, l^t Ifim measuring cubits with his fore 
arm, and riiei^^tearing each half dollar’s worth 
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away, with a wrench that seemed every time to 
dislocate his heart. It was too dark to observe the 
expression of his countenance, but, no doubt, it 
was dolorous in the extreme ; if I could judge 
from his sighs and often-repeated oaths, that 
“ twenty times the valium of all the good the camels 
had received by their halt had been paid by him to 
men, who” — liere he muttered some scandal, 1 
suppose, for lie did not think it expedient to 
whisper even to me, (he was sitting close under the 
side of my hut,) his real opinion of the. Bedouins, 
who had occasioned all the tumult. Another 
trouble that disturbi'd liis mind not a little, was the 
great probability of our being obliged to pay all 
over again in the AVahnma country, the inhabitants 
of which, he was convinced, would be all up in 
arms, to resent tiie insult and injury committed 
by us upon their heralds. 

I fell ask'cp at last, tired out with the excitement 
and noise, nor did I awake the next morning, until 
roused by Zaido and tlie two Alices walking awl^ 

Avith the boxes of mv hut, wliich Avere the onlv 

“ f “ . 

loads that had yet to hi* placed upon the backs of 

the camels. 
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Journey from Barradudila to Therm adullali, general direction south 
by west, time inarcliing three liours and a half. — Quarrel with 
Ras ul Kafilah.— Cooking scene. — Dankalli improvisatore. — 
April 20th. Staying at Thcrmadullah. — Camel saddles. — Stung 
by scorpion? — Cure. — Account of .some neighbouring hot spi’ings. 


April 28 M. — We started fioni IVarradiidda by 
sunrise, travelliiijn; nearly due south for the first 
two hours, and south-west for the remainder 
of to-day’s jourin'v. Tlie road was all the way 
excellent, being over a diy hard clay covered with 
high coarse grass, which was alive with hares, 
nd guinea-fowl. I'o the north and cast 
continuous lava platt^aus, one portion 
formed the western boundary of Lake 
and beyond which Owssa was said to be 

: V 

at the distance of tu eiity niih'S. In a wide fissure 
plain of this table-land, about fifteen miles to 
the westward of Abhibhad, another long and 
narrow lake, called Killaloo, terminated the river 
Wahahumbilla coming from the south, part of 
which, in the diretaon of the lake, was visible 
from some situations during our march this 
morning. 


floricans, a 
were long 
ofevliich 
Abhibhad, 
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I took the opportunity when I saw Ohmcdu 
and Ohmed Medina together, to ask the latter if 
he had crossed over any stream Avlien he weiit to 
Owssa from Arabderah. As he replied t|iat he had 
not, I recalled to Ohmedu’s recollection that, when 
at Gobard, he said the river Mhihahiimbilla went 
into the TIawash, just before this latter entered 
lake Abhibhad, but Avhich could not be tlu' 
case, for if so, Ohmed Af(‘dina must liaM' observed 
it on the occasion of his late journey to Owssa. 
Ohrnedu readily admitted tlnit he mights be wrojig. 
and I have therefor(‘ r(‘pres('nted in my map the 
river Wahahumbilla as terminating at Killalon. 
although it is probable that during verv grc'at 
floods that lake may ovc'rflow, and then eomnia- 
nicatc with tlie river 1 (awash. 

After travelling nearly four boms we arrived at 
a tree-coverf'd valley called Tbermadullah, where 
we halted for the day. On our mareli I had an 
opportunity of obser\ing a lamily of Ih'douius 
moving with all (heir property, houses included, 
towards Killaloo in s('areh of water. Sin en camels 
were laden with mats and the bamboo frames of 
the native Avigwams. The roof canes belonging 
to these rose, on (aicli side of the animals, with a 
long tapering curve behind, and high above thein 
into the air. The imagination easily furnished 
these^with some light go.ssamer structure, and in 
this manner suggested to itself a new poetical 
flying-machine, vieing with the Pegasijfe of mytho- 
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logical fable. Besides the hut, each camel bore 
a considerable amount of household furniture. 
Black earthenware pots, contained in a kind of 
cage protectors made of some flexible shrub ; the 
family store of palm-lea^’cs for the industrious 
housewife to weave into mats, or to make the 
native rope ; a few handsoine-looking baskets hung 
round with shells susjjjjrided from thongs; and 
a child or two placed amidst tlie whole, or perched 
upon the top; sometimes holding in its arms a 
noisy bleating kid or lamb that was too young to 
walk with its dam. Some older children, boys 
and girls, quite nak('d, :issiste<l their mothers in 
driving befori' them the flocks of shec'p and goats. 
Xo men accompanied this ])arty. but tluir absence 
was accounted for, by their being enga^uxl in 
tendim; a lun'd of some thousands of oxen, whose 
dusty track I obs<‘rved like a low red cloud some 
miles in extent, about a league to the west of us. 

,.We had ourselves three cows and several sheep 

£ goats, the returns of some little trading with 
people of llerhowlee, vho having bought 
%m different persons in the Kafilah a small 
(|&antity of tobacco, and a few cubits of blue sood, 
had paid in kind for their purchases. 

When Ohnicd IMahomed engaged the Hy Sou- 
maulee escort, he did not tell me that part of the 
agreement was that they should have a bullock, 
or its equivalent in sheep or goats, every second 
day. Thin it learnt from the men themselves, 
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who to-day came annoying me a great deal for the 
performance of this part of the stipulation. On 
applying to Ohmed Mahomed for an explanation, he 
said that they were justified in claiming it, not from 
any promise he had made, hut because the men of 
the additional escort, the Britisli Embassy had been 
necessitated to engag(^ on the road, always received 
a bullock to regale tbem^Ives Avith ('very other 
day. He was (exceedingly im})ertinent in reply 
to my observation that I had no antliority to incur 
such an additional exp('nse, and whlt-h might 
probably be considc'n'd to have been incurrc'd 
unnecessarily on onr arrival in Shoa. Jl(' turned 
upon his Ik'cI, saying, loud ('nougli to be In.'ard 
by the Ily Soumanlec'. that 1 must pay for the 
bullocks, and Avas a fool to raise a rpiestion 
about such a trifle, and that wIu'ia' T sja-nt one 
dollar tin' Embassy had ('X])end('d one hundred ; 
concluding, as he retired bein.'ath bis shir'lding of 
mats, “ Go aAvay. go aAvay, giv(' tlu' dollars, if the 
English want tin' road the English must pay for 
it.” It Avas no use (|uarrelling Avith him, to do 
Avhich 1 felt ('xce('dingly ineliiu'd, iind it Avould 
have Ix'cn some satisfaction, to liaA'c dischargc'd 
the shot of one barix'l of my carbine, into the 
bare jiosteriors of this Idack rascal, exposed as 
he Avas Avhilst creeping into his retreat. My 
situation hoAvever did not admit of such a display 
of feeling, and I retired to my hut to consider 
upon some plan to prevent the extortion, which. 
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under colour of payment for these cattle, I con- 
sidered at the time was being levied, to make 
up for the heavy expenditure incuiTed, by the 
consequences of tlie quarrel of yc^sterday. I never 
doubted but that his comparison, between iny 
expenses and thosi* of the Kinbassy, was like his 
usual statements, founded upon untruth. I was 
determined, therefore, not to be imposed upon by 
Ohmed IMahonuxl, witlioiit letting him know that 
in the end, he would b(' a mucli gre'aten* loser by 
his present systemr of extorting a few dollars from 
me, by my withholding all eomnn'iidation for care 
and attention upon our arrival in Shoa. 

Aceordinglv. towards evening, when the men came 
again demanding the bullock, I acconq)anicd them to 
the hut of Ohmed Mahomed, and asked him, as if I 
had consented to their demand, what was the price of 
the animal. As I expeeP'd, he asked a most unrea- 
sonable sum, no less than niiu' dollars, two being the 
fail market price. I told him in re])ly, very quietly, 
that he was no lihaid to tlu' Knglish, and that I 
should cousid('r him, then'fore, no longer my Has 
ul Katilah, but that for the futiux' hbin Izaak 
alone should transact all busiiu'ss with me ; I also 
gave him to understand that I should represent to 
the ])ropcr quarP'r the treatment 1 had received, 
Avhich would occasion a considerable diminution in 
the amount of boxeish, ^r present, hcAvould receive 
ill Shoa. On hearing this, he got immediately into a 
dreadful rage, stormed aw ay, and pushed by me out 
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of the hut, as if bent “ on purpose dire but hearing, 
as I also jumped to my foot, the repeated warning 
click of both locks of my carbine, he replaced his 
seized spear against the heap of salt-bags, loudly 
complaining in his own language to Ohmed Medina 
and a crowd of the Kafilah peoph', who, hearing 
words running very high, had conn*, all armed, to 
hear what could he the matter. They kept at a 
very respectful distance from me, some of tlicm 
calling out tlic}' w('re my friends, for two or three 
of tile holdest had at first threatened both by 
shouting and shaking their spears; hut. having taken 
on the first alarm a good position among the (;amels, 
I managed to enact a snfliciently bold bearing to 
deter them from a nearer appi-oaeh, although my 
hopes just at that moiiKMit wcna' most recreant imU'cd. 

After a little consuhaliou. seeing I Avould not 
leave my camel-hatteiy to come to tliem. Ohmed 
Medina and hhin Izaak left the crowd, and Avalking 
some distance on one side, sipiafted down as they 
do in a calahm, beckoning nu; to go to them. As 
these tAVO A\'ere men, of avIiosc friendly intentions T 
could have no doubt. I joimal tlnan immediately, 
and Ave sat talking and ('.xjdaining matters for 
nearly an hour, Avlum it Avas arranged, that peace 
bctAAX'en Ohmed MahonuKl and myself should be 
made in the usual manner, and that Ave must both be 
good friends. For this purpose Ebin Izaak brought 
Q^paed Mahomed into the little circle, the Fahtah, 
or* opening chapter of the Koran, was recited, and 
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shaking hands, we each repeated “ Y’AlIah abbi !” 
(God bless you!) and thus ended veiy satisfactorily, an 
affair, which at one time had rather a serious aspect. 

We now entered upon the subject of providing 
food for the Ily Sournaulec. I complained of the 
exorbitant price asked for tlu' bullocks, and pro- 
posed that I should give three dollars each, for 
those that would be required. Ohmed Medina 
said, it was pnongh ; so that business was also 
settled. A laughing proposal was then made, to 
tie Ohiiuid IMahomcd, during the night, but I 
rejdied, that I had nothing to fear from him after 
the Fahtah had been read, and with this compli- 
ment to the sacred character of their oath, I got 
up, and retired to my hut. 

In a very short time, my escort had slaughtered 
and flayed the hulloek ; and. in expectation of a 
hearty meal, v ere <pule happy. One half of them 
lay in a line upon the ground, at tlu* back of my 
hut, , whilst the remainder were busily mnployed, 
boiling the meat, at numerous little wood fires, 
which occupied shallow hol(*s. 8cra])ed with their 
fingers, in the ;:oil. 'riirec' stones, around each of 
these, supported large eartheiuvare pots ; and the 
bubbling contents, and the sliarp crackling fuel 
told, that things wt r'c going on as satisfactorily as 
possible. Some of the cooks, sitting on their 
heels, were amusing tlmmsclves, during the process 
of the boiling, by picking the bones, from which 
the meat in the pots had been cut. Their long 

■"-u2 
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knives, held close on one side the face, as, with 
both hands, the bone was held most lovingly to the 
mouth, glistened frequently iii the blaze of the 
fires, when, with sudden snatches, they^ detached 
with their teeth, the raw remnants of flesh that 
still remained. 

Somewiiat amused with tlie scene, I took a 
stroll among the cooking fires, and the recumbent 
escort ; as 1 came near oiu; of them, he, without 
raising liis head from tin* wT)oden pillow^ on which 
it rested, reached his arm out, and rolling a stone 
nearer to him, ])atte(h it witli his hand, and calling 
out, “ Alikeem,” very politciy invited me to take 
a seat by his side. Here our conversation stopt; 
for, besides llow' do yon,” I did not understand 
a word scarc('ly of their language. Ilowex er, my 
presence was the signal for a song; Carmel 
Ibrahim, my presiait enh'rtainer, and cliii'f man of 
the lly Sounuiulee escort, commencing. An 
im])ro\isatored chant, of ivliich, of course, I W'as 
the subject, was sung in altcrnati' stanzas by a 
noisy cliorus, who followf.'d CarineFs dictation, 
sometliing like a country congregation, when, 
from the scarcity of Viooks, th(‘ clerk, to accom- 
modate tliem, gives out two lines of the hymn 
at a time. 1 awaiti'd, very patiently, the termina- 
tion of the song, which only ended when supper 
was reported ready; music that moment lost its 
charm, and the savage, good-humoured choristers 
bpanded to their feet, and thronged around the 
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respective fires. The meat was taken out of the 
seething pots, and placed in the dirty tobe of one of 
the party upon the ground, and every one then helped 
himself. ^ The supply of provisions being plentiful, 
they had no fear that their appetites would not be 
satisfied, so the b('st feeling pr('\ ailed amongst the 
party, each taking what he thought sufficient for 
himself, and the greatest unaniraity, as to eating as 
much as e’^ er tliey possibly could, characterized the 
entertainment. 

Zaido, -«n an agony of mind at not finding me 
in the hut, now came shouting in the dark for 
me, and on relieving bis anxious fears almut my 
safety by re|)orting myseff present, he (iui(,'kly 
placed bc'fore me a ))owl lieapc'd up with pieces 
of meat, placed upon a (piantity of boiled wheat, 
soaking in gliee. 1 made haste to do justice to his 
care ; and in a short time afterA^ aids, lie and the 
two Alices Aveve buisldng Avhat remained. 

Before I close the account of this da}', I must 
observe, that the burn in the ]Aalm of my hand 
troubled me very little indeed: tlie thick compact 
skin having only bi’cn supi'dicially scorched, and 
the slight inflammation it exciti'd, having quickly 
subsided, I felt but little inconvenience from the 
wnund. 

April 2dth . — No start this morning, tAvo camels 
being very ill, according to Ohmed iMahomed’s 
account, Avho asserted they Avould not be able to 
proceed un% the next day. Another name for 
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our halting-place was Alee-bakalee. In a retired 
spot, surrounded by trees, I found a large sheet 

r 

of -water, which, according to all accounts I 
received, is to be found here during the whole 
year. Keturning after a very refreshing bathe, 
I gathered a quantity of the Indian vegetable, 
and as all my rice and biscuit were expended, 
this addition to my present meat diet was very 
agreeable. Here 1 also shot a large adjutant bird, 
exactly similar to those 1 have seen in Calcutta. In 
the afternoon, I cni[)loyed myself repairing the 
shattered boxes, A\ hieh had not ])ro^ ed equal to the 
continual knocking about they ere exposed to, and 
to which the numerous loadiims and uidoadine’s of 

O O 

the camels during the long march, contributed not a 
little. Small bari’cls, with shut-u]) tops, Avmdd be 
best adapted for the packing of stores so conveyed, 
and would suit much better the ingenious, but 
simple camel-saddle used by the Dankalli. 

This saddh' consists of four strong staves, about 
four feet in haigtli, and as thick as a man’s wrist. 
Two of these ai'c intejided for ('ach side of the 
camel. At the distance of one- third from the 
upper end are fixed small i-ound pads of matting, 
stuffed with strips of the ])alm hnif. d'hose rest 
on the sides of the hump, and redieve this rather 
tender part fi'om tin? pressure of the load. 'J’he 
lower ends of the two staACs on each side, are 
bound together, but 'the upper extremities, above 
the pads, diverge to the distance of a foot or 
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eigliteeii inclics ; tlie staves of either side are (Con- 
nected together by ropes carried over the pads. 

A quantity of palra-lcaf mats, six feet long, and 
three feet broad, are first placed upon the back of the 
camel, and across these is thrown the saddle. The 
two conjoined ends on eithei; side are now fastened 
underneath tlie belh', by a. rope })assing directly 
from the one to the other, in a straiglit line. No 
girding, similar to the manner in wliich we saddle 
horses is resorted to. The saddle being thus fixed, 
from tho projecting extremiti(.'S of tlie .sta\'OS, on 
one sith’ is suspeiuh'd tin* burden that hangs 
upem the other, and thus, when propcTly adjusted, 
the weight of tlie t'uo burdens tc'nds to tighten the 
rope bciK^ath the belly of the animal, and pivvents 
the Avlioh' from shifting during the journey. Another 
advantage dcaivc'd fi'om this kind of saddli* is. that 
when the canK'l lies down, the whole weight of the 
brMeii is lifted up from the back, for the lower ex- 
tremitii's of the staves couu' u])on the ground b(Tore 
thet belly of tlu' animal, and thus support the loads, 
whilst it remains in tiiat position. If pro])er atten- 
ti^ be paid to the e([ual distribution of weight on 
each side, when first leaded, the caimd marches the 
whole day witliout any danger of casting its burden, 
unless the rope should hai)pt'n to break, which con- 
nects the lower ends of the staves of either side. 
Too frequently, the slaves of the owner imgiect this 
important duty, and 1 have observed with what 
difficulty, the narrow body of the camel has been 
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able to contend, against the unequal pressure upon 
its sides. In such cases, if attention be not paid to 
its loud moaiiings, and the restless movements of its 
head, when vainly endeavouring to lift off the load 
from its back, the animal soon falls to tlie ground, 
unwilling or unable to proceed farther, Avithout a 
readjustment of the loads. 

, The numerous ropes rc(|uire(l in loading camels 
with the long narrow' salt-bags, are generally made 
of two ])lies of tlu' thin portion of the doom palm 
leaf, tu’isted in ( ontrarv tlirections with the hands, 
and then allowed to twine naturally upon each 
other. Tlempen ropes are prefern'd, -when they can 
be obtained ; and several spcTiniens were show'ii 
to me ; that had been manufactured by some (ralla 
people to the south of the Ihnvash, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Slioii. 

1 continued nailing tin* hoxc's, t('aching Zaido the 
use of a hainiiK'r and a nail-passer, w hen att.cm])ting 
to lift over one of the package's, I ])laced iny hand 
under its lower ('dge, and was suddenly made aware, 
by a severe sting in the ball of my thumb, that 
some reptile had located itself beneath. In an 
agony of anxious curiosity, I puslu'd over the box, 
and then ex])osed to viewv a larg(' scorpion, at 
least an inch and a half in diarnetcT. The pain for 
the moment was intemse, shooting rapidly along my 
arm into the shoulder and neck, and as I had 
iSeen taught to believe, that the most serious conse- 
quences would arise from a w ound of such a descrip- 
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tion, I looked at it very seriously for a few moments, 
with all the contentment of despair; the loss of all 
hope had made me more tranquil than in my moral 
philosophy I had (n^er conceived vnuld have been 
the case. The pain, liowever, like sharp rheumatic 
touches, soon called me back to reasonable expres- 
sion, and cxcessh c siifiV'rin^ made me stamp again, 
causing Zaido and tlie others to laugh immoderately. 
They made chase, howev('r, after the reptile, which 
was hastih running off, witli liis tail curved high 
over his back, and sting displayed, in a high state 
of irritation, no doubt. It 'uns very soon stopped 
by oiK' of tlic Aliens dropping, after sevf'ral attempts, 
the butt-end of his sp('ar upon it, and holding it 
down till Zaido, with the iiail-])asser. had ainputatcd 
the last joint of tlu' tail, Avhich snp])ort('d tin' sting. 
Tie then took tlie animal up, tort' it ruthlessly into 
two ])icce.s, and Ix'gan to rub the wound in my 
handj with tlio iciiorons-looking juice which, instead 
of blood, a])pears to circulate tlirougli the animal. 
1 wa.s also comforted in my mind by assurances that 
all would b(' Avell in an hour, tor tin' knife, as my 
friends called the sting, was a verv small one. 

I learnt from this occurrence, that the Dankalli 
do not consider tlu' sting of the scor])ion of their 
country dangero\is, and it is well that it is not so, 
for they arc found in any quantity underneath every 
large stone. Sometime;^ on rolling one over, in the 
shallow depression of the ground, I have noticed 
the entrance -to a, nest of these nauseous-looking 
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reptiles; and on removing a little of the soil, perhaps 
I should unearth an old one as large as a crown- 
piece, semi-transparent, of a dirty, mottled yellow 
colour^ with about ten or a dozen young ones, like 
so many huge spiders, running about in all direc- 
tions, as if fully aware of their situation, and that 
no endea^'ours would be spared to destroy the whole 
family party. 

As it is useful to observe coincidental ideas upon 
subjects somewhat related, wdnch are entertained by 
very different and distinct nations, I inav'be allo^ved 
to remark the reseinl)lance bc'tween tlie nmiedv on 
this occasion, and which was ([uite sidlicient for 
the cure, and that wliich is adopted by tlie lower 
orders in .Scotland at the ))res(Mit time, to counteract 
the efi’ects of the l)ite of a vipc'r. It is usual among 
them to kill and flay the reptile, and the moist 
inner surface of the skin is then avcU rubbed over 
the wound, as w('re the s(’])a rated portions of the 
scorpion in my case by the Dankalli. 

The pain in my hand not sidjsiding immediately, 
I thought it ])rud('nt to ndreut iiito my hut, 
bidding Zaido to bring my gun, hammer, nails, t^c, 
Ohmed Medina, came to amusc' me, and told some 
long tales of the nuiiKWous .Jinn that haunted the 
country, which, liowauc]', must be understood to 
mean the volcanic phenomena, ^vhich are con- 
tinually altering the surl’ace lewd of the country of 
Adah A very fiimous residence of a large com- 
mdtfe of these Jinn, Ohmed Medina stated to be 
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about two days’, journey towards the north-east, 
before we came to the river Hawasli in that 
direction. Tlie name of the place was Ta’hoii, and 
the caravan route, from Owssa to Gondah. passed 
close to th(^ neighbourhood of this evil spot, the 
principal features of which, I was given to under- 
stand, w(n-e, several Ijoiling springs, a few yards 
distance from each other, tliat thnnv uj) columns 
of hot water aiid vapour, several feet high. Around 
the borders of thes(> steam fountains a large 
cpiantity Af a very whit(! stone is found. From 
this circumstance', I interred, that they were of the 
same charactei’ as the geysei's of Iceland, depositing, 
like them, a thick bed of silex around their 
apertures. 

Ohmed Me'dina left me. to perform the usual 
vesper adorations be-fore and after sunset. By the 
time he had iinislu'd, and re'turned to ask how the 
wound in my hand felt, 1 had almost forgotten the 
circumstance, lor the [)ain had subsided, and the 
sting hud left no trace of a wound. 

AVhen 1 retin'd to rest, tin' remainder of the 
bullock h'ft uncooked the evening before, was being 
prepared by my hungry ('scort. .Tlu' Dankalli, as 
far as I could obsi'ive, make but oiu' regular meal 
a day, and that fitter sunset. They cat, certainly, 
at any othei’ tim« . wiu'n anything is put before 
them, but this is very irregular, and considered 
only as an extrRprdinary indulgence. 
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Journey from ThormaJuddali to Aleo-1)alialcc, general direction, 
south by west, time niareliing, one hour. — Maj/ 1st. Journey 
from Alee-bakaloo to Hasandcrah, general direction, south-Avest, 
time marching, eight hours. — Dankalli naturalists. — Large herd 
of cattle. Arcliiteelural labours. — Maliomedan |1’0pular super- 
stitions. — Sale of eliildren. — >V Bedouin father. 

April 30f/t. — Wo) left Thoniiadiiddali tliis morning 
by suniise, making ti short imtrcli to the south- 
ward, across a narrow plain covered witli grass, 
and bordered b} low banks of i\ stony cliaracter, 
but, ii]X)n wliieli, tin' myrrh, tin; mimosa, and 
aditu trees, grew' to ti. rt'sjK'clahle si/e. The name 
of our liahing-plact? for the day w’tis Alee-bakalec, 
W'hich np[)eared to he the mime of a stream tliat 
occasionally, at the tinu' of the rains, flow's to the 
nortlnvard into the Jvilhdoo Ltdvt'; and the repre- 
sentative of which, at this time, w'tis the water I 
bathed in yestc'rday, and which. I now' recollected, 
was called by tin' same' name. 

For a little ])aper disti’ibnted to those I employed, 
soon had a small party of market-gardeners 
bllecting the “ Hashish,” the Arab name for the 
green food of cattle (and wdiich, the Bedouins of the 
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Kafilah had applied to my Indian vegetable 
Bargee),* here found in great plenty. Several 
shields-full were quickly laid in my plaid before 
me, and taking as nmcli as 1 required for myself, 

I bestowed tlic remainder upon my mule. She 
seemed as highly pleased with the treat as myself, 
and eat away, as if her family idiysician had recom- 
mended it as a preveutixe for the scurvy, which 
her present idle life seerm'd to ])redis})ose her to. 

Tlie day was rather poor in incident. I lay in 
my hut rtflecting upon the probabilities of my 
reaching Shoa aliv(' ; and ])roj('cting, in case I did, 
very extcnsi^■e jouru(‘\ s into the interior from that 
kingdom, as a starting-placi‘. In the evening. I 
and tlie two Alices, went aftx'v sonu' guinea fowl, 
but only shot one, and a hare. Tlu' latter, I found, 
was useh'ss, for a somewhat similar objection is 
entertained by ^lahomedans to this animal, as 
anWng the Jeu^s, by whom it is considered to be 
unclean. 

After 1 had lain down to sleep, a large ealahm 
wll-held, in which, the escort and the Kntilah men 
all joined. I'wo siiei')) had then to b(' killed for 
the escort; so that it uas nearly midnight, before 
their day’s meal was prepared for them. The 
ealahm had some reference to the txvo Wahamas, 
who were wounded at Barradudda, and who, after 
the agreement to accompany us, were found unable 
to do so, and had||ecn taken back to flerhowlee. The 

f A kind of spinage. 
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question discussed was, whether Ave should remain 
until they Avere avoII enough to join us, or go on at 
once, and take our chance, with respect to the 
resentment of their tribe. I was not sorry that it 
Avas determined to proceed ; and from that day I 
became of considerable consequence, for my 
presence Avith fire-arms had principally induced the 
chief men of the Kafilah to consent to the impa- 
tient oiiAA’ard move of the Ily Soumaulee, Avho, 
having no ])roperty to lose, had no olyection to 
accelerate tlie crisis ; snsj)ens(‘, to tlieivA, being a 
most intolerable bore, 'riiev soon found out that 
I shared the same feeling Avitli them, lor I Avas 
getting heartily tired, of my sojourn in the 
Avilderness; and th(' ]metical sentiment. 

“ C)hl that th(? ih.s(Tl was my dweHinii-plnce/’ 

now found no echo in tlie wislies, or desires, of my 
heart. FiaMjiiuaitly did they solicit Olinied Medina 
to start otf with me, and aeeompanied by them, ^ 
leaA^e tlie Kafilah to come on aftc'rwards, liOAveA’cr 
it could ; and, for finr I might be infiiienced'by 
such requests, Olinicd Malionicd became as polite 
as possible; and found ((piitc by accident, of 
conrse, but acit niinh to my delight) a large 
goat-skin bag full of iic(', which he very gravely 
.asserted liad not foimied any part of iny OAvn store, 
but Avas some of his friend llimyah’s, Avho aa^as 
taking it up as a present to the frontier governor 
of Efat, the Wallasma Mahomed, but, at his 
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request, IIimya\i liad given it to him, for me. This 
was brought to me at night, to avoid observation ; 
and, although, 1 thought it to be in this case, quite 
unnecessary, the same caution was exliibited, as on 
all other occasions of sale, or of making presents. 
So as not to (‘xcit(; tJic cnj>idity of the Bedouins, 
notliing like tlie (h'livery of any property occurs 
during tlu^ day. Among tlu'se wily and suspicious 
people, every thing of that kind ehfiiig('s hands, 
under tlie convenient cover of the darkness of night. 

Meuj l.s'i — ;\t sunrise, we W!‘re np and off'; and 
if I complained, y(‘st('rday, of tlie short march, 
to-day, had 1 not hdt more jdeased, than otlier- 
wise, with the ])rogr('ss made. 1 might with 
equal reason, have objected to the length of our 
jourmw, being eight hours travelling, and all the 
way on foot. The road was v('i v good, with but 
few iiK'qnalities of surface', as we continued 
following tin' dry waU'reourse' of Alee'-bakalee, 
w||ic1i appean'fl to eon tract as we aebanced. 

The aj)])earanee of the country that we passed 
thi||ugh. uas, as might be (‘X]ii'ct('(l. very uniform, 
the whole way; a beautiful long \alley, extending in 
a general direction, from tin' south-we'st towards 
the north-east. A. rich alluvial soil was thinly 
strewn with a few dark coloured fragments of the 
lava ridges wliich formed the boundaries towards 
the east and west. Gras.s was very plentiful; and 
the trees so thick, as in some parts, to assume the 
appearance bf a wood. Enormous ant-hills 
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showed their red tops between the summits of the 
low trees, and numerous herds of several different 
kinds of antelope Avere feeding all around. At 
length, the lava ridges on either side seemed to 
approach each other, and we reached a confined 
valley, through Avliich flowed a narrow stream, 
AATuding among tjiick clumps of very high trees. 
Birds of the most brilliant plumage, and gorgeously 
tinted butterflies, made the road one continued 
cabinet gallery of all that is rare and beantiful, in 
the colours which are most admired, in thc'se jxiiiited 
favourites of nature. 

Some Dankalli naturalists, who Avantt'd a fcAv red 
tail feathers to ornament tlu'ir greasy locks, made a 
requisition for me to supjdy tlnmi, pointing to my 
gun, and then to tlu* birds : but 1 AA tadd not niuh r- 
stand them in any otlna- Avay than my oAvn. and so 
nodding very good humourc'dly. T told them to 
remain Avln're the\ Aven^ ; and going a fcAv yards 
from the road, fir<'d into a busy-p('< king croAvd of 
guinea-foAvl, l)ringing back Avith me a brace of Aery 
fine ones; birds, hoAACAa'r, AAhieh, to flu' gn'at 
disaj)pointm(mt of my Dankalli fasliionabh' friends, 
were found to have scarcely any mori' tail feathers 
than they had thems('l\(’s. 

We should have halted tAvo hours before avc did, 
at the very corarncncc'ment «)f the valley of 
anderah Kabeeh, as the little stream Avas 

ed, but that vA‘e then' found it filled Avith an 
in^gjpnse herd of cattle, through Avhich Ave marched, 
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as if ill a long-extended Smitlifield market, for 
at least five miles. I had not imagined such 
vast herds to have been in the possession of the 
Dankalli Bedouins. I'he number of men ri'quired 
to atti'iid them Avas vi'ry great, and atford(*d me 
an explanation, why I had met witli so foAv upon 
the jouriK'y ; tlnar chief employment Ixang to 
protect their eattle, with wliom tlnw constantly 
remain. 'L'he elders only indulge in tin' domestic 
comforts found in tlic kraal, and are sujiported 
ehieriy by*th(‘ ])ro(luee of the fioeks of sheep and 
goats, which during the day are placc'd under the 
care of tin' children. 

Th(' young itK'ii and women i’ollow tin' herds ; 
the former li<' i(ll\ uink'r tin* trc'cs during tin' heat 
of the day, whilst tlu' latter pi'i t’onn the duties of 
milking and of making tin' gliec' or fluid butter. 
Churning is iJerfornn'd by tin' milk being jdaced 
in larg(' skin bags, suspended u])on the hips by a 
leathern thong passed o\i'r tin' shoulders and 
across tin' breasts. A (pack sc'mi-rotary mov('nient 
of the trunk continually agitates tin' contents, until 
tin' butter is forjiu'd in soft white lumps ; it is 
tln'n taken out Avith tin' hand as it colh'cts upon 
the surface of the milk, and is pkned into lesser 
skins, where in a fc'AA houi’s it assunu's the appear- 
ance of a light yeboAV oilv fiuid, the gln'O of the 
Ikiberah market, from Avlnnice it is exported in 
great quantities to India and tlie Persian Gulf 

The cattle of Adal ai’C nearly all of one colour, 
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HASANDERAH KABEER. 


a kind of brindled iron grey, with moderately' sized 
horns, curving first outwards, then forwards, and 
upwards. 

Our Kafilah having reached tlie farther extremity 
of Hasanderali Kabeer, we found a clear open spot 
where grass and water were eqiudly abundant as 
along the whole line of our march to-day. Trees 
of greater altitude, and witli a tliickca* shade than 
any I had seen liefbre, iiuitc'd us to tliat rest 
wliieh we all needed, after our long niiweli of 
nearly twenty miles. Our [K'destiiaii party had 
olitstri}»ped the eaunds ahov(' t^^■o hours, and were 
nearly all asl('('p. when tin' leading tihs of tlu'sc' gaunt, 
sober suyiping animals, paei'd their s('r])entiiie 
course among the tliieh hiishe'^ of wild cotton, and 
of a ti’oe, that naniiah'd me exe{'edingl\ of our 
hazel, by its foliage and gcnieral ehanieb'r. TIk' 
camels were not so fatigm'd as T e.xpeetc'd they 
would be, but tin' late halts and short marches, 
in a country so ahounding witli vegetation, hadi 
enabled thcan to rc'cruit their strmigtli, almost 
worn out hy the liardshi])s and their scanty food, 
during the jourmyy through tlie wilderiu'ss of 
stones hetwe(‘n Tajourali and Ili'i-howlee. They 
were glad eiiougli, howe\('r, 1 dare say, on their 
arrival at liasauderah ; for, too impatient to wait for 
fart|ier attendance, aftt'r the loads and saddles were 
removed, these sagacious animals soon swept e.ft, 
with^ieir nose and cheek, the numerous chafing 
.matS'H^ich are placed below the to prevent 
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abrasions and ulcers on tlie hump, to which they 
are very liable. 

One good effect was produced by a long march ; 
that was the freedom from importunity I enjoyed, 
for all the Bedouins and Kafilah men seemed 
determined to talv(‘, immediate advantage of the 
shady accommodations of tins “ liotel verte,” or in 
plain English, this extei?siv(‘ ‘‘ bush inn.” I obliged 
myself, tirc'd as I was, to build my own hut rather 
than seek a bower, A\bere others would throng, 
greatly to biy discomf<»rt ; and soinetliing of a con- 
science told me tliat Zaido and the Alices, after 
unloading the two-and-tuenty camels belonging to 
their mush'r, Olinu.'d Maliomed, would require re$t 
as AV('ll as myself i\ly arcbitectuiul occupation 
attrach'd tin* attention oJ’ the* cliief of th(' escort, 
Clarmcl Ibrahim, and he, vctv good-naturedly, came 
to 4|sist nu', so that by our joint labours, and his 

• i';'' 

excellent sugg{’stions, a, box-house Avas constructed, 
the, most conA('nient 1 liad Act occupied, for tlie 
boxes, on prt'Aions occasions ])lac('(l close together, 
AA^ere uoav aiTanganl Avith spacts betAveen, that 
admitted both light and air. 

At sunset, Avlum the camels AA'cre to be brought 
in for the night, Olimed Medina and a party, 
principally of Tajomah people, came to get some 
coff(‘c AA'ith me, Avlncb Avas quickly ])reparcd by 
Zaido; A\dio, on a little fire made of camel-dung and 
dviod stiVhsi had soon the long-necked vase of 

M O 

leuAvare, in which the social inspiring 

r.- X 2 
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ATTEMPT AT CONVERSION. 


berry was boiled. The only cup we had was 
fairly circulated, whilst another discussion upon 
religion was entered upon, nearly of the same 
character as our previous one. 



ing’me, but they were all disappointed, for I proved 
that niy religion was founded upon truth, and that 
they themseh c's b(dieved every principle of faith 1 
did. jMv r('Uson for not going so far as they did, as to 
receive the Koran as tin,' A\\)rd ol‘ God, w.as because 
my book, the Xew d'estann'iit, did not tc'stify to the 
trutli of ^Mahomed's mission, as tlu'ir's did to tliat 
of Jesus. d'hi'^ ))le:i, ho^s(‘V(‘r, was nad by a 
curious tirade against I'oulos (St. Paul), tin' only 
one of the apostles that the Maliomedans a])pear to 
have any knowledge of, and liim tlie\ cliarge with 
having falsitic'd the Gospi'ls. ’oy striking out the 
nanu' of .Malionu'd wla'ri'vcr it appc'aix'd. I have 
sinct' h'anu'd. that all the foundation tln'v have 
this accusation is the circumstance of one of 
forms of the name iMahomed, “Ohnu'd ’ having 
same signiticatioii in Arabic as tlu' Gr('('k word 



7rapa/cA7?T09. f'oinforter, one of th(' designations of 
the Holy Ghost, iuid tin* coming of which was cer- 
tainly promised by C’hrist. 

A long afternoon was occupii'd discussing this 
subject, and during the coiiV(’rsation, my Islam 


friends exhibited the greatest politeness, never 


interrupting 



nn^ as I stammered 

some one of them, compplicnding niy 
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meaning, immediately interpreted it more fully to 
the rest ; and as I understood a good deal more than 
I could sjK'ak, 1 was always able to know whether 
they had caught my idea or not. Neither proud 
intolerance, or obstinate bigotry, occasioned one 
hasty or disparaging expression. All sat in tlieir 
usual silent manner whilst another spoke, squatting 
upon their heels, nhich, in order to be more com- 
fortable, as it was a lengthy de])ate, w('re raised a 
little by two small stones, placed for that purpose 
beneath tlnan. The same courti'sy marked all the 
friendl}' conversations 1 had with tlnmi. During 
this morning's marcli, Ohnu'd M('dina, in a joking 
manner, said, tliat tlu' Ihiglish were not a nation of 
men like thcmscTcs. but a nation of woiinai, bc'cause 
they allow(Ml tliems('l\('s tola' go^(•rned by af^iu'en. 
I retorted bv sayiiig, that tlu' fact was. that the 
Elfish women were as strong as the Dankalli 
m^.*’ A remark which Olinu'd i\ledina imnic- 
difely translated into lln'ir language, much to the 
auiusement of the lly Soumaulee around, who did 
not se('m in the h'ast annoyed b) the freedom of 
the comparison. 

May 2d . — A slight shower fell, not sufficient to 
come through the roof of my hut. but it rendered 
th(' ground so mudd\' that av(' were obligcal to remain 
Avhere wo were for this da/. Another large herd 
of cattle had passed us during the night, going to 
Killaloo, and their footmarks contributed in a great 
measure to the bad condition of the ground. Several 
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A BEDOUIN FATHER. 


of tlio women belonging to the herd had staid behind, 
and brought into our camp some sldns of milk for 
sale, receiving tobacco in .exchange. An old man 
also arrived early in the morning, having travelled 
all night, hearing that we were in the lU'igbbour- 
hood, to obtain som-e information rcspt'cling his two 
daughters, who, six months Ix'fore, had gone with 
a Kafilah down to Tajourah. Not hearing 
anything to his satisfaction from lu}’ cum])aiiions. 
he came to me, dragging with him a kid, which he 
presented to me, begging that 1 would look into 
my book, and gi\ e him some account of his missing 
daughters, lie? had heard, lu' said, tliat they had 
been verv ill, and he onlv desired to know if the\ 
wcr(' dead or had got ludhT. d’he old man. savage 
as he was, did cr(‘dit to our nature, from tlu.^ 
anxiety and love he e\ince(l for his offspring; and 
the sorrow he showed ’was an anonialv to ine 1 
could not understand, for 1 liad made up my mimb 
that the Dankalli could not be charged Avith ai||' 
constitutional Aveakness, as n'gards tlu' intluencc dr 
domestic attachments or familv ties ; In're Avas an 
evidence to the contrai’A'. and T rc'coi’d it for the 
benefit of any one, Avho inay be better able tliaii 
mvself, to reconcile such differences of character 
among these intcrc'sting people. 

Maw of the Diinkalli Bedouins do cmdainly sell 
their iSiale children. Cxarahmee, as I have Ix'forc 
curved, had thus disposed of three, and Moosa of 
ti^J^ghters, and on more thaiS one occasion 1 
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had offered to me for side, girls from ten to fourteen 
years old, at the price of about four or five dollars 
each. In merchandise, the value of a really hand- 
some slavje girl, appears much more trilling than 
when paid for in hard dollars, as six or seven cubits 
of blue sood, worth about two shillings in England, 
is a more than sufficient tem])tation to induce even 
a mother to part u ith lier child. These bargains, I 
observed, were always transacted with the ff'male 
relatives, but the returns. I was told, were generally 
handed o\Vr to tlu' fatlnu's or brothers. The gb’ls 
were frighteiu'd to tU'ath at the idea of being sold 
to me, but semned happy enough to leave their 
desert homes in si'arch of fortuiK's elsi'uhere, with 
masters of their own colour; and both parents and 
children, in these; business transactions, supported 
themselvi's most stoically, although on the eve of 
being separated for even', 

'rWith respect to the old man’s daughters, Ginned 
jl^ahomed, who acted as intcr])reter between us, 
^ctised a somewhat similar trieh u])on nu’ as he 
ci||l at Sagagahdah. nluai he pa>s('d Midiomed 

* .rkee upon me for Mahomed Alice. hilst T 
? in Tajourah. I. was fn'quently called in to 
people who were sick, and, among others, to a 
nimdicr of young sla\e girls ladonging to Abu 
Biikeree, one of the chi(’f men of the town. These 
children u ere suffering from an epidemic that took 
off a great number, and Ohmed ]\tahomed asserted 
that two of ^m were the children of the old man ; 
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and at the moment, forgetting his duplicity on the 
former occasion, I added my testimony to the fact 
of their illness and death,- and the old man turned 
away in tears. After he was gone, ;uid I was 
again alone, Zaido, in this triumph of tlu' deceitful 
policy of his master, now came, and expecting me 
to express my approbation of the cleverness dis- 
played, told me tlial^the girls were ([iiite well, and 
perhaps sold at Mocha by that time. I now saw 
tlie little trick tliat OliinefI Mahomed liad again 
practised upon me, and feeling ('xceetlingly annoyc'd 
at having been so impudently nuuh' tlu' tool of an 
unprincipled slave-(h'aler, 1 Avas almost incliiu'd to 
go after Olimed Maliomed. and. in dc'spito of all 
conse([uen(‘('s, h'll liim to liis face Ise Avas a dis- 
honest man; but, on second llionghts, considered it 
AA'ould 1)0 a mort' prudent course', as 1 could not 
remedy the injuiy done, to let things re'niain as 
they Avereg <\s])ecially, as the old man woidd prohabl} 
be more couteiitc'd with the ieh'a of their death, ^ 
than if he AAcre made aA\arc of ilie real truth (d 
the matte'r. 
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CirAPTEU XXI. 

Piircliaso of some to])a('co, with nwarks on its uso among the Dari- 
kalli. — Make oover for hat. — Conversation witli Ohmocl Ma- 
homed. — Mov 3, Jouiney from IfasaiKlerali to Bundiirah. — 
General (lin'ctioii, 8. l>y W. — Tiiiu^ iimreliing seven hours. 
— Singular ellhct of retVai'tion. — Joined hy party of Issali Sou- 
niaulee ; description of tlieir appearance ami anus. — Alfectiouate 
inquiries of Kalilah fii('nds. — Doscrii»tiou of halting-place and 
counti’y around IJundurah. 

Several application'^ tor tobacco to-day detcmiiiied 
1110 to ])uicliaso from Ohmod Medina tbrt'c pounds, 
for which I gai t' oidy three dollars, the most rea- 
sonable priet' tluit was I'ler ashed nu', for any 
coinniodity I required during the journey. Over 
the presents intemh'd for the road ] had no 
COTninand whatever, they having been placed in 
the charge of Ohnu'd Vlahoiiu'd before we left 
Tajonrah ; and he took such especial care of them 
that the three skin iiags I'ull of handkertdiiefs, 
coloured eottons, and ivhite ealieo cloth, were 
untoiiehed when we ;ivriv('d in Shoa. All the 
presents rcijniix'd, W'ere supplied from a stock of blue 
cloth and tobes, lie liad purchased at Berberah, 
and ivhicli he took care to charge to the Com- 
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mander in Shoa (the British Ambassador) at the 
price of three dollars each tobe, and of ten dollars 
the piece of blue sood, much to his great gain and 
emolument. At tlie same time, the cunning fellow 
expected at tlie end of our journey, to have given 
to him all the original and much more valuable 
presents, as a kind of perquisite belonging to his 
office as Eas ul Kafilah. 

Tobacco, in all its forms, is eagei’ly sought for 
by the Dankalli ; their constant asking for it is 
one of the principal annoyances a traveller ex])eri- 
ences in passing through Adah A vei'y little, 
however, sends the sturdy Ix'ggars ;uvay quite 
satisfied, and if it were not for the numbers of them, 
their moderate ox])ectations would be a source oi' 
amusement, for a tliimbleful is r('ceiv('d with a 
great deal mon' thankfulness tha.n a iiandful, which, 
if bestowed, they look at with a kind of li'eling, 
that if you can afford to gi^e so much, there is no 
harm done in asking you for a little more. 

Th(' sort of tobacco 1 saw most g('n(‘ral among these 
people uas the dik'd leaf, un])repared in any otl^ff 
manner than by men* exposui’o to the sun after 
being gathered. The Iledouiiis used it rudely 
crushed between tlu' fingers, and well mixed u]i 
with an equal quantity of fine wood aslu’s. Tliis 
rough ppwder is placc'd Ix'twceii the cheek and the 
lower jaw, where it forms a large lumj), which is 
allowed to iemain until all the bitter or active prin- 
ci])Jj!|. of the mass is extracted. It makes a most 
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unsightly protuberance, just above and on one side 
of the chin, and occasions a continual ejection of 
saliva, wbicb, as it is cast only upon the earth, is 
lees objectionahle tlian a similar indulgence when 
cominitt(Kl in the more civiliz(‘d resorts of men, as, 
for example, in the drawing-rooms of the less 
fastidious of our Transatlantic brethren. 

The ])eople of T'ajourah maiiiifacturc this toljacco 
into snuff by first scorching the leaf, and then 
triturating it between two stones, something in the 
same manner as paint is ground in England. 
Some of the Dankalli tribes, among which are the 
As^ohah, and Omah llattah’s family of the Sidee 
Ahreu, are remarkalde for their ahstincnco from 
the use of tliis intoxicating herb, an indulgence in 
which, by any individual belonging to either of 
tliese tribes would b(' followed by his assassination. 
These pc'ople may have (h'rivc'd this prejudice from 
U' early connexion with the Christian Cliurch of 
^inia, one canon of which interdicts the use of 
Ico among its communicants. T suspected also 
that it might have arisen from the exhortation of 
some of their more respected Sheiks, who had 
learnt the existcaici' of a similar abstinence 
from tobacco, ])ractis(Ml by the modc'rn Islam sect 
termed AVhaahbec'. On impiiiy, howevcT, 1 found 
that the DankaUi ii;id i’ei('cted its use long before 
tlie appearance of these Unitarians of South 
Arabia. I may observe Eiat the Whaabhee found 
their object^h to the use of tobacco, upon some 
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commandment contained in the Koran, that says 
“no property shall be consumed in fire,” which 
they contend is the case when smoking is indulged 
in, and that consequently, it is a crime uf scarcely 
less atrocity than downright arson. 

Tobacco in the form of snuff is used, however, 
by all the tribes, and I have mjself seen the Chief 
of the Sidee Abreu snuffing greedily a large quantity 
up his nose n hilst he was telling me, with a great 
deal of self-satisfaction, that the us(' of tobacco was 
a capital crime among his people. Tliis' luxury is 
kept in a litth' bag, or pouch, made of two ])iec(.‘s 
of fine gut, stretclied and dried in tlie sun, and 
then s('wed togetlu'r. MTiat little snuff tliey (-{lu 
get possession of is carefully de])osited in this; it is 
then folded iq> se veral times one way, and ])laced 
between the scabbard of tlu'ir knife' and tlie tliongs 
that secure it to their girdle'. Surat." tlie name' 
of snuff in the Dankalli language', indie-ate's the 
place on the ceea^t e)f India (reem whence was 
imported the first that came' into Ael;d. 

I was mue'li amuseel l)\ a compariseni memor} 
suggeste'd, be'twcen the Dankalli of the pivsent 
day, anel the lieggars for teebae-co in the se)utli e)f 
Galloway, in Scotland, not one hundreel }ears 
ago, whf're a trave'lh'i- of that elay re'lates of the' 
inhabitants, tliat the'y are for the meest part great 
chew'ers of tobacco, and are so addicted to it that 
they wiK|ask for a piece tlu'rcof from a stranger as 
on his w'ay, and therefore Ifet not a 
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traveller want an ounce or two of roll tobacco in 
his pocket, and for an inch or two thereof he need 
not fear the want of a guide by day or night.” 
This relation so accords with the practices of the 
Dankalli lledoiiins, that supposing freedom from 
aijy attack is assured by tlie prot('ctioii of some 
powerful chief, all other services and attention 
required during a sojourn amongst them, may be 
commamU'd by following tlie recommendation of 
the worthy traxcller in Galloway. 

I)urin<^ tlie day I managed to mak(' a new 
coveriug for my hat, for in ])assing beneath and 
among the thorny mimosas, tlu' old one had been 
torn to rags. Having to get out a shirt to cut up 
for the necessary mat('rial, such a collection of my 
escort and Katilali men that gatherc'd around 
my hut, 1 uener saw, and snatching for the 
buttons, or Ix'gging for the n'lnnants, tlnu' left me 
little mo|.-e than bar{‘ly sufficiemt for my ]nirpos('s, 
and, *1 fact. T was obliged to purcliasi' back, for a 
couple of m'cdles, part of one of tlie sleeve's, to 
finish, my task in a creditabh' manner. Everything 
I required to ])erform this, my needles, my thread, 
the white tape binding, and the last shri'ds of the 
shirt, were distributed fairly among the admiring 
mob, before 1 could gc't tlunu away. 

Ohmed Medina, whilst at prayers this evening, 
without moving from tlu' mat upon which he per- 
formed his prost|^atious, called me to bring my gun 
to have a pot |!fot at some guinea-fowl, tliat were 
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roosted for the night, in the branches of an aditu 
tree very near to the camp. Having only one 
barrel loaded with shot, the other containing a ball 
I sent the latter, first among the crowd of birds, 
not above twenty yards from me, and killed three, 
following it up by pouring in the shot, which 
brought down four more of the scaipd fugitives. 

All had their throats cut before tlu'y were quite 
dead, each bii'd having tlirce or lour assistant 
executioners to settle its business, althoiigJi numbers 
rather delayed tlian accelerated tlie ()])eratioii, 
which Ohmed Medina consecrated, ])y bawling out 
from his prayer-mat the necessary ‘- Allah aclibar!” 
"‘Allah aebbar! " 

Ohmed Mahonu'd, who Inal becoim' very civil the 
la'^t dav or two, visited mv hut in the ('vcaiing, and 
I had some conversation with him relative to our 
starting the next day, and sounded liis intentions 
by remarking, that her(‘ was plenty oi' forage and 
excellent water. “Good, Good,” re])li('d Ohmed, 
pointing to the camels; and then, v.ith hands sj)read 
some distance from his stomach, inlimated bow well 
distended tlu' animals .s('('med to be with l()od. .1 
shook my lu'ad, h'lling him 1 was very sorry to se(" 
it, for wliere forage* was abundant, there our sta} 
w-as sure to be long. Ohnu'd Maliomed, to close 
the dialogue, and get away, responded, “ Ehwah, 
ehwah ” (yes, yes); “ Jimel, big-b(‘lly,” making signs; 
“ Jimel, carry big box. Jimel, little-belly,” s(;rewing 
himself Jimel, carry marfish”^ (nothing). The 
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English of all this, it must bo understood, was pan- 
tomimic; and a pretty good idea may be drawn 
from tliis little scene, of the manner in which con- 
versations, were carried on, between me and some of 
my companions. 

Maij ?)d . — .Long before sunrise this morning, I 
was awoke by tlie hoars(' voice of Obmed Mahomed, 
as he stood u])on one of the boxes, gi^ ing the usual 
loud cry, as a signal for starting. For some reason 
or other, it had been arranged that tlie 11 y Soti- 
maulee add myself, insti'ad of precc'iling the Kafilah, 
as had been customary, should now ri'inain until 
the very last camel had moved off the ground. 
Olmied Mahomed v.as, jicriuips. not {piite sure, but 
that W(' might giA o him the sli]). and push on for 
Slioa, without waiting for him. 

After I liad booted and belted, I retired to a large 
stone with my carbine in my hand, where I sat 
i|ntil the caimds wmx' all loaded, and. one after the 
othesfin detadred strings i)f six oj- eight, led by a 
slave, the long ropi' halti'r thron n o\ er one shoulder, 
an^ 'his s])ear on the other, 'were stalking sohannly 
along the Aviiidiiig ]>at1i among the clumps of 
trees, which now hid thmii for a moment or two 
from the view, and In'tween Avliich they then again 
ap])earcd, until lost altogetlu'r to sight among the 
distant foliage. 

O 

Whilst I was sitting, I had an opportunity of 
observing a singnlar effect ef mirage upon the summit 
of a long lowj^^e, that formed one of the sides of the 
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valley of Hasanderali. It evidently depended 
upon the refraction of the rays of light passing 
through a stratum of air, in which was suspended 
or contained a considerable quantity of the vapour 
of water, and which, of less specific gravity than 
the air itself, was rising from the damp earth in this 
neighbourhood. On tlie top of the. ridge, standing 
in higli relief, from the grey sky beliind liiin, was 
a Bedouin, who, of giganti{; proportions, seemed to 
be quite as tall as a ver\' high tree, which was 
growing near to wlu'rc he stood, 1 loolh'd at him 
with astonishment ; and thought of the enemy 
described hy Ossian’s frightened scout,- — 1 saw 
their chief, tall as a rock of ice ; his shidd 
the rising moon, his spear a blasted })ine;'' of so 
enormous a si/(', was Ihe tigun* and arms ef 
this su])ernatural-lookiug bdng. heeling assured- 
that it must he sonu' unusual phenomenon, ratlicr 
than anything n'al, 1 left my seat to examine more ■ 
closely the nnmo\ing bronze colossus upon t% 
height. A short walk sooji pj‘o\ed to me thatl 
was not wrong in my idea of (he real charaeb'r of 
this appearance, for I found that tlu' tall tix'o, on 
my approach, sunk into a low mimosa bush, 
scarcely five feet high, and the tall giant leduced 
himself, to the form of my J Iv Sonmauh'c friend, 
Carmel Ibrahim, who was waiting \cry leisurel} 
a little apart, like myself, tin* departure' of tlu' 
Kafilah. 

the word was given for us to start after 
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the camels, I mounted my mule, and travelled at a 
pace that suited her exactly, being about seven hours 
inarching fourteen miles’ We soon ascended 
from the Viillcy of Hasanderah, and passing over tlie 
ridge, emerged into a very extensivi; treeless plain, 
where Avere numerous denuded bast's of small 
volcanic cones, tlie n'lnains of which consisted of 
stratified concentric circh's of black lava, just 
appearing abo\e the surface of the ground. The 
diameters of the numerous instances of this peculiar 
geological ^tructur(', I jiassed during theda\ , varied 
from fil’teen to thirt) yards. Grass Avas everywhere 
abundant. Numerous sand-pillars moved along 
before and beliind us ; somt'times. as many as 
twenty, or evi'ii thirty, a[>pearing in sight at once. 

Thev varied considei’ablv in form, from that of an 

* 

upj:iglit exact column to tiiat of an imerted 
tMi^pet, sustained at an angh' of 50" from the 
izon. 

On our marcli Ave were o\ ertaken by four men, 
Avhom, OhuK'd Nh'dina, on seeing, instantly iminted 
out to me as bi'ing Tssah Soumaulei'. Tliat tliey 

, I"! 

differed in some resjx'cts frcmi the Dankalli, AA'as 
obvious, at first sight ; but this was most strikingly 
apparent in the charactr'r of their arms. In the 
first ])lace, tlu'v carried neither spi'ars nor shields, 
instead of tliese, Imving light bows and rather 
bulky (piivers, Avbich liung under the left arm, 
from the shc^lder of the same side, by broad 

VOL. I. V Y 
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leathern bands. In the belt of untanned hide, which 
secured the fotah, or clotli, around the waist, they 
had each an old rusty knife in a worn-out scabbard, 
and scarcely eight inches long. The rude hilts of 
these weapons were merely round bits of wood, 
hollowed between the ends for the grasp of the 
hand. 

In the long frizzly character of their hair, and 
in the colour of their skin, they resembled the 
Dankalli, with whom their stature, and the gefteral 
character of tlicir features, also accorded. At the 
present day, the Dankalli and Soumaulee are 
distinct, as nations ; hut, the great similarity of their 
language, of their customs, and their indistinct 
separation, in the various tribes that border on this 
road to Abyssinia, and which made it therefore a 
most interesting one, prove them to have descended 
from one common origin, the Avalites of ancient 
geograi)hers. ^ 

Some modification in the character of these 
ancient people, has be(!n occasioned by intermix- 
ture with other nations, which has produced a 
difierence in personal appearance. In the north, 
acted upon by the Grcxlan and Egyptian colonists, 
who made that part of the country of the Avalites, 
a rich and popidous ki ngdom . Their representatives 
at the present day, the Dankalli, have assumed, or 
retained, the Circassian type ; whilst in the south 
and west, their long iutercoiuse with Shankalli 
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tribes, have given somewhat of the character of the 
Negro to the more southern Soumaulee and the 
inland Galla. 

The bcttvs of the Soumaulee are of the most 
classical shape, having a central depression, between 
two curved arms, at the extremities of which, the 
strong catgut string is fastened. Instead, as in the 
bows best known to us, the middle portion of the 
string being at the greatest distance from the centre, 
in those used by the Soumaulee', this part of the 
string actually rests upon the wood in that 
situation, and each time the arrow is discharged, 
strikes the back of the left thumb of the archer, 
with great force', 'riiinldng 1 slioidd not be aware 
of this, ()hme)d Meelina, as a practical joke, put 
one of the bows into niy hanel, and reepiested me to 
bend it ; witli a ve'iy great effort I effected this, 
hut took care to let the string down gently, with 
a knowing kind of winlv, Avliich made them all 
laugh at seeing mei up to the little trick intended. 
The quivers were made of a long cucumber-ldnd 
of gourd shell, but quite sti’aight, Avitli a parch- 
ment cover, which fitted like the top of a large 
pill-box. Inside were contained tc'ii or twelve arrows, 
about a foot long, made of a tliin hollow reed. These 
were each armed with a broad head of blue steel, 
the shape and size of the ace of spades, attached 
to a nail-like spike, one incli and a-haLf long, which, 
when the ai’row was to be used, was thimst into a 
deep hole, down one extremity. The louver end 

y 2 
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of the shaft was feathered, as usual, for the 
purpose of steadying it in its flight. AVhen such a 
Aveapon is discharged, and strikes the game, the 
endeavours which arc made, by the animal to 
escape, occasion the head to become detached from 
the reed, which falls to tlie ground, whilst the 
formtu’ remains in the ^vound ; and as it is loaded 
witli a black mass of vegetabh' poison, the absorp- 
tion of this into the system, soon terminates the 
life of tlie animal. 1 had no opportunity, norlias 
any other travc'lh'r, I b(‘lieve, of identifying the 
plant, w^hich sn])plies this poison, with the 
“ Euphorbia Antiqnoriim,” of botanists. I do not 
think it inhabits the low country of the basin of 
the Mawash ; for tlu' Soumaulec' told me, they 
obtained it from the South of Hurrah; and as this 
city stands n]ion tlu' liighland, where commences 
the -wat('rshed of the river AVlia])1)('(‘, to the south, 
I should snj)pos(', that tin* ])ois(jn plants of the 
Soumavdee will not be detcyinined, until some 
traveller has visited tliat locality. 

The party wlio joined us on tlu' road, had just 
Indore succeeded in killing an ostrich, and each 
possessed a small parc('l of tlu' h'atliers. These 
were preserved in portions of tin' gut of the bird, 
cleaned and dried in the sun, through which, the 
feathers were carefulh' drawn, in the direction of 
the plumage, so as not to disarrange it. Besides 
these, contained in the parcels, tlu'y had otlu'rs th'd 
in a^l^ch, which they freely distributed among 
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my escort, all of whom in a very short time were 
decorated, with one stuck at the back of their 
coarse, black, frizzly hair, oven- which curled the 
light, whi.t(‘, duiiciiig feather, with very good effect, 
and in excelbnit Jceeping witli the rest of the 
picture of savage life, our road presented. 

One was given to me, ])ut as 1 could not 
conveniently carry it in my hat, 1 se^curc'd it for the 
present, in the head-stall of my mul('’s bi’idle ; and 
thc^ toilet of the whole party being finished, and 
our intro(Viction to tlu' Soiimaulee concluded, we 
part('d, and pi-oceedc-d on our dilh-rent ways; we, 
in the direction tlnit tlie Katilali had taken, whilst 
the strang(‘rs continued on tbeir way in the direc- 
tion of Owssa. ‘ 

Wo were moviiiL^ on, Olinu'd Mediiia, by the 
side of my mule, tallciug all the way about the 
■wars of the .several trila's of tin* Dankalli, between 
thcrnselves, and the (ialla living on tiu- banks of 
the Haw ash. The Hy Soumauh'e, in lines of six or 
.seven, kept pacing away afb'r us ; each extended 
party listening to oiu- of tlieir number who was 
giving a very ('iiergidic relation of some late 
personal ren(*oiitr('s, in which Ik- had beem engaged. 
So "occupied, w ere all, w ith the conversations of 
each other, that none but myself heard a distant 
shout from the rear, and turning, on my mule, I 
made out the vunning figui-e of a man, whose 
spear-head, even at tiie distance he wns, glanced 
brightly in the sun’s light, and enabled me to 
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decide that the approaching object was really a 
native, and on my directing attention, we all stopt 
for him to come up. He turned out to be an old 
acquaintance, ^Garahmee, whom I had. begun to 
think had deserted us altogether. He had been 
two days on the journey, to overtake the Kafilah, 
travelling principally in the night ; and had 
intended to have halted this day at Hasanderah. 
Finding, on his arrival there, traces of our 
departure very recent, he determined to push on at 
once, and our staying to converse with 'the I^sah 
Soumaulee, had enabled him to come up with us, 
before half the day s march had been performed. 
Although I had no gre.at love for the cunning old 
rascal, I thought it would be prudent to be polite 
to him, so I dismounted, and proposed, that as he 
must be very tired, he should ride; at the same 
time pointing to the head of the mule, directed 
his attention to the feather placed there, as if it 
had been saved only for him. 

After a little delay, we were again on our 
march, and soon overtook the rearmost camels, 
but as w'c Avalked much faster, gradually left 
them all behind. As I came up, tlie conductor 
of every fresh string, or the owner, w^alking 
by the side of his own beast, vociferated, “ Ah- 
keem,” “Ahkeem,” as if our long separation, 
two hours before, must have obliterated all remem- 
brance of them out of my memory, and they 
wished to receiye some comfort and an assurance to 
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the contrary, by my bawling out, in reply, their 
respective names, with an alFectionate inquiry after 
their health. One good thing was, that among 
them Mahomed seemed to be a part of every 
master’s name, for if it were not Ohmed INtahomed 
it was almost sure to be Mahomed Ohmed, whilst 
the slaves all answered either to Alice or Zaido, 
so there was not much chance of being wrong. 
They were also a good-humoured set, for they were 
sure to laugh if I hit iqion the right name, and 
a great (Teal more so, if I wci-c wrong ; but as 
remembering a man is as little attention as we 
possibl}' can pay to any one who acts courteously 
to us, I took care to flatter them when 1 could, 
by saluting my companions l)y their proper names. 

We halted at a place called 13undurah, the 
elevated apex of a large triangular plain, the base 
of which to the soutli was formed by the Obhurah 
range of hills, inliabited by tlie Alla Galla. Bun- 
dnrah appeared to lla^'c been the central point of 
some extensive elcvatory mo\ ement of tin' surface 
of the eartli in this situation, as several long low 
ridges of lava radiated from it, especially to the 
north. To the west were also a great number of 
small volcanic cones, some of which looked like 
craters, but too distant for me to examine them. 
The plain was bare of trees, but abounded in grass 
and a plant of the mint species, like bergamot, 
which ditfused a very fragrant odour. 

We. found here several Bedouins of the Wahania 
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tribe, and the object of keeping me in the rear 
with the Hy Soiimanlee escort was now obvious, 
for we entered, it seemed, to-day, the territories of 
these people \yhoin we had every reason,, to expect 
would receive us in an hostile manner. It was, 
therefore', to protect the Aveak and straggling 
camels, Avho would l)e most likely to ])e attacked, if 
they were left behind Avithout guard, that avc had 
remained at TIasandcrah so long after the Kafilah 
had started this moruiiig. 

Ihindurali Avas not, strictly speak iiig,'‘'Wahama 
teriitory, hut a kind of del)at('al)l(' land, Avhich 
exteiuk'd to our next halting-place, Kudid'C. The 
lly Soumaidec' contend tliat this district belongs 
to them, and on this ]d('a the pe'ojde of Tajourah 
raised their ohjection to the \Vahama .Kaiilahs 
coming to their port, for, ])ossessingno country upon 
the line of road to Slioa. it was argued the jtroper 
point for the ahama to communicate Avith foreign 
markets ought to he Zeilah. The Waliama, hoAV- 
cver, being the large.st of all tlu' Dankalli tribes, and 
the llv Soumaulee tin* least, the latter arc' not able 
to contend the matter Avitii them, and arc' obliged 
to submit to the usurpation thc'V have iio means of 
preventing; Avhilst the Tajourah pc'ojde dare not 
refuse to the Wahama the' c'onvc'uience of their 
toAvn tor mercantile jeurposes, or most assuredly 
their road to Shoa Avoiild be (dosed by this poAvorful 
tribe. 

Those whom we met at Bundui’ah had oidy 
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arrived the day before, having been to the south 
of Errur with an expedition against the Alla Galla, 
who occupy the country between the Waliama and 
Hurrah. . Tliey had heard nothing about the 
quarrel at Hiirhowlec, and were very well disposed 
to be on good terms with us. One of our new 
friends displayed abo\'(^ liis hair a wliitc ostrich 
featlK'i’, and around his neck, wrist, and ankles, were 
small twisted strips of goat skin, he having killed 
a Galla dining the expedition, 'flie boss of his 
shield, tlie liandle of his knife, and the head of 
his spear, wev(' also bound round with knots of 
the same twisted skin. 

Ohmed Mahomed, anxious to secure friends 
among the A^hlhama, paid e^'('ry attention to those 
we met in tins place, and on one of tin' two women 
who accompanied tln'in hestowi'd a pii'ce of blue 
f^ood, or half a dollar, whilst 1 was calk'd upon to 
make sonu' present to the Galla slayi'i’, which 1 
did by giving liim a handful of tobacco and sonu' 
papci’. liu' woman, by the byi', was an old lady- 
love of Ohnu'd ]\lahomed, and the sisti'r of Lohitu. 
She had now Ix'come the li('l])mat(' of an infliiential 
man among the AVahama. Altogi'ther our mei'ting 
with this party was most fortunate, as they 
proved grateful for the littk' pri'sents they all 
received from us, and advocated our cause with 
good effect in the subsequent calalims of their 
tribe. This was tin' object which made Ohmed 
Mahomed so assiduously to cultivate their friend^ 
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ship ; and to induce them to accompany us for the 
next two or three days, until w^e were out of that 
part of the country tlirough which the Wahama 
people commanded the road, he jDromiscd each of 
the four men half a dollar. The youngest of the 
women it was proposed should live with mo, but 
I was ungallant enough to object to this, for, 
although I did not mind her sitting in the hut 
during the day, I Avould insist on lier not remaining 
there for tlie night. She did not seem to under- 
stand this at all, and I could not explain to her 
a morality of nliieli she had no idea, so I gaA'c 
Zaido a piece of sood to free me from tlie lady’s 
jwesence. He, howeAcr, mistook my meaning 
altogether, and, being a stingy kind of a character, 
intimated with some dnmby kind of antics, that 
it was all right without such a sacritice as 
that. I could not stand this, so hurried oh to 
Ohmed INledina, and explained to him that as I 
was a Christian it Avas not (‘xactly right for me to" 
take a Mahomedan Avife, especially as T Avas not > 
going to become a settler in these ]Aarts. He very 
good-naturedly came and ndicAed me from my 
dilemma, by saying I Avas an iiiA'alid, and the 
Avoman taking the hint, instead of sleeping in my 
hut, laid doAvn her mat, like Ruth at the feet of 
Boaz, and slept across the entrance. 
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Journey from Bundurah to Kiulitec, general direction south-west, 
time marching, four hours.— Territory of the Wahama. — ^Descrip- 
tion of halting ground.' — Meet with party of friends returning 
from Shoa.' — Strange re(|uest. — Custom of incising skin with 
sharp stoiMi. — Influx of Wahama ]>eople into cam ]). — May 5th. 
Staying at Kudit(' 0 . — La Belle Sauvage. — Long discussion with 
the Wahama,' — Differences settled, and allowed to proceed. 


Ma;^ 4tth . — We moved off our lialting ground long 
before daylight, the Waliama intm and vomen 
accompanying us. Our march was over a very level 
country of a sandy-kind of loam, on which the 
tallest grass, I ever saw in my life, grew, not in tufts, 
but in one continued held. It was r[uitc as liigh as 
our shoulders, and our pathway through it looked 
like a deeply-cut canal. No trees were seen until 
ifee' latter part of the march, where low mimosa-trees, 
\Kith their spreading umbrt'lla tops, running into 
each other, made a miniatur.*' grove, beneath which 
children might have w'alked in a delightful shade, 
but which restricted us to one narrow path, where 
the thorny boughs, just the height of our faces, 
annoyed us not i litth'. Numerous herds of the 
large Wydiddoo antelope grazed around, gazing 
on our approach, as if undecided how to act. As 
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we came nearer, they trotted away for a short dis- 
tance, turned about, formed front, in an irregular 
line, and then made up their minds either to con- 
tinue their flight, or recommence their meal. 

I noticed that the buck was solitary, living ajmrt 
from th(^ herd ; but wherever we did see one of these 
gentlemen, we were pretty sure of finding his 
harem on the other sid(' of tlic ridge, or at some 
short distance beyond, on the jilain. All were far 
too shy for me to tliink of following them with my 
short carabine, so that iny sporting oif the road 
iiow^ was confined to shooting the tail-stalking bus- 
tards, or the tantalizing florican that, droiiping a few 
yards after I had started tluMii, w'ould run in quiU' 
a diflerimt diri'ction to what was expected; then, if 
flushed again, would fly up a short distance to dro[i 
again and take another dodging run, and when 1 was 
([uite sure they were befori' mi* in the grass, would 
be started a long distanei' on one side, or even some- 
times behind me. by others of my companions. 
Something more than ubiiiuity is napiired, following 
up these birds, with Dankalli heaters to assist the 
sportsman, for when half a dozen are calling several 
ways to come to their particular spots, it is adiflicult 
thing for him to ])leasc all, or to prove that the 
bird would not have been there, had hi* gone to 
every other place but the one he did. 

After a march of four hours, we arrived at a fair 
open spot, where water, in many little pools, lodged 
amidst jl^vcs of sweetly-scented henna trees,' and the 
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yellow-blossomed mimosa. Here it was determined 
the Kafilali should halt for the day. Tlie moment 
we came up, five men sprung from a recumbent 
position to their feet, seizing spears and shields, 
whilst a little boy ran liastily to drive in three lean, 
ragged-looking liorse^ that 'w ere standing beneath 
the shade of one of the larger trees, as if the 
fatigue of a niglit march, or tire growing heat of 
the day had driven the animals for repose and 
shelter to tlie same retreat A\ ith thtar owners. 

A word or two satisfied the siir])ris(‘d party that 
\vc were friends, and they soon found plenty of 
acquaintances among our Kafilali ])eoplc, 'I'lu'y 
belonged to tlie little village of Ambabboo, which 
it Avill be recollected, was our first halt after leai ing 
Tajourah. I1iey gave us some news from Shoa. 
from whence' they were la'tiirning home. They 
reported that the members of the rolitieal ALission 
Averl^fdl well, and that Dr, Kiaaf had left A'nkobar 
forj^midah. 'i'lu'y c'onfirmed ivliat I had heard at 
'rajmirah from tlu' two (jireeks, Demietrius and 
Joai^es, of the death of three sen auts, aaIio had 
formerly belonged to tlu' Uritish himhassy, and who, 
with five otlu'rs had been discharged l ery summa- 
rily, and, I think, very unwis('ly, on their arrival in 
Shoa. Tliesi’ three unfoifnnate men had endea- 
imured to return A\ith the same Kalilah nhich 
brought down the Grec'ks. 'fhey were attacked on 
this side of the llawash by the d’akale tribe, ivho, 
it was supposed, had killed the servants, and several 
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slave children besides. Subsequently, however, I 
found that only one of the former was murdered, 
the other two being protected, and ultimately con- 
veyed safe to Shoa by tribes to which they had fled 
immediately the attack -svas made by the Takale. 

In return for their informaljon, we gave them all 
the news from Berberah and Taj oiirah, besides . a 
detailed account of every march we had made from 
the latter place. Ohmed kledina was spokesman 
on this occasion, and 'went throiigli the long state- 
ment as quietly and regularly as if readiilg it out of 
a logbook. All this introductory conversation 
being got over, coflee and general talking came 
in together. I being very tired, and not under- 
standing a word of wliat they were saying, soon fell 
asleep upon the ground, between Kbin Tzaak and 
Ohmed Medina, nor was I disturbed in my long nap 
until ail intimation from the latter, asking me if 
I WTre going to join in the assair, or afternoon’s 
prayer, was a hint for me to retire to my hut. 

After ])rayers, I had a curious application from 
on(5 of the strangc'rs, ivlio reipiii’c'd an amul^t Or 
charm of such a nature tliat would insure him 
offspring, that he might see sons and daughters 
rising around him, and that he sliould not go down 
childless to the grave. It was no use protesting 
my inability to give him anything of the sort, or 
that I possessed no power to effect for him the 
desires of his heart. He w'as convinced 1 could, 
and as li^ refused to be satisfied with my adVice to 
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pray to Allah to grant him his request, Ohmed 
Medina, who was interpreter, slyly nudged me to 
give the man something or otlier and send him 
away. I .consented very reluctantly to be a party 
to any such imposition, but scrawling some figures 
on a hit of paper, [ind writing down that I thought 
the bearer a regular simpleton, I told Ginned 
Medina to assure him that whilst lui wore that 
round his neck he would never die in child-bed. 
My bad Arabic, perfectly understood by Ohmed 
Medina, tras sufficiently obscure to h'ad the man to 
think I was promising him, if not a quantity of 
children, at least one son before; he died, and per- 
fectly satisfied with this, he thankfully received the 
potent charm, and went his way rejoicing ; I and 
Ohmed Medina having a good laugh at his folly, 
and the harmless dec(‘ption that, in conseepience of 
his importunity, I had been obliged to practise 
upon him. 

A large sand-spout passed over the camp again 
'ffen^ay, accompanied with thunder and some few 
||rpps of rain, d'ln; usual laughable pursuit on its 
retreat, made by tlie Kafilah men after tlu'ir tobes 
and mats, which had been carried away and spread 
over the plain, occasion' .1 considt'vable merriment, 
especially as my broii/" .)rimmed hat also took an 
extraordinary flight, pursued by the whole escort, 
who, I really believe, were very sorry when they 
caught it, such a game they had in following it up. 

Great numbers of Wahama Bedouins visited us 



336 IMPOBTUNITY OF THE BEDOUINS. 




but as all of them were friends and relations of the 
party who accompanied us from Bundurah, they 
evinced no feeling of dissatisfaction at our presence. 
All were plentifully feasted by Ohmed .Mahomed, 
and ill the evening received presents of blue sood 
and tobacco. By a clever stroke of policy, an 
expectation was raised among these, that an 
additional escort would be re<piired to travel with 
safety across the disturbed district for two or three 
days' march on this side of tlic Ilawasli, which had 
not been traversed by any Kafilah since‘'the large 
one of IMahomed x\llee had come down from Shoa. 
Hopes were tlius luhl out that the tirst comers of 
the Wahama would be scdected to jierform this 
service, and it tlieii became their interest, of course, 
that we should tirst pass unmolested tlirough tlieir 
own country. 

Tliey were continually applying to me for some- 
thing or other,' but I had now got piv'tty ivdl 
accustomed to their natural expectation, and by a 
corres])ouding bestoival of next to notliing, lield out 
a Avarning intimation, tliat slioiild tliey apply again 
they must not be surprised at having arrived at the 
A’cry negative point in the diminishing scale of my 
Avorthless gifts. One great ad\ antage also, arising 
from small presents is, that tliey are not so osten- 
tatiously dis])layed by tin.' receiver as are large 
ones, and others have therefore less inducement 
to apply for similar proofs of the traveller’s 
generosity. 
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The woman of last night, occupied part of my 
hut again to-day. In. the afternoon I amused 
myself co])} iiig into my note-])ook the muslin spri^ 
pattern incised upon tlie skin of lier body ; in front 
from the neck over licr breasts to the waist, and on 
her back from the shoulders to the hips. She 
seemed proud of the attention this sa\ ag{; liind of 
ornament attracted, and was very particular in 
showing me how it was performed. ( loiiig out of 
the hut, she soon came back with a pit'ce of 
obsidian or volcanic glass, she had found among 
the sand. From this, tlu' rough l)low of another 
stone splintered off a scale-like fragment, sliarp as 
a razor, and which sh(' prowal to me could sliave 
off the hair if required. \\ ith tliis the strange 
operation of ornamenting the girls’ skins is pen- 
formed Mhen they are cpiite \oung, and it is also 
use^ to cut the arriah,” or tribe-^) nd)oh upon tin.' 
breasts or shouhh'rs of the boys. .Vs 1 looked at 
the rude instruuK'nt, my mind revtTted to tlie 
fourth chapter of FiVodns, where v e are told, 'fln'ii 
Zipporah took a sharp stoiu'. and cut off tin' hue- 
skin of her son. and cast it at his h'ct. and saitl, 
Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.” .Before 
this, I had no idea in what mainn'r, the circum- 
cision of the sou of Mos('s could ha\ e been effected, 
for although stone instruments, to se}>arate large 
substances, were g. ncral in the early history of man, 
it appears difticult t« conceiv(' how tlu' delicati'. 
operation alluded to in the aboie verse could be 
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accomplished by sucli as those. From the admitted 
volcanic character of the country which is presumed 
to have been the scene of Moses’s early life, I have 
been led to suppose, that Zijiporah resorted to a 
splinter of obsklian, as the means of excision in the 
case of her son, as is done at the present day by the 
Adal mother, to incise on her cliildren the marks 
of the tribe to which they bi'loim-. 

Besides the new blue covering- for the head, 
given to my female acquaintance by Ohmed 
Mahomed, her only otln'r article of drek was the 
usual fringed petticoat of soft leather. In a roll of 
this garment, along its u])per edge, she had hid a 
necklace of red beads and shells, and holding out 
her hand when she showed them to me, plainly 
enough askc'd nu' to gi\(‘ her some more ; but as I 
had long ago disti'ibuted all 1 posst'ssed of th('S(' 
desii-(Hl ornaments, I could only add to her stock of 
valuables, a f(ov iummUcs and some blac^ thread. 
These she de|)osited in lu'i* curious scrap alhiini, 
whicli with a twist of tlie ])('tticoat, she thep 
replaced behind lu-r, wIutc it rest('d upon the loins, 
free from any casual ol)servation. 

At sunset, 1 was desi]-ed to fire off my guns, the 
noise of the reports Ix'ing intended as a kind of 
warning voic(‘, to (Uder any of the Wahama from 
attacking us. d'his was naidered the more 
necessary, for after sunset, great numbers flocked 
from all quartcu-s, and our camp was full of them. 

— We could not start this morning, 
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much to the great grief of every man of the 
Kafilah ; the father of Maliomed Allee, and three 
or four other powerful Waliama cliicfs, having come 
in during the niglit. Calalim circles, on all sides, 
covered the gro\ind, with anything hut fairy rings, 
though the spot itself, seemed a litth^ Eden, where 
things of light and hcauty might have hceii 
tempted to hold tiieir nocturnal asscnublies. The 
tall henna trees shed a delicious ])erfume, far and 
wide, exactly resembling that of our dear little • 
wo('d, the mignonnettc ; and out of due reverence 
for, and remembrance of. the streets of home, I 
carried in the bosom of my tobe a small branch of 
its clustered j)al('-ycllovr flowers. AVbilst plucking 
this, I was joined by Carnu'l Ilnnhim, who seemed 
not unmindful of its delightful odour, and stuck 
a small sjuig in the hair at the back of his 
head ; but 1 was still more ]ileas(Ml to tind, that 
Ina, my»])ankalli patroness, had some idea of the 
beautiful, liaving placc'd in her bail- a VMcath of 
die , small bhu? couvohulus. Thus dccoratc'd, she 
looked most interesting, and greatl}' imjiroved by 
the absence of her finery, uhich, as 1 bc'fore stated, 
for some sufficient reason, she kei)t j)acked u]) in 
her bustle behind. 

Two or three ITy Souniaulee came to pull me 
back towards my hut, for I had strolled quite at 
my ease, some dis.ancc from tlic camp. Turning 
with my companion, Cainiel Ibrahim, to look for 
some explanation, we sa"' that the various lesser 

z ‘2 
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councils had broken up, and two large circles, at 
some distance from each other, now discussed the 
momentous subjects that had occasioned such a 
numerous attendance of the Wahama. ‘I tliought 
of going to the Tajourah peojde at once, as twenty 
or tliirty strangers surrounded my hut, hut seeing 
me coming, Adam Burrah, and IMoosa, jumped up, 
and met me, ]){)inting to the liut, tlicn to my 
carabine, and afteiAvards to the AVahama. 1 under- 
sto()d them to say, that I was to get my other gun 
loaded for the benefit of our ^-isitors, so wc all pro- 
ceeded to tlie luit, Carmel Ibrahim, pushing a lane 
through the croAvd of fierce-looking savages, who, 
without a word, fell backwards, as dirc'cted, gazing 
at me as an object of curiosity, hut did not ask for 
a single thing. 

It was !in ominous silenc(\ and I felt it to he so, 
Imt taking my long fowling-piccc' from heiu'ath tlie 
roof of mats, I loaded it, a hint takc'ii by more than 
one half of tin' crowd, who left imnn'diately, a)id 
slowly paced towards tlu'ir fri('nds sitting in 
council, wlnn’c tlnyy dropt u])on their heels, 
adding their long bright spcar-lu'ads, glittering 
in tin* sun. to the ring of troubh'd light tllilt was 
suspended above them. In this body, a few 
minutes aft(Twards, a great commotion was oh- 
ser\ed, and sonu' of thf'm recovering th0 
upright posture, shouted out “Wahama, W^ 
hama,” which Avas echoed back bf the par^r 
about my hut, and by all stragglers in prccin 
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of the camp, as they hurried towards this point of 
gathering. 

The Hy Sournaulce upon hearing this, imme- 
diately toolc me with tiicm to the small denuded base 
of a former ^'olcanic cone, wliich was a few feet 
higher than the surrounding plain ; and which, be- 
sides the advantages of its ch'vated and isolated clia- 
racter, afforded a plentiful supply of large stones, or 
asCarmcl Ibrahim called them, “bandookBedouhis,” 
Bedouin guns. The 'rajourali p(X)pl(‘ still con- 
tinued tht'ir calalim. and were joined imuK'diately 
by every man in the Kafilah, A\ hcn the war cry of 
the Wahama was raised. It was verv evident that 
a storm was coming ; but still, it ap])eared, our 
opponents were a long time in making up their 
minds to attack us. Xeitber party had much 
advantage in point of numbers, although ('A('ry 

the force of the A\hihama, and 
Avas occasioning tin* delay, 
that their hauh'rs wercAvaiting 
of their ])C0])1(‘ as ])ossible, 
before ||tcy attempted to carry into eth'ct the 
violent measures, that Avci'b j)ropos(Hl b\ some of 
the party. 

In this state of suspense, the little band t Avas 
with, sat in silenc('. for aboAt' tAvo hours; the 
Tajourah people, and the Ilhiliama, all tins time 
being engaged in close calahm. Whatever Avas said 
on either side AA^as done in a verv Ioav tone of a oic(', 
and I was glad, wjjien tlie sun set, to see the still 


hoiu’ Avas adding to 
This, ijisupposed, 
thinkiiMi.t,pro])able 
to collar as many 
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scene broken into, by several of the slaves of my 
friends, go out to bring the camels iii for the night. 

Occasionally might be now seen messengers 
passing and repassing between the debating circles; 
and after the camels had been secured, Zaido, with 
a large skinful of milk and a corresponding wooden 
bowl, was a welcome ■\isitor to our position. 1 
saw directly that matters won' going on favourably, 
by the saucy bearing and swagger of our black 
Ganymede, who, had he bet'u serving at some 
feast of the gods, could not have talked n.ore freeby 
of the im])otent assaults of the Titans, tlian lie 
did of the “ dust-eating ’NVahama,” as he now called 
them. W(; all took long deep draughts of the 
sweet new milk, and twice round the bowl was 
passed, no question of creed here inteifering with 
the fair distribution of its contents, and we all 
laughed when Adam Hurrah placed the drip])ing 
bowl upon th(' frizzled wig of Zaido, whilst a 
shower of small stones, tossed up by the rest of the- 
amused lij Soumaulee, deterred him from removingf 
his wooden helmet, as he hastily retreated to the 
camp. * 

INIatters, howe^'cr, were yet far from being 
amicably arranged, and on one occasion Zdido, 
in a very different mood than when he visited us 
before, b('gan to lament the little chance of ou| 
4 ||rcr getting out of the clutches of the Waham^ 
tl^P^s, a pretty good proof that the war partyl 
in the councils of the latter, was influencing moif 
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than he desired, the ultimate determination of the 
tribe. At nine o’clock, seeing there was little 
chance of returning during the night to my hut, 
Adam Bi;rrah went to tlie camp, and having 
brought me a mat, and a fcdecnali or wooden 
pillow, I laid myself down, and soon fell fast 
asleep. About midnight T Avas awakened by Ohmed 
Mahomed seizing niy knee, and then craAvling to 
my side, to tell me that all Avas settled amicably Avitli 
the AV.ahania. lie ik'vc'i* had a narroAver escape, 
from detfth in his life, than Avlien he took the 
method he did to apprize me of his presence, and 
to this day he relates, Avitli ('\aggerated ]Aarti- 
culars, the push in tln^ chest with my fortunately 
uncocked pistol, Avith Avhich 1 met his silent and 
sudden approach. 

Peaceable' relations betAA'een us and thc' M'ahama 
hod been established by Ohmed Mahomed consent- 
‘gAe, for distribution among the indiA iduals 
^ tribe assembled at Kuditce, fi\e ])iecc’s of 
‘cloth, and atobe each to three of the ])rincipal 
The fact of the father of Mahoimxl Alice 
his two brothers being ])rescnt contributed 
greatly to the reluctant assent given by thc tribe, 
that our Kafilah should be alloAved to proceed 
unmolested, and that no attempt upon my life 
should be made. This favourably disposed tamily 
party was aware of the situation of Mahomed Alice, 
who probably was, in 'i’ajourah at that time, and 
upon whom amjfthose property they Avell kiicAv, 
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retaliation and indemnity would be taken, Hhoiild 
any violence be done to ns. 

I was now allowed by my careful guards, to 
sleep out the remainder of the night in my hut, 
and glad enough 1 was, to exchange my hard 
uneven bed of stone, for the softer couch of sand 
tile encampment afforded. Taking up my guns, I 
very soon walived down to my ri'tri'at, oik' of the Ily 
Soumaulee bringing after me, the mat and wooden 
pillow. Tile father of ]\lahomed Allee was waiting 
to reeeii c me, and the politic old man, as u e sliook 
hands, asked if T were “Ingreez?” or “Fcringeer’ 
my reply, of course, instructing him as to the 
character of the coinersation he must assume, 
during tlie next morning’s interview, which he in 
bud Arabic propos('d, and 1 readily assented to; 
glad enough to escape Ironi a lengthened discussion 
at so late an hour. 
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Journey from Kiiditcc to Ilicro Muiroo, general direction west 
hy south, time nuuTliing one liour and a-balf. — False alarm 
at starting. — Necessity for being prepared for strife in 
^Jal. — Abu Bukeree, 8bcik of the si'cond Debeneo tribe.' — 
Old fricui of Jdeutenant Barker. — Offered marriage. — Stay 
at Ilicro Murroo. — Find here abandonetl ]iro])erty of mission. 

Negotiations for its restoration. — Joined by Wabama 

Kafilab. 

Ma^/ Qth . — When 1 tiwoko tliis inoniing I 
found that the camels were Ix'iiig loaded in i>:reat 
haste. I got up, and on looking around, saw the 
W Soumaulec with Ohmed ^Medina, sitting upon 
tlfe heels, their chins, as usual, resting upon the 
um)er edge of their shields. Tlu'v ^\■ere stationed 
Tr y the same height where we had bcmi drawn 
up in battle array the night before. Not being 
wanted among the boxes, Zaido and .Mice were 
waiting to remove, I took up my firearms and 
postponed any inquiry as to what new cause of 
alarm existed, until I had joined my escort. 
Ohmed Medina then told me that, after all the 
stipulations of last night’s treaty, an attack was 
expected fr^^^e Waiiama, and he directed my 
attention, as JfT spoke, to the squatting circle of 
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this tribe, a foul ringworm on the fair face of 
nature, that were still debating some momentous 
subject or other, exactly in the same place, and in the 
same manner as if they had been sitting up, talking 
ail night. They, however, offered no interruption 
to the saddling and loading the camels, which was 
done more expeditiously than I had ever witnessed 
before. Every now and then Olimed Mahomed, 
who was working a:wa}^ amongst them like one of 
his own slaves, would straiten his bent back and 
nith an anxious look towards ns, call oiit that we 
must not stir from wlu'rc we 'were, until the whole 
of the Kafflah had mo^ ed off the ground. At Iasi 
the 'W'ahama calahm t(‘rminated, and the circb' 
broke up ; ffrst singly, then in twos and threes, 
they separated and went their se\eral ways, eaeli 
person bearing in a little clelt stick his share of 
the spoil, being geiK'rally one half dollar’s worth 
of blue sood, fohh'd up into tin' usual thrifip- 
cornerc'd currency of the country. 

It appeari'd that all their talk this morning 1 |k] 
been to arrange some differences that had arisc'H 
between themselves, about tin' division of the cloth 
we had given to them, and bore no refcrencoAo us 
at all. In fact I was much struck with the conscien- 
tious manner in which these savages seemed to fulfil 
their engagennent of the last night, aU but a \ cry 

fev4fcdio now announced their intention of accom- 

w 

panying us to Shoa, moving off the ground without 
a single look at the Kafilah, or ' seeming *lto bo 
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aware that a camel or package was in their neigh- 
bourhood. ' 

Among those who remained, and now approached 
the party J was with, 'w^as the grey-headed father of 
Mahomed iUlee. He came to tell me that he was 
going with us as far as Iliero Murroo, to dehver 
to me the boxes left by his son Avhen unable, on 
the last occasion, to convc'y them to Shoa. He was 
a mild, sagacious, hale old man, and appeared 
much respected, not only by his own tribe, but also 
by every*individual in our Kafilah. 

During the march, w(3 passed along the most 
southern edge of an ('xtensivo district of extinct 
volcanoes, each of Avhich, A arying in heigiit from 
twenty to fifty fi'et, presented a perfectly-formed 
crater, almost iiiA^arialfiy brokc'n dorvn on the side 
tOAvards the south-east. jVbundance of tales Avere 
told by my companions of the Jinns Avho inhabited 
tli^e hills, one of Avhich aajis called "tin- House 
0^ the Devil’s M'ife,” another “.libel Mudfah," 
(^Ithon mountain) both names evidently alluding 
tQ^.the usual noisy phenomena of volcanic action, 
Avm is here frequently exerted. 1 cannot assert 
positively, but I have iwason to believe tliat the 
great fire obsciTcd in this neighbourhood by Messrs. 
Isenbcrg and Krapf, said by their guides to haA'c 
been spontaneously produced, Avas connected in 
some manner Avith subterranean igneous operation. 

Although our marcli Avas scarcely for tAvo houi’s, 
and at the slow pn^ of the camels, it Avas sufficient 



348 


THE WIFE OF MOOSA 


to take US out of the narrow valley tract of 
Kiiditec, and to bring us again into the country 
of the Dcbcnee, the chief of which division of this 
extensive tribe was named Abu Bukeree. , 

Ohmed Mahomed took an opportunity of telling 
me tliat when he accompanied the British JMission 
on their journey to 8hoa, their Katilah then went 
one day’s journey to the north, for the purpose of 
avoiding the AValiama at Kuditee. d'lie Tajourah 
people had liopcd by this means to liavo defeated 
the machinations of Maliomed AlU^e, thefaWured of 
the Embassy, to assume here the Ras ul Kafilahship. 

Althoiigli so short a journey, numerous won' the 
mischances of the* camels to-dav, who w(tc con- 
tinually filling from tlu' had management of their 
loads, consequent u])on our hurried start. I was 
not very sorry either when we halted, for T felt 
quite tired, and fell fast asleep upon the gi’ound 
whilst my hut was being erected. ]\Ioosa rather 
suddenly awakmied me to introduce an elderly lady, 
his Avife. She brought nu' a, present of a skin of 
milk and a fowl, the sight of ivliich rather 
surprised me, for I had not seen one .sinci* leaving 
Aden, either at 'rajourah or on the road. Much 
curiosity Avas evinced by my Bedouin friends to 
knoAv if T had ever seen one before*, and for some 
time they imagiiu'd, as I did not know the name of 
it in Ai’abic, that it must be a great rarity to me ; 
but I satisfied them, at last, of its being an old 
acquaintance of mine by giving a regular croAV. 
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Upon inquiry, I was told that the people of Owssa 
keep and cat fowls, but that the Bedouins did not. 
At Herhowlec I had given this same woman a 
handful of tobacco, and a coloured handkerchief 
for her child, and either out of gratitude, or with 
the hope of receiving a corresponding reward for 
the trouble taken in procuring this delic'acy, as it 
was thought to be, she had actually gone all the 
way to Owssa, and back to wiicre we now were, to 
get it for tile. 'I’lie name of Moosa’s wife was 
Claudia, *and I noticed this tlie inon*, because I had 
before considered the name of Loliitn’s sister INIira, 
and ot my Wahama friend Lui, as being very 
classical, and reminding me of h'male names 
common at the present day in Sjiain and Portugal. 

Expecting, from the number of Px^donins who 
visited us, that some more demonstrations of 
violence would be mad(\ T prepared some cartridges. 
Bolling up a ball with a quantity of powder in 
sc^e paper, T tied it in the ci'iitre and at tli(3 two 
extremities, turning out a A ery s(>rviceablc looking 
article. Eight of these I fastened together, and 
stoAved aAA-av in mv cartouche-bag, so tliat Avhen 
need AAaxs, T could load my guns Avith greater 
despatch and emtainty. In cases of anticipated 
peril, the most courageous men Avill bc^ found to be 
those, Avho have pro])ared themselves properly, for 
the exigences taat arc likely to occur. I ahvays 
felt agitate^ ipyself if I Averc not duly pix ‘pared 
for accidents, Sid thus learnt by degrees that real 
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valour consists in being always ready. A man has 
to be frightened a good many times before he 
graduates into a hero, but only let him have so 
ordered his resources of defence, and the anxiety 
natural to all men in situations of danger is kept 
suppressed, by the confidence ■which results from 
proper preparations having been made, to meet the 
■^vorst that can happen. 

The Sheik, or Chief, of this subdivision of the 
l)eben('e came to my hut in the course of the day. 
Alice the First pulled him along by the beard, 
calling out “Shabah, Sbabah!” (old man) to niak(' 
away for him, through the crowd of his ownpc'oph' 
who encircled m\^ pltice. 1 thought at first lu^ was 
some blind individual who waiitt'd me to resfoie 
him to sight, as lie icnelt down on Ids hands and 
knees to cree[) into tlie shade. Zaido, houevi'r, 
hanging his black head into tlu' entrance of the 
hut, cried out that this was tlu' ceh'hrated Abu 
Eukeree, the frhmd of tlie ‘‘ Kapitan,” for wlio^, 
of late, T had been making sonu' inquiik'S. 
“ Kapitan ” was the name by which Lieut. Earker, 
of tlie Indian Xavy, was known to the Dankalli. 
A few weeks before, tliis gentleman had travelh'd 
through Adal on his return from Shoii ; his original 
intention had been to take the Hurrah road, and so 
to Zcilah, and for tlnat purjiose he had lived some 
moliths in Aliu-amba, a town in Shoa, inhabited 
chiefly by Hurrahgee people. A Jvafilah going 
down^Jhe lias undertook to convey him and 
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his servants ; but Lieutenant Barker, on tliis side 
of the Hawash, having reason to suspect the 
designs of his guide, considerc^d it prudent to leave 
in the night, and put liiinsolf under the protection 
of some of the Dankalli tribes, with whom he had 
become acquainted on his first journey Birough 
their countiy. This coniidencc' in their good faith 
was not misplac(xl ; and afte]* a short journey of 
scarcely three weeks, lie arrivc.'d safely at Tajoiirah, 
with his four Indian followers. On my return to 
Aden, affer my first l isit to Tajourali, I liad the 
ijood fortune to see Lieutenant Barker at the house 
of Captain Haines for a few minutes ; and he gave 
me the names of two eliiefs, he wished nu' to reward 
for tlieir kindness to him during his late journey, 
one of whom was this Abu Buk(n*ec, and the other 
one Durtec Ohmed, Chief of the Sidee Ahbreu, 
livipg at the lake IMurroo, tno da)s’ journey 
hirthcr on. 

Abu Biikerce was an old man, and, rather a 
curias circumstance for a Bedouin, had a clean 
tob|t hpon his shoulders, which, to gi\ e ni(' a hint, 
he told me had bi'cn pri'scnted to him by ^^ahomed 
Alice, when he was coming down from Shoa. lie 
asked after the Kapitan, but without the least idea, 
I think, of a present being due to him from that 
gentleman. He also invited me to his house, or 
wigwam, an incident that, like the fowl bi'ought me 
by Moosa’s wifc,.yvas the only instance of the sort I 
met with wliimpii this country. From the novelty 
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of the invitation, and the good character of the 
man I had received from lieut. Barker, I felt in- 
clined to accept it ; and wc got out of my retreat 
to look how far distant he lived, as he pointed to a 
patch of low green trees, among which the stone 
kraals and mat huts were plainly visible. I told 
Zaido and Alice to come with me, but just as avc 
were starting, Ohmed IMahomed sent for the chief 
to transact business, and he, therefore, left us to 
join a calalmi of the Tajoiirah people. 

In about an liour, the council ha\ing broken u]), 
I scjit to Ohmed Mahomed, desiring him to bring 
Abu Biikeree again to receiAe his reward for tlie 
kindness lie liad shown to Taeiit, Barker, lie 
came, however, alone, and wanted me to allow him 
to reward the old man. I'liis I Avonld not consent 
to, but told him 1 intended to giA e Abu Bulu'rc'o 
ten dollars in cash, for liicut. Barker had desirc'd 
me, not to give it to him in the blue sood currency. 
Ohmed Mahomed looked quite alarmed Avlum 1 
said, “Ten dollars.” “No, no, no,” he burst but,: 
“bad, very had; two dollars are ('uough, or c\eiy 
Tajourah Kafilali that comes up Avill alAV<a\ s after- 
Avards bt' made to ])ay the same sum.” I saAv that 
my proposition Avas too extravagant, but as I thought 
two dollars dis[)ro])ortionate for the services 
performed, I concluded that five dollars Avould, 
be a just rccompence. According! a, a 
licue before sunset, \A’hen Abu Bukc'roc came to 
bi(]|fel good-night, 1 slipped into his hand that 
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sum, and feeling the weight of the dollars, he went 
away without even thanking me, such was the 
hurry of delight with which he sought some retired 
spot to examine to what extent he had been 
rewarded so unexpectedly. 

He soon returned profuse in his acknow- 
ledgments, and bade Alice, who was a great 
favourite of his, to tell me how much he was 
mv friend, and that if I ever came in that countrv 
again, no one of his tribe would molest or injure 
me, but tliat they and all Ihiglish for the future 
should he brothers. I do not know what he would 
have done, had 1 carried out the generous 
intentions of Licnitenant llarker, who requested mo 
to give him twenty dollars. Such a sudden 
acquisition of wealth, nould have tiinied his 
brain. 

v^bu Bukeree was not undeserving of the money, 
foMfe grateful old fellow uent to his kraal, and 
in Sbiit an hour he and his son drove to 
my^iit one of the finest bullocks I had yet 
seem,; which he presented to me as a proof of 
th(Wegard and respect he had, not only for me, 
but for all the English. Not to be outdoiu' in 
generosity, and having this evening to ])urchase 
some animal of the kind. I insisted upon pa) ing for 
this ; but instead of tbrc'e, the usual price paid to 
Ohmed Mahomed for a, bullock, 1 gav(' the ^alue 
ot one in ^'^al, two dollars, which required \ ery 
little pressinj^^: induce the old man to take. 

VOL. I. 
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It now seemed as if tliere were a trial between us, 
of who should be the kindest to the other ; but he 
certainly beat me, for in a very short time after he 
left me on this occasion, he returned -with one of 
. his daughters, a girl about fourteen years old, and 
wished me to receive her eithel' as a temporary or a 
permanent wife ; but as T had no idea of marriage 
even with royalty, I waived the honour intended, 
making a very good excuse, that having refused the 
daughter of the Sultaun of Tajourah under similar 
circumstances, I could not, without offending him, 
contract any engagements of the kind with other 
princesses on the road. Although this was not 
actually the fact as regarded myself, still, as it 
occurred to my companion, Mr. (Vuttenden, to 
Avhom the Sultaun of Tajourah had offered his 
daughter for one hundred dollars, I did not hesitate 
to make use of the circumstance, to assist me in 
the dilemma I was in, of liaving to refuse tlie hand 
of a native, so highly connected witli the rankstod 
fashion of the country. Abu Bukeree was satisfied 
witli my explanation, and tlic young lady herself 
was delighted, at her iiarroiv escape from an intro- 
duction into civilized life. 

There can be no doubt that the Dankalli 
Bedouins, especially tlu' younger of both sexes, live 
in common. Witli this division of tlic Debenee, 
from some unexplained reason, wo lived upon the 
most friendly terms; communication with each 
other was as free and as unreserved as if in 
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Tajourah, and I had opportunities of observing, that 
not only tlic other women of tlie kraal, but even 
the wife of Abu Biikeree and his daughters, were 
the handmaids of the 'whole Katilah, during tlie 
time we remained in his district. 

May Vh . — On awaking this morning, I was not 
surprised at seeing no symptoms of a start. 
Calling Zaido, I learnt from him we were to 
remain here several davs, for the road now before 
us was so beset with Gallas, that we could not 
proceed until seiaual Katilahs, which had been 
obliged to stay here for somc^ weeks past, should 
join us, and we shoidd then be able to force our 
way t()g('thcr across the disturbed country. Whilst . 
he was sjieaking, Abu ^rahomed Alice, on his mule, 
rode up and asked me to accompany him to view 
tlie projierty of tin? mission which had been left by 
his son, in a kraal about four miles to the south. 
Zaido, on hearing this reipiest, went immediately 
for Olimed iMahomctl, who soon came up and 
objected to my leaving the Katilah. 

Ohmed IMedina and Ebin Izaak, hearing of the 
matter, also joined us, and protested against my 
going out of their sight, as in case of my death they 
would be made answerable to Captain TTaines at 
Aden. Seeing tlu' op])osition, and thinking it was 
exerted for my benefit, T did not jierseverc in my 
wish to accompany the old man, cs])ecially as Olnned 
Mahomed assured me that the siwcaiteeii packages, 
or boxes, should be brought into camp to-morrow. 

A A 2 
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They then took away Abu Mahomed Allee, and 
after a long discussion among themselves, they all 
agiiin returned to my hut, and sitting down round 
tlie entrance, said they had come to have’ a calahm, 
to consider what sum of money they should receive 
in Sima for taking up the abandoned property n itli 
us, 1 could promise them nothing more than the 
hire of the camels, which should be paid at half 
the rate given for those, which were engaged in 
Tajourah, as I understood that there . was still 
to be performed, about the same distance as 
we had already come. This did not satisfy them 
at all; two hundred dollars they demanded as a 
present for themselves, independent of tlie camels’ 
hire, and unless I promised that, they said tlu'v 
would not inteifere in the matter at all, or exert 
themselves to procure the restoration of the pro- 
perty, This I refused at once, and as I felt it to 
be another attempt at extortion, I threatened in 
return, that I would not stir from tlie halting-place 
we were at. until the boxes wi're given up, and if 
they chose to procc'cd \vithout me, 1 would go and 
li\(' at Ernir with Abu Mahomed Alice, in whose 
kraal T should be as secure a.*? I was with the 
Kafilah, 

This determination had its weight in their 
deliberations, and they iievtT alluded to tluf present 
again, but insisted upon receiving in Shoa, and not 
in Tajourah, the ten dollars pin- caincl recpiired to 
carry this addition to my charge. I agreed to this 
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without further discussion, as it would have been 
absurd to hesitate under the circumstances, 
especially as I did not know, but tliat many valuable 
and necessary articles, might he amongst the 
recovered propt'rty. 

All the day long Ohmed Maliomed was absent 
on this business, and T heard or saw nothing of him 
until the evening, wlien he came to congratulate 
me on the succc'ss of his labours, saying the boxes 
were on th^ road to the camp, and would arrive 
during the night. 

Tlie next morning by sunrise, Ibralrim, a 
younger brother of Mahomed Alice, according to 
promise', brought in tlu' first instalment of the 
valuables, consisting of two simdl square boxes, 
packed in cloth, and containing shot. With him 
were upwards of foi'ty men and wonu'ii and a large 
Ivafilah of salt which had bt'cn detained lien? 
nearly two months in consequence of the disturbed 
state of the country, for some days’ journey on both 
si4es of the 11 awash. \ Galla tribe, called 
Jlittoo, on the south of our rout(', and an AfFah 
p&plc, the Assji-lienu'rah iSluditu, to the north of it, 
seemed to divide betw(*eii them tlu' attention of the 
rich and the fearful among my h it'iids. hlu' 11 y 
iSoumaulee, on the contrai-), wc're iu great glee, and 
often would amuse lliemseh i's wIk'u th(?y saw me, 
by calling out tlu' nanu's of tlu' hostile tribes, and 
then with an action as if striking with their daggers, 
or imitating the report of my firearms, intimate 
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how tliey intended to serve them, should any 
attempt be made upon the Kafilah. 

The two boxes just brought in, I looked upon as 
earnest of the arrival of the rest, and congratulated 
Ohmed Mahomed, in my own nflud, for liaving once 
in the course of our journey, not deceived me in the 
information he had given. I was a little too hasty, 
however, in tliis conclusion, for ariotlun’ day passed 
over us, without any more being brought into 
camp. 

The new comers of the Wahama Kafilah, men 
and women, annoyed me terribly to-day, blocking 
up, with a dense mass of squatting human nature, 
all the avenues to my hut, and begging for whatever 
they could see. dhe worst Avas, 1 could not 
encourage any of the female relatives of Abu 
Bukoree to come and live with me as a keeper, 
they Avere such a bad set. Had I done so, it 
Avould have raised a great scandal, and my 
character as a medical practitioiu'r Avould liavq.;; 
suffered, as it Avas now usual to ascribe all my!, 
extraordinary cure's to excessive' me)rality, as also,' 
by the bye, all good and fortunate shots that 1 
happened to make', 

1 distributeid needk's, and paper, and tobacco 
until 1 Avi shed mvsedf an V where.', e' veil in a stall at 
the; Pantheon, to haAe got out of my present 
hiixtering business, Avith sucli a lot oi (jratis cus- 
ton||p as T liad ; and had it neit lieen for Ibrahim, 
the brother of Mahomed Alice, avH'o AVent and 
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broTiglit his father to my assistance, I should not 
have got rid of them, even to take my usual siesta 
in the afternoon. A few words from him soon dis- 
persed the crowd, who, like a lot of children, with- 
out a word or look»to the contrary, obeyed the old 
man in a way I could wish to see, the younger 
members of civilized society pay attention, to the 
expressed wishes of their seniors. 

The government of the Dankalli tribes is strictly 
])atriarchal. , Power concentrates naturally to elders 
distinguished for valour and wisdom, in a state of 
society n^here the fools and coAvards arc sure to 
be cut off in the earlier part of life. The daily 
occurrence of quarrels between themselves and 
other tribes, tends to culth ate caution and policy 
ill naturally clever minds, to avoid the violent and 
fatal results of giving way to sudden passion. A 
long life of trial must jiroduci', therefore, that 
memory of experieiici', and that penetration of judg- 
nient, which is so characteristic of tin' chiefs we 
meet with, on our road through Adah After all, 
tire axiom that knoAvledge is poAicr. is tin' secret of 
tM; great infliienco possessed by the ('Iders, among 
this people as among all others. Ibi'ry old man 
here is a sage, and must be avi'II versed in tlie 
i philosophy of human nature, taught by an educa- 
tion of many yi'ars’ exposure, to the fatal conse- 
(piences attendant upon unrestrained anger, or 
unprej )ar6d valour. 
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Delay in giving u]) the recovered stores. — Interview 'with father of 
Mahomed Alice. — Accompany him to a ki’aal. — Entertain- 
ment there. — Condition of the stores. — Murder in our camp. — 
Occupation of Kafilah jieople during long halts.' — Game of 
guhci'tah. — Muditii visitors. — Expected attack. — lledouins feast- 
ing. — Portion of entrail around the neck of a Bedouin, not for 
ornament, l)ut use. — Amusements. 


The name of our pre.scnt baiting place was Micro 
IMurroo ; and tlie third day of our stay there arrived, 
hut no signs of any more Iwxes coming, nor could 
Ohmed Mahomed, when applied to, account for 
their non-appearance. Gem'rally, the ansAver to my 
inquiries was — in the morning, lie would promise 
that they would arrive hefort' evening ; and in the 
evening, he would be (piite certain the} would come 
in during the night. 1 tliouglit, ;it last, tlu're was 
no intention of gi^'ing up the hoxt's at all ; and as 1 
saw Ohmed Mahomed vtTy friendly indeed with the 
principtd man of the Bt'douin kraal, where the pro- 
perty lay, accom])anying him backwards and for- 
wards several times, 1 at lengtli susp('cted that he 
was endeavouring to get the l)oxes and their con- 
"’^nte for his own use. The blame of such a dishonest 
action when discovered, he was well aware could he 
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easily transferred to tlie shoulders of others, from 
whom it was impossible to look for restitution or 
redress. So convinced was I by his conduct of his 
intending tins robbery, that I left our Kafilali, and 
walked to that of the Al'abama, who were encamped 
about one hundred yards to the west of us. I laving 
^\'al]ced about a little, looking into c'very bush for 
Abu Maliomed Alice, or for his son Ibrahim, 1 
at length found the fornu'r, hard at work, studying 
the Koran,. which lay open u])on the ground bc'fore 
him. ile was reading away witli very e^ident 
interest, some of the well-told relations of 
past, present, and future lifi' cont.iined in that 
volume. 


I pushed aside the mat that hung from the top 
of the thick-leaved moomen-bush, under which he 
had retreated from the sun, and, witliout any cere- 
mony, sat down by liis side, lie closed his book, 
took off the large, round German s])ectacles that, 
compressed across the bridge of his nose, secured 
ihemselves, without farther aid, in the required 
p^ition. My busiiu'ss was soon told. Ohnied 
llfahomc'd w’RS a great thief, and something worse ; 
and T wanted the boxes to be with me, or 1 with 
t|,em, and recpiired his assistance, for 1 w'as deter- 
mined not to leave lli('ro Murroo without obtaining 
])Ossession of tlie property thus left, and which 1 
had no doubt. 1 told liim, that Ohmed Mahomed 
'•‘Wanted to steal, and then to lay the blame on the 
AYahama. I'he old man replied, that the party 
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who had possession of the boxes, was only a half- 
blood Wahama, and he had but little influence over 
him, which was one reason that his son, Mahomed 
Allee, could not induce him to go on to Shoa with 
himself. Since he had seen the boxes last, he added; 
they had every one been opened, either by the 
Tajourah people, or the lledouins of the kraal, but 
as they had, to his knowledge, remained four months 
among the latter, without exciting the least curiosity 
to know their conttaits, he had no doubt the outrage 
had been committed by the people of our- Kafilah, 
This was a confirmation of my fears, am! a good 
ground of complaint, Avliich 1 did not hesitate to 
make after my return to camp. Before I left Abu 
iNfahomed, the old gentleman promised that he 
would take me to s('e the boxes, if he could do so 
without offending my Bas ul Kafilah. 

After a deal of trouble ^\■ith Ehin Izaak, 
and Ohmed iMahomed. each asserting on mv 
charging them with th(‘ deed, that he did not 
know of the breaking open of the boxes, I 
asked them, if they would go with ine the fol- 
lowing morning to the kraal, where they were 
kept, to examine the state they were in, hut 
neither seeming inclined to indulge me, I walked 
back to my hut. I was soon aftm* follow(xl, 
however, by the father of ^rdiomed Alice, who 
askin|[ me to accompany him, I buckled on my 
|glt again, replaced my pistols, took up my carabine, 
and went off with him, without once looking back 
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to see if any volunteers from the Kafilah would follow 
me. I could hear several of the principal people 
of Tajourah addressing me in rather an equivocal 
manner, as I passed them, muttering “ Tihebe,” 
“Tihebe,” “Good,” “Good,” in atone, anything 
but expressive of lieing pleased at my proceedings. 

It was a longer walk than I expected, con- 
tinuing for two hours at a very sharp pace over 
the plain, until we came in sight of several 
kraals, at .distances of about lialf-a-mile from 
each otlit'r. Towards one of tliese wc directed our 
steps, and as soon as wc were observed, some half- 
dozen men, and a crowd of wonnm, and naked 
childi’cn, issued out of the low wigwams, that WTre 
clustered upon a little eminences On one side of 
this ]iortabl(' village was a large circle of loose 
stones, in which sheep, goats, and catth' were kept ; 
and near to it another, formed of boughs of the 
long white-thoi-ned mimosa, which was considered 
a sufficient defcnct^ lor the security of the camels. 

evening’s milking was about to commence ; 
tliO.|l'ocks arriving just at the moment we did ; and 
theif bh^ating made a terrible din. On our 
approach, the men came up to Abu IMahomcd, and 
after each had saluted him with the open hand, sliding 
it over his, as he extendtHl it for that purpose, they 
very civilly came aii^J proffered the same kind of 
welcome to me. I w as rather taken by surprise, 
but removing my carabine to the other hand, 1 
presented my right, wuth all the gravity and 
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decorum proper on tlie occasion. This reception 
was so flattering, that I began to conclude my 
appearance, as a civilized being, must be a good 
deal worn off, and that my life in tlie desert liad 
given me somewhat of the savage air of onc! of 
tliese roving family of man. They invited us into 
one of the huts, and a large bundle of sjdit palm- 
leaves, ready for the women to plait into mats, was 
placed for me to sit down upon. Scarcely had I 
taken the offcTcd seat, tlian a woman brought in a 
large bask('t of milk, nhich was fairly divhhul 
between iVbu Mahomed and myself; and after it 
was finished, we pi'ociH'ded to view tlu' stores. 

I f(3fund them carefully enough heaped l)(;tweeii 
two of the huts, above' which tliey stood some feet 
in height, and ne.'ie coveii'd Avitli three' or four 
cove'rs of tarpardin, the remains of a large tent, 
which Ix'ing worn out and nscle'ss. laid been also 
left with thi' boxes. Tlu'v consisted principally, of 
the trunks of Dr. Roth and Mr, Scott, some boxes 
of ammunition, as also others containing a very 
small seed bead, a favourite v itli the Christians of 
Shoa, but of no Aalue to the Dankalli people, two 
corn-mills, and tno boxes of silks, and valuables. 
All these, nith the c'xception of the latter, 
had been opened. Ihit as Abn ^lahomed had 
told me not to notice thj|g circumstance, I did 
not ask for any explanation, being satisfii'd 
^yvith what he had informed me upon the 
road, that seven days ago, he had seen them 
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mitoucbed, and tliat it must have been the insti- 
gation of some of my Kafilah, that liad induced the 
man to allow them to be forced open. The injury 
done to sortu' of the boxes, where a deal of violence 
had been used to o])cn them, the man did attempt 
to account for, by stating, that they had been 
bi’okcn during the journey, by the knocking about 
cons('(pi(‘nt u])on the numerous loadings, and 
unloadings of the camels, wliilst the holes in the 
ammunition and other boxes, he attributed to the 
curiosity of the children of the kraal. One box 
containing beads ^\•as so much damaged, that I 
was obliged to havt' the jiarccls ])laced in skin-bags. 
How all the things that had been left here so long, 
failed to excite the cu])idity of the pcoph', is 
beyond my comjirehension. ra])er, printed ging- 
hams, and actuall)', some thirteen ur fourt(;en 
dollars, in a box belonging to ^Ir. Scott, w('re left 
untouched. The beads, Avhatcv(T nia\' be said of 
their not being tlic kind, most in demand among 
the Dankalli, must still lun c' been thought of some 
value. In this short review of the facts, it must 
be understood, that the inhabitants of 'rajourah 
surpass in unprinci])led cunning, the lledouins of 
the interior, as they ari* on the other hand inferior 
to them in courage; so that the disgraceful 
conduct of Ohmed ]\rfhom('d, and Ebin Izaak, in 
the clandestine seai’ch tlu'y mad(', for dollars sup- 
posed to be contained in some of the packages, 
must not influence an^, opinion, that may he formed 
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respecting the character of the inhabitants of the 
interior. 

When Mahomed Allee took the last Kafilah of 
stores for the mission to Shoa, four • tliousand 
dollars and some musket cartridges were foru arded 
in similar packages ; by some means the Tajourah 
people became acquainted with the fact, and wh('n 
they heard of shot boxes being among those left 
at Errur, unable to b(> carried uj), they jumped to 
the conclusion at once, that these boxes must also 
contain dollars. This led to their endeavour to 
prevent me seeing the boxes until they had per- 
fectly .^/satisfied themselves of their contents; and 
finding nothing but the presence of what, in their 
possession, would convict them of the dishonest 
action, they had left the articles i in ton died, and 
then, making a virtue of their disappointment, 
commented loudly upon the integrity and good 
faith of the Dankalli jx'oph'. 

Care having been evidently tahaar of tin* jn’opi'rty 
to protect it from the weather, and tlu' man and his 
friends behaving so civilly to me on the occasion 
of my visit, I promised him, on my return to 
camp, a half dollar’s worth of blue sood for his 
wife, and a coloured cotton handkerchief for a 
son who was to be circumcised in a day or two. 
On such occasions, as in Arabia, all tlu' personal 
richgs and household furniture of the family are 
paraued, and a great entertainment provided. 

So much for the boxes I found in this place, 
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and which occasioned me considerable anxiety 
and trouble during the four days we stayed at 
Hiero Murroo. AVhat I regretted most Avas the 
offence I* liad given Ohmed Medina, wlio, in 
common with tlie rest of the Tajourah people, 
resented my holding any intercourse with the 
father of Mahomed Alh'e. None of them s])oke to 
me for two days, but I remained in my hut in 
perfect contentment ; pulling dowii a mat over the 
entrance,^ and making Zaido place a camel saddle 
as a kind of chevaux de frise in front, 1 slept very 
comfortably during the lieat of the day. At 
night I took the precaution of building ^p the 
entrance; of my hut with stones, whilst, over 
the region of my stomach 1 placed a shield, and 
curled one; of my arms around my nc'ck, so that 
any att(nn])t upon my life would ha\'(; been almost 
sure to have aA\akened me. 

Though r w;is spared, an unfortunate slave of 
my friend Ilimyali was murdered by one of my Ily 

Sditunauloe I'scort, for some ofh'iico committed 

(¥■ 

by the unfortunate man during the preceding 
day. Although in tlic scuflle that immediately 
ensued he had been scA'crelv Avounded in the face, 
this did not satisA his opponent, aaIio, unob- 
served, stole upon him during the night, and struck 
his daggc'i’ into the chest above tlie breast bone, 
killing him at one 1)1oav. The murderer next 
morning paraded Avith a large black feathen- in his 
hair, ailS a\;§^ the coolest of the Avholc party as 



368 FINE FOR SHEDDING BLOOD. 

they sat alone, during the deliberations which 
ensued upon this deed of blood. Five bullocks 
was the line imposed, which was paid by his 
friends collectively, who applied to me, to authorize 
Ohmed Mahomed to advance the money for that 
purpose. At first T insisted upon the lias ul 
Kaliluli discharging this man, but Ohmed Medina 
corroborating the statement that this was impos- 
sible in our situation, I liad no other course 
but to resolve not to ha^e any communication 

* f 

with th(' murderer. Fi\'en this T was only able 
to do for a Icav days, as the h'llow ^vould 
.still conu' and sit doun at the entrance of my 
hut, and converse' witli as niucli ('as(', as if 
conscious only of liaving done a most meritorious 
act. My last resort, tliero'fore, to ex])r('ss my own 
abhorrence of his dastardly conduct, was to address 
him always as Cain, and by that name he very 
soon became^ known to the whole Katilah, but of 
course, no one had any ieh'aof tlu' allusion contained 
in the appellation. 

Our stay in lliero Miirroo being so long, and 
the place abounding with shrubby (dum]>s of the 
inoomen or tooth-briish-tr('(', nc'arly all tin; Ivafilah 
people foi'iucd for themse'lye's, with their knives, 
rude bowel’s, by cutting out some of the underwood, 
and scattering it over the toji to increase the shade. 
In this manner sofnetinu's three or fiiur tenants 
woidd occupy oiui bu.sh. The moonum, or woomeii, 
as I have hearil it also called, grew at the convenient 
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distance of not more tlian five yards Ironi cacli 
otlicr, and towards cvemng I often took a walk, 
along the naturally formed lanes, to pick up 
some trait, of character, by observing the inmates 
and their occupation in these human nests. If 
they were not sleeping, whicli was most frequently 
the case, they ■would perhaps Ixi mending a tobe, 
or making tlioir ox-skin sandals. Soimdimes two 
kUc rascals, lying upon their stomachs, would be 
passing away the time by a game called gubahtFih, 
played with^ thirty-two pieces of dried camel’s 
dung, which were to he duly apportiom^d, according 
to certain laws, into sixtecai hoh's, and depends, 
somcw'hat lik(' backgammon, upon the choice of 
position and chance of number. 

Many of the bushes wcu'c festooned inside and 
out, with strings of meat drying in the sun, upon 
Avhich the circling falcon, ■which in great numbers 
ahvays accompany a Kafilah, would make frequent 
stoops, scarcely scarc'd, by th(' yell and often-hurled 
stones Df the watcldng slave-boy. 

In this ])lace, as was usual wlicrc there was 
plenty of grass and 'water, wt had constFint supplies 
*of mdk. We also readily purchased young kids for 
needles or tobacco, and I gcmerally ])referred one of 
these to the dry venison of the chase, in the pursuit 
of wdiich I always incurred much trouble and disap- 
pointment. Hat’ I been possessed of a good rifle, 
it would have been very different, but for hunting 
purposes my sliorf^ double-barrelled carabine was 
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good for nothing. Presents were also frequently 
made, in return for medicine consisting, in addition 
to bags of milk, sometimi^fS of a fine sheep or goat, so 
that the Jly Soumaulee, whilst wc were living here, 
fared sumptuously at no expense to me, for Ohmed 
Mahomed was more conscientious, or had began to 
know me better than to make his every second 
day demand for a bidlock. 

Diseases of tlie eyes I found most prevalent 
among the Dankalli. Sometimes I was asked to 
afibrd assistance in cases of severe SA^^ord and spear 
wounds. One of tlio men belonging to the kraal 
where I found tlic boxes had tliree large wounds 
ill the side, each one of which looked sufficient to 
have produced deatli ; and besides these, he had a 
spear wound comph'ti'ly through the muscles of 
the thigh. 

In treating several of their complaints I had 
recourse to an infiillible w’ater cure, for having but ' 
a small stock of medicine, I was obliged to contriv^' 
how to make tliem go as far as I could. Epsom saltii 
among other siveet things, was considered quite i 
bon-bon, and of tliis article I had but about one pound 
weight, so I dispensed it generally in tea-spoonsful 
to each applicant, instructing them, at the same 
time, that to increase its effect they must drink a 
great deal of water immediately after taking it. 

i n one case, an anxious mother returned some two or 
liree hours after I had given her son a dose of the 
salts. As she stooped down to look into my 
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apothecary’s shop, chattering away, slie pointed 
to a large empty water-skin which she held in 
her hand ; I could not «iiiderstand her, but Zaido 
came to ,niy assistance, and explained, that the 
woman wished to know, if her son might relieve 
himself by making water, “ for,” said he, “ he has 
taken three of those water-skin sfnl already, and 
he must do so, before lie can drink aiiA' more, or he 
will burst most assuredly. *’ I ‘‘■ave the desired 
permission, and the woman departed. “Zaido,” said 
I, when* she was gone, “ when I say, drink a 
great deal of water, I do not inc'an as much as a 
thirsty camel can take, but only a good sized 
basket-full.” Zaido, as my assistant dispenser and 
interpreter, promised attention, and no deaths in 
consequence of excessive drinking occurred. 

During the two last evenings of our stay in this 
place, sev(n'al individuals of the Muditu people 
appeared on tlu' outskirts of our camp, in parties 
of three or four. I'hey were not received amongst 
generally standing at a distance of thirty or 
forty yards from tlie 'salt loads and stores. They 
examined us with some degree of interest, and 
were evidently endeavouring to form some idea of 
our pui'poses and movements. Their appearance, 
howe^ipr, V^roke through the reserve that had for 
the bette; part of two days been observed between 
me and the people of the Kafilah, on account of 
my appaibi^t predilection, for th% father of their 
detested Mahomed Alice. They now came 

^ « O 
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to my Ilut, telling me in a low voice I must come 
out to frighten away the Assa-hemerah Muditu, 
by firing off ray guns. I'his was done with very 
good effect, for they invariably took the. hint, and 
after a few minutes’ stay, to save their honour, I 
suppose, they moved off the ground. On one of these 
warning intimations, a loud laugh was raised at 
the expense of one of our Muditu visitors, who, in 
the sudden astonishment occasioned by the report, 
brought up his spear to the attitude for launching 


it, but with the butt-end towards me. f 

One evening, Carmel Ibrahim, the Hy Soumaulee 
chief, was sitting upon the ground by my 
amusing himself and me by his vain endeavours ||t)| 
count thirty, which proved to be beyond 1^ 
arithmetical pouers, even with the aid of smU 
stones. Counting tliese by fives, he produced a 
total of thirty-five, and when I said they wire 
wrong, he added another five to correct the error. 
At last, with the aid of Allee, who had been 
taught the Arabic numerals at school in Tajoiwah, . 
the thirty stones were ranged in a line, and M 
began my lesson, to learn their, names in the Affiin 
or Dankalli tongue. 

Whilst thus engaged, Allee cauglit sight of 
three men coming in a direction from thednorth, 
the country of the Assa-hemerah. They approached 
&e Kafilah very cautiously, and evidently trying 
conceal theit advance, by covering themselves 
uith the low bushes between us and them. 
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Carmel and Alice sprung to their spears, crying 
out the usual alarm, “ Koo, koo, koo,” wliilst T made 
a dive into my hut for my carabine and pistols. All 
the Kafilah men rushed to arms, and we were soon 
sitting, as usual, in a semicircular line, in a direction 
looking towards the expected foe. 

After sitting nearly half an hour, and no enemy 
appearing, Carmel Ibrahim got up, and beckoning to 
me to accompany him, we went togetln'r for some 
distance in the front, until it was too dark to discern 
distant ()l;)jects, when we returned, and dissipated 
the apprehensions of the ix^st as to any body of men 
h|ing in the neighbourhood. The few first seen 
^fce some prowling thieves, quite as lik(dy to have 
been’ Wahama as Miulitu, and could have no 
hostile intention upon the Kalilah beyond indi- 
vidual murder, or stealing any trifling thing they 
might have met witli. 

The assembly having dispersed upon our report 
to their several bowers, Zaido and Alice set about 
slaughtering a sheep, Alice cutting the throat whilst 
Zaido threw himself u])on the struggling animal. 
Seeing there was every probability of its escaping, 
I went to their assistance, calling out “Allah achbah! 
Allah achbah!” to summon some Bedouins I 
saw over the top of tl|p next bush to give us 
their aid, conceiving that the common Islam ejacu- 
lation over animcilasheing killed, would be the best 
intimation that coulifbe given them, of what was 
goingforward. One of them understood me properly. 
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and soon came pushing round the bush to this 
labour of love. Dropping down by the side of 
Zaido, he caught hold of the head of the sheep by 
the chin, fixed its shoulders against his hnee, and 
bending the former back, with a furious wrench 
tore the wound in the throat open by the force, 
and effected at once tlie dislocation of the neck, 
and immediate deatli. Soon flaying the animal, they 
dragged asunder the joints, separating the bones 
from their articulations by many twists, and with 
as little use of their well-preserved knives as 
possible. The flesh thus almost torn from tlic body 
was put into cooking vessels, wliilst the head, -with 
the skin still attached, was placed amidsj: the wood 
ashes of the fire, until the brain Avas Avell stewed in 
the bony cavity of the skull. The shank bones, 
broken between large stones, afforded to their 
fortunate possessors delicious tit-bits of raw marrow, 
draAvn Avith a long spluttering sough into the mouth. 
The entrails, after being taken out, AA^ere hastily 
draAvn through the closed hand, to squeeze the^ 
contents upon the ground, and AAithout more 
dressing, transferred to the pots along Avith the 
other meat, and AA'hich Avere soon bubbling fast and 
furious, over the crackling, sparkling brush AA'Ood or 
dried mimosa that formed the fuel. By and by 
the savage bfiiiquet is prepared, and the meat taken 
from the pots is put upon mi|ts, or into the hollow 
of an old shield ; every one noAV tries to get first to 
help himself, all struggling and pushing, but in the 
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best of humour. The circle nearest the meat 
hesitating to choose, tliinking they possess the 
advantage of position, find , hands intruding from 
behind, that carry off the very pieces, they had just 
fixed their minds upon. 

It was not frequently that I joined these dinners, 
but whenever I did, I was reiKnvcd with e^^ery atten- 
tion. One after another woidd push towards me his 
portion of the meat, or cut oft' with his knife that 
wliich he conceived to be the clioice.st bit, and 
wliich he* would hand or toss to me, according as 
my distance was, from the party who paid me this 
compliment. Nor were tlicy niggardly in the 
offerings thus made, and large lumps of fat m 
quick succession were tempting me to eat from 
every side. One lucky fellow, happy in the posses- 
sion of some part of the entrails, Avould, perhaps, 
befor^.hc presented it for my acceptance, repass it 
throtipl his pressing fingers, to extract more of its 
contents, with a kind of instinct, or an acute 
pcrce;^|pfl, that the less it contained of tlie dirty 
matterfbe more agreeable it woidd be to me. 

I hive had occasion previously to mention, that it 
is usual among the Dankalli to make but one meal 
a-day. It is, however, very seldom that this consists 
of animal food, for the Hedouins never think of 
slaughtering cattle for their own use. ■Milk, and 
occasionally, as a luxuiy, di-aughts of the rich fluid 
butter called ghee, constituting their food all the 
year round. On settlement of blood feuds, 
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when it is agreed that the compensation, consisting 
always of a number of cattle, shall be killed and 
eaten by the previously contending tribes, or when 
an animal has received some serious injjiry, or is 
about to die from disease, are the only occasions of 
indulgence in animal food. 

Grain of any kind, dates, or vegetables, are 
unknown as the products of tlie country 
of Adal south of Owssa, although many parts 
arc well calculated for the cultivation of all 
kinds of useful tropical plants. Cottoii, indigo, 
and sugar, I am sure would thrive most luxu- 
riantly along the broad valley of the river of 
Killalu, called Waha-ambillec, and which extends 
from the west of I.ake Abhibhad to the extensive 
and widely-spreading plains of Krriir to the south, 
to the base of the Oburah and Goror range. 

In my notes wiitten on this spot, 1 find the follo^v- 
ing observation recorded. That portion of the 
entrails, with which the Dankalli, in common with 
the other savage inhabitants of this part of Africa, 
are said to adorn themselves, is the omentum, or 
peritoneal covering of tjie bow'els, and which corre- 
sponds with what, in our butchers’ shops, is called 
the leaf, and from which lard is rendered. This 
omentum abounds with* fat, easily melted by the 
sun. It is taken and twisted by the hands into a 
!^d of rope, which is tied around the neck, the 
ends hanging low behind the back. It is not, there- 
fore, for ornament that entrails are worn by these 
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people, but for the relief and comfort the skin 
receives from unctuous substances, when liable to 
exposure under a burning sun, and which has 
dictated jthe employment, of this natural and 
constant supply of grease, in the manner I have 
described. 

One afternoon I was again treated with an 
extempore song, a method of expressing their 
feelings Avhich appears to afford great ph^asiire to 
the -Dankalli; I Avas sitting on tlie ground at the 
entrancc*of my hut, thinking upon past scenes and 
pleasures, at the same time humming a favourite 
old tune. This attracted the attention of 
Moosa, AA'ho, Avith tlie large Avooden packing-needle 
they use for seA\'ing the i)alm-leaf salt-bags, Avas 
mending my mule’s head-gear, tAVO straps of Avhich 
had got broken. Ejecting, Avith avertc'd head, a 
great (piantity of tobacco juice from his mouth far 
ujgon the sand, he began a Ioav muttering song, 
which Avas soon joined in by Carmel Ibrahim, avIio 
I^; in a neighbouring bush, Carmel, as usual, 
introducing my name, and exciting considerable 
n^irth among the listeners Avho gathered around, 
but their merriment Avas as far as possible from 
being of a disrespectful character. 

Every evening ball-])laying amused the greater 
part of the Kafilah people, knd the loud shouts on 
the Wahama side told of their being also engaged 
in the saipc noisy busy game. It was rather too 
boisteroui^for me to join, though I was often 
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invited by our party, hut I showed off by balancing 
some heavy sheets of pewter, Ohmcd Medina was 
taking up to tlie Shoan market. All these I could 
lift with the greatest case, and project them from 
one shoulder a considerable distance. None of my 
Dankalli companions coidd do this, and although I 
was very weak from my recent illness, they all 
acknowledged my superior strength. This was 
admitted on more than one occasion; but I recollect 
once particularly, at Arabderah, being requested to 
heave away, a large stone half buried in’ the soil. 
Garahmee, on going to prayers, there being no 
water, was necessitated to go through the perfonn- 
ance in sand, and the cavity in which the stone was 
embedded was to re])resent the bathing vessel. 
IVIoosa, Carmel Ibrahim, Ohmed i\I(Hliiia, all tried 
to remove the stone without tlu' least effect, but 1 


rolled it out with comparative case. Troin this 
circumstance, which was corroborated by otl^pr 
opportunities of observation, I do not consider 
bodily strengtli to be a characteristic of the 
Dankalli, although for agility and endurance under 
fatigue, I think they are unequalk'd by any people, 
not excepting even tin; North American Indians. 
That they would incur voluntarily this exercise of 
their pliysical and moral endui-ance is another thing, 
and from what little I know' of them I do not think 
the||jvould. 

mter remaining at Hiero Miirroo five days, 
I was nffisorry to find that we were to start on the 



leave HtERO MtJEROO. 


momiiig of the sixth. Although I had deter- 
mined not to appear anxious to get the journey 
over, still I could not help bribing Ebin Izaak with 
five dollars, to induce ‘Olimed Mahomed not to 
delay our march, after the boxes of Mahomed 
Alice’s Kafilali came into camp, which was on the 
morning of the fifth day of our stay, and accord- 
ingly, before evening, I received the intimation of 
our move the next morning. During the last day 
we were joined by several smaller Kafilahs, of 
from eight to twenty camels, so that we could now 
muster with the Wahama Kafilali, betwt'en three 
and four hundred camels, and nearly two hundred 
fighting men. 
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Journey from Hicro Murroo to Mettah. — ’General direction, 
W. S. W., time marching four hours and a-half. — Conversa- 
tion upon different roads through Adal to Shoa. — Commercial 
jealousy hetween the Muditu and tlic Dankalli, — Battle of Hiliillo. 
— Surprise sleeping fi’iend. — Friglvtcn my servant Alice. — Halt 
near Assa-hemerah kraal. 

May Vlth . — Wc wctc uj) and away long before 
sunrise. Ohined INIedina and T wore accompanied 
by a crowd of the escort and Kafilali men, all dis- 
coursing upon some great engagement that had 
taken place some few years before, ^vhen Ijohitii 
led the combined Dankalli tribes against the Assa- 
hemerah Muditu, who occupit'd the whole country 
on the ea.'’;t of the Ilawash, from Owssa- to the ford 
of ^Mulkukuyu, where our road crossed the Ilawash. 
I'he scene of this sanguinary conflict was about two 
hours’ march "to the north-Avest of where Ave Avere, 
at the base of a high conical mountain Avhich noAV 
came into sight, having previously been shut from 
the view by the small range of Abhidah. Almost all 
my Ily Soumaulec escort had been present in the 
battle, and I received long accounts, during the 
marclf, through the interpreting medium olOhnied- 
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Medina, wlio liimsclf was not there, hut who took 
as much interest in the relations as T did. 

It appears that foi* some years previous to 1839, 
the road to Shoa had heeii closed to the merchants 
of Tajourah and of Ambahbo, wlio previously had 
carried on an extensive trade with that country, 
taking up salt from Lake Assal, and receiving in 
return Abyssinian slaves, who were sold to great 
advantage in the Maliomedaii ports on the shores 
of the lied 8ea. Tlio Assa-lienierah live on the 
north side of the more western portion of the road 
through Adal, and although speaking the same 
language, deny their nationality with tlie llankalli 
tribes. This was tlieir plea for extorting exorbitant 
duties for many years previous to 1S39, but having 
at length fully established an intercourse with 
Shoa through their oavu country, by another 
passag(^;.of the river Ilawash, north of iNIulkukiiyu, 
they endeavoured to monopolize tlio trade in salt 
and slaves. To effect this, they seized the whole 
country to the north of the road to Bahr Assal, and 
allowed ffo Tajourah Kafilah <uthcr to load with 
salt at the lake, or to ])roceed for slaves to Shoa. 

For several years the Assa-lunnerah had thus 
excluded aU but their own Kafilahs from entering 
Shoa by the direct road, attacking and plundering 
all other Kafilahs that attempted it. I make 
the observation “■ djigjct road,” for we learn from 
the journal of Izei^fg and Krapf, published by 
the Church Missiol m Society, that the Tajourah 
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people had some communication still with the 
kingdom of Shoa. They were, however, obliged 
to move with their camels along the sea-shore 
to. the head of Goobat ul Khhrab, then, during 
tlie night, pass rapidly over the five or six miles 
which intervene between the sea in this situation 
and the salt lake. Loading their camels with the 
salt, they then returned to Tajourah. From this 
town they proceeded to Zeilali in bogalows, or native 
boats, and by a circuitous route through the country 
of the Issah Soumaulee, at length reached Shoa. 

It was not likely such a palmy state of things, 
for the Assa-hemerah people, would be allowed to 
flourish long, without exciting some envy and 
jealousy, especially among the inhabitants of 
Tajourah and Owssa, who had not forgotten the 
great advantages that accriu'd to them when .aiii 
uninterrupted road allowed tliem to carry on ri| 
direct trade with the populous countries to thef 
west of the Hawasli. Accordingly, through the 
machinations of some of the wise men of Tajourah, 
the braves of all the Dankalli tribes in the interior, 
consented to combine their forces under one leader, 
and Lohitu, the Debcmee chief, was unanimously 
chosen to fill that post. Owssa is inhabited by a 
Muditu tribe, but on this occasion they assisted 
the Tajourah people, because of their dependance 
upon that port, to enable them to commimicate with 
foreign markets, as the Owssa Muditu carry on 
a considerable trade withi Gondah and Central 
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Abyssinia. The othei: leagued tribes were the 
Issah Soumaulce, the Wahama, fhe Hy Souniaulcc, 
the Debenee, and a mixed multitude of minor sub- 
divisions tliat could scarcely be considered separate 
tribes. Tajourah and Ambabboo also sent their 
warriors ; but Ohmed Medina lauglied when he said 
they only sent ten men between tliem. Altogether 
the conibined forces amounted to one thousand rabn, 
who were gatliered togetlier on San-karl to the west 
of the valley of Giibard, and which 1 recollected to 
have been pointed out to me by Lohitu himself as 
the rendezvous of liis tribe on such occasions. 

From San-kaii they proceeded to Kuditcc, and 
slept there the night jn’eceding the engagement. 
The next morning they entered the country of the 
Assa-hemerah, tAvo thousand of whom had collected 
upon, the flank of the mountain Ilyhilloo, to give 
battle to the invaders. liohitu led his men directly 
to tlmir front, and after a few ])ersonal combats, in 
which the leader and my little Tajourah acquaint- 
ance,, sibrahim Shataii, particularly distinguished 
themselves, tin? battle becann? gc'iieral, and in less 
than one hour a.fter they had first seen the iMuditu, 
the latter fled, leaving more than one half their 
number slain. 

Of the allies, I Avas informed, the Issah Sou- 
maulee lost thci greatest number, one hundred 
of them, havin&been killed. The Debenee lost 
sixty, the eighty, the Hy Soumaulee, 

a very small thirty, and the Owssa Muditu 
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fifty. The Tajourah people lost hut one man; 
whilst of all the others who fought under Lohitu, 
not as particular tribes, but as amateurs, about 
twenty were killed, making a totaL of three 
hundred and forty-one, and considering the manner 
in which battles are fought among these people, I 
can easily conceive how so few, comparatively, of 
the victorious party were slain. 

One interesting ethnological fact may be gleaned 
from this relation ; tliat is, the presence of the 
Issah Soumaulee on tliis occasion, which is another 
evidence to prove, the intimate relationship of the 
Daiikalli with that people. 

Conversing upon the subject of this light, wc; 
kept marching on for nearly fiv(' hours, but as \\c 
were in the rear of the Kafilah, and obliged to 
restrict ourselves to the slow pace of the camels, 
I do not think we accomplished more than ten 
miles during that time. We halted at a place 
called Mettah, or "Maida, and the appearance of the 
country suggested, the appropriateness of the 
name, which I was given to understand, signified 
the same as the English word meadoAv. 

Our march had been all the morning along a 
narrow plain, confined by low level ridges of bhack 
lava, about a mile distant from each other. 
Through the centre, but in a very serpentine course, 
a shallow channel had been cut through the fine 
alluvial soil, by an occasional stream, Avhich floAVs 
toAvards the north and east. When Ave passed 
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along its banks we only found a few shallow stagnant 
pools ill its bed. 

On leaving the line of march with Ohmed Medina 
to examine the stream more closely, we found, in 
its dry bed, very soundly sleeping, a man wrapt up 
in his tobe, his shield being secured by it over his 
stomach and bowids. Instinct, or sonn'thing like 
it, had taught mc' the very same method of partially 
securing myself from assassination, wln'iiever I 
expected foul -play, or have had reason to suspect 
those, wliom I well knew, would have been glad of 
an opportunity to take away my lif(% without danger 
to themselves from my firearms. Ihitting my hand 
to the lieavy A dal knife I More in my girdle, I 
turned to Ohmed ^Medina, to ask liim if I should 
bury it in the heart of tlie unconscious sleeper. He 
taking my proposal to be serious, instantly interposed 
Math the common Arabic negative, “ 1 ^a ! la ! ” but 
Avhich, in the usual amusing manner of an Adal 
interpl'etation, he prolonged to five or six repetitions. 
This awoke the man, ivho certainly looked as if 
he thought he were about to be ])ut to deatii, and 
scowled most desperately, as in a moment ho put 
himself behind his shield, and raised his spear 
for the attack. Ohmed iNledina calmed his appre- 
hensions by a word or tu'o, but he also took care 
to drop behind his sliield, as he spoke from the 
overhanging bank. The man, hoivever, recovered 
confidence, letf fall his weapon to the ground, 
and stood npngjt, and in a very short time 
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we were all three walking back to the Hy 
Soiimaiiloe, some of whom came to meet us, to 
inquire from whence our new friend had sprung. 
It seemed he belonged to the Waliama .tribe, but 
from some cause or other was obliged to be very 
select in his lodgings, probably from having had a 
recent quaiTcl, wliich woidd have insured his 
death, had he been discovered by his enemy asleep. 

At Mettah, the narroAV plain we had travelled 
along spread oiit into an open level country, 
which appeared bounded by an extensive sea, 
so perfectly delusive was tlie a])pearance of the 
distant mirage, in which small eminences, here and 
there appearing, look('d like islets standing amidst 
the waters. Large sand pillars, their bases hidden 
in the mirage, rising like spirits from the vasty 
deep, until their tall summits were lost in the blue 
sky, moved steadily across, acted upon by somi; 
stronger current of air, and added one more 
circumstance to strengthen tlu' delusion, by 
reminding the tra\'clled s2)ectator, of the water- 
spouts he has witnessed at sea. After all my 
experumcc I persisted in believing that there must 
bo water before me, especially as it lay in the 
situation of a lake, Murroo, I had heard lieut. 
Barker speak of, but Ohmed Medina very quietly 
referred me, to the stream and its course in an 
opposite dii’ection, to corroborate his statement of 
its being “ a great lie.” 

My mule breaking loose, in consequence of 
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not having been properly secured by Alice, strayed 
to a considerable distance towards the opposite side 
of the plain, and a large party went out to protect 
Zaido, and Alices, wlio were sent to bring her in, 

for it appeared our movements were being watched 
by a party of men, squatting on the extremity 
of the ridge where it projected into the plain. So 
nearly approaching to the colour of these rocks, were 
the dark sl^ins of the natives, that it was sometime 
before I could make them out, or the cause? of all 
the bust/e that seemed to have taken possession of 
the previously quiet camp. I thought at first it 
was some leojiard or hjena, preparations were 
being made to hunt, that had occasioned the stir, 
and came out of my hut to see the anticipated 
sport. AVlien I did discover the men I was sur- 
prised that such a number could have approached 
so close, and not have been discovered before. 
They. must have marched parallel to us, covered 
by the ridge on our left, and the circumstance 
of ^ terminating opposite to where we had 
halted, prevented them continuing their ambush 
for any purposes of surprise, and our increased 
numbers made an open attack by them, out of the 
question. After the nude was driven in, they 
retired, but upon a report spreading that a large 
kraal of the Assa-heraerah lay over the other side of 
the ridge, my Hy Soumaidee friends, and most 
of the young men of the Kafilah, determined to 
proceed thither for the purpose, as they said on 

e c 2 
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my protesting against it, to purchase milk. As, 
lio>A'ev('r, I knew that robbery was intended, and 
that miirder would probably ensue, I offered them 
a bullock to remain, which they very reluctantly 
accepted. On my expostulating with Ohmed 
INIedina, he admitted it was not right, and said 
very candidly, “ What arc my countrymen but 
wild beasts 1 ” 

Alice the First, now came into my lint to claim 
damages, showing a bruise upon his fac(‘, which he 
asserted had been indicted by tlu^ mule, whilst 
catching her to bring her back to the camp, I said 
it was no such thing ; for ever since her back had 
been almost broken by the butt end of the spear of 
a fat Dankalli, uiiom she kicked in the belly, 1 
observed she had improved ver)’ much in her 
disposition, and Avas \('ry cautious hoAv she 
attempted anything of the sort. However, T told 
him I Avould look in my book and sv.v if his tale 
were correct. Opening, Avitli a very grave' counte- 
nance, Mr, ]\FQu('('n’s Surve'y of Africa, which I 
had just been consulting, I looke'd up, after having 
examined it, and said, Alice, Alice, you are a 
story-teller, for Ohmed Mahomed hit you that blow 
in your face.” I never shall forget the conster- 
nation that ajipeared in his face, as ejacnjlating 
“ Whallah!” (By God), he backed out of my hut, 
tliinking, I really bcli(3ve, that I should metamor- 
phise him into something or other before he could 
g%away, for his attempted imposition. Having 
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got safe out of my hut, however, lie recovered from 
his fright, and, as if recollecting himself, said, 
“ Ahkeem, will yon tell me who stole my fedeenah'l” 
alluding to the Avoodcm prop or pillow for the head, 
T have before observed, as being so generally used 
by these pco])le. By a singidar accident this very 
fedeenah had Ix'on placed nndi'r my head by one 
of the lly Soumaulee, as I slept out upon the 
hillside amongst them at Kudite(‘, Avhilst expecting 
the Waliama Avould attack us. When I was 
awakcnt'd by Olinu'd jNfahomed in the middle of 
the night, and told to return to my hut, the man 
Avho carried my mat for im? brought away the 
pilloAV ; whose it was I did not knoAV, Init as no 
in(|uiries Avi're made about it, T always aftei wards 
rolh'd it u]) in m\ Arab cloak for myself, as I 
found it very comfortable after a little use. I 
instantly suspected that this was the one respecting 
Avhich Alice Avanted information, and so, affecting 
to knoAv all about it, 1 told him 1 Avoiild not tell 
him Avho the thief Avas, for the sake of peac(% but 
that if ho came in tlie ( vening J Avould return it 
myself to him. This, ol* c()nrs(', 1 did, and quite 
convinced All(>c of my immense jioAver OAer the 
Jinn, d’he evil that resulted from this was, that a 
rumour Avas spread among the Katilah that I had 
dealings Avith these spirits of fire, Alice sAvearing 
positively 1 carric'd one Avith me confined in a 
bottle, and that he had frequently seen me considt- 
ing it. Thie' simple felloAv meant my thermometer. 
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After sunset a large drove of camels, sheep, and 
goats, were seen moving towards the Assa-liemerah 
village behind the ridge, but we saw nothing more 
of the inhabitants. They were evidently influenced 
by some hostile feeling towards us, for on every 
other occasion of being in an inhabited neighbour- 
hood, the women, or at least the children, would 
bring in rnillc or young kids as presents, or for 
sale. 
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Journey from Mcttah to Muitoo, general direction, W. S, W., time 
marching, throe hours and a-lialf. — Remarks upon the climate 
of Adah — ^Pass some small extinct volcanoes. — A little farriery. 
— Cautions for practitioners of medicine resident among the 
Dankallh — Halt for a short time at Kuma. — >Second vi.sit of 
Abu Biikeree. — Proceed to Murroo. — Halt near kraal of Durtce 
Ohmed, Sheik of the Sidee Ahhreu trilie. 


May \Zth . — Up at sunrise, and soon after tlie party 
of pedestrians followed tlic camels, ])roceeding- along 
the plain in a west-south-west direction. The hills 
of Affrahah to the south-west, the terminal peak of 
the same range to the south-east, with the Ilyhilloo 
fountain to the north, formed a well-defined tri- 
angular space of flat open country, Avhich admitted 
the eye to range over an unbroken view of about 
ten miles on every side. Nor was this a sterile 
tract, but covered Avith a jungle of young mimosa 
trees, and ])lenty of excellent grass. Numerous 
dry watercourses presented themselves as we 
marched along, and in some, the yet soft clayey 
soil intimated the recent evaporation of the water. 
I should have observed, that slight showers of rain, 
of not longer than tAVO or three minutes’ duration, 
occurred during every night of our stay in Hiero 
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Murroo. These were the last sprinklings of the 
wet season, if the country of Adal may he said to 
have such distinctions in the unfixed character of its 
climate. The squally thunder-storms of Tchruary, 
and the great heats of August, constitute the 
extremes of annual differenc(‘, but the persistaiicc 
in the character of even these months cannot be 
assured, and from Avliat I obsc'rved myself, the 
reverse of these conditions are just us likely to liappcn. 
The sairu' vicissitudes, I was told, characterize 
every month, and in different parts of Adal these 
states of the atmosphere exist at tlu' same time. In 
such an irregular and uncertain climate, the presence 
of the cloud of fire by night, and tlu' ])illar of sand 
bv dav are invaluable, as guides to the lledouin in 
search of water for bis flocks, and natural history 
docs not contain a more striking illustration of the 
benevolent purposes of (iod toA\ ards man, even in bis > 
most evil condition, tlian these j)henomena present^: 

The singular position of the country of Adal is 
probably the cause of this irregularity in the seasons. 
Islands that are surrounded by seas arc acknowledged 
to have their climates modified by the circumstances 
of their situation ; and differing in kind, but exactly* 
analogous, is the effect Avhicli is produced by the- 
low position of Adal, surrounded on all sides, 
except towards the cast, by elevated table lands. 
A reference to the map appended to this volume 
illustrates my idea better, perhaps, than I can 
desc4]^e it. It will be there seen, that to the north 
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a water-shed directs the course of the river Takazza 
to the Nile, whilst to the soiitli, an oppositely 
correspondent water-shed is drained by the river 
AVhabbee, emptying itself into the Indian Ocean 
at Juba. Instead of a inoiintain range, whicli 
usually marks the separations of different water- 
sheds, we here' have a huge fissure of habitable 
land, drained by its own particular water system. 
To the west, the high plah'au of Abyssinia closes 
the excavated ’])bdn of Adal, but itAvillbe perceived 
that in tliat direction the progress of extension is 
rapidly going on, by the denuding agency of the river 
llaAvash, Avliich is annually removing its courses 
farther to the ii'est, by the vast amount of the 
Abyssinian liighland, it carrii's away during the 
rainy season in that country. 

To this peculiar situation of Adal, therefore, I 
attribute the great irregularity in the season of the 
ruins, generally so periodical in otlier intratropical 
districts. Opportunities of observation have been 
only afforded me, of becoming acipiainted Avith the 
fact, but the charader of the surrounding countries 
being knoAvn, and the relatiA (‘ ])osition of Adal Avith 
these, lieing borne in mind, I Iuia e no doubt meteor- 
ologists AAull b(^ able to account, for the irre- 
gularity and vicissitudes of the climate. 

To the left of our road, a lake called Iruloff 
Avas reported to exist, Avliich contained water all 
the year round. It communicates AA’ith the rher 
of Killaloo.’^^ attention Avas directed to the 
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subject, by seeing in that direction a cloud of some 
thousands of the white ibis moving idong the 
horizon. They were much smaller than the 
Egyptian ibis, and more like the paddy bird of 
India. 

Towards the latter end of our march to-day the 
field of extinct craters again apjicarcd, the cones 
much larger, and increasing in heiglit as they 
approached the base of llybilloo and Abliidah. The 
trees and shrubs clotliing their sid(‘s seemed thicker 

I 

and more luxuriant; and tin' ground over whicli 
we marched was covered with light green grass, a 
small lemon-fiavoured fragrant mint, and the little 
blue-fiowcred tliorny-leaved plant of Avhich tlu^ 
camels appear to be so fond. This latter grows 
about four or five inclu's high, the numerous 
flowerets growing along a spike like an car of 
wheat, and when the S('ed is ripe it is not unlike, 
in form or size, shrivelled corn. 

Ohmed iVlahomed was very ill this morning, ittid 
obliged to ride his mule. Anothei* awkward cir- 
cumstance upon the march was a camel, subject 
to epileptic fits, falling, was obliged to be 
unloaded.* The Kafilah peo])le all attributed it to 
Jinn, and as the animal stumbled as if he were 
drunk, it was not a bad cause to assign for his 
complaint, especially as ho was laden wdth a few 
dozens of choice (ieneva going up for the use of 
t]|JiV[ission in Shoa. This, by the bye, had got the 
nam^f “ hubble-bubble,” from the rattling of the 
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stone bottles against each other, as the liusks of 
some kind of seed, in which they were first packed, 
got shaken out of the boxes. One of the great 
complaints brought against Mahomed Allec by the 
Tajourah people was, his having “ shrab hubble- 
bubble,” drunk all the gin that had been entrusted 
to his care as Ras ul Kafilah. Whatever spirit, 
however, possessed the came;!, T was applied to, to 
('xorcise it. To do this I took a large lump of 
mjTT’h 1 had just gathen'd from tlie tree, and a piece 
of opium I hap])('U('d to have with me. These I 
rolled up in paper like a horse bidl, and luiA'ing 
seen something of the sort in fari’iery, when giving 
medicine to cattle, 1 caught bold of the camel’s 
tongue with one liaiid, and passed the other, arm, 
elbow, and all, far down his throat, so that the 
animal could not get his physic back again any 
how; a mode of medical treatment that delighted 
the Dankalli exceedingly; and, had they been 
governors of an hospital, they u'ould have been 
unanimous in appointing me physician, on the 
ground of my merits alone. My success, too, was 
surprising, for the camel recovered for the time, 
and this addition to my fame, increased, the confi- 
dence of Ohmed Mahomed, in the efficacy of the 
remedies I had also given to him. llad this latter 
been treated properly he ought to have been bled, 
as he was evidently labouring under a determination 
of blood to the^ad. 

I was prev^^^ performing this little operation 
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by recollecting the case of an unfortunate Armenian 
doctor, who, in Suikin, two years before, had been 
sacrificed by the populace on account of the death of 
a patient whom he had thus treated. Tlie Turkish 
Governor of the town, before whom the complaint 
was made of tliis treatment, in vain interceded in 
behalf of the doctor ; his expostulations had no 
effect, and he was obligi'd to ])crmit that w^hich he 
was unable to pri'veni, and the accused was taken 
from his prestmce to the outside of the walls of the 
town, Avhere he was barbarously executed in the 
usual mamu'r, by the weapons of the friends and 
relations of his deceased ])atient. 1 heard of this 
in Aden, the fact lia^iiig been reported by the 
European Ckinsuls in tlie iK'ighbonring ports to 
their respective Governments, and, in consequence, 
a representation was mad(; to the Eoite upon the 
subject. In sucli countries if a traveller be 
requested to afiord assistanc(' to sick ])ersons, for 
whom no hope of recovery (’xists, liis best jiractice 
will be to recommend the fri('nds of the patieht to 
pray a certain nnmIxT of tinu's to Allah, or if lie 
finds he must do sometliing himself, let him give 

them somp written charm or other, but never by 

* 

any means administer medicine or perform the least 
operation. In case's when active measures arc 
adopted, and the patient, to the surprise of himself 
and others, does get well, the cure is always 
ascribed to vVllah alone; but should he die, the 
doctor is considered responrible for 1^^^ 
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which is certain to be attributed to him or his 
medicines. To show liow careful a person ought 
to be, I shall relate a little incident that occurred 
to me whilst we were staying at our last halting- 
place. A woman came for some medicine for her 
husband, who was said to be very ill imh'ed. I 
could not go to see liim as he lived ten or twelve 
miles from the Kafilali. As the woman was very 
importunate for medicine', wliicb, liaviug no know- 
ledge of th(' case, I at first refused, to get rid of 
her, I opened a package of t('a, and gi^ing her a 
small spoonful, wrapt it up in a bit of old news- 
papers and sent her away, with directions how to 
use it. 7.'lic lU'xt morning, however, I found her, 
making a terribk' noise at the entrance of my hut, 
saying that lu'r husband was a great deal worse, 
and all owing to tlu' medicine he had taken. No 
one could understand tlu' simjrh' cliaracter of the 
remedy I had scut him, so all my explanations 
went for nothing, until 1 ha])pened to see, sticking 
between her skin p('tticoat and her orvii black hide, 
the identical paper 1 had put the modicirre in; and 
snatching it from her waist, I t'ound the tea still 
in it, actually untouclu'd. This evidemye of the 
woifiarr’s imposture Avas conclusive, and she was 
taken aAvay by those of her friends, who just before 
were making loud demands of compensation, for the 
injury they asserted I had done. 

In simple cases of temporary disordered functions, 
or whep igediGiii^ could be demonstrated to possess 
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specific effects upon the seat of some organic 
disease, I always gladly availed myself of the oppor- 
tunity of displaying the advantages and power, 
derivable from the knowledge of tlic m.pdical pro- 
perties of natural substances. Tn fact, I always 
pleaded to the more intelligent of my companions, 
that the desire to obtain an increase of knowledge, 
as an Ahkeem, Avas the principal reason why I had 
left my country to expose my health and life in a 
country like Adal, among a people so barbarous as 
even the Dankalli acknowledged themselves to be. 

The Kafilah halted at Kuma, and a few camels 
were already unloadi'd, when it Avas determined by 
Ohmed Medina and Ohmed IVlahomed, that Ave 
should proceed at once to Murroo, the ri'sidenco of 
a tribe called Sidee Ahbreu, to tlie chief of AA’hich, 
one Durtee Ohmed, I had a kind of introduction 
from Lieutenant llarkc'r, similar to the one I had 
to Abu Bukeree. Of this latter cliic ftain I had lost 
sight for several days, althougli his wives and 
children often visited me, bright with smiles, some- 
times bringing me little skins of milk, or a large 
German-sausage-looking affair, consisting of a por- 
tion of the dried intestine of a coav filled Avith ghee. 
The absence of Abu Bukeree Avas occasiftned 
by the presence of Abu Mahomed, the father of 
Mahomed Allee, Avho Avas still Avith the Wahama 
Kafilah ^ Avhich preceded us about tAvo miles, 
and Avho Avould often visit me in our camp. Two 
suns at a time are allowed to be too many by the 
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Dankalli ; and so, with a becoming politeness, these 
old gentlemen had agreed to divide my attentions 
and presents, the father of Mahomed Allee to have 
the benefit of my acquaintance to Kuma, where the 
undisputed territory of Abu Bukeree commenced, 
and this latter was then to take his turn to INIurroo. 

I do not think that when this arrangement Avas 
made betAve('ii tlnmi, Abu Ihdveree said anytliing 
about the present 1 had already gi\'en him. At all 
events, our lias id Kafilah had bc'cn no party to 
this negotiation, and his determination to proceed 
Avithoiit halting at Kama qidte deranged their 
plan ; Ohmed Mahonu'd conceiA cd that it would 
be more profitaide for him to continue the day’s 
journey on to ■Murroo, to avoid any more demands 
from Abu Ihdveree for presents, on tin; plea 
of halting in liis t('rritorv. Instructions Averc 
accordingly given to tlu' Kaiilah not to unload 
here. A sliort ('xjdanatory calahm Avitli the 
Debenee chief, aaIio Avas already on tlie ground to 
receive us, occasioned a little detention, but, as 
already observed, as In* had received other presents 
at Hiero Murroo Ix'sides those I had given to him, 
he Avas obliged to be satisfied, 

I did not like to see th(‘ old man treated in this 
manner, especially as I thought advantage had 
been taken of the peaceable character of himself 
and his tribe ; so Avhen he came to pay his respects 
to me as I sat under a tree, Avaiting Avith Zaido until 
the numerous c^(fs had again gone some distance 
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a-head, I promised him if he would accompany us 
to Murroo, to give Inm the old Arab frock I then 
wore. He accordingly accompanied us to our 
encamping ground, and received the almost worn- 
out garment with many thanks, as he held it up 
before him, like a Jew calculating the probable 
value of an old coat. After (examining its novel 
cut and character, the venerabk^ chief at last made 
up his mind what to do with it, for, nodding to his 
wife, who was in, what is called, a delicate situation, 
he intimated his idea that it would very Avell 
become her, and bestoAved it accordingly. 

Two little boys wctc uoav ordered to drive back 
a fine bullock, which had evidently beem intended 
as a return present, for those Avhich Abu Bukeree 
had cxpect('d from us. The old gentleman then 
boAved his salams, and mounted his mule ; 
stooping, as he rode aAvay, over the neck of the 
animal; the long bent back of ag(', strikin^y, 
contrasted Avith the straight shaft of the spe: 
carried on his shoulder. 

Our halting place, INfurroo, Avas a natural 
in AAhicli small green savannahs AAcre surrounded 
Avith tall, flat-toppcxl mimosa ti'oes, the trunks of 
which Avere hidden, by an interlaced thicket of tin' 
ascending and descending runners of some luxu- 
riantly gi’OAving climber. An immense number of 
sparroAA"-like birds, Avith their noisy chirrupings, 
seemed to raise great objections to our occupation 
of their favourite resort. The little woodland scene 
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was altogether very i)retty; but I was too tired 
after our long jouriu^y of five hours, to have any eye 
for the beautiful, and was glad to lie down in niy 
hut immediately it was announced ready, bid 
Zaido place a mat over the entrance, and go to 
sleep at once. 

At sunset, T awoke ; Zaido bringing a large 
bowl of boiled wlanit and clout('d cream for my 
supper, and under the inllnence of an exccdlent 
appetih', J soon lessem'd ils contents, A strange 
kind of humming now attract('d my athmtion, 
and, getting out of my hut, I obseiaed, at no 
great distance, a small circh' of Tajonrah people, 
Avho, neither in calahm nor z('kar, sc'cmu'd still to be 
occupic'd in the ])erf()rmanc(' of some (‘oremonv, 
each of the six persons (mgagc'd, taking his turn to 
repeat a short sentence or so, in a low murmuring 
tone, and then giving way to the lu'xt. (toing 
nearer, to see wliat tlnw wen' about. 1 was joined 
by Alh'(', who informed nu' they w('r(' doctoring 
Ohmed Mahomed, in tlu'ir own fashion, by offering 
up prayers to Allah, and asked if 1 thought he would 
recover. As 1 had alreadv given to him thivc' 
strong cathartic pills, and his case was not a despe- 
rate one, 1 lu'ld out hopes to the distress(}d Alice, 
that probably the next morning his master would be 
(piite well. Having approached the circle, and dropt 
upon my hc(ds, close bc'hiud them, 1 watched the j)ro- 
ceedings of these devotee practitioners in medicim', 
and noticed that each one, in succession, recited 
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in n low voice, the first chapter of the Koran, and 
then spit upon the patient, who, wrapt up in a 
black Arab cloak, was lying at full length upon a 
iiiat, ill tlie midst of them. Every one having duly 
])erformcd this ceremony, the circle broke up, and 
coffee being brought, the good effect of the combined 
jmiying and spitting was ackuowledgedby all, wlien 
Ohmed iMahomed sat up, and called fiir the first cuj). 

This kind of medical treatment is not confined 

to the diseases of mankind, for on more than 

\ 

one occasion I hav(' s('(>n them adopt the same 
mea.ns of reli('f for a sick camel. When one 
of thcs(' animals lies down for the night, ^kvithout 
jierforming a little necessary act, it is always consi- 
dered a certain sym])tom of ill health. The owikt 
in this case, procures a ])i('ce of string long enough 
to go round the body of tlu' canu'l, in which he ties 
seven knots, at nearly ('(jiial distances from ('ach 
oth('i'. As lie does this, at ('iich knot, he sto])S and 
recites the b'ahtah, or f rst chapter of the Koraiii 
and should he not be able to do this himself, h(|. 
proctin's the assistance of some learned friend, who 
peiforms that part of the duty f)r him. At the end 
of each Fahtah, the knot is spit upon. The string 
being thus duly consecrated, is tlum passed under 
tlu' animal’s belly, and tied upon the back, and 
Hiring the night, geiK'rally produces the diuretic 
effects desired. 

Mai/ IMJi . — Staying at Alurroo. The first thing 
I did to-day was to get out some paper I intended 
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to distiibute among the members of the Si(lc(' 
Ahbreu tribe, whom 1 expected to come begging. 
The first tiling Alh'c the First did, was to steal 
tlic said pa])er, whilst T was Inisy ]:»acl>:ing n]) 
the box again. 'I'liis he accomidislu'd by ])nttinj»- 
his hand and arm bi'twc'i'ii two boxes that Formed 
part of my lint, and reaching from behind me tJic' 
paper, which ho then couvc'vi'd away bem'uth Ids 
tobe. I did not knov/ who to cliaigt' with the rol)- 
bery, lint iqion complaining to Ohmed i\{{'diiia, lu' 
made some iiHqiiries abont it, which h'd to tlie 
detection of Master AllcMg wlio, on bi'ing bronglit 
bcforo«me, retorb'd by charging me with having 
stolen his fedi'iniah, or wooden pillow. However 
innocently on my part, such being the (ictnal casi;. 
I cons('nted to a compromise. I was t{i rc'ceive 
back my jiaper, and Alice again into faA onr, witliont 
prejudice to his boxidsh in Slioa. lor Ids falling oil' 
in this instance, fi'om tlu' strict paih of duty and 
honesty. It must be told hove lie came to kmiw, 
that 1 had liad [lossession of his ii'dcenah during 
the time be had lost it. and had not, as Ik' 
at first supposed, procnnal its retnni to him by 
magical incantations. Mdiilst sitting the evening 
Ix'fore with the ])raying party, after tludr enrions 
c(Teniony was over, T was questioiu'd as to my 
power oi’cr the inhabitants of the nether world. 
I denic'd any such power, stating that the spidl 1 
employed to dispossess the devil, or Jinn, from tlie 
sick camel, was a jiii'ce of myrrh, and not tiu' paper 
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it Avas ^Yl‘apt np in. Then came the question how 
liad I been able to ])rociire the return of tlie 
wooden pillow ; for Allee, as soon as 1 had 
given it to him, changed his jwevious rtalc of its 
having been stolen, and asserted he had left it 
behind at a lialting-place, some days’ journey dis- 
tance, from wh('nc(' my familiar spirit had brought 
it at mv command. This I satisfactorily explained 
by relating the whole circumstances; and Allee 
])eing laughed at for his credulity, now^fell back 
upon tlie circumstance of my keeping the fedeenah, 
without any inquiry as to whom it belonged, to 
excuse liis theft of the paper. » 

A1)U Bukerc'c’s daughh'r brought some milk he 
had promised me, and beggc'd liard for a dollar in 
sih('r. I rcferi’ed lier to Olmu'd ^laliomed, who, 
at my request, gav(' lier, but y('ry unwillingly, a 
head-covering of blue sood, and sent her away. 

Our camp Avas al)f)ut half a mile from the village^ 
of Durtee Olum'd, avIio Avas, as I A\ as told, then on an' 
expedition against the Alla Gallas, assisting a party 
of AVahama, Avho liad goiu^ to retaliate for soim; 
n'cent outrages committed by that ])eop]e. In ac- 
cordance Avitli the request of laeut. Barker, 1 
intended to Inwe given lurn a present, on being 
introduced to him, similar to the one 1 gaA'c Abu 
Bukerce, and had provided fiAo dollars for that 
phrposc' ; as he Avas from home, hoAve\XT, 1 fanch'd 
they Avere so many dollars saved, put them up 
again, and thought no more of the matter. 
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In the evening Olimed Medina left us, going with 
Garahinee and Moosa, nearly all the way back 
again to Ilcrhowlce, as thc'y lieard that an clejdiaiit 
had been 'recently killed at Dowaleekah; and with 
the hope of being able to purchase the ivory from 
the hunters, tliis party started intending to travel 
the whole night. 

Plenty of women thronged tlie camp, and tin; 
men of the tribe, Avere particularly friendly and 
(piiet. I^soon found tliat family connexions betAveen 
several of the ])rin(apal Tajoiirah people and the 
elders of the Sidee Ahbreii occasioin'd the good 
feeling that existed l)etAveen us. During our stay 
at jMurroo, a I’egular fair Avas lield, and at night, 
singing, dancing, and clapping hands, kept us up 
until a V(*ry late hour. J'lvery day aa(' Avc-rc 
receiving fresli accounts of the inroads of the Alla 
and llittoo Ci alias from the south, avIio Avere driving 
off cattle, and carrAing aAvay tlic younger A\omen 
of the Dankalli tribes in tlu'ir immediate neigli- 
bourhood, Tliis, lioAvever, did not intej-f're Avitli 
the festivity of the camp, for other Katilahs came 
in to join us from cvei’v side, and b) the tliird day 
of our stay, avc had in company more tlian one 
thousand camels, and could muster aboAn five 
hundred fighting men. Phe different Kafdahs 
kept to themselves, ('ach taking up such a position 
as was most conveiiieiit, but never at a gr('ater 
distance from each other than tAvo Imndred yards. 

The next day after ^ye arrived, much to my 
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surprise, for I thought him far enough away, Durtee 
Ohmed reported himself, and looked somewhat the 
hettc'i- for the late stirring business he had been 
upon ; for, instead of having but one eye, according 
to the description I recollected to have been given 
by Lieut. Barker, he had two quite as good as 
niy„OAvn. J mentioned this to Ebin Tzaak who 
had aceoinpanied Jiim, as he then explained, for 
fear any mistake might arise from this circum- 
stance, and tiiat J should refuse to give^him the 
prc'sent, on account of tlu' discrepancy in the 
ap[)earanc(' of the claimant, from uhat had been 
represc'ntcd to be the case. ITe was also rc'ady to 
sA\('ar on tlu' Koran as to the identity of the man, 
and idthough not })crfeetly satisfied, still, as I had 
not been cheated extraordinarily by Ebin Tzaak, I 
thought I would rec('iv(; liis t('stimony on this 
occasion, so ga\(' the man three dolh\rs, uith 
which he ^\■ellt away ])erf('c.tly satisfied. . 

Sevei^l messengers arri\ed from other Kafi- 
lahs on the road, all de.siring us not to move 
until they had joined us. 1 was not sorry for 
. the detention, having derived much benelit in 
my health since w(' reached IMurroo. 1 was also 
nearly naturalizc'd among the Dankalli, who had 
become accustomed to my cojuplcxion, and as f*»r 
my clothes, they were not ^ ery different, cither in 
;^;huc or condition, from tlu'irs. J\ly yellow Arab 
frock was no no\el thing to the Tajouiah people, 
and a ^c^v days’ journey through the thorny 
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jungle, and a few nights’ repose upon the ground, 
soon took the respectability out of it, and I uas as 
ragged as any lover of freedom, or of nature, u ould 
ever desire to he. ]\Iy hroad-brimmcAl liat was 
considered a great Curiosity, and greasy iieads of 
males and females, woidd fr(‘([ueutly try it eu to 
^see how it would tit. One of tin; old women too, 
pulled on my boots, the tops of which scarcely 
came up to the bottom of her skin petticoat. A 
chase was made after her., for sIk' started otf with 
them, and so long wa.s slie in returning, that 1 
began seriously to think, she had run away with 
them under pretence of sport. 

The Sidee Ahhreu were certainly the most 
lively and least (juarrelsomc of any of the tribes I 
had yet seen. Xcitln'r was this frieudsliip pur- 
chased, for having disposed of everytiung 1 could 
well part with, 1 took care that tlu'y shoidd know 
it by oft-repeat(Kl assertions that 1 had given all 
away u})on the previous march, 'fhe good resulting 
from this was, that I had h'Aver beggars to .satisfy 
ill this -place than anywhere else. 

My stay witli tliese peo])le, h'd nu' to form a much 
better opinion of tlu' cliaractm’ of the Dankalli, 
than I previously had done. Whether I had 
become accustomed to my situation, or really liked 
the life I was leading, I do not kiimv ; but, for oiu' 
or the other reason, 1 enjoyed myself moix' lune 
than anywhere else, during the long peiiod 1 liad 
been absent from England. 
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Amusemoiits (luring stay at Murroo. — Bull figlit. — Eating raw 
moat. — Ajiothor oflor of marriago. — Strange mode of dressing 
the hair. — Caution to travcdlors ; perhaps nnnoeessary. 

E\eiiy nioniiiig I accompaiiit'd Iliiuyali witli his 
inatclilock, after the imiiK'rous herds of antelope 
tliat came in sight. On one occasion, I slightly 
■\voiind('d a, tine doe, which, getting awiiy, we took 
care afterwards to makt' my mnle oiu' of the party, 
tiiid, with her iissistance, wt're enabh'd to follow, 
faster and fartlu'r onr stricken game. 

AVe used to havt? some excelh'iit sport, and the 
best fun in the world, for Ehin Izaak joint'd us &lso 
with his mul(\ and .Adam Ihirrah bought old 
ragged-looking horse f)r a dollar and ii-half from 
some of the Skh'c Ahbreu, which we used tt) 
swt'ar had been stolen from Shoa. iVdam 
htiving no horse furniture wdiatt'ver, was obligt'd 
to makt? a rude halter of palm-leaf ro])e, and 
for a saddle used to put his dirty tohe beneath 
him. It frequently happened in full chase, that liis 
charger stopped suddenly on the edge of a narrow 
water-course, and then, for a certainty, the half- 
naked rider would be precipitated over his head. 
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The usual game of the mounted huntsmen were 
the young fawns ; tliese they w('re sometimes able 
to S(^paratc from their darns, and after a sliarp ride 
of ahoirt a (piarter of an lioiir, directly upon their 
trail, tiro exliaiisted animal uould lie down, and 
quietly allo\v its pursuer to dismount, and seize it. 
On one occasion, the chase was a doe, 1 had slightly 
wounded, but as the efteet of the ball brought her 
to the ground, she did not recover herself until 
Carme\ Ibrahim, to whom I had lent my mule, 
u as close upon her haunches. There was no time 
to run, so she turiK'd boldly on her pursuer, and the 
sudden surprisr; of the mule at tlie unusual act, 
oecasioiu'd the fall of lu'r rider, who came down 
over her right shoulder, making sundry scrambling 
snatciies at tlie mane and neck, to ])reservc 
him from too hard a contact witli the sun-dried 
earth. After all, considering tlu' vast number of 
antelopes, of s('V('ral different kinds, the wydiddoo, 
the symbilla, and tlie salila, wliicli we saw, lie 
made but a poor display of slauglitered game ; and 
if I liad not had llimyah, wlio was perpetually 
firing at distances too great to do any execution, as 
a decent excuse for not bi'iiig able with my sliort 
gun to get near enough, I should have lost the 
valuable opinion of many of my Dankalli friends ; 
whose good behaA’iour was attributable, in a great 
measure, to the firm belief they entertained, tliat as 
a shot, I was tlie most sudden-death kind of cha- 
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ractcr, they ever had the good fortune to be friends 
Avith. 

In addition to the amusement of liunting, we had 
a bull-fight one evening, on the occasion of killing 
a large red animal of the kind that had been pur- 
chased for the Ily Soumaulee. lie was, as his rearers 
themselves acknowledged, a regular ‘'shaitaii,” one of 
the wildest and most unmanageable beasts that ever 
objected to be made into beefsteaks for the use of 
“ the lords of the creation.” The society, however, 
he was amongst was well calculated to vindicate 
our supremacy in the animal kingdom ; and it now 
became a subject of great public interest to reduce 
to obedience and cold meat, our angry, untamed 
defier ; who, undecided on which ])oiiit to make an 
attack, stood gazing, ^vitll restless eyes, and dilated 
nostrils, upon the noisy circle that was gradually 
contracting around him. I ofiered to shoot the 
animal, as there appeared some little shyness on 
the part of the boldest braves of our party to com- 
mence the fight, but tlie religious prejudices of the 
Tajourah people prevented the quick decision of a 
bullet ; for the meat Avould of course have Ix'cn 
unholy, if the bull dropped dead without having 
its throat duly cut, and the deed sanctified with the 
usual ul’allah. 

The boys and younger men now began to amuse 
themselves by little ventures, as if going to rush 
upon the beast, but immediately running back to 
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the crowd, when he gave a threatening sweep of his 
huge head and horns in that direction in which 
they a])peared to l)e. coining, lie was evidently 
aware of his desjK'rate situation, for beyond this 
threatening display, he scorned further notice of 
such ignobh? ('ueinies, but stood firmly, as if 
rcsolv('(l to rc'serve his eiK'rgies and strength for the 
life-struggle, that instinct bade him expect, with 
the veiling crowd that every moment increased, 
d’he circle around the ^ ictim, griidually contracted 
by the pressure from without, and tlie growing 
emulation of tlie boldest iinai, to draw the first 
blood. A. boy on the front, right of the bull, 
for a moment drew the animal’s attention by th('. 
usual little t('asing ])retence, and immediately 
Carmel Ibrahim, the opportunity ha^■ing occurred 
which fiwoiired his position, ruslu'd foiAvards, and 
seizing tiu' tail, gave heavy and quick blows with his 
knife above the hock of the right hind leg. The 
bull 111)011 this made a fierce charge in front, but 
the circle opened in haste, every one falling back 
U])on the fiaiiks; whilst ('armel, dragged along, was 
still chopping aivay, soim'tiiiK's hitting and some- 
times missing, until (>xhaiis(ed, he was obliged to 
let go his hold, and the bull continued his run, 
bellowing with rage and pain. The pursuit was 
general ; and as the pace was but a sharp trot, 
many got close enough to launcli tlndr spears, 
several of which fidl upon the haunches of tlie animal, 
but failed to produce any effect, except to drive him 
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faster on. The value of the spears, however, prevented 
much repetition of this useless mode of proceeding. 
Before he had got half a-mile from camp, he .again 
halted, and another large circle formed around 
him, and after some one had nishcid in upon 
him as Ciirmcl had previously done, the croAvd 
suddenly opeiK'd again upon either side, and the bull, 
with a loud roar, came dashing back, ploughing 
the earth furiously with his horns, and not halting 
in his career until brought, up by the ^ line of 
spectators in the camp, who had not joined in the 
})urs(iit. Again he stood and gazed around him 
for some n’treat, but his resth'ss, bloodshot eyc's, and 
(|uick moving foce were only turiK'd upon foes. I 
again olfei’ed to be tin' butcher ; and the ill success 
of those who luul so far attempted to kill him, 
induced Ohmed ,Maliomed to consent, at the same 
time waving with his hand to the distant people in 
rear of the bull to get out of the Avay. I ('xamined 
both locks of my carabine, and being assured that 
all was right, walked straight up to the animal 
until he made his charge, and fired, as he 
came doAvn, SAA='ee[)ing the earth Avith his 
face. WhatcATi’ fury, or Avhatever madness 
excited liim, he Avas not blinded b}- either, for the 
flash of my carabine evidently turned him iii his 
career ; for the ball, instead of ])assing through the 
head, as I had intendc'd, much to my surprise, 
Avent completely through both shoidder-blades, and 
he. tumbled over and over upon the ground. 
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Plenty of tim^, however, was aiforded for the 
performance of the requisite ciu’emonial, to satisfy 
every Mahomedan in camp ; for, although, osten- 
sibly, I* only provided {'ntertainment for the Hy 
Soumaulee, every Tajourah man in the Kafilah, 
considered himself entitled to some ])ortion, of 
whatever animal was slaughtered. 

1 was, as usual, strongly n'commended whilst stay- 
ing at jMurroo to tidve a wife, like Ohmed Mahomed, 
Ebin Izaak, and in fact, all the rest of iii}- compa- 
nions; ’who, as is usual, had taken to themselves, 
temporary Indpinates. One of the girls, who presented 
liers('lf to me as a candidate, was stated by her 
friends to b(^ a very strong woman, and had had 
as many as four or five husbands. T thought this 
a rather strange' recommendation, but it was 
evidently mentioned that she might find favour in 
mv eyes. T dismisse'd her veiw' unce'remoiiiouslv as 
if T did not altogether understand the proposal, but 
at the same time', gave her as proofs of my regard 
for Iser people, and of my strong ])latonic attach- 
ment to herself, a few red Ix'ads, and a little paper, 
that she had asked for in the first instance as her 
dower. 

It requires some little address to keep clejir of 
these unscrupulous ladies, and I frequently had 
cause to fear that my constant rc'jection of theii 
addresses would be ce,ustrued into an affront to I he 
tribes to which they belonged. An Arab friend of 
mine I met at ^Mozambique, iiauual Said Hamza, 
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told me of an adventure of liis in the country of 
the Muzeguahs, some five or six weeks’ journey up 
the large river that empties itself into the Indian 
Ocean at Lamoo. lie had been fined by the cliief 
for forming some matrimonial connexion witliout 
his authority, so he determined to have nothing 
more to do with theii' women. A girl (Dining into 
his hut, he accordingly walked out, and tliis caused 
a much greater ([uarrcl than before, for the whole 
tribe asserted, he had treated them with contc nijit 
by his hauglity conduct towards the girl, and 
demaiukxl to knoiv if she W('re not good enough 
for him. Said Hamza in tlu' end was again 
mulcted of a lot of brass wire •and lilue sood, 
before he could allay th(‘ national indignation, 
which his extreme caution had thus excited. 

Such delicate dilemmas are Ixvst aw>ided, as 1 ha^'c 
before remarked, by engaging the first old Avoman 
that makes her appe:irance. To Inn- must l)c referred 
all new comers of her sex, and sIk' will gc'iK'rally 
manage to send them away witliout eom])romising 
the traveller at all. 

As a light nutriment during iny journey, I had 
been recommended in Aden to take Avith me soim; 
soojee, the fine oatni(Aal-like fiour of ground rice. 
This I had reserved for food, on occasions of 
sickness during tlu' journey, but considering that 
I had quite recovered, and being tired of boiled 
Avheat, I now resolved to make use of it, as long as it 
woi^d last. There being abundance of milk in this 
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place, I made several messes with it, which were 
pronounced by all hands to be excellent. All the 
Hy Soumaulce had tasted it, and knew that the 
white milky-looking contents of the wooden bowl 
which was sometimes placed to cool on one side of 
my hut, was a nice enougli jmdding. A member 
of tJic iSideo Alibreu tiibe, however, not being 
suffitaenfiy aAvare of the character of my food, canu^ 
one afternoon, and seeing, as he supposed, such a 
capital opportunity of greasing his hair, Avith what 
ho took to be prepared shceps’-tails fat, squatted 
down by th(^ side of the bowl ; and before I could 
prcAT^nt him had filh'd his hair nith the greater 
part of its contents, having taken two large 
handfuls from the bowl, and Avell rubbed it into 
his long dirty matted locks. No one could Indp 
laugliing at tlu' mistake, and even Zaido, who had 
to make a se(;ond l)OAvl-full, grinned a revengeful 
smile, as he saw the disappointed Bedouin, anxiously 
trying to Avipo away with his tola* all traces of a 
composition, A\lnch he nas hal to belii've by his 
joking conqianions, woidd luue the {'ffect of 
reddening the colour of the hair, like the quick- 
lime dressing, Avhich changes to that hue the hair 
of the Soumaulce exquisite. 

Th(5 third evening of our stay. Ginned Medina and 
his two companions returned. He had succeeded 
in purchasing the ivory, buthadleftitat DoAvaleeka 
until his return. Ilimyah, who was standing by, 
asked me if I knew what ivory was, or had ever seen 
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an elephant. It so happened that I did not know 
the meaning of the word “feel,” which is the 
Arabic term for elephant, and as I hesitated in 
replying, Ebin Izaak, supposing I had nc¥er seen 
or heard of one, pointing to a largo mimosa-tree, 
informed me, it was a cow as high as that ; 
whilst another^ with the hutt-end of his spear, drew 
a circle on the ground, liaving a diameter of about 
six feet, and swore ])ositi^'ely that was the size of the 
animal’s foot. Such is the information we g('uerally 
get from natives; and whether in natnriil history 
or geograpliy, a traveller must ('xc'rcisc great 
caution, in noting down accounts or d(!scriptions 
Avhicli he receives. A native said tliis, and a native 
said that, is the cause of all the confusion tliat 
exists, upon many important ([uestions connected 
with central Africa. A little jx'iK'tration will 
always didermiiu^ tlu' value of tin' communication, 

by the character of the individual ^^llo gives it, for 

% 

mental ability and vc'racity, and if tln^se can be 
depended upon, it is averse than usch'ss, to entertain 
other Jiiid conflicting reports, of known tools and 
liars. 

The evening that Ohmed Medina I'eturned, a 
large calahm was Indd. After a. long discussion, it 
was deterniincd w^e sliould proceed the lu'xt day, 
whether the expc^ctcd Hy tSoumauh'e Kafilah canu' 
or not; and although an opposition calahm was 
licld at the sjime time by the escort, wdio naturally 
favoured their friends, I could sec that it was finally 
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rosolvcd not to wait for tlicm any longer, but to 
start ill the morning. 

TJie last night Avas spent in the usual happy 
manner; a briglit moon lent its assistance to 
illumine the little forest glades, Avhere merry 
dancers, in iiiinK'rous small and (piick rc'vohing 
circles, kept up a continued chorus, with the usual 
accompaninieut of sharp cla])piiig haiids. 
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Journey from Murroo to Sakeitaban, general direction, W. S.W., 
time niarebing, one liour. — Visit to Diirteo Olmied. — Halt for 
slioi’t time at Sakeitaban. — I’receed to Miillu, general direction, 
W. ,S. ^V., time marcbiiig, foui’ boms. — Had road.— •Threats of 
as.sassinatioii.' — Sbield.s of the Dankalli, and care of their arms. 
— Arrive at Mullu. — Write letter to Ankobar. 


Mti}/ Xlth . — We left I^Iuitoo a little before sunrise. 
I was about to start, wlu'n Olimcd Mahomed came 
up, and introduced a one-eyt'd strauj^t'r, with tlic 
rather surprisiiij;’ infoi'ination that ht^ was the Diirtee 
Ohmed, for wlioui I had a few days before been 
making inquiry. On looking about, I could not 
see Ebin Izaalc to ask for an exjdanation, but as I 
conceit ed tiiat Ohmed Malionu'd knew of my having 
before given tlirce dollars to a man who was said to 
be Durtee Ohmed, I said I should not rc^^eat tlic 
present. IVly res])ectable lias ul Kafilali denied 
any knowledge of the circumstance, and appeared 
quite indignant at the deceit ])ractised upon me 
by Ebin Izaak. The one eye of the present 
applicant was repeatedly pointed to as evidence of 
identity, and at length I was induced to give the 
man tl^^o dollars as a present from Lieut. Barker. 



A(5A1N nU'OSED UPON. 


419 


I had been dotuined a littlo in tlio rear by 
this business, so mounted iriy nude to gallop up 
to Ohmed ISIi'diiia, who was now some way 
ahead. I dismounted wheii I reached the party 
he was with, but no Ebin Izaak bciirg there 
to expostulate with for his deceit, I relieved my 
feelings by complaining of his conduct to Olimcd 
Medina. He laughed, but whether at my sim- 
plicity, or the ])ettifogging pilfering of my 
com])anions, I caiinot say, but pointing to tlu; 
kraal, the huts of \vhich now became ^isibh', Ik) 
said he would shcAv me the real Durtee Olinnxl, 
Avho was, and had been, sick for many days. He 
sti[)ulated that 1 should not u])braid Ginned 
ISlahonied, oi' speak at all about the two dollars I 
had giA’en to the man on his re])resentations, and 
undertook that tlu'so should b(' carried to account 
for the purchase of food for the Hy tSouinaulee. 
I readily agrec'd to this, as I now felt curious to 
see the Jimiie of all this hiim1)ug. I learned tliat 
Ohmed Medina’s cliief renson for taking me to 
visit Durtee Ginned was to excid])at(? his young 
friend, libin Izaak, from liaving any iiitei-cstcd 
motive in the trick he had played me. 

The road went close (o the kraal, but we had to 
turn off a few yards, to the iarther hut of the whoh', 
before I was introduced into the presence of the sick 
chief; who, on seeing me, extended his hand, and 
soon convinced me of his being the real Simon 
Pure, not only by his one eye, but also by h’ls 
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inquiries, and the interest he manifested in Lieut. 
Barker. The man to AA^liom I had given the first 
three dollars followed us into the hut, and I then 
found that he u as the son of tlie old chief. 

It had not been deemed politic to introduce me 
to the latter by reason of the ti’ip to the kraal, 
which would lia^e been necessary, and Avas con- 
sidered unsafe. It had, thcrefoi’e, been arranged 
that any present I had to give should be rec(‘ived 
bA' the son, Avho Avas to lAcrsonify his father, and 

" I 

as the motive' seenu'd to leave' bc'en purc'ly out ot 
consideration for me, I easily excuse'd the hoax. 
Lbiii Izaak thinking, as I liad be'cii clu'ated so 
often, tliat unh'ss I saw tlie indi\idual liiinse'lf 1 
should Avithhold the' pre.'seiit, had (once'aled tlie 
truth, and Avith a fine' bold asse'rtions, hiid rc'moved, 
in a gre'at measure, niy doubts naturally excitod 
by seeing flurte'c OliiiK'd posse'ssing t\A o ey<-'s instead 
of one, as I had expe'cted. 

It Avas just milking time aaIu'u Ave arri\^ed at the 
kraal. Chris standing up to their kiu'es in she'e'j) 
and goats, caught e'acli the one' she' inte'neh'd to 
operate upon, and placing a hind leg betAATeii her 
knees, so lield the animal fast. Jii their left hands 
they held baskets of the usual closely-A\'oven mid 
rib of the palm-leaf, Avhich they soon filled Avith 
rich and frothy milk. 

'' piinied iSledina and I Avere pressed to drink; 
and the old man turning over on the mat upon 
which he lay, reaclu'd from behind him a very 
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nicely made fcdcciiali, which he pressed npon my 
a.cce})tance. His civility, and the rcmenihrance 
of wliat was due to him for his attention to Lieut. 
Barker, induced me to add to my previous present 
two more dollars, making altogether live, the 
number 1 had originally intended to give liini, but 
which ] had kept back in thc' first instance from 
Ids son, b('cause of certain misgivings as to liis 
identity, that even Ebin Izaak’s ])rotestations had 
failed tc^ remove entirely. 

Before Obnied Medina and I came up again with 
the Kafilah, wq found it already halted at a place 
called (Sakc'itaban, not much unlike the scene of our 
previous halt, and but little more than, three miles 
distant from it. The camels were not unloaded, 
Init appeared to be aAvaiting the ch'cision of a calalmi 
that was going on under a large tree, both the 'l a- 
jourah people and thc ITy SoumaulcH' taking part in 
the debate. Ohined ^ledina joiiu'd them immedi- 
ately, whilst I sat down until a signal from him 
intimated that oui’ stay was determined upon. The 
assembly broke u]), several of the ])arties going to 
their canuds, and commencing to unload tl)em. I 
now heard that the escort had insisted upon the 
Kafilah waiting for the one, bedonging to their 
people, W(’ had been expecting for th(' last four 
days, and from whicdi fresh messengers had arrivi'd 
who atfirmed that it nould be up in a few hours, 
which, much to my surprise, was ri'ully the case. 

Ebin Izaak came to my hut very soon after tlie 
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biistlo of unloading, had subsided, and as he seemed 
inclined to remain, I made Zaido enlarge it for our 
•better accommodation. Ho was anxious to Explain 
llo^v he came to practise upon me the little impo- 
sition he had employed as regarded Durtec Ohmed. 
To occupy himself whilst he remained, he brought 
with him part of the branch of a myrrh-tree and a 
small kind of axe,. that remindc'd me of one somcwliat 
of the same kind I have seen re])reseiited upon old 
Egyptia.ii monuments. Tt consisted of an iron 
head, tlie cutting edge of which was about one inch 
and a-lialf i)i extent, whilst tln^ body of it was a. 
socket thix'c or four inches long, which recc'h ed into 
it tlie pointc'd extremity of the short arm of a trimmed 
branch, whicii joiiK'd at a very acute angle the 
longer, or liandle ])ro])er, about a foot and a-half 
long, th(! shorter portion inserted into the axe head 
not being more tlian six inches.'^- 

With this primitive tool h(‘ soon cliopped out of 
the wood a ])retty correct ii)rni of a spoon which 
gradually assumed, under tlie repeated light 
blows of the axe, a ^ery elega.ut shape. I. was 
so much pleased wdth this production of savage 
genius, that I gave him a small hollow- 
gouging chisel he had long coceted, to scoop out 
and finish the bowl. My pocket-knife Avas also 
in requisition, to enable him to ornament the 

* Several ancient Bi-itisL celts Lave been compared with tlio 
head of one of those axes 1 brought home with me, and are in size 
and shape exactly similar. 
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handle with an intricate wavy pattern, and by mid- 
day he produced an article that for elegance might 
have vied with the most tinished of the carved 
wagers, sung for in the pastorals of some of our 
classical poets. 

Our conversation and occupation were suddenly 
interrupted hy the arrival of the Tly Soumaulec 
Kafilah, a numerous body, consisting of several 
hundred camels, thi; original party having been 
joined by a large number from Owssa. Fortuiiatdy 
the new arrivals were anxious to proceed, and as 
this feeling was participated in by us, a short 
calahm was folloA^'ed by our canu'ls being driven 
into camp and loaded, whilst the Jly Soumaulec 
proceeded on their march. My mule innocently 
enough came Avithiu arms’ length of me, and T 
secured a ride to-day ; for, Avith an amusing 
sagacity, Avhen Avanted in a morning at the general 
hour of starting, she freqiu'ntly contriA ed to Ikia c 
made hersdf scarce, and thus obligt'd me to Avalk 
when I Avould much rather liaA e ridden. 

As the numerous Katilahs noAv fornuMl a little 
army, AA’^e moved across the country, not in a single 
file, but Avith an extended front. A’o attack in our 
present condition therefore, Avas anticipated, so my 
escort, Avith Ohmed ^Medina and myself, preceded in 
a body. The road continued for nearly tAVo hours 
through a park-like country, high mimosa and other 
trees standing in clumiis of three or four togellier, 
at considerable distances from each other. 
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The moomen, or toothbrush-tree,* abounded at Sa- 
keitabau. Sev eral of thelTySoumaulee brought me a 
handful of the berries to cat, but I was soon obliged 
to call out “Hold, enough!” so warmly aiwnatic was 
their flavour. This singular fruit grows in drooping 
clusters of tl('sh-coloured mucilaginous berries, the 
size of our common red currants, each (containing a 
single round seed, about as large as a p('pp(‘rcorn. 
The taste at first is swc'ct, and not unpleasant, and 
by some, 1 think, would be considered very agre('- 
abl(c imU'ed. After some little time, if many arc 
eaten, the warmth in tin' palate increases consider- 
ably, and reminded me of tlu' effect of ])('pper, or of 
cry hot cn'ss. As we aj)proacbed the rivi'r llaAvash, 
T found tliese trei's growing nioi'c abundantly. 

The moonieii forms a demse bush, some yards in 
circuit, and as tlKcir tliick, v('lvety, round leaves, of a 
bright green colour, afford an c'xcdhmt shade', tlu'v 
form the favourite' lairs, both of savage nu'ii, and of 
wild bc'asts. Ib'posing upon tlu' ground, near the 
roots, free from underwood and thorns, whoc'ver, or 
whatever lies there, is cntin'ly concealed from sight ; 
and not iinfr('(pi('ntly a leopard or hyirna skulks out 
of, or a startled anteh^pe bounds from, the very bush 
that the tired Bedouin has schccted for his own 
retreat from the sun. 

Birds, of every hue, made this A dal forest their 
home, and displayed all that enjoyment of life, 

* Sfilviidoni Pcrsicu. The “J’celoo'’ of India, identified fiy 
I)r. Uoylc with the mustard-tree of Scripture. 
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whicli appears to be the one general feeling that 
animates tlu'se ha|)py denizens of air. Their shrill 
piping songs, their joyous freedom, and quick 
sportive iwovemeiits, as chasing each othei’, or chal- 
lenging to the flight, they dart from tree to tree, 
excite corrc'sponding feelings of bnoyancy and hap- 
piness in tlie delighted traveller, glad to have 
escajied from the stony deserts, or the burning plains 
of the arid country lie lias pri'viously passed through. 

In two hours we arrived at a more o])en 
country, its surflice gently undulating, with 
a gradual slopi; towards the Avest. Hero, it 
was not so densidy wooded ; tlu' trees appeared 
youngci’, and the idea o(;(airred to me, that a flood 
might have rushed over and devastated this 
district, some few years before, and this natural 
]ilantation had s])rung up subsecpient to that event. 

I could not obtain any information corroborative of 
this as a fact, but the uniform height of the triu's, 
their young appearance, and the contiguity to 
an overfloAA'ing rii'cr, tln^ llawash, afforded me 
some reasons for supposing this part of the country 
to have Ikmui so acted upon. 

A curious kind of medicine, T observed carefully 
picked up by my Dankalli companions. This 
was the hard clay-like frees of the manus, or 
pangolin, said to have cathartic eftects. This 
mailed ant-eater excavates, Avith its strong fore 
claAvs, a passage through the thick mud Avails ot 
the ant-hills, and the numerous army of soldier and 
of labouring ants, that are hereupon summoned to 
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the rescue, fall an easy prey to the slimy-tongued 
invader. The pangolin materially assists the porcu- 
pine in obtaining his food, for after the destruction of 
th(i little animals by the former, he takes advantage 
of the excavated passage, and possesses himself of the 
hoards of grain and other seeds, collected by these 
industrious insects. This, at h'ast, ap])ears to me 
the most reasonable mode of accounting for the; 
presence of the porcupine, so fre(piently found in 
tlic nciglibourliood of a burrowed, and, conse- 
(luently, a ruined ant-liill. 

During our march, Adam Hurrah gave intbrrna- 
tion to Olinu'd iSEedina, that one of my escort, 
Esau Ibrahim, liad threatened to tak(' my life, 
in revenge for Olimed Mahonu'd having denied 
some tobacco he nanted. I nev('r liked tins 
Esau; he always showed such unnecessary obse? 
qniousness, that I had long suspected. In* intcn(l(;d 
something more than he wished me to liave any 
idea of. I was, therel'ore, not surprised when 
Ohmed IVEedina told me to take (-are of him ; but I 
had nearly managed it very badly by suggesting, in 
reply, that Ik' sliould be got rid of somehow or 
another. It was fortunate, both for himself and 
me, that I added almost immediately, I had thought 
of a plan, which was to send him nith a letter to 
Shoa to announce my arrival, to do which I had 
been requested the two previous days by Ohmed 
Mahomed, and I now thought that tno dollars 
could not be better expended, than by sending ]']saii 
out of the w^av on that errand. The same money 



AGREEABLE TRAVELLING. 


427 


would have induced Adam Burrah to have cut the 
throat of this rascal, and if I had only nodded my 
head, when this mode of relieving my care was 
proposed, ’it would have been done tlie same night. 

I preferred disappointing Adam Burrah, to ^^hom, 
however, I was obliged to ])romise an additional 
present on our arrival in Shoa, to prevent such a 
sanguinary proof of his regard being done gratis. 

Several tiitics our road was crossed by swamps of 
small e:^tent, that lay on eacli side of narrow and 
shallow ditches. It Avas most iin])leasant Avalking for 
m(', as m}' boots were (piite Avorn out, and had 
large, gaping splits in tin' upper leatlicr, AAdiich 
admitted tlie mud very frcclv. 1 Avould not rid(', 
because my mule could scarec'ly drag herself 
through the soft, sticky clay, 'flic broad foot of 
the caimd Avas l)ctter suited for such situations, 
although tlu'se iinitnals could not get on atit Avell, 
and AV('re continually slipping. On siicli occasions, 
one of their long legs, or sometimes botli, slide 
outside AA'ith such a painfully prolonged sAveep, that 
it is a most astonishing thing that dislocation do('S 
not sometinies take place. 

I trudged along, in a very cross humour, my 
bare-lcgged companions laughing all the AA’hile, and 
S(unetinics lending me a hand, AA'hcn I got stuck 
altogether in the mud. T, at length, began to be 
amused myself, as I thought of the Avill-o -the-Avisj) 
that AA'as leading me through such sc('nes ; anti 
from a personal rcvicAA' of myself, I took on getting 
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over the last of these difficult portions of the road, 
I felt (piite sure my onn mother would have 
found it diihcult to recognise her son in the hog- 
trotting, moss-trooping Bedouin that was ilow trying 
by a series of bending and extending movements 
of the feet, to s{[ue('ze out of tlie splits in the 
leather, as much as ])ossi])le of the mud contained 
in his boots. 

Having got (piitc clear of tlie marshy district, ^Y^'. 
entered upon a fine grassy ])lain, wlirn’o^ne per- 
ceived two buffaloes, but at too great a distance for 
us to think of pursuing them. T learnt, on this 
occasion, that of the hide of theses animals, th(' 
Dankalli manufacture their shi('lds. 4'hes(' arc 
well made, and formed of a circular slab of the still 
moist skin, about twenty inebes in diameter, 
nioulded into the re([uir('d concave form, by being' 
dried upon a coiT('S])onding coua exity ol’ benped-u]), 
hard clay. The rim is, at tlu' sanu' time, curled 
outwards and upwards by b('ing well ])('cked as 
with a mattock, all around b} a woodc-n instruuK'iit, 
exactly identical with the so-calJ('d wooden hoe, 
contained in the Egyptian room in tlu' British 
Museum, and cona'spouding in form with tlu' 
handle of the Dankalli ax(' 1 lan e before describ(*d. 
The shield is held in oiu' hand by a strong and hard 
ring of twisted hide that, like a bur of metal, crossc's 
over the centix', its size Ix'ing such as to admit of 
the shield Ix'ing slung somtjtimes upon the arm, 
like a basket. The centre of the front is orna- 
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inented by a small boss, from which depends a long 
tuft of liors(!hair, sometimeswhitc, tinged withhonna, 
sometimes black. This tuft is the characteristic 
symbol of* a brave, as it is only assumed after the 
bearer has slain a man. On tlu^ inside of the shield, 
corresponding to the raised boss, is a depression, 
about one inch deep, and an inch and a-half in 
diameter, wiicrc generally is plac('d any little port- 
able valuable, that can be stowed away in it. Gum- 
myrrh, not unfrecpiently, occuph's this place, and 
sometimes “eltit,” or assafaTida, or some other valued 
medicine. Assafmtida is not indigenous to Adal ; 
tlu'Dankalli obtain it in small quantities from Arabia. 

One trait in tin' charach'i- of these peoj)le, is the 
great attention tlu'v pay to the condition of their 
ariijis. Brightening or sharpening them is their 
favourite' amusement, and no fiercer scowls arc 
excited than by tlu' acckh'ntal disturbance of the 
carefully-deposite'd shield or s])ear. No traA e'ller in 
Adal can help observing this; and in the descri|)tion 
of a war-dance of these' pee)ple', in a rcce'iit work 
upon Ethio])ia, its imaginary character is betrayed 
by the alh'ged beating of the shie'lds ; which, hoAv- 
CA er characteristic it may be of the pe'aceable Abys- 
sinian, Avhen ho eiideaA onrs to represent the turmoil 
of sti’ife, is quite out of place Avhen speaking of 
Dankalli customs and manners. 

AYe halted in a very open spot, amidst high 
grass, no trees being sight, e'xcept toAvarel the 
north and Avest, Avhere a Ioav mimosa forest exteneled 
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as far as the bases of the hills of Hyhilloo and 
Abhidah. In the south-west the table mountain of 
Afrabah, cut off as it seemed from the ridge of 
Goror and of Oburah, on which is situated the cele- 
brated city of Hurrah, at the distance of about 
sixty miles. Our halting-place was called Mullu, 
and the whole plain, north and south, bore the 
same general designation. 

After g('tting into my hut, my first business w'as 
to send for Ohmed Mahonu'd, to (‘onsult respecting 
the letter that was to be forwarded to Sboa. Esau 
Ibrahim was sent for, and willingly undertook, for 
two dollars, to be the bearer, d’he hgter was 
written and ready for him long before' eve'iiing, but 
as the tribe's iioav betwee'u us and the Hawash were 
hostile to Kafilahs or their me'ssenge'rs ])r()cee'(]ing 
through their counti’y, he was obliged to defer his 
departure until night, vis he asserted that he? 
should be able to deliver the h'tter in three days, 
I began to entertain some liojees of getting through 
the country ; and bedbre he startc'd, by tlie inter- 
preting assistance of my sc'i vant Alice, I chaiged 
him with an abundance of verbal messages to tlie 
officers of the British Mission in Ankobar, to induce 
them to come and nu^et me, wiiicli, in my ignorance 
of Shoan policy, I thought they might do, even so 
far as the banks of the Ilawnsh. A most affectionate 
and sincere h?ave-taking passed bet\veen Esau 
Ibrahim and myself, and jery soon after he had 
taken his departure, I w'ent to sleep in peace. 
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Journey from Mnllu to Anneo, general diroetion, W. S. W., time 
mareliing, six liours. — Proceed over Plain of Midlu. — Halt in 
sight of Jierdndda, — Aluditu kraal and fun(.'ra1. — Hare hunt. — 
Arrive at Annec. — Muditu visitors. — Moonlight scene. — 
May lO/A, iStayiiig at Herdiidda. — Visit to eamjt of Ilittoo 
Galla women. — Attack of formidablo cuter|»illar. — Situation of 
halting-place at Annee. 

• 

May 17^A. — started before sunrise, still keeping; 
in .the van of the innnense Kalilali, that, by a 
passive kind of physical force movement, was 
forcing a passage through an enemy’s country, 
AVe soon h'ft the grassy plain of AIullu, and 
entered irpon an undulating country, dotted with 
dwarf mimosas. Numerous antelopes, tlieir fore 
f('et resting upon the km er brauclu's, were feeding 
upon the green letivcs and (dustt'red curling sced- 
])ods ; whilst the surfatu' of the ground was black 
with numerous flocks of guiiu'a-fowl, that tempted 
me fretiueutly to turn some yards from the road, 
and add a few of tlu'sii finely-flavoured birds to our 
other provisions. 

We halted for a short time in sight of a kiigv 
kraal, until the several Kafilahs whom we had 
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preceded had come up, and after allowing them to 
pass us, we recommenced our march in tin; rear. 
This was owing to the had character of the in- 
habitants of the village, who belonged to the Assa- 
hemerah Muditu, and as a good many of my com- 
panions kept calling my attention to them by 
repeating their name, and adding, AAith the usual 
oath, “ Whalla (by God), they are bad men!” avc 
may safely conclude they Avere no Ix'tter than the 
other Dankalli tribes. 

We very soon came upon a party of tlic tribe, 
Avho were employed in burying a dead man. The 
grave Avas about one hundred yards from our road, 
but the two men Avho appeared to have been 
making it by their soiled skins, approached ns 
in a very respectful manner, and told us how they 
Avere engaged. The Tvafilah peo})lo, as they came 
up, generally Avent a short distance in tlu' dirc'ction 
point(;d out, and, Avith faces turned toA\ ards Mecca, 
ajApeared to offer up a pi’ayer. Ohmed IMcdina, to 
Avhom, a feAV mornings previously, I had been 
talking upon the subject of burying the dead 
among the Dankalli, took hold of my mule's 
bridle, and led me to the grave, Avhich Avas bc'ing 
filled up by four or five other men. Ohmed 
Medina muttered a prayer, and I also added a. 
short one for the repose of tlie soul of the 
deceased. 

It was the usual mode of burial practised among 
the Mahommedans, except that the grave Avas 
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nearly circular. The diainctcr was so short, that I 
asked if the body wore buried sitting, and Avas told 
that it Avas not, hut that a Ioaa^ excavation on one 
side, at the bottom, rc'ceived it in a kind of tomb. 
Near this Avere otln'r grav(?.s, all marked by a little 
conical heap of loose stones five or six feet high, the 
top being finished off by t\Aa) small n])right stones 
placed about a foot apart. Some of tlicse little 
pyramids, in other situations, 1 liave seen e\.c.('ediug 
ten or fifteen feet in height ; and one, a ])rominent 
landmark for se\eral days’ JoiirneA’, sitiiattxl u])on 
the eastern extreanity of tin; ridge of San-karl, to 
the south of the valh'v of (lobard, must l)e at least 
one hundred fc('t high. 

As Av(! passed in front of the village, AA'lhch con- 
sisted of not less than fifty huts, a numerous 
assembly of the ^luditu came out, the chiefs of 
Avdiom salut('d us in gloomy sihaicc' Avith a passing 
sink) of th(' hand. As T rode on my mule, I kept 
gwing my hand, h'ttiug it slip gently off theirs, and 
kce])ing a sharp look-out that they did not take 
th(' 0])port unity of pulling me off the mule, Avhich 
inanA' of tluan seenu’d inclined to do. Never did! 
see such a supj)r('ssed hading of animosity so 
ap])arent in the sc'OAvling look and silent salute of 
both parties ; Avhilst sundry nods and Avinks of the 
eye excdiauged by many of my escort, and by nearly 
all the 'rajourah peoph', told their quiet enjoyment 
of the great disappointment of these felloAvs, in not 
having a (diance of obtaining even a ])]-es(mt for 
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their chief from us ; a fact made very evident 
by the saucy look of confidence assumed by our 
Eas, Ohmed Mahomed, secure in the number of 
suppoi ters whom he mustered around him. 

Th(^ country we marched throui^h to-day was 
called Berdudda. Towards the end of the journey, 
we passed an elevated plateau of no great height 
or extent, apparently of an upheaA'cd alluvial 
stratum similar to that beneath our feet, but 
altered in its geological character by the action of 
heat. Birds of ('very line abonndi'd, brightly 
reflecting the sun’s rays from tlu'ir l)ronz('d or 
golden plumage ; whilst the most beautifully 
painted butterflies added their kaleidoscopic (colour- 
ing to the more immediate vicinity of our ])ath. 

Hares also ivere so numerous that they s('emed to 
spring out of ('very hush and tuft of grass we came 
near. The Dankalli pr(hess not to eat them, but this 
is a prejudice, T think, that has been introduced with 
the Mahomedaii religion, the laws of which, respect- 
ing clean and unclean meats, are tlu' same with 
those of iMoses. That tlu'y kill hares, and take some 
little trouble to do so by rnnniim tln'in down, 1 
had frequent proofs. One to-day w'as put up, unfor- 
tunately, in such a situation, that in whatever w'ay 
she ran, she was headed by some party or other of 
the Kafilah men. Though so insignificant an 
animal, the excitement of the chase she occasioned 
spread along the whole line of march, and men and 
boys, I, as well as the rest, w^ere soon in hot 
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pursuit of puss. She gave some excelleut sport of 
the kind, doubling under the feet of one man, 
starting up suddenly heliind another nho had 
overrun her, and now leaping riglit into tlie face of 
a third, upsetting liim hy tlie suddenness of the 
shock, among his laughing companions. H('r 
moments were, however, numhcred, an unlucky 
stone tlu’own by a hoy, struck Ikt upon the head, 
and extended Inn- upon the ground, where she lay 
for some minutes, throwing out lier h'gs con- 
vulsively in vain struggles to ('sca])e Irom us and 
death. Having two fine guinea fowls suspended 
from my saddle, I had so much consciousness 
of what was due to humanity as to feel some sorrow 
for this inuK'cessary destruction, of life ; for, after 
all our exertions to kill it, unless T made my su])per 
of tlie hare, w(' should have 'been obliged to have 
left it to become the ])rey of some prowling beast 
or bird. Accordingly, I determined to bury my 
conscience in mv stomach, bestowed the guinea- 
fowls upon lu}' companions, and picking up the 
hare, inserted mv kiiif' Ixdwecm the hack tendons 
of one hind leg, pushed tlu' other through the orifice, 
and by the loop thus formed, suspended it from the 
bow of 111}' saddle in regidar spoi’tsman-likc manner. 

We proceeded about six miles farther towards the 
south-west, and arrived at a place called Annec, an 
open gravelly spot, with high mimosa trees standing 
at some distance from each other. Just beyond us 
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was a pool of dirty water, not made any cleaner by 
a number of camels getting into and rolling tbem- 
selvcs over in it. 

Soon after we were settled for the day, 'and I was 
putting off as long Jis ])ossiblc, tlie unpleasant 
necessity of drinking a largo drauglit of the yellow 
solution contained in my littk' kid-skin bag, somt' 
Assa-bemerali women camc' in witli loads of 
“natnr('’s” particularly delicious “ b('vcrag(‘,” milk. 
‘‘ Oh ! what lo-s'cly damsels ! only a handful of 
tobacco for all that!” and how they patted their 
fingers against their thin lips in mute astonishment, 
as I transferred their burdens into a skin of ni) 
own, which, by tlu' accidiaits and incidents of my 
jciiiTK'y, Imdbi'come not mucli fiiin'r than their own. 
4'avo stra])-huttons (nearly all th()s<’ IVom the top of 
my trousers had gone long })r(n'i(;usly) jmrehased 
me also half a leoj)ar(rs skin that had hi'ini lironght 
into camp for sal(\ and a lu'ad-coYer of bine sood 
was given for a fine goat, which I iiiti'iidcd to take 
on with me to Shoa. 

None of the male inhabitants of the m ighbonr- 
ing extensivf' kraal 'icntni’cd to come into cam)), 
but a large circle of fort\' or fifty Avere sitting in 
council not far from ns ; and behvei'ii them and the 
stores, the Tajonrah jx'ople and the Ily Soiimanl('(' 
also held a calalun in one huge body. From 
the country being more open here than at Miirroo, 
I could see more, of our consort Kafilahs, that, in 
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groups at some distance from eacli other, Avere 
dotted all owqv the plain. 

The day passed very cpiit'tly, and some ostriches 
coming in. sight, it Avas even proposed that 1 sliould 
go out Avith a party to slioot one. Ohmed Medina 
and the greah'v part of my escort, Avere as anxious 
as ])ossible for me to do so, hut the more cautious 
of the 'rajourali peo|)le, Avith Ohmed Mahomed at 
th(^ liead, objech'd, from the chances of our coming 
into collision Avitli the Assa-lunnerah : a very 
general fi'cling among the lly Soumaulec and the 
Oaa ssa Muditii Katilahs Avith us being, to take this 
opportunity of retaliating some recent outrage upon 
a. Katilah of their friends that attempti'd to ])rocecd 
to Shoa, but had l)C(m obliged to return by this 
A'cry tribe. Much to the gratification of Oarmel 
Ibrahim, I gaAo him the half leopard’s skin 1 had 
purcbas('d here, as a, return for his attention to me 
on several little hunting excursion>^, for next to 
Ohmed ^Medina, he ])ossessed more of my confidence 
than any of the I’cst of the Kafilali. 

In the cool of the cA'cning, aaIicu the Assa-he- 
merah council had broken up, and our men AA ere 
preparing for rest, I sat some time upon the boxes 
forming my hut, and beneath a beautifully bright 
moon, indidged in reveries that greAV out of my 
strange situation. These iniisings, AA’hich I ahvaA s 
recollect as the most unalloyed of all tin' enjo\- 
ments of my desert life, Avere a sufficient equi\ alent 
of themselves, for all lire hardships and exposure 
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consequent upon such wanderings. New ideas, 
fresli feelings, and' novel truths pressed themselves 
forward with scarcely an exertion of thought, sur- 
rounded as I w'as by fields of uiicxplorGd nature, 
new to me in her vegetation, in lier animal king- 
‘ dom, and in tlu' chai’acter of lier principal phe- 
nomena. Of these I had certainly read, but I now 
looked u])on reality, and saw tliat abimdamte of 
facts ill previous descriptions had been oviadooked, 
and still ri'inain to requite a piitient pursuer of 
truth, more competent to observe and refiect, than 
a mere bc'giuner, like myself, in the study of 
natural history. 

T certainly am affected by tlie still quiet of a 
moonlight night, and very readily believe', that if 
it can produce the moody calms and melancholy 
enjoyment it does on mv particulai- disposition, that 
on some others it may hai e more exaggerate'd efiects, 
and “ moon-stiicken lunacy” may not, perliaps, be 
improperl}' attributed to such an influence, lloiv- 
ever, I am not now sitting on tlu' top of some piled 
up boxes, pistols around my wai.st, and a dagge'r ready 
to my hand, nor am I suiTounded bv the muinni) -like' 
forms of sleeping savages wrapt closely up in their 
tobes, whilst champing ruminating camels, with 
large goggle eyes, and goose loehs, appear almost as 
contemplative as myself. I am not now' the half- 
Bedouin, half-moss-trooper of the time; I spent in 
yVdal, and incidents wall be more interesting to my 
reader, than any account of the dreamy castles that 
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reared their ah’y turrets to amuse me in my 
solitude. 

To aid reminiscences of other days, not from any 
want of thouglit, I began to w^histle a hivouritc air, 
but being overheard by Moosa, he sat upon his 
mat, and tried, by calling out, “ Ahkecnn,” two or 
throe times, to intimate tliat it was not exactly 
proper; but as I still continued, Zaido also 
aAvakened, .and supposing 1 did not understand 
iNIoosa, jmt his iiand u]) from where he lay by the 
side of the hut, and sliook me l)y the foot, saying, 
“ .Ahkcem, that is very bad; all the Jinn in tliis 
country ^vill sti/e the camels, if )oii nhistle in 
tliat manner.” As he was evidently in earnest, and 
as 1 was getting tin'd, I slipped down from off the 
boxes, cre])t into my hut, and was very soon as 
quiet as they could wish me. 

Mmj Xdth . — I was awakened some time before 
sunrise, by the usual loud summons of Ohmed 
jMahonied, for the Kaiilah “ to up and saddle,” but 
nldch, from the pitcli and prolonged tone, 1 knew 
was intended to nunin just th(‘ contrary. The very 
last thing, in ffict, that Alice told me the night before 
was, tlnd ^v(' sliould not start to-da)', and wanted me 
to bet to the contrary half a dozen small gilt buttons, 
against a milk basked hung round with shells 1 
had taken a fancy to. The truth was, that the 
country so abounded nitli vegetation, not having 
been exposed for some months to any grazing 
exhaustion by passing Kafilahs, that one and all 
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composing our army decided upon remaining here 
to-day, Avliethcr the tribe Ave Avere among Avould 

ft 

like it or not ; especially as the next three marches 
Avould he long and forced ones across the country 
of the Ilittoo Gallas, a people much more nume- 
rous and fierce than tlie Assa-liemerah. Ohmed 
IMahomed’s signal cry Avas raised to deceive tln^ 
people of Annee, up to the very last moment, Avith 
the idea that we AA ere going to leaAc tliis morning, 
to prcA'ciit them collecting tlieir fnends, aaIucIi they 
Avould have gone about Acrv earl\', had tlu'v had 
any idcui a\ c should ha\e remained a day longei’ 
AA'ith them. 

During the day some unlooked for visitors came 
into camp, being three old Avomen belonging to 
the Ilittoo Galla. 41u‘y accompanic'd a Kafilah of 
seven or eight donkeys, hnh'n with tobacco and 
Avcll mad(' hempem rop(\s, Avbich tbey offered for 
sale among our ])eo])]e. 'L'Ik'a^ n'ceh'cd in (‘x- 
change some AA'hite cotton cloth, and a little brass 
Avire. They A\cre A'cry old and excessiv(dy ugly. 
These AVomen did not Avear the blue (‘overing for 
the head common to the grown up D.inkalli and 
tiioumaulee fcm.ales. The hair, hoAATver, Avas 
dressed in the same mannc'r, hanging around th(' 
sides and back of the head like a small curtain, from 
the nunK'rous little plaited locks being connected 
by bands of interAAmven cotton thread. I need not 
mention that grease had been used Avith no sparing 
hand at their toilet. They wore the same kind 
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of soft leather petticoat, as tlie Adal ladies; and their 
feet were protected hy the simple sandal formed of 
one piece o? dried ox shin, secured to tlie sole of the 
foot by a loop into wliich one too is inserted, and by 
a tie or thong of leather pass(‘d in front and around 
the ancles to th(‘ side hvjijiels. Wliilst bartering 
their goods they occupied themsc'lves alsoiii twisting 
a bundle of hem]), fasteneil to the front of their 
girdle, into mi exei'llent rope', which, as it was 
made, was seeun'd behind them upon tlu'ir loins. 

hrom the hem]) and tobacco brought in this 
manner to our camp, T concluded that agriculture 
Avas carried on to a consideralile c'Xtent by the Gallas 
occu])ying the fi'rtile ])lains on each side of the 
southern portion of the river IJ awash. This struck 
me at first as liciug a characteristic distinction 
between tluau and the Dankalli, Avhoiii I had been 
accustomed to associate only with the care of 
flocks and herds ; but when I remembered the 
highly cultiA’atcd condition of Oavsso, proved by 
the great quantities of dates and joAvharec grain 
brought into T’ajourah, either for home use or 
for exportation, I felt satisfied, that the physical 
character of the surface of different parts of the 
country of Adal had produced those differences in 
the mode of life obsi'rved in the Inudsman Dankalli, 
in the agricultural JMuditu and Clalla, or in the 
seafaring Soumaulee, all of whom belong to one 
family of man. ^ 

After remaining about an hour with us the 
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women turned back in tlie direction towards tlieir 
own homes, which I did not at the time notice, 
except tliat I thought tliey missed a good market 
by not visiting the Katilahs which were in our 
rear. 

That Avhich astonished me as mucli as anything 
during my journey, and which T have omitted to 
mention before, was the great numbers of Bedouins 
who had nev(T resided in towns, and wlio y(‘t were 
able to rc'ad and wiitc' .Vrabic. Several have 

I 

inscribed their names in my note books. Tliis I 
considered a curious fact in mankind Ion', to find 
savag('S so situated as tin' Daulialli, sucli ade])ts in 
an art so foreign to their ]mrsuits ()]• wants. 

Connected witli tliis KnoAvledge of Avriting, I 
obs('iTed a circumstance tliat may afford some 
solution of tlie cause, for the different directions in 
Avhicli various luitionsare accustomed to AA iib'. The 
Dankalli, for instance', inscribe tlie haters from above 
doAvuAATirds, Avhich I attribute, in a great measure, 
to their resorting generally for practice to the skin of 
the l(*ft fon' arm, Avhich. projecting before' the ni, the- 
elboAv resting upcjn the stennach, serve's as a tabh't, 
upon Avhicli a stunted minieesa thorn acts as a style. 
The letters are' re'ude'reel visible b}' the pale 
coloured scarf, the erase'e! transparent epidermis, 
which marks the course of the' thorn upe)n the 
black skin. AVhe'ii the hand and arm are^ bremght 
doAAm in a,^ elii-ection across tlie chest, for the 
purpose of examining the Avi’iting, it is CAddent 
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that, to commence with tlie first letter, the inscrip- 
tion must be read from the ri»lit side, and in this 
manner, or some analogous one, making use of, 
for example, a long, narrow leaf, I endeavour to 
account for tlu^ diffc'rent dirc'ctions of writing, 
either from the right liand to tlu' left, or vice versa, 
which is customary among Viirious nations. 

Whilst sitting under a tr(H' to-day, a caterpillar 
fell upon my bare neck, and feeling a disagreeable 
kind of tickling. 1 ])iit my iiand n])on it and threw 
it awiiy. ItAvas a common ciiougli looking butterfly 
cater])i]lar, but it liad most annoyingly disagreeable 
effects, AA'hicli lask'd for an hour aftenwards, being 
exactly like tin* irritation tliat Avould be produced 
by a little of tlu' line hair of the |}ods of the Doli- 
clios pruriois Ix'ing rubbed ov(t the part. 1 could 
not concei\ (i it possible to b(* the result of an insect 
simply crawling upon my lU'ck, so 1 looked about to 
see if there A\ ere not some vTgetable production in 
my^ n('ighbouvhood that would account for it. Seeing 
my attentive' ('xamination of the spot, and sus- 
])ccting the object of my scare'll, by tlie restless 
movenn'iits of my neck in tin' loose c'ollar of my 
frock, Ohmed Medina, laughing, ])ointed out to 
me sf'veral other little animals suspended at the 
cxtremiti('s of long silken filaments from the 
('xtreme braiu'lu's ovm’ my head, and T then recol- 
lected tlu' circumstance of having previously 
removed one of these caterpillars from my neck. 

were not troubled much by visits from the 
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neighbouring Assa-hcmerali, who seemed to think 
tliat the less intercourse they had with us the better. 
Three or four wonuni brought their children to me 
for medicine, which 1 gave them, and • some old 
people, l)lind with age, kneeling, shewed their 
•sightless orbs, and wt'iit aw'ay disappointed at my 
inability to restore to them the light of day. 

A litth^ aftt'r sunsed, at the request of the lias ul 
Kafilnli, Ohmed Mahomed, I tired my guns, as a 
warning voice for the especial instructioii of any 
foes to Kafilalis that might be lurking around us. 

Imnu'diately to tlie south of our eneaiu])ing 
ground, w'as a broad shallow valh-y, covered u ith 
low^ trees, and called Al('ekdugg('(’ Jvabeer, and 
wdiich turiu'd to the east and north in a dir('etiou. 
towards I liero I^Iurroo. 'I'lic stream that sometimes 
runs along it, flows into the temporary lake of 
Iruloff, which itself, on occasions of great rains, 
communicates with the river of Killaloo. In front 
of us, to the W'est, Avas a slightly (dm ated crest, o\('r 
which w^is the \'all(!y of Alec'kduggee Sagec'r, flow- 
ing towairds the north into the Jlawash. 
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Journey from Annec to How, general direetion W.S.W., time 
iiiareliing six hours. — Aleeluluggeo Sageer. — Inmienso Katilah. 

■ — Water euro for (Ieto’'niiiui(ion of blood to the head.' — Attaek 
of (he (ialla. — Display of forcc.s.' — Kas ul Katilah halaiiees ja'otit 
and loss .so far. 

— lEnng- lEe first Kafilah but une in 
tb(' lino of inarcli, n o Avt're saddlod and away two 
hours b('for(' suuris('. W(^ ascciub'd tlu' gently 
rising slopt' bt'fore us, arriving at the summit as 
the sun came upon the liori/on. A sudden but 
gradual descent of a few feet h'tl us into the 
extensive but shallow valley plain of Aleek(*luggoe 
Sageer; which, in the account givtm of this 
country by the ofhct'rs of tlu' British mission in 
1840, contaiiKMl in the twelfth Aolume of the Poyal 
Geogra])hical Socieh's Jpurmd, is sup})OS('d to liave 
been the former bed of a large ri\ er ; but n Inch 
most certaiidy, is nothing more than a broadly 
denuded ^■alle^^ some four or five miles in extent, 
running for a few miles nearly paridlel with the 
riv('r llawash, into A\hich the little stream that h.as 
formed the valley enters, Ix'tween the hills of 
Baardu and llyliilloo; the latter being situated 
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to the east of its junction with that river. Some- 
times this valley is one extensive marsh, impassable 
to Kalilahs, and the delay it occasions on either 
bank frequently favours the attacks of the Hittoo 
(jtalla, and on this account is a locality very much 
dreaded bv the traders and slave-merchants. 

The shqnng ascent and ridge we ])assed over 
during the carliin* part of the march, was called 
Gudmuddee. AVe crossed the valley in two more 
hours, and as T iiad n alked tlic iviiole ivav', I lay 
down to rest myself in th(' thin cool sliade of a 
dwarf mimosa tree, and immediately Avent to sha'p. 
The sun liad ascended liigh in its course to tlie 
meridian before I awokiy and I found Tbin Izaak 
and four or fiAa; of the lly Soumanlei^ lying upon 
their stomachs npon the ground. Avateliing the 
still coming line of camels, Mliich in one long 
single file extended to the vc'iy to]) of Gudmuddee. 
Others nere still coming into sight at that distant 
point, as those at our extri'inity of the line, kept 
yielding up their loads of salt, l)aj.>s, and boxes, 
which were fast accumulating in (h'tached heaps 
along the narroAv ridge of How, that formed tlu' 
western bank of Aleekduggee Sageevr, and where Ave 
were to halt for the night. 

There Aver(' uoav gathci'cd together, at least, thr('(‘ 
thousand camels, and ujiAvards of sev('n hundred men. 
The women also, es])ecially those tliat accompanied 
the AVahama Kafdahs, Avero very numerous. The 
Tajourah people said they had never seen so large 
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a collection of camels before ; and many a wish was 
expressed by my Hy Soumaulce escort, that the 
Gallas might come down with the intention of 
attacking- us, and then they said, tlie Ahkeem 
should sec they ^^a're “ (Attain,” like the English. 

My sleepiness 1 found was not altogether the 
effect of fatigue, tor I had not long retix'ated to my 
hut before a giddiness and a. sonsi' of sliding out 
of all consciousness, roused nu' witli a kind of 
alarm, Jo -tlic thouglit that some sun stroke or 
apoplectic fit might be approa(‘hing. I called out 
right lustily for Zaido, Alh'e, and water, as if tlierc 
were a fire in my hut, and on tlu'ir arrival, liearing 
the distended black hair skin bags upon their 
should(Ts, tlu'V ]ook(Hl all in a hurry, as if to ask 
Aivhere it was ; J, llow('^■('r, turned back the collar of 
my frock, and holding on by a spear, held iny head 
down for tliem to ghe me tin* full benefit of a 
shower bath. 'I'o do which effectually they 
mounted on the to]) of the boxes, and Avith tAVO 
Bedouin assistant surgeons to Indp them, let fall 
a gimluallv descending stieain u])on my lu'ad, 
Avhich quite ndicAX'd me from all the unj)leasant 
s('nsations that had occasioned my resorting to the 
reuu'dy. 

During the daA a. heavy thunder storm broke 
along tlu' height, and a considerable fall of rain 
soon filled the cooking pots, Avhich Avere hastily 
put out on all sides to catch the fresh cool AAater. 
The, squall did not last long, but it completely 
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deluged the camp, and it was well we had crossed 
Aleekduggee Sagcer before it came on, or the 
marcli would have been much more laborious and 
painful to the heavily loaded camels, if even it 
could hav<3 l)eeii 2)erformed at all. 

AiiotluT name for How, I understood, was Billin, 
although I think this latter name is given to the 
whole ridge, wiiilst the former properly belongs 
only to our particular halting-plac('. Just before 
sunset, n hilst nearly all the uk'H of our ^vafilah, 
stript to tlu'ir waist-cloths, w(Te ('iigaged in the 
bustle and the dust of their boisterous game of ball; 
and T was amusing m} S('lf with Zaido and the two 
Alices, trying our respective strcmgth in balancing 
and heaving away heavy slabs of pc'wter; a sudden 
cry among th(3 wonum, followi'd by a geiuTal rusli 
of the players to shicdds and sjx'ars, and a plungc' by 
Zaido into rny hut to b(' out of tlie Avay, put an end 
to our sports. Some caus(' of rdarm had arisen, 
but what it was I could neitlu'r sc'c nor learn, but 1 
imver shall forget tlie tumultuous ciwvd, Avhoopiiig, 
leaping, and yelling, that almost in a moment 1 
Avas in the centre of; whilst tin' shrill scrc'aming of 
the Avomen, gathering upon and around some large 
anthills in our rear, ])ierc('d through all tlu' roar. 
I Avas unarmed, my pistols and kniie being in my 
hut, so almost as quickly as Zaido I turned to get 
at them, and seeing him on his hands and knees 
creeping up to the fartlier end, I caught hold of 
his y^’aist-cloth to give him a lug out, and divested 
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him in a moment of all the clothes he had on. 
His quick, almost convulsive, twitcli round, as he 
cast an imploring look, until he saw who it was, 
made mo smile, and throwing his cloth over him 
again, I told him to come out directly. Tie Mtered 
out, “ Tabanja, tabanja,” wisliing mc' to suppose he 
had gone into the hut only to get my pistols for me. 

Alice the iirst ^vas waiting to go with us 
to where tlie Kafiluh men had already tbi-med 
a linc,^ which was now extending fast to the 
right and to tlie left by the additional men who 
kept running up from the oilu'r Katilahs on 
our rear and flanks, to take' j)art in tlu' ex])ectcd 
fight. Thinking T was a long time, Alice stoo])ed 
to look into tlu,' hut, and laughed outright at the 
trembling confusion of Zaido, who, however, was 
quickened in his actions considerably by this, and 
reaching to me my ])istols, I soon buttoned on my 
belt, and was rc'ady. 4Ve then started, running as 
fast as we could towards the squatting warriors, 
ITimyah with his matchlock joining in the race. 
Immediately after taking a position between 
Ohmed Medina and Moosa, ivlu're I had been 
beckoned to come by the former, I missed one of 
my pistols from my waist, it having fallen out 
during the exertion of running. Pointing out my 
loss, 1 jumped again to my feet, and looking in the 
direction I had just come, saw Zaido standing 
as if on guard over something, and calling 
for me. Alice suspecting it was the missing 
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pistol, immediately ran to the spot. When ho 
returned Avitli the iveapon, and had given it to me, 
he lapj)ed his breast with a deal of pride, and 
appealed to me if he were not a brave soldier, and 
Zaido an old woman. 

I noAv looked out for th(‘ emany, but only saw 
four rapidly diminishing figure's upon horse-back, 
crossing diagonally the valley of Alee'kdiiggec 
Sageer. I wateln'd them until tln'y had ascemU'd 
the height of (ludmndde'e, among tlu' trees ()f wliieh 
they soon disajipearc'd. f rom Avliat I could learn, 
these men, whose numbers, although I saw only 
four, Avere variously stated to be Irom tAventy to 
thirty, ealenlating n])on tlu' spc'c'd of their horses, 
had crossed over the valh'y ah'Av mih's to the south, 
and had then cautiously travc'lh'd along the ridgv 
of Billiii, until close upon a Katilah of ahamas 
Avho formed, in military language, our extreme 
right, and distant about half a mile Iroin ns. 
They aach' tln'ii disco\('red, tlu' alarm spread, all 
otlier occujiations AAi're siispi'iided, and the men of 
the numerous Katilahs came trooping up in. gri'at 
haste to the scene of the su])])()s('d attack. Finding 
themselves perceived, and hearing a far-spreading 
Avar-cry, the horsemen imim'diately desceiuk'd from 
the narroAV ridge; most of tlu 'in retrc'ating doAvn 
the western slope into the A alley of the llaAvash, 
the others to the east, crossed, as 1 have before 
said, tlic dry bed of the iUeekdnggee Sageer in our 
Irpiit, and iipade a rapid return toAvards tlie point 
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on tlie opposite bank, from 'svlience it was con- 
jectured they had at first proceeded. At all events, 
this party gave us a good view of their figures and ap- 
pearance. All my companions agreed they belonged 
to the Hittoo Galla, and Avere not of the jMuditu in 
whose country Ave had halted the niglrt before, as 
I at first Conj('ctiircd from their retreat bciog made 
in that direction, 'i'his Avas not likelv ('itber, avIk'ii 
I came to refl('ct, for knoAving our strt'iigth, the 

Muditu Avould not lun e sent .such a nseles.s i)artY to 
) ^ 

attack, and tln'v n('('ded no scouts to iuibi ju them of 
our numbers, after A\ e had just passed through their 
country. It aaus evichmt, as Avas gi'iierally sup- 
posed by OUT Kafilah, that these hoi’.senu'u Avere out 
reconnoitring, and formed tlu' van of a much 
greatd' number of footmen concealed from our vicAv 
by th(' rising slo]>e of (judmuddee, upon Avliich they 
had collected. N ery probably the (ialla Avomen 
Avho visited us at Annec', and Avhose suddem d('])ar- 
ture surprised us, had nduriuHl to their j^eople and 
gh^en information of a large Kafilah being on tlu' 
road, but not ha\ing Ix'cn uAvare of the stdl larger 
ones farther in our rear, had carried home a most 
imperfect ac;count of our strength. To this Avas 
attributed the' defeat of their vicAA's to-day, for the 
Gaik AA’ere no doubt (piite unprepared to attack an 
army such as aa c Avere able to bring into the field 
against them. 

We sat out all expe ctations of any more enemies 
apjnoaching, being disturbed only once in the 

cj o 2 



452 


A MILITARY MANOEUVRE. 


course of the liour so occupied, by forming a 
junction of two separate bodies. The men of the 
more distant Kafilahs having scpiatted down on a 
commanding eminence, nearly one hundred yards 
upon our left, Ohmed Medina, who acted as coin- 
mandc'i’, dfrected us to join them. In this inove- 
nient I was taken quite by surprise, a low murmur 
along the lino Ix'ing suddcmly Ibllowed by everybody 
springing to liis feet, J, of course, not being long in 
following tlieir exanrph'. For tlie next few moments 
I Avas nearly earricnl oil’ niy ]('gs l)y the sideway 
movement of tlu' mIioIc bod)'. Sliouiders wero 
k(q)t closely pressed together, and in this manner I 
Avas Avedged in l)etween two or thiA'e of them, and 
Avas carried along until, lik(‘ a flock of croAvs, av(' 
all settled doAvn again upon llu' right of the party 
toAvards Avhich we had liioAcd. A' hilst this AA'as 
being perfornu'd, a, loud Avhirring noise Avas niad(' 
by each individual, as if the tongue Avere rollc<l 
rapidly in the mouth dining a long expiration. 
AVhat its object A\as, or Avhat it meant, 1 could 
never learn. It Avas, j)erhaj)s, merely a common 
custom for purposes of excitement, serving, like 
the long roll of a drum, to keep u]) a noise Avhen 
silence is not calculated to rais:e and elcAatc the 
spirits. 

A long conversation folloAved the breaking up of 
this martial display. Groups of individuals col- 
lected to discuss the probability of future attacks ; 
and it,; Aypts after the usual hour of rest ere 
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quiet and. deep sleep canic wholly over this so lately 
life-stirring scene. I had laid myself doAvn in my 
hut, and was just concluding in my mind tliat it 
would IjQ the wisest thing I could do to follow the 
example of my wild companions, and go to sleep, 
when a low buzzing noise attracted my atd'ntion, 
and I got up \'ery ([uietly to s('e from wiiencc^ it 
proceeded. Although endeavouring to conceal 
themselves in tlie dark sliadow of a large' pile of salt, 
I (^oidd nmkc out by the light of the moon, Ohmed 
Mahomed, Fhin Izaae, and Zaido, taking stock as it 
were, measuring \ ('rvearetidly by cubits, the remnants 
and remaining ])iec('s of Idue calico. Occasionall}^ 
a cautiously made' long te'ar told of a du ision between 
them, of what had not been givc'U away as presents on 
the road ; in fact, th('y were sliaring tlu' pc'rquisites of 
the offi( -e of I J a s u I Jv alii a 1 1 . a agreed 1 1 pon in Taj ourah . 

They se('med to be also enjoying a (puet 
cup of colie(' ; tor the long-necked globular 
pipkin, in nhich it was usual to boil that 
berry, stood in the broad moonlight, and was fre- 
quently a])j)lied to. 1 sat doAvn in tin' shade of my 
o^vn hut, and anius('d myself watching them until 
every piece of cloth had been duly measured and 
divided, the last drop of cotfee strained through the 
bit of dried grass stuffed in the mouth of the bottle- 
shaped cotfee-pot, and their conversation iqmn 
profit and loss had been adjourned until another 
night. Then cautiously retiring to their rest, tln'v 
stretched themselves upon their mats laid upon the 
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sandy mattress of the earth, and wrapping them- 
selves up ill their wliite tobes, were soon numbered 
among the corsc-like sleepers that in every direc- 
tion were reposing around. Over these,, as if on 
Avatcliful guard, the glistening iron heads of their 
spears shofle in the moon’s bright light, and seemed 
to be ready, self-acting, to protect their dreaming 
oumers. Ivound polished shields w('re also ranged 
carefully against long heaps of salt-bags, or sus- 

peiuled from the coarse fringe of saddle-staves that 

* 

surmounted the stores. The yellow bodied eouchant 
camels tilled tin* centre of the cam]), generally 
em])loyed in ti’iturating the swec'tened cud of the 
da}’s ie})ast, in the proci'ss j)ro(lncing the slightest 
noise and gentlest action, m'cessary to give a greater 
contrasted stillness to tin' otherwise' (piic't sce'iie 
liefore nu'. 
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Journey from How to Miilkukuyu, general direction south-west, 
time niarehini»\ four lioiii's and a luilt. — Forest on right bank of 
TTawash. — Tlie ford of Mulkukuyii. — 1 \ssago of the river. — 
(.longratuliiitioiis. — Scor|Hou luioting'. — ^Vh.sit the liippojiotiinms 
lake. — Joni'iiey from Miilktikuyii to .A/.liotce, o'l.'iieral direetioii 
Avest, tiiiK' maivliiijg', five hours ami a l)alf. — I joo Aihi. — Change 
in character of the country. — View of the table l.aml of Abys- 
sinia. — The so-called Aby.ssinian Alps. — Kellcctions. 

Mii^ ^Ofh. — Bt'Iiio- nearly the first on the line of 
niiirch, as we vrert' the morninj;- before, we a^aiii 
stiirted froitt oiir ]ialting--phice sonn'lionrs before sun- 
rise, and iiftt'r deseendini*- the ])reei|)itous side of the 
ridge of Billin or !iow, wt' entt'nul upon an exten- 
siv(' tind dens{d\-W(*()ded country to tire w(‘st. For 
tin' first few miles, tlie !>'arcli tt fis iieross a very stony 
district, the mimosa (rt'cs wert' low and ragged-look- 
ing, anti not growing so ehtsi'ly together as avc found 
them to do ;is wt' ad\ aneed. -\fter proceeding some 
little distance, four ostriches, of a light-hromi or stone 
colour, trotlt'd UAvay on our approacin The long 
thick legs set'ined large in proportion to tlie hotly 
of the bird, and gave mt' the idea of a light frame, 
suspended upon two powerful spring ])ropellers. 
The progrt'ss of the two hi)id legs of a trotting horse, 
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separated from the rest of the body, if it can be 
imagined, will represent the gait of these birds 
.when running. Another novelty to me, was a 
large mass of elephants’ dung, that, lilif? a large 
Stilton cheese, was carried on the shoulder of one 
of the Hy Souinaulee, who brought it on purpose for 
me to see, and who clainual a present accordingly for 
his trouble. I had also given to me on tliis 
march, a lump of soft fresli gum-arabic, nearly a 
pound in weight, and of most agreeable flavour. It 
reminded me in taste of a green ear of corn. 

I had riddi'ii so far on my mule, but was no'sv 
glad to dismount, as th(‘ trees began to la' ver\' 
numerous and troublesome, for as they w('r(' with- 
out exception, the long-thorned mimosa, my hat was 
continually la'iiig .snatclu'd otf my head, or my 
Arab frock torn from my slioulders. 'I'liere was 
some danger, too, to my eyes, for 1 stood a vc'ry 
great chance of having them sc'vercly injured by 
the sudden return of the armed boughs, dragged 
forward in the first instanc(' by the shouldered spear 
of the individual who preceded me, as ho carelessly 
pushed his way among tin* trees. Our path was a 
very monotonous one, sonn'thing like travelling 
through a close wood in England, d'hc shade 
was agreeable enough, and we certainly did come 
sometimes to open spots, where a little greensward 
refreshed the foot by its softness. 

After walking nearly three houis, the number of 
my informants, crying out, “ d’here is the Uawash ! 
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there is the Hawash !” increasing as we advanced, 
wo came, greatly to my surprise after all that had 
been told me, very suddenly upon the edge of the 
low l)!ink, which overhung the much-talkcd-of, long- 
wished-for river. A few moments before we carnc in 
sight of the stream, I noticed that Ohmed Medina 
was repeating a short prayer of thanks, for 
having reached it in safety, in which I heartily 
joined, and then lifting up my head, the yellow 
water of.tlu' llawasli was the first object I saw. 
My escort, and others of the Kafilah, had, at some 
distance, begun to rac(' with one' another to get 
down first, so that when we came, thirty or forty of 
them were alrc'ady swimming about in the stream. 
Some confusion, and a good laugh was occasioned 
at the hurry of this bathing party to get out, Avhen, 
by a fen' shouts, and waving our hands, Ohmed 
^Medina intimati'd that it was my intention to 
celebrate our arrival iu true Arab stvle, bv firing 
off my ])istols and carabine. Tliis ceremony being 
duly performed, ('uch report followed by a loud 
sliout, I and tlirec' or four others s:it, sheltered from 
the sun, under the bank close to the waters edge, 
until the caimds should come up. When I had 
ceased Iji’big, the swimnu'rs resumed their bath ; 
though freipiently invited, I did not choose to 
exhibit my white skin in all its unrobed singularity, 
to the critical remarks of a lot of black Dankalli. 

AVe sat waiting for the canu'ls abo\e an hour, 
W'hich I occupied in taking a good survey of the 
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little reach before us, and in getting some informa- 
tion relative to the general character and course of 
the liver. Its channel is a mere cut, or canal 
about fifteen feet deep and tliirty yards •broad, in 
the alluvial plane nliicli extends some miles on 
either side. I'he n ater itself, at this period of the 
year, was only from t\', o to three fe('t in de])th ; 
and in many places, larg(‘ stones sliowc’d tluir sum- 
mits above tlie surface. A fnng(‘ of warious kinds 
of trees hung over ii-om tlu' banks on (ither side, 
and each ('xtreniit) (;!“ that portion of tlic riv('r 1 
saw, seemed to h(' lost aanong- tlieir drooping, dark 
green foliage. 

Tlie first camel ^that came' ii]). made' a terribh' 
mess of it, for lie tumhlcd down the short, hnt steep 
bank, and occasioned such a dnst 1 thought some 
explosion must ha.vc takx'u place'. Aih'V tins acci- 
demt thought it he'st to .‘g't out of the' way, and 
accordingly foreled the :-.treain. My miile, who 
knew where slie was as we'll as any of us, came 
cantering up ^yit!i the' first string eef caim'ls, and 
being a thirsty kind of a. l)e)dy was neit long in 
letting herself care'fully dowm tlu' slojic. 1 caught 
her easily as she steiojie'd lu'r hec': to drink, anel 
made her carry me across, for as the' ford took a 
long diagonal direction and the hotteim ahouiuh'el 
with stone's, T did not clioosc to hazard mj' bare 
feet among them. The op))osite bank was of exactly 
the same charaeb'r as the one we had just lu'fore 
left, and my mule ha\ ing surmounted it by a f('w 
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snatcliing, toar-away steps, I dismounted and got 
under the shade of a large tree, from whence I 
could have a good view of the passage of the 
Kafilah. , 

4'he camels crossed without any other accident, 
and immediately 1 had se(m the last of the stores 
over I. followed OhiniMl Mahomed, who had pre- 
viously come up to congratulate' nu' on being in the 
dominions of Snhale Sedassee, king of Siioa. 

We Vent about hair a mile farther towards the 
west b('forc we came to th(> halting-])iace for the 
day, uhich was called MulkukuMi, from tln^ 
])ass:igo at this place over tiie l lawash ; melka^ or 
mnUiu, in the language oi'the ( falla, signifying a ford. 

Here I found a sudden change from tlie wcll- 
wood('d eliaracter of tlie otlu'i’ sid(', for although 
high trees and a considi'rable jungle ('xisted, we 
all at oiicu halted in a lava-abounding country: 
low ridg('s, and steep, conical, crater-lik(; hills being 
visible in whatevt'r direction we turned. Still, these 
were all well moulded up to tiu'ir bases, and nume- 
rous broad impressions of the f('('t ot the heavy 
('lephant, deeply i)idcnted the rich and fertile soil. 

I was congratulating myself so entirely all the 
day at having rc'achcd the otlier side of the llawash, 
that T made but very few other observations upon 
the surrounding country. Towards cvc'ning Ohmc'd 
Medina, with his usual anxic't) for me to sec as 
much as I could, brought four or fiv (> 11 v Souinaulec 
to go with him and nu' to the slion's of a large 
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lake in the immediate ncii^hboiirhood. I found it 
to be an irregular and very circumscribed depression 
among some low flat-topped hills, and communi- 
cating by a deeply cut but narrow chai^nel, witli 
the river. This was now however, quite dry, and 
the waters of tlu^ lake a])peared to be much lower 
than tlie level of the ITawash. Lofty trees, many 
of them quite new to me, grew close down to the 
water’s edge. Beneath them wcuc some white 
pelicans, with their heads and long beaks resting 
upon their craws, tliat seemed to l>c idly ruiiiinatiiig 
upon their last meal of fish. 

The smootlj surface of the lake at intervals, was 
frequently disturbed I)y the cautiously protruded 
face and nostrils of a bulky hippopotamus, which, 
snorting with a deeply-drawn hiv'ath, woidd 
prepare for his gaml)olling plunge again to the 
bottom. I fin'd s('vei’al times, bnt without success, 
although my companions wc'H' satistii'd them- 
selves tliat some were kilh'd, Ix'causi' tin' noise of 
the report, and perha])s tlu' soft liarmh'ss taj) of a 
leaden bullet, induced tlie animals to n'lnovc' tlu'in- 
selves fai’ther off, or to keej> altogetlu'r out of sight 
below the surface, as on occasions of eim'rgency 
they can remain for a long pc'riod at tlu^ bottom 
without a flush supply of air. I looku'd out for 
crocodiles, many of which, other travellers reported 
were to be s('eu in this lake. I do not (piestion the 
correctness of these obsc'rvations because I did not 
happen to see one myself. Many of my companions 
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appeared to be familiar with the sight of them, for 
among otln'r astonishing beasts 1 was to see at the 
Hawash was one, they told me, soiiudliing like a lizard, 
whichtliey ns(‘d to ix'present by joiidng the two elbows 
togethei-, and then opc'iiing n idc the hands and fore 
arms, intimated what an extent of mouth this 
animal had. Traces of hvieiias, and of some large 
feline animal, wt're i^'peatedly seen, and although I 
saw no^lephants in this phiciy tlunr sliarp trumpet 
cry was Jieard tliroughout the lu'xt night. 

On idly tuining o\('i’ sonu' stoiu's, to see the 
greatest immlx'r of scorj)ions I could tiud in one 
family, I canu' u])(m a larg(' black centipede, curled 
up in the usual manner of tla'so la'ptih's when they 
are expos('(l. Stoo])ing to examine it mon' closely, 
Ohnu'd Medina and (»thers, who had s('en me 
without ri'inark amusing myseli‘ with tlu' scorpions 
now ci’ied out that this would kill me, and some got 
up fi'om the ground to pull me away, for they 
suppos('d 1 was going to tak(' hold of it. Turning 
up my fice with a pcxndiar look, as if to ask them 
if th('y thought nn* such a goose, I said in English 
inquiringly, I’ite like (hn il !” to which Ohmed 
iMediua, in ;i tone of the most dc'cided aftirmation, 
made mo laugh b}- repeating my words like an 
('cho, Bite lik(' devil!’' accompanied with repeated 
nods of the head so ai)pro])viately. that he appeared 
fully to understand the import of the words he 
used. 

We loitered along the stony banks ot the lake until 
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long after tlic moon had risen, in the vain hope that 
the hippopotami Avoiild come out to graze, as is usual 
with them during tlie night. This, liowever, they 
were prevented doing, being alarmed by loud 
laughter and the clapj)ing of hands which pro- 
ceeded from our cam]), for the younger people of 
the Kafilah were amusing themsedves with dancing 
to celebrate their safe passage over the 11 awash. 
The unusual noise confined the unwieldy beasts to 
their Avatcry liome, altliough the frequei^t rough 
snort, and tlu' ripjile Avhich folloni'd their return to 
the bottom of the lahe, aacto ('Aideiiei's of (lie 
interest Avith Avhicii tlu^y Avatched i’or (he teriniua- 
tion of the boistc'rous sounds that, so unaeeountablv 
to them, broke upon the .stilhu'ss ot night, and 
usuiqu'd AA'itli whooping yells tlu' usual ri'treats of 
solitude and sihaici'. 

A sympatlu'tiit feeling w(' shared AAith the 
hungry animals oceasioiu'd us to return to 
camp, Avliere Zaido e xcused himsell' for haA’ing 
nothing ready to eat, save sonu' sun-dri('d strips 
of raAA^ ineat, by telling me that he Jiad bi'cn 
occupied tlie Avhole evi'iiing Avith Avashing his tobe 
and that of Ohmed ]\lahomed. To interest nu' 
more in the excuse, he entered into the' details of 
some great enriositv in the Avater Avay, Avhich he 
(lesci’ibed as lying more to the Avest than the' 
lake I liad just been visiting. This he assiTted 
to be a natural resi'i’A oir of soap and AA ah'r, and as 
evidence of its cleansing qualities, pointed to the 
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dancers and to others more tranquil, who had lain 
down for the nij^lit, and I could perceive by the 
light of tin; moon a great improvement in the 
appearance of their lobes, the ^vliiteness of which 
wns r(\dly remarlvahlc, considiaing tlie state of dirt 
and greas(' 1 had seen tluan in during the morning. 
As this water was also said to he undrinkahle, and 
had a A('r> bad smell, 1 eoneliKh'd it to Ix' some 
minera,^ water, ami. determijicd to ’visit it tin' next 
morning. 

A lucifer niateli and a h'w dry sticks soon pro- 
deiced a cracklie.g hlazcn upon wliich wa.s tlirowu a 
)ard or two of tin' meat I’ope, that 'was quickly 
coo]',ed ami a.s :q)eedily disap)|)ear('d, and as soon as 
tlie diniuT tilings were' carried away, and tlu' clotli 


romovr-d, 1 joim d iii tiu' f('sti\i' nwelries, taking 
prart in turns both in tin* op»era and badlet. A 
spirit oF nK'rrinieiit seemed to be abroad, and 1 saw 
no reason wliy I sliould not join tin' rest, so 
pickl'd up an old gvurd-slnll bi'lib', sad myself 
down on tin' to]) of my iiut.. and centiibuted to the 
music bv tliunii)ing a ]u)ilo'.v-:.oun(Mng tuiro out of 
tlie bottom of till : pi’iniiii\e tambourim’. • 'i lie 
dancing circle' in front ri'donbled their efforts, 
sliriekiug, laughing," yi'lling, clapiping hands, and 
hopping on alti'rnate legs around a eential ffgun', 
who, with body am! head now Ix'iit lorwards, now' 
thrown hackwavds, slo^\ly pilrouelted in a direction 
coutrarv to that ei’ the otln'is. whilst ^Yith mpea.l 
vigour, he pffu'd his o])eii luimls. dhus tiny 
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danced, thus I and others played ; and when tired, 
I threw down my musical instrument, Allee and 
another struggled for the direction of the hand, 
and I left tlie former far outshining me both in 
vivacity and dexterity of touch, although he 
managed luckily for my repose, very soon to 
knock out the bottom of the gourd, and thus gave 
tlie signal for the part\^ to break up. 

Mai/ 2l6‘/. — We started by sunrise; this inorning, 
the principal Wahama Katilah alone nccon^^anying 
us ; the remainder, belonging to the dith rent tribes, 
determined to remain at jMulkukuyu another day. 
About half a mile from our lialting-place, U(‘ 
marched along the' bonh'r of tin* wasliing lake, 
and I turned aside, with some of the Katilah people, 
to examine it. 

A few minutes’ walk satisfied me that it occupied 
the bashi-like depression of one of a number of low 
extinct craters, among which Ave had just been 
moving. A descent ot‘ a few yards, took me to the 
edge of the watc'r, Avhich, as I exp('cted. Avas of a 
mineral character, having an alkaline taste, -and 
slightly impregnat(!d Avitli sulphuretted hydrogen 
gas, detected by its smell. The lake Avas nearly 
circular; but its diameter Avas not one hundred 
yards in length. Its surface presented a green 
appearance, not occasioned, us I coidd perceive, by 
any subaqueous vegetation ; and the water, Avhen 
taken out, aa os colourless, and very clear. 

Our road was sometimes over a black soil of 
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decomposing vegetable mattei’, beneath high shady 
trees, among which myriads of a small chattering 
bird about the size of a sparrow, sent up one con- 
tinual din, that, in some situations, put talking to 
each otlier as we ])assed, ([iiite out of the question. 
Many of the trees had been deprived of all their 
lower branches by the elephant, which, on making a 
meal, tears down with his trunk one ot these large 
limbs, and eats at Jiis h'isuix' the )ounger shoots 
and knaves. Some of those 1 saw thus pulled down, 
were from a lieiglit of at least tvvelv(' or tifteen feet 
from the ground, and were fivquently more' than six 
indies in diamett'r. A striking contrast between 
two very diffi'rcnt agents in thus bringing large 
trees to tlie earth, was afforded by the juxtaposition 
of the overturned trunks of otlu'rs, among and 
undernetith whose roots, tlie many-turretted resi- 
dence of the white ant had been constructed; tlie 
effect of which was, that vc'ry soon after these 
insects had so located themselves, the slightest 
breeze n ould occasion the downfal of the tree, and 
trunks thus fallen, and those dragged down by the 
elephant, lie side by side. Sometimes in this 
manner, little savannahs or open spots of green 
growing grass are formed, nhere the rays of the 
sun are thus enabled to penetrate the otherwise 
dense gloom of the few miles of forest that exists 
along the western bank of the llawash. 

Our road was one* formed entireh’ bv elephants 
in their wanderings backwards and forwards from 
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the river to the extensive lake of Lee Adu, or 
Whitewater, situated about eight miles to the west 
of the Ilawash, at the ford of Mulkukuyu. Wc 
arrived at Lee Adu in three hours, and dialled a 
short time for the camels and mules to drink ; we 
then proceeded again for two hours more, when we 
reached the commencement of a large undulating 
plain, called Azbotee, from where wc had the first 
full and splendid vi('w of the high table Ijtmd of 
Shoa, and the numerous small liills and ^ valleys 
which occupy the long sloping talus from the edge 
of the elevated plateau in the distan(;e, to the 
loiv level district in the neighbourhood where we 
w'erc'. 

At Lee Adu, Ohnicd Medina, Adam BurraJi, 
Moosa, and myself, Ijathcd in a rc'tired corner of 
this broad slu'et of water. Large fiidds of high 
reeds and ruslu's bordered it for some distance 
around us, and tlie broad-leaied lotus, with its 
wdiite, cup-like fiowd's, covered the surface. Many 
a splashing duck, and diving watc-ribwl, seared by ns 
now left their previously quiet retreat. I'hc white 
il)is flew to the o])positc side of the lake, whilst 
screaming jays of many-coloured plumage passed 
over our heads, seeking some home more retired 
than the disturbed w ood, through which our camels 
w'ere then passing. 

On our road to Azbotee, I observed that the 
country to the W’est of liCe Adu, assumes a very 
different asjiect to that in the opposite direction, 
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towards the Ilawash. The neighbourhood of tlie 
lake marks the commencement of a more open 
district, very much I’esembling the plains of 
Southerif Africa, being devoid of trees, and a not 
very thick jungle of low bushes and shrubs, 
admitting a clear view over them. Among other 
plants in this situation, 1 noticed immense quanti- 
ties of tlie Socotrine aloe plant, witli its long 
variega^ted fleshy leavers, whi])-like flower stalk, and 
bright iotange-coloured corollas de])endi]ig like 
small bells from its summit. 

iVt Azl)ot('(% th(! country to the north and east 
is marked by several volcanic craters, of some eleva- 
tion; and a ridge occupies the tracd we had just 
passed over, of slight elevation certainly, but suffi- 
cient to shut out from sight the opposite slo])e to 
the Ilawash, ('xcepl in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of IjCe Adu, which extends to the left, or south, 
where its waters still were seen gleaming through 
the tall trees, growing iqion its banks. Before 
ns were clumps of mimosa trt'C's, at first ’‘few 
and far between,” that prejvared us gradually for 
a thickly-wooded belt, that could be perceived 
at the bottom of the gentle slope from Azbotee to 
Ivokki, and which marked the channel of a stream 
flowing to the south and east, probably into Lee 
Adu. Beyond, was the valley of Kokki, so called 
from the number of guinea-fowl found ther<'. A 
succession of Ioav hills, gradually increasing in 
elevation, now leads the eye towards the north- Avest 
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until it rests upon the town of Farree, which, plainly 
visible, occupies the summits of some hills, that 
o^'ertopped the intervening heights, and is distant 
about fifteen miles from ./Vzbotee, in a straight line. 

In the neighbourhood of Farree, coronets of 
smoke surmounting many a hilltoj), told of villages 
and liumaii life, and dotted witli small wliite clouds 
the amphitheatre behind. 

Oh med Medina, witli an obliging interes^ in my 
being amused, jiointed out tlu; situation of s^icceed- 
ing towTis, to tlie distant centre of the highest 
ridge, where he placed Ankobar, the capital of 
8hoa ; whilst Ohined Mahomed and Ebin Izaak, 
with the same instinctiv(‘ participation in the plea- 
sure I felt, as a stranger, upon first witnessing the 
spi ended prospect that la}' before me, assisted in 
explaining the natural panorama ; tlie former sitting 
upon the half-detached branch of an elephant-torn 
mimosa, under which we were standing, and Ebin 
Izaak. with outstretched hand, the other resting 
on my shoulder, tblloued tbe dire’ction of Olimeel 
Medina’s spear, to aid mo in letting fall my 
obser\'ation upon the exact spot, by directing me 
to look at white patches of smoke, to the dark 
sliadoAV of a cloud, to red-coloui’cd earth, or to 
anything of a prominent character, by which I 
could distinguish each locality as it was named by 
Ohmed jMedina. 'I'hus was my eye conducted, and 
thus my view travelk'd, until the diminishing effects 
of distance gradually confounded particulars, and 
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the strained sight was glad to find a bound to 
farther vision in the nearly level lino, encroaching 
upon the sky, that characterizes tlie bluff termina- 
tion to tile ('ast of the table land of Abyssinia. All 
the time I was thus occupied, it never occurred to 
me, that this long slope of about thirt\ miles, and 
rising gradually from the eh'vatioii of two thousand 
feet to that of nine thousand feet above the level of 
the sea, that tliis gent]}-iiielined plain' covered 
Avith viOusaiids of little hills, and as many little 
valleys, was tin' district of tln^ so-called Abyssinian 
Alps. Of cours(>, 1 had (juite a different idea of 
such a character of (country, ’which recpiired, T 
thought, the high, towering, romantic rocks of 
mountain limestone, or of granite, that form the chief 
features of the Al[)s of Switzerland, or the efpially 
AAdld scenery of tlu* mountains of Sweden and 
Norway. T expected that T had yet to travi'l a long, 
long distance to obtain a view of those, Avhich I 
supposed to be stupendous hills, and never dreamt 
that such a sacrifice of truth for effect could be 
made, or such an erroneous judgment formed, as to 
call these little eminences the Abyssinian Alps. It 
is ridiculous so to name a succession of low, denuded 
hills ; the top of almost every one of them being 
the pcrching-place of a little hamlet or town, whilst 
their sides are most beautifully cultivated to their 
very summits, and exhibit, on the lower portions of 
the inclined plane, fields of cotton, of teff, or of 
maize ; Avhilst the ascent, on tin' journey to Slioa, 
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admits of wheat, barley, and linseed being produced. 
Little rivulets, whose constant course have deepened 
their channels into valleys, and formed these hills 
out of the once level slope, trickle down.iintil, by 
combining, they form streams which sometimes do, 
and sometimes do not, reach tlie llawash. Tliis 
river is, in fact, entirely formed of the waters of 
this slope, which is the prominent feature of the 
intermediate country between its stream ai^l the 
terminating edge of the tal)lc laud above. 41 con- 
cluding ri'inark upon tins subj('ct is, that it would 
be difficult to. find one of these .Vbyssininn Alps 
that, from its own liase, independent of its position 
upon th(' slojjc', would measure seven hundred feet 
liigli. 

I sat with my com])uiiions some time, asking and 
receiving information, now tlie more interesting, 
from the vicinity 1 was in to tin' first stage, as 1 
considered it, of my contempluh'd African journey ; 
and where I liad ]5urposed to nn self a stay of some 
months, to prepare me for future endeavours to 
penetrate farther into the continent. I'he change 
of feeling too, on again becoming the denizen of a 
country where at least social ord(3r was maintained, 
was exciting in its wny, for I had learnt to value 
civil rule as it ought to be, and I should have but 
little hesitation in giving my vote, if tin? cpicstion 
were the extreme absolutism of 8hoa, or the equally 
extreme of liberty possessed by the Dankalli 
tribes. For my part, 1 never thought myself so 
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much of a slave before, for I certainly felt grateful 
at having come scathless through the country 
of the freest and most lawless §et of men on 
the face of the earth ; and happy hi getting to 
Shoa, where the first thing that happened to me 
was being confined seven or eight days in a house, 
with a sentinel over me, u])on no other excuse but 
that my disposition and cliaracter should be sub- 
mittc'd to such testing ordeal. 13ut T am antici 
pating^ ■ Of this bind is the education a traveller 
gets, and I fully agree with do ]Montbron, (the 
quotation appended to the first canto of (^hilde 
Harold,) who, in lii.s “ Cosmopolite,” remarks : — 

“ L’univcrs ost line espec'e de livre dont on u’a lu que la 
]H'cmiorc j)ag(', qiiand on n’a \u ((iic son pays. J’en ai 
feuillctd tin assez grainl noinl*rc que j’ai trouvo ogalemcnt 
mauvaiiscs cot examen nc in’a j>oint etc iniVnetnenx. Jc ha'issais 
ma patric. 'J'outcs los impertinences des ])en])l(‘S divers, parini 
les([ucls j’ai vecii m’ont reconciliu avec elle. t^nand je u’anrais 
tire d’antre benefice <lo. mes voyagt's qne celni-la jo ii’en 
regretterais ni les frais no les fatignes.” 

I looked upon the lovely scene so long, and felt 
so strongly my return to civilized life, that, like a 
worthy friend of mine relating to me his feelings 
on reaching the self-same spot, I could have found 
relief in a good flow of tears, so sincere was my 
joy. Numerous residences of man were in sight, 
snug straw-thatched hives they looked, but houses 
of any sort were as old friends to me, and my beart 
rejoiced when I beheld them. 1 always connect 
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;h.appiness with homes ; and “ smiling villages,” is 
I am sure, one of those beautiful expressions of 
instinct we naturally make when the full heart 
adds by reflection its own gladness to the landscape. 

On our return to the camp, I thought it neces- 
sary to make such change in my garments as 
should add a little moix' of a ciA'ilized character to 
my owui appearance, to harmonize somewhat wdth 
the state of society, for wdiicli I was going to 
exchange' my present gijJsey life. I accoijflingly 
got out. during the night, the only shirt [ had lei’t 
of the number I had reserved foi’ the journey 
whilst in 4'ajourah; all of whicli, witli this ex- 
ception, in the course of two or thre'c w'eeks, had 
])ee]i worn, taken olF, and given to Zaido, in the 
vain hope of getting them w'aslied ; but w liicli, in 
every case, w'ci’e obliged to be divi(U'd amongst the 
importunate beggai’s ^v]lo ]inp))e)icd to be near at 
the moment. One w'ould want one of the skirts 
for his child, a second would wmnt the other for his 
wife, then the slee es w^ere found to be excellent 
dusters, wdth wdiich the Dankalli are per])etually 
cleaning and brightening up their shields, so that 
among them all, every succeeding shirt was soon 
made old rags of, until I found it ecpially con- 
venient to go without as with one, and for the 
last month of my journey my clothing was almost 
as scanty as my (companions, and had I parted with 
anything more, 1 should certainly have required 
some of their clothes in return. 
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I now also ex(;liaiiged my old Arab frock for a 
French blouse, donned a clean pair of white 
trowsers, and the black silk handkeaxhief I had 
previously worn rdiind my waist was transferred 
to my neck. Having finish(‘d my toilette, I again 
visit('d the r(mt mimosa-tree, taking with me a 
small telescope, to assist me in examining places 
the names of which "were' familiar, Irom having 
with me a part of the journal of the llev. Messrs. 
Tsenbe^g'and Ivrapf, on tlie occfision of their first 
visit to Shoa by tlie Adal road. 

I was now surrounded by crowds of the Katilah 
people, several of whom s(‘i/ing the glass, as they 
could get it. took a moment’s peep, not unfre- 
qucntly n itli tlie closed eye, at the country before 
them : but all vociferated “ Whallab,” that what 
they had seen was most extraordinary. 

A .sliort interval of darkness before the moon 
rose occasioned ns to retire to tlu' camp, but not 
long after her yellow light shed a rich softness 
upon everything that could be seen, I found myself 
sitting against tlic boxes that formed my hut, Avith 
my face turned toAA ards the promised land, which I 
anticipated was so fraught with opportunities of 
enterprise, and of every circumstance favourable 
for exploring the unknown countries of intra- 
tropical Africa. 
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Journey from Azbotcc to Diunoinalee, o-oneral dircetion, W. N. W., 
time marcliing, seven liours. — Start witli escort in tlie night, — 
Pass Sheik’, s tomh. — Reach Kokki. — Short halt — ^'^ahama 
town. — Proceed to Diimomalce. — Arrive. — Detained hvAUustora- 
house offioors. — Get to Farreo, W.N. W., two miles from Din- 
nomalee. — Aceonmiodations. — Ilospitahle receptions. 


May '2%l — Eaiiiou.s in iny history for being tiie last 
(lay’s journey before retieliing tlie first Irontier 
station of the kiiigdoin of Shoii. • In a calalini the 
evening before it had been arranged tlitit Olnned 
Medina, Ohmed Mahomed, Ihbin izaak, tind all the 
Hy Souinanlee, exct'jtt their ( 'hieh (.'armel Ibrahim, 
and two oth(‘rs who had stayed with their country- 
men at jMulkidvU) ii, should accompany me during 
the night, leaving the Kaliluh to come on by 
sunrise. The object to Ix' gained by this was to 
enable us to reach Hinnomalee, where Kafilahs 
are received and duties paid to the Governor of 
Efat, so early that there might be time to send a 
messenger to Gmnicbo, where that functionary 
resided, informing him of our arrival, and that he 
might come down the same day, without obliging 
us to remain unnecessarily another night at Din- 
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nomalee. Tlimyali and a Tajoiirali merchant were 
put in charge of tlie Kafilah, the latter, who had a 
mule, lending it to Ohmcd Medina, so that four of 
us were ‘mounted. AVc; all looked very gay in our 
new or clean clothing, and the mules pranced 
along, shaking their heads like a band of animal 
performers delighting in sweet sounds, for, fastened 
around their necks wen* some pounds of music in 
the shape of large iron b('lls, suspended from 
tinklin!^’ brass chiiius, whicli occasioned together a 
very harmonious jingle, not so soft, perhaps, as an 
y]\olian harp, but which, considering our situation, 
was cpiite as striking in etlect. 

We procc'cdcd at a (juick rate, for the escort, 
with some followers from the Kafilahs, like a lot of 
hoys just broke loose from school, were racing and 
shouting nearh' the whole way, t('ariiig tlirough tlie 
low buslies and shrubs like* water rushing over a 
noisy fall. In this manner we travelled along for 
some distance, by sunrise reaching the gently 
sloping banks of the small stream running along 
the bottom of the valley of Kokki, its (diannel cut 
tlirough a stratum of A ery coarse pebbl}' gravel, and 
streAvn with large rolled stones. 

About half-Avay betAveen Azbotee and Kokki Ave 
passed a small kairn of stones, nearly five feet high, 
covered Avith decayed branches of several kinds of 
trees. This was the grave of a greatly reA(.*red 
sheik, and all of my cu)mpanioiis supplical them- 
selves Avith a little of the foliage of any tree that 
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was near to them. I and the others who were 
mounted had each a small hranc:h given to us, 
which, like those of the others, we threw upon the 
kairn as we passed. Soim^ few of the “ mbllums,” 
or host learned of the party, I’ecited a short prayer 
from the Koran, whilst 1 and the shamefully 
ignorant satisfied onrs(*lves by calling out two 
or three times, “'\Iyliisce tymbeeda!” (“Good 
morning, T hope you sleep well !”) Tlie successive 
repetitions of this expression, as each ftireless 
Bedouin deposited his natural wreath and then ran 
on, was most amusing, and 1 thought of a lot of 
childrc'u performing some cei’canony they had been 
taught was right, hut cared very little liow or why 
it was done. 

The trees in the valley of Kokki more nearly 
apY^roached the size of English oaks or pines than 
any 1 had yet seen, hut 1 disapi)ointed ni)- friends 
by not alluding to tlnir height or thick trunks. 
Ehin Izaak at last rcmiarked that I had never seen 
any like them in my connti). I rejdic'd, that 
exceY)t whilst young, the ti’ces of England nere 
never less than tlu'sc', nor did tlu'V strike me as 
being astonishingly large, although 1 su])posed they 
would appear so to him, accustomed only to the 
dwai*f mimosa-tre(‘S of Adah 

We halted here for two liours, during which 
time a larg(' herd of catth', conducted by a few 
men, were brought to th(> stream to drink. Botli 
men and cattle had every appearance of being 
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Dankalli, and inquiring, I found that they belonged 
to some members of the Wahama tribe, who 
by permission of the Negoos, or King of Shoa, 
Sahale ’Selassee, occupied the country hetween 
the Hawash and Diiinomalee. 4'hey paid as a 
tribute annually one ox for every hundred head of 
cattle in their lu'rtls, ami were also accustomed 
to give to the King what litth' ivory tlu'y chanced 
to pick up from tlie hc'ads of elephants, naturally 
decea4?d. The King, as on every other occasion, 
\vc spoke about him, ('itlu'r among ourselves, or 
with others, w’as tin' subject ol’ tin; warmest com- 
mendation. llis lib(‘rality and justice were the 
theme of ev('ry one so far. and here some arms and 
chjthes, recently bestowed by him upon this tribe, 
were luought to us tor our inspection and admira- 
tion. Although sonu' portion of these people still 
lived in the wigwams of tlicir own country, sur- 
romuh'd b)' a hwv hedge' of dry mimosa branches, 
and enclosed their cattle' for sati'tv during the 
night in stone kraals; others, Avho liad married 
Abyssinian women, liad assumed more ci\'ilized 
habits. T'hese e)l)serveel more' strictly the law s and 
cereimmies of the jMahomedan religion, being 
particularly observant of the stated times and forms 
of pvayer. 'i'lu'y inhabited a village that stood on 
the edge of the opposite bank of Kokki, lunbosomed 
amidst high trees, among Avhich the conical 
thatched roots of their houses we're Aisible, and 
the loud crowing of a cock told edso, that they had 
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surmounted the prejudices of their Bedouin 
ancestors against keeping fowls. 

The leading camels of the caravan coming into 
sight, we learnt from some of the faster ‘walkers 
who preceded it, that one of the Ily Soumaulee 
Kafilahs, having travelled during the night from 
Mulkukuyii, had arrived at Azbotee, just as our 
camels were moving off, and rather than remain 
alone at that place, had determined to continue 
their march with us, at least, as far as the present 
spot, which I could sec Avas sometimes made a 
halting-place for Kafilahs. 

Again starting on our march, we followed the 
bed of a small stream, ffowing into tlie valley of 
Kokki; and which, after leading us a short distance 
through some beautiful forest scenery, entered a 
ravine, having high preci})itons cliifs on either side 
of a v(!ry light coloured tracliytic roch. In huge 
fissures, that traversed the laces of these pc'rpen- 
dicular walls of stone, large trees, among Avliich. I 
noticed the tamarind, ffourisli(*d in great luxuriance, 
projecting from their singular liabitats, oAcr the 
passing traveller. Every twenty yards, the stream, 
in its sei^jentinc course, presented a new pictun.', 
and it will be very long before I forget the scries of 
little romantic landscapes 1 cast my eye over, 
duiing our too hasty passage. The bottom of this 
water-cut chasm was not Avider than a common road 
in England, and iieaii}' as level. It Avas covered 
Avith a beautiful green tuif of the softest and 
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finest young grass. The meandering thread of tlu^ 
gently rippling brook that passed along, now 
crossing our path, and now expanding into little 
pools of’ the clearest Avater, aatts all that represented 
the powerful agent that had effected the denuda- 
tion of this deep and extensive, tliough narrow 
defile ; and the triumph of easy, gentle per- 
suasion, found no bad type in tlie effects of this 
little stream upon the rocky Avails that bounded its 
dee])ly\cut channel. 

We opened, at length, u])on some narroAV 
valleys, that seemed each to contribute in the 
rainy season its cpiota. to the swollen river that 
then joins the Kokki. Across these Ave passed, 
plucking, as Ave AA ent, an unctuous, gelatinous, berry; 
notunlike in taste and character to our ycAv berry; 
and Avhich greAv u])on a shndj that appeared to be- 
long to the honey-suckle tribe, Avithout depending, 
hoAvcver, upon any other but its OAvn short strong 
stem for su])port. Its fruit ajipoars to be a great 
favourite^ Avith the Dankalli, Avho dry the berries 
in the sun, and carry doAvn considerable (pian- 
tities Avith them on their return to Tajourah, for 
their friends at home. 

We noAv entered a. jungly district, the height 
of the shrubs and blushes preventing any extensive 
A icAv ; besides, 1 Avas too much occupied in taking- 
care of my eyes and face, from the lashing recoil 
of the impatient branches, at being disturbed by 
the spears of the Avild Bedouins dashing by. 
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After a march of about six miles from Kokki, we 
came to a more sparingly-wooded spot, and on an 
adjoining height, we discerned some men sitting in 
very wliite tobes, who appeared to be waiting for, 
or watching, our approach. As soon as we saw 
them, tlicrc was a general cry out for me to fire, 
and I scarcely knew what to think of it ; but the 
oft-repeated Avord, “ Abshee,” “ Abshee,” soon told 
me that tlu' men were Abyssinians, and I under- 
stood that I was to gwe them a salute, pinned 
Medina being among the most importunate for this 
display, I laughingly proposed, lie sliould fire my 
carabine off liimsc'lf, to wliich, much to my 
sui’prise, he readiiy ac(|uicsct'(l ; and, after I had 
cocked both barreJs, bangc'd away without any 
hesitation, securing the applause of all around for 
his unfiinching courage. He Avas not satisfied Avith 
this, but turned to ask me also, if he AAcre not a 
brave soldier ? to Avhich I. of course, assented. 
A few moments more brought us on to a small 
open place of grecn-SAvard, surrounded by high 
mimosa trees, beneath one of Avhich avc^ dismounU'd, 
and Avalked toAvards the men in the clean tobes, Avho 
had also risen, and Averc noAV coming to receive 
us. This Avas the station of Hinnomalee, Avhere the 
assail’, or tytlie, of all articles of merchandise 
introduced into the ^langust, or kingdom of Shoa, 
is paid to the King as duty. 

After some moments of very ceremonious 
greeting, \xe Avere conducted beneath the convenient 
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canopy of a flat topped mimosa which threw, some 
distance from the trunk, a circular shade, where we 
squatted down ; and an animated conversation Wiis 
carried ‘on between my Tajourah friends and the 
representatives, as our new acquaintances turned 
out to be, of the Wallasmah, or Governor of the 
pro\in(‘e of Efat, named IVIahomed, Avho is also 
chief of the customs upon this frontier. A large 
bag of dollars, was also produc(^d from somewhere 
on ou\‘'side, and with a splendid affectation of 
disregard, was slapped down witli a loud ring u])on 
the ground, between Ohmed iSlahomed and Ohmod 
Medina. The jingling music had its effect upon 
our Abyssinian frimids, ligliting iq) tlieir coun- 
t(niaiices, as their dark faces assumed a smiling 
expression, that said out plainly, “Oh! how glad 
we are to see you.” 

''I'wo or three hours passed away, and I began to 
tire of such a long calahm, in Avhich I could take 
no part, so I asked Ohmed Me(bna if the town of 
Farree was in this neighbourhood, that I might go 
and take up my residence there at once. lie asked 
me not to go until the Kafllah came up, A\ hich 
would not now be long; so I reseated myself and 
commenced again my examination of the surround- 
ing country. Numerous towns and villages were in 
sight, all occupying the tops of small hills, whicli 
formed the limits of observation, at the distance of 
not more than three miles. The little savannah 
where we were seated appeared surrounded by a 

VOL. I. II 
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narrow, wcll-wootled belt, beyond which, on the 
rising slopes of the hills, could he seen fields of 
cotton-bushes, and of the higli Jawarcc maize, 
cultivated nearly to the summits ; where a few green 
trees overliuiig conical straw-tliatched roofs, resting 
upon low' w'attled walls, which is the general cha- 
racter, differing only in size, of all Abyssinian 
houses. 

The Kafilah did not make its appearance till 
almost 'sunset, and I got still more tire’ll and 
vexed at such a compulsatory stay, for nothing 
Avould induce the principal of tlie party who 
receh'cd us to allow' our proceeKling farther until 
the messenger had returned from CJuancho, the 
seat of the Wallasmah Mahomed, some; six or 
sev'en miles off to the w'cst. After the sun had 
set, the man returned hearing commands for all 
parties; but that which interested me most, was 
the order given to take me to k'tiri’ee, and providti 
me with a house, and mv escort with a dinner of 
bread and ale at Dinnomalee. lie also annouiiced 
the coming of the Wallasmah the next day to 
examine the salt and other merchandise of the 
se^'eral Kafilahs. Ohmed Medina and ()hme<l 
IMahomed were to remain with the escort, and not 
to be allowed to accompany me to Farrec, but as I 
looked with some suspicion upon such peremp- 
tory orders, T did not like bcin^ separated from 
those 1 emdd trust ; especially as, from several hints 
given me by Ohmed Medina, 1 was led to suspect 
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that the members of the embassy were all in prison. 
I insisted therefore remaining- where I was, or t]iat 
the Uy Soiimaulco should go to Farrec witii me ; 
and a^' these untamed gentlemen had already taken 
offence, and sat in the usual threatening inanuoi-, 
determined to force their way if any attempt ^vere 
made to prevent them, it was at length, after a long 
debate, agreed that they should ocempy the garden, 
or enclosure, around the house to which I was to 
be taken ; I becoming responsible to the negoos, or 
king, whose name tliey appeared to look upon as 
sacred, for this l)r(;ach of the particular command 
that had ])cen issued respecting any more English 
that might come up to Slioa. During the dis- 
cussion, T could not help laughing at one of the 
Abyssinians, who had taken my carabine as it lay 
upon tlie ground, and seemed unwilling to- give it 
up to me on my request, calling out as he held it 
away, “ Y ’ negoos, Y ’ negoos, Sahalc Selassee,” as if 
he had been a constable, and that tliese words w'erc 
an inviolable autliority. Moosa, wtio saw tlic 
wdiolc affair, and heard me telling the man to ])ut 
the gun down, now interfered, and saving some- 
thing in a threatening tone, the fat burly citizen, 
who I could sec was no fighting character, (juickly 
did as he was commanded, but still re^^eatiiig, 
“ Saliale Selassee, Sahale Sel-assee.’' 

Yly mule being l)r()ught, I mounted for a long- 
ride, as I expected, and jiroceeded ^^ ith tin? lly 
Soiiinaiilee, who, having gained their point of 
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accompanying me, were in great glee, shouting to 
each other as they darted among the trees, or raced 
through the more cultivated parts, running and 
leaping as they went over the low cotton-bushes 
that stood in their way. Much to my astonishment, 
on rounding the shoulder of a projecting ridge, we 
came in sight of tlie town of Farree, situated not 
a quarter of an hour’s walk to the west of Dinno- 
nialee. W e threaded our way across the few fields 
that intervened by a narrow patli that reminded 
me of tlie narrow cliurch-ways across cultivated 
lauds in Fiiigiand. Then ascending a steep (del a- 
tion, of about two hundred feet high, by a rough 
stony road, entered an 0])cn depressed space, 
between four or live pap-like (devations into which 
the summit of tlie hill was divided, eaeli of uhic'h 
was surmounted by a little grouj) of houses, wliilst 
the concavity in the midst formed a kind of grec'ii, 
or market-place,' in the centre of which was a low 
enclosure of loose stones surrounding a few young 
mimosa-trees. Suspended from several of the 
branches I saw the tail, and a long slip of the skin, 
of a hyiena, with some similar remains of wild cats, 
hung up as trophies, and as an instructive lesson to 
the wild animals in tlie neighbourhood of tlie evil 
results of pilfering hen-roosts or folds. 

I rested myself awhile against the “ rnadubbah,” 
or stone fence, upon which sat several Hy Soii- 
maulec pei’ched as if upon a roost, until our guiih' 
returned, he having gone to select a house and 
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garden for the accommodation of myself and suite. 
At last we were taken to the same house in which 
I was informed all previous travellers had stayed, 
and where also poor Mr. Airston died.* The good- 
man was absent at Aliu Amba market, but his two 
wives (lie was a Mahomedan) shewed me every 
attention, spreading a large ox skin upon the 
raised earth or platform, two feet high, which 
occupied half the apartment. The women made 
signs to me to take otf my boots, lay aside my arms, 
and lie down whilst they prepared some bread for 
my evening meal. The Ily Soumaulee sat on 
their heels very patiently, in the little compound, 
surrounded by a high stick lence, in which the 
house stood. The entrance-gate, by the by, was 
of a very singular kind, its upper edge being 
attached bv hide hinges to the lintel. When 

* This "ontlonian, after liaving passed thvaiigli alltbo dangers of 
tlie, Adal eoiintry, was suddenly attacked with inflannnation of the 
hraiii at Farree, where he was awaiting tlio permission of the negoos 
to cuter Slioa. lie died after a lew days’ illness, during which time M. 
Itochot d’l lericourtand Mr. Ki'upf rendered evcryavailahle assistance. 
8onio months after I had lived in 8hoa 1 visited tlie Walla.smah, on 
]>nrpose to see the state prisons of (.luancho. 1 remained all night, 
and in the morning was taken to a ridge 0]>p08itc, toAvards the 
south- Avest, where stood a small “ Baity’ Christian,” the eliureh of 
St. Michael’s in Ahgobba. I felt pleased, Avhen I roaehodthe spot, 
that the object of my attendants avus to point out the grave of my 
d(!eoasod countryman, Avhich, Avith natural good feoling, they had 
supposed Avould be interesting to mo. To give Mr. Airston 
Christian burial, the kind-hearted people of harree (Mahomodans) 
must have carried his eorpsc more than si.\ miles over the roughest 
road imaginable. 
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opened it required to be lifted up, and a stick prop 
was placed under the lower edge to support it. It 
shut down something like a trap door. 

, Some of the best known of my escort 1 called 
into th(' house to converse witli, whilst, in the 
meantime, proclamation was being made tlirough the 
village for the food to be prejiared, with which to 
supjdy the strangers ; each householder being called 
upon to bring in two largo I'ound crumpets, a foot 
and a-half in diameter, as the contribution for tliat 
purpose. I Avas much jdeased with this cAid('nco 
of the hospitable charactea- of my new' friends, it 
being an invariable custom, on the arrival of any 
traveller in Abyssinian tow ns, to sn])ply him with 
food at the ])nblic expense for the tirst few' days, or 
until the pleasure of the. King can Ix' know n, Avho 
then generally takes upon himsc'lf tlie maiiiteiinnco 
of his visitor, during tlu^ remainder of his stay in 
the country. It added to my gratitieation, also, 
to observe that this duty w'as attended to promj)tly, 
and with apparent good Avill, by tlu' inhabitants. 
Had it been otherwise, I should certainly ha\e 
refused such a kind of supply; but not the least 
evidence of disinclination atforded me tlu' oppor- 
tunity of offering to pay for our entertainment. 

In less than an hour 1 saw^ realized the picture 
of Abyssinian peace and plenty, which had been 
frequently described in the Adal country, by the 
admiring Bedouins and Kalilah men, wdio used to 
enact the carrying of bread on their head, and large 
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jars of ale upon their shoulders, to give me an idea 
of what I might expect in that happy land. 
T.anghing girls in dark red gowns, and staid 
marric'd Avoinen similarly attired, hiit, to mark the 
differimco, with a guftah, or three-coriK'rc'd donhle 
kerchic'f c;ap of the same colour, firndy fastened close 
und('r the ]Aoint of th(5 chin, came trooping doAvn, 
each Avith a shalloAvsanftc'r-like basket of variegated 
rod and.yelloAv straAV balanced upon her head. The 
high conical covers being taken off as the baskets 
Avere placc'd at the feet of tin' missf'laniiee, or steward 
of th(' governor of the toAvn, they Averc found to 
contain the two rc([nir('d cakes of a very light 
bread, vet AAarm and steaming, and Avhich Avere, 
only much larger, exactly like the crumpet or 
])ik('lit of hngland. 'J'hese A\'ere made of the 
hour of t('ff, the small seeds of a grass, AA'hich 
makes much lighter bread than Avheat. 

Sufficient of these for the su])ply of nearly 
forty men Avere soon hea]ied high in two large 
recc'iving baskets ; but as meat did not seem to be 
forthcoming, I ''gave a dollar privately to Adam 
Ihi^rah, _)vho came and Avhispered the name and 
that oi l)ullock in my ear, a sufficient hint, Avhich 
I readily took. Tie and Moosa Avere absent but a 
short time before they returned Avith a young coav, 
Avhich Avas killed, and a recpiisition for wood being 
made to the mkselauhee, tliat functionary gaAc 
orders for a quantity immediately to be brought 
to cook the meat. Everything seemed to be 
conducted Avith the greatest quiet and order, even 
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the mid Dankalli themselves appeared to be 
affected by example, and in Farree endeavoured to 
assume civilized aii's and conduct. 

Just as supper was ready, tlie AFaliasmah 
Mahomed sent down to me, from his residence at 
Gauncho, six miles distant, three large jars, each 
containing about five gallons of fine strong ale, so 
that a regular banquet closed the first day of my 
arrival in Shoa. Before it w.as concluded a numerous 
and very jovial party had collected, for, contrary to 
the strict orders that had been issiu'd, after sunset 
nearly all the men of the Kafilali at Dinnonialee 
came stealing in, in parties of two and three', until 
not half a dozen, I should tliink, remained to take 
care of the camels and stores. Several came to me 
begging for sheep, and as I found that 1 could 
purchase five* of the animals full}' grown, for 
a dollar, T was glad to be able, at such a reason- 
able rate, to add to the ph'asuia'S of my companions, 
who seemed determined to make themselv('s liajjpy 
and comfortable. 

The moon shone upon a splendid 8C('ne of 
enjoyment that night. Every villagc'-capped Inapht 
in the neighbourhood had its bonfire. A‘ i around 
resounded with the quiclv sharp clapinng of 
hands, the measured accompaniment of song and 
dance. No learned commentator was needed 
here. Circumstances themselves aptly enough 
illustrated the Psalmist’s Ituation and feelings, for 
“ Clap your hands, 0 ye little hills,” personifies 
and expresses the gladness and praise of a people 
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situated like tlic Amhara, whose language and 
whose customs identify their origin with that of 
the Jews. 

Long before the revels ended I had laid myself 
down on the ox skin which had served me as a 
couch during the day, and soon fell fast aslec'p. 
In the same apartment lay the wives of the o\\^ncr 
of the hoiis(L t,w(» or tlu-cc slave-girls, and some 
young c!fddrcn. Fowls also were roosting upon a 
kind inade of jowaree stalks, bound 

together plated against the wall, and hud I 

whoh^ of the raised ])latform of 
jduy ‘tej^J^O'nes, 1' expect the family would, have 
slept upon it, and two oxen, unceremoniously shut 
out to slet^p with the lly Soumaulee in the garden, 
woidd have occupied that part of the house where 
now, huddled together, the women and childien 
were sleeping. 

Having arrived in Abyssinia. 1 shall conclude 
my account of tlie journev tlirongh Ada! with a 
remarks upon the (‘haracter of the Dankalli, 
\vhi^. of what 1 liaA e written, seem 

■ 0 ^ . , yy^t^expl^U the opinion I hold of the great 

by tllfe family of man. 
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in the 4^t'l)lace, "'I am bound to add my 
testimony to that of every other traA'eller. to the 
proneness of the Dankalli to shed human blood, 
and the little value tlnn .feni to attach to human 
life. By a distortion / Vjiioral and natural ideas 
of right and wrong, ipiparalleled in the history of 
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any ouner people, murder is considered by them to 
be highlyjbjSnourable. Every fresh assassination is 
rewarded by an additional personal ornament, and 
the destruction of a sleeping guest, or of a fighting 
foe, ebntribute eiiikc to the credit and reputation 
of the brave. The well dissembled bearing by 
which they lure the most susjncious into a fiital 
confidence, and the firm bravery with Avhich they 
attack a. more powerful enemy, can only hi referred 
to the operation of mental pt)AA^ers of the very first, 
order, and, according to my OAvn ideas of the nature 
of man, they present the extreme of moral degradation 
that the caste to which tliey belong can fall into. 
I am not a Avilliiig evidence against a pc'ople 
among whom I spent some not unpleasant days, 
and rec(.'ivecl much instruction from the opportu- 
nities afforded me of studying tluar character, and 
the circumstances under which they arc placed, 
a|Ki.sdhch conAunced me that, if properly educated 
and greeted, they would take a very high rank 
among civilized nations. I feel assured that h. 
a more favoural^le situation, and iindm^iK^her 
social economy, those intcL'cctual capal 


only developed in eA'il, v’ould uist pr0^W’::y*»'tO‘^e 

most enlightened , ^ 

I must be all(ii|<a-^j.j di J^5>dco, to notice the 


lionesty and good luid', i ' marked the care 
of the boxes and pa < :|l found at Errur. 
1'lie interference of U^^g|.»hrah people in that< 
matter does not afffet if^^'i^iciplc I conten^pfQi’, 
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